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ldioms are important

Dear Student

Words don't come singly

You have probably spent along time learning new words. Words, however, do not just
come individually, they also come in expressions - in groups. Idioms are among the
most common of these expressions. There are thousands of them in English:

| could eat a horse.

Money doesn't grow on trees.
It's not up to scratch.

| got there in the nick of time.

Language is literal and metaphorical

Sometimes when we use language we use it in avery literal way:
I've been outfishing, but caught absolutely nothing!

The same language can be used in a non-literal way - a metaphorical way:
Yesterday | caught the bus. My car wouldn't start.

Here are more examples of this metaphorical use of catch:

He caught my attention.

Wait while | catch my breath!

Look at that tan! You've caught the sun!
| didn't quite catch what you said.

The metaphorical uses of aword are often more common than the literal ones.

Idioms have grammar

Some idiomatic expressions are fixed and cannot change:
Two heads are better than one.

Very often you can change the tense and the pronoun:
I'm/She's’'We were all at sixes and sevens.

How is ldioms Organiser organised?
This book organises the most important idioms in English in four sections:
1. Areas of metaphor
2. Individual metaphors
3. Topics
4. Key Words

Make sure you study the Introductory Unit of this book before you begin the main
units. Plan your study and work regularly through the units on your own or in class.

Jon Wright
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Introductory Unit

1: What is an idiom?

An idiom is an expression with the following features:

1.1t is fixed and is recognised by native speakers. You cannot make up your own!
2. It uses language in a non-literal - metaphorical - way.

The following are examples:

1. Tin up to my eyes in work at the moment.

2. At the meeting | felt a bit out of my depth.

3. | was over the moon when | heard she'd had twins!

4. 1t broke my mother's heart to see her home burn to the ground.
If you are up to your eyes, you are very busy. If you are out of your depth, you might
be in the sea, but you are more likely to be in a situation which you do not understand
for some reason. If you are over the moon, you are extremely happy about something.
If something breaks your heart, you are very sad about it.

In these examples it is clear that the idiom is awhole expression. This is the traditional
view of idioms. But there is a lot more language which is idiomatic. For example, there
are lots of individual words with idiomatic uses. On page 3 we saw that catch has many
more uses than the literal one of catching a fish. Here are more examples:

Literal Use Idiomatic Use

1. The river flooded several villages. The crowd flooded on to the pitch.

2. Piles of rubbish lay everywhere. He's got piles of money.

3. | love roast potatoes. Euthanasia. Now, that's a very hot potato!
4. I've got an uncle at sea. I'm al at sea.

Task 1: Identify the idioms

Underline the idioms and idiomatic expressions in the following
sentences:

I'm teeling a bit under the weather this morning.
We arrived in the nick of time.

I know London like the back ot my hand.

Do you think you could pull a few strings for me?

I couldn’t get a word in edgeways.

I'm fed up with the rat race.

My father thought I would follow in his footsteps.
Hurry up! You're cutting it a bit fine, aren’t you?
Let’s look on the bright side, shall we?

Come on, we can't just sweep this under the carpet.
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We are familiar with the idea of heavy rain causing a river to overflow and flood the
surrounding area; crowds are often described as water and the same verbflood is used.
The literal meaning of pile is a heap of something; piles of money, however, simply
means lots of money. A hot potato is not for eating; it means a controversial issue.

An uncle at sea works on a boat; if you are at sea,
it means you are in a situation which you do not
understand and where you cannot cope.

Idioms Organiser takes a broad view of idiom. In
this book you will practise common idioms such
as the black sheep of the family, but you will also
practise the huge area of idiomatic usage where
words are used with non-literal - metaphorical -
meanings.

2 What IS a metaphor? “It was a bit of a h;t p’Otat;. "

Metaphors exist in all languages. You use them in your own language. A metaphor uses
one idea to stand for another idea. Above, we saw the simple idea: A crowd is water.
When you have that idea in your mind, the crowd canflow, flood, or trickle. Here are
some of the common metaphors practised in this book:

1. Time is money.
We save time. We can spare 5 minutes. We can run out of time.
2. Business is war.

Advertising is a minefield in which you have targets and keep your sights on
what your competitors are doing.

3. Life is ajourney.

You can be on the road to recovery. You might be at a crossroads in your life
because you are in a dead-end job.

Task 2: What's the metaphor?
Match the idiomatic expressions on the left with the metaphors on
the right:
1.1 simply can’t afford more than a week off.  a. Moods are weather.
J 2.You win some, you lose some. b. A company is a ship.
| 3. He had a constant stream of visitors. c. Life is gambling.
4.1 think I'm in a rut. d. People are liquid.
5. Carry on, but keep your head down. e. Seeing is understanding.
6. Were going to have to weather the storm. f. Business is war.
7. He was a bit hazy about the amount. g. Time is money.
8.1 just don't see the point. h. Life is a journey.




3. Why are idioms and metaphors so important?

Firstly, they are important because they are very common. It is impossible to speak,
read, or listen to English without meeting idiomatic language. This is not something
you can leave until you reach an advanced level. All native speaker English is
idiomatic. Every newspaper is full of metaphorical language. You cannot avoid it or
leave it till later.

The second reason is that very often the metaphorical use of a word is more common
today than its literal use. For example, we know that farmers plough their fields, but
you can plough through a long novel or report;
you can plough on with your work; you can
plough money into a business; profits can be
ploughed back into a company; a lorry can
plough into a row of parked cars. Using plough
in its literal farming meaning is now much
rarer than all its other non-literal uses.
But it is important for you to know the
literal meaning. Often the literal meaning
creates a picture in your mind and this
picture makes the other meanings easier
to understand.

“IU’ll never get off the ground.”

Task 3: Literal and non-literal meanings
Look at these pairs of sentences. Decide which contains the literal
and which the non-literal use of the words in bold:

la.T've lost my car keys.

1b.I've lost my confidence.

2a.l picked up a few bargains at the market on Saturday.
2b.I can’t pick up my suitcase. There’s too much in it.
3a.We can'’t sit here. The ground is too wet.

3b.This idea will never get off the ground.

4a.So, what’s your side of the story?
4b.Somebody’s put a scratch right down the side of my car.

5a.l don’'t know what I've done to my back. It really hurts when I bend.
5b.Have you been talking about me behind my back?

6a.She can be a bit aggressive, but her heart is in the right place.
6b.Did you hear my father’s had a heart attack, but he’s all right now.

The third reason that this kind of language is important is because it is fun to learn
and to use. Because there is so much to learn, anything which helps you to remember
things is important and if the language you are learning is more colourful and
interesting, there is more chance that you will remember it. You will also sound more
natural if your English contains more idioms.



4. Can you translate idioms?

The simplest answer to this question is NO. This is an area where languages can be
very different. Sometimes you can translate an idiom from one language to another, but
most often this is not possible. For example, there is an English idiom to let sleeping
dogs lie. The German and Italian equivalents also speak of sleeping dogs, but not the
French or Spanish.

It is important that you are very careful if you have to translate idioms. Never translate
an idiom word for word. You must translate the whole expression. Sometimes you will
be able to translate the English idiom into an idiom in your own language. However,
there may be no idiom and you may just have to explain the meaning.

One of the reasons idiomatic language is difficult to translate is because it is the area
of language closest to culture. The metaphors of one culture will be different from those
of another.

Task 4: Translation
Try translating the expressions in bold into your language:

1. When my father saw what I had done to his car, he went through
the roof.

2. I should have been a teacher, but I dropped out and became a pop
singer. I was the black sheep of the family.

4. 1 wish he would shut up. He could talk the hind legs off a
donkey.

5: Are idioms spoken or written English?

Both! Some people think that idiomatic language is more informal and, therefore,
common only in spoken English. Thisis not true. Idiomatic language is as fundamental
to English as tenses or prepositions. If you listen to people speaking, or if you read a
novel or a newspaper, you will meet idiomatic English in all these situations.

“The Liberals are so far in bed
with Mr Blair that you can’t see

them under the duvet.”

| Conservative politician on TV
news

10



SECTION 1
Areas of Metaphor

Some ideas are small and very particular. Other ideas are big.
They bring lots of related ideas to mind. For example, we all
know what a 'coin' is. It is a small piece of metal which we use
to pay for things. It is a part of a much bigger idea - 'money’.
When we think of money we think of saving it, earning it,
wasting it, spending it, being generous with it, being mean with
it. Money is abigger idea than coins or banknotes. When we use
the common metaphor - time is money - we know what we
mean. Many of the words we use with money, we also use with
time:

We have time to spare.

We waste time.

We spend time doing something.

We run out of time.

We save time.

In this section you will learn about 12 important metaphors
which cover mgjor areas of English.



Sl Time is Money

1: Literal meanings

We spend money. We spend time doing something. We even spend a lot of time
spending money! The idea that time is money is very common. Here are 16
sentences - 8 literal and 8 metaphorical. Write the metaphorical sentence under
the one with the literal meaning:

a. Could you spare 5 minutesfor a chat?

b. 40 minutes waitingfor a busl What a waste of timel

c. It's worth spending at least two days in Oxford.

d. You'll have tofinish now. We've run out of time.

e. I'm busy today, but | can make timefor you tomorrow afternoon.
f. Let's get a taxi. It'll save at least 20 minutes.

g. Venice is definitely worth a whole week.

h. I'm so busy at work. | can't afford more than a week off at a time.

1.1 spent over £100 today.

2. I've been trying to save at least £10 a week all year.

3. £2000 for a holiday! What a waste of money!

4. Can you spare me 50p for a cup of tea?

5.1 could manage £70 aweek, but | simply can't afford £100 for a flat.
6. I've run out of cash. Is there a cash machine anywhere near here?
7. Buy a second-hand car. New onesjust aren't worth the money.

8. We made over a thousand pounds at our Christmas Fair.

Note: You can say He spent his life workingfor the poor.

“This government is living on

borrowed time.”

News reort




2. Spending time

Fill in one of the following words in each space to complete the idioms:

afford waste (verb) plenty make
save ran out of spare waste (noun)
value short of precious spend
1. I've had to go the doctor about my eyes. I. =~ . = = = . at least 6 hours a day
in front of my computer.
2. Ifyouwant to get to college quicker, = = = = = = time: don't drive, buy a bike!
3. | don't get home till 10 o'clock every night, so . . . . . . . .| the free time | have

at weekends.
4. If you're thinking of going to see the new Bond movie, don't bother. It's a
__________ of time.
5. Sorry | wasn't able to get that book for you. I just . . . . . . . .. time.
6. Canyou . .. . a minute or two? | just want to ask you something.
7. 'msorry I can't .~ . ] the time right now. I've got a plane to catch.
8. I work long hours so the time | spend with my family isvery =~~~ = = to me.
9. | hate airports. You . . = . = so much time just queuing!
10. | think we should hurry up. Were . =~ . = time.
11. There's . . = of time. Don't worry! The train doesn't leave for an hour.
12. Theresnoway l can . . = = = = = the time to see you before the end of the week.

“I think I'm running out of time.”

3: Revision
Complete these common expressions with words from this unit:

1l1seemto = . . . = . all my time dealing with other people's mistakes.

2.I'msorry l justcan't . = . . the time at the moment.

3.Couldyou . . .. .. . me a minute or two?

4.Stop . .. ... your time! Get on with your work.

5. Why not ring the helpline? I1t'1l. =~ . = you hours trying to solve the problem
on your own.

6. Wed better get ataxi to the station. Were . . . .~ . . of time.

Are you well-organised or do you waste a lot of time?



Slelig28 Business is War

1: Literal meanings

In business many words are used which come from the area of fighting and war.
Use the following words to complete the definitions below:

minefields battle captures march
casualties targets flak bombard
sights surrounded reinforcements forces

1. The worst weapon used against civilians is the mine. The campaign by Princess
Diana made the clearingof . .= = = . . = an international priority.

2.When one side takes prisoners, it . . . .. them.

3. Nelson was killed at the . . =~ . = of Trafalgar.

4. Left, right, left, right. Learningto . = . . . . . | properly - in step with others

- is one of the first things you have to learn when you train as a soldier.
5. People who are killed or wounded during a battleare . . . . .~ . . . .
6. When you learn to shoot, at first you use circular, . = .~ = = = = = = After a while.
you learn to shootat == == = = = in the shape of people.
7. 1f you shoot from the ground at aircraft, you use shells knownas === .= =
8. If you shell a place for avery long time without stopping, you . . . . = . = it
9.You aim arifle by looking through the = = . == .= = |
10. The Army, Navy, and Air Force are normally called thearmed == == .= = = = = =
11.1f you need extratroops, they are called = . = = . = = .
12. 1f you have completely encircled your enemy, you have . = = = = . = | him.

2: Gaining ground

Use the following words and expressions Qi “«_\
to complete these sentences: : {‘}« :

. ~ &&1 i )
reinforce e
surrounded 7 Oy
gaining ground on . T “"\“Z
bombarded 5 ; Y
HPA P 'b/;; S oSy ‘g
joined  forces — ,,;:;fi\/ >~
give up without a fight “I don’t give up without a fight. you know!”

1. Sales are up! That means we're definitely .~ .. .. ... .. our

main competitors. They'll soon be trying to take us over!

2. It looks as if we are going to be closed down. We don'twantto . ... ... = =
______________ so why don't we try to organise a management buy-out?

3. Our image is too old-fashioned. We need to modernise our product range in order

to .. ... our market position. Otherwise, we'll lose it!

4. 1t was obvious that Smiths would close down. They were . . .~ . = by
big modern supermarkets with more buying power.

5. In order to expand in the Middle East, we've = . . . . . with

a company who have been working successfully in the region for over 20 years.
6. The new advertising campaign has been a huge success. Welve been . = == = .
with thousands of new enquiries.

14




3. Keep your head down

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. minefield f. taken a lot of flak
b. capture g. casualties

c. targets h. own worst enemy
d. marching orders i. set our sights on

e. keep your head down j. battle

1.1 think the boss is in a bad mood. Just get on with your work and

2.Wehave .. . . a 10% increase in turnover this year.
3. Promotions and Marketing are having their usual. = . . = =~ = = = with the

Finance Director over next year's advertising budget.

“Let baitle commence!”

4. If you park in the Manager's space, you'll soon getyour. = = . = = =

5. Luke was late again this morning. He's brilliant at hisjob, but if he's not careful,

he'll get the sack. He'shis . . . . . ... ... .. . .. .

6. Ifyoudontset == = . , you never know if you haven't achieved them!
7. Exporting to some countriescanbea . . . . . - corrupt customs officials,
endless paperwork and red tape, and slow communications.
8. Because we had to lay off 500 people, weve . = = . . | in the press.
9. We need a more aggressive marketing policy if wewantto . . =~ . = = a
bigger share of the market. Look at Nike. They're everywhere!
10. Small businesses are always the first . . . . . .. . . . in arecession.
4: Revision
Fill in the missing verbs to complete these idioms:
1 ground
2 targets
3. market share
a4 ] your sights on
5. up without a fight
6. . your market position
T alot of flak
. forces with

Do you know someone who is his/her own worst enemy?

15



DOEEY Seeing is Understanding

1: Literal meanings

We use the verb see in English to mean with our eyes, but also to mean
understand. We say Seeing is believing and | see what you mean. Complete the
following definitions with these words:

view hindsight mud wide
blinkers short-sighted eye-opener sight
.If your eyes are very open they are . . . . . | open.

. Something which is very surprising is often calledan . . == = == . = .
____________ is when you understand something in the past because of new
things you have learned.

4. To make horses go in a straight line without looking to either side, they are fitted

WN

with . so that they can only see straight ahead.
5. Very wet earthiscalled . . = . . .
6. people cannot see things which are far away.
7. If something disappears along aroad, eventually youlose . . = = = = . = | of it.
8. You usually getagood = . =~ = | of the surrounding countryside from the
top of a hill.

2. See the point

Use the following words to complete the sentences below:

a. see past the end of his nose
b. made myself perfectly clear “The world will not understand,
C. opened your eyes if you just turn a blind eye to the
d. saw through truth and pretend it is nothing to do
e. through my eyes with you.”
f. saw reason '
g. eyes wide open News report on war in Kosovo
h. see the point

1.Why do you want me to complain? | can't . . ... ... .

2.1 thoughtt'd =~ ... .. , but | still ended up with the

mushroom pizza when | ordered the ham and mushroom!
3. Try to see the situation . . . ... .. . | simply can't afford

to spend £1,000 on a holiday.
4. Jane and Fred are both in their forties so they're going into marriage with their

5. It took a long time to persuade Pete, but he finaly .. ... ... .. .

6. My boss is redlly selfish and small-minded. Hecan't ... ... ... ...

7. Look, you need to change your job. They're paying you peanuts! They make you
work al hours. It'stimeyou . . ... .. and looked for
something better.

8. | knew al Justin's stories were exaggerated. I ..~ ... ... him
the first time | met him.

16



3. A real eye-opener

Match the two parts of the dialogues below:

1. Why doesn't Steve ever listen to other people's point of view?

2. Did you see the way Simon spoke to his wife?

3. Not you again! What do YOU want?

4. We should never have bought this car. It's been nothing but trouble.

5. Oh, so you didn't know that Jill got the job because her dad knows the Director.
6. These instructions are incomprehensible.

a > Yes. It was a real eye-opener, wasn't it? | never knew he could get so angry!
b. > It's easy to say that with hindsight.

c. > Because he's blinkered, that's why.

d. > Ah! Now | get the picture.

e. > Let me have alook. Yes, | see what you mean.

f. > 1 want to clear up the misunderstanding we had earlier.

Note: Another way of saying with hindsight is in retrospect.

4: As clear as mud

Put the words in italics in the correct order:

1.1 can never understand his explanations, can you?
>No. They're . .
(as mud as clear)

2. So | think we should keep the women-only policy.
>lsn'tthata .. . ... ?
(view short-sighted very)

3. There are so many possibilities. We could also develop a new —
> Stop. Slow down. Don't . . . . ... our aims.
(lose of sight)

4. Don't worry. It's not really a problem.
SWell, itis .
(my from view point of)

5. Management are giving the smokers their own room.
>Atlast. They've .
(the seen light)

6. What exactly does he want us to do?
> | don't know. Ask him again . .. .. ...
(It's very not clear)

7. So you add these figures to those and that's how you get this total.
>Ah, NOW .
(what 1 mean you see)

Have you ever gone into something with your eyes wide open, but regretted it
with hindsight?
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Life is a Journey

1: Literal meanings

Many of the words we normally use to talk about going places are used to talk
about life - as ajourney. Complete the following sentences with these words:

short-cut take off rails dead-end Crossroads
tunnel ruts track footsteps steam

1. At Heathrow planes . . = = = = == | and land every minute.

2. Do you think there will everbea . . . . . . . . .. between southern Spain and

North Africa?

3. The road up to her house has no surface and in the middle of winter it gets
full of =~

4. It's really difficult finding the way to her house. She lives in the country, five
miles from the nearest town, down a lane off the main road, and then up a little
___________ past an old ruined church.

5.Whenyou gettothe = = = = = = . , take the road to the left, heading for Oxford.

6. Before the days of diesel and electric trains, therewasonly =~ . = =

7.A traincame offthe =~ . . just outside York station and 3 people were
killed.

8. Sh! Listen! Can't you hear the sound of = =~ . = . outside?

9. The police caught the 15-year-old boy who stole my car when he drove up a
street which turned outtobea . . .. . ... . .

10. When we were small, we used to takea . . . . . . . . . | over the fields to school,
but now they've built a housing estate on the farm.

2: In arut
Use the following expressions to complete the sentences below:
a. in arut e. light at the end of the tunne
b. coming or going f. go our separate ways
c. short-cut to success g. on the road to recovery
d. side-tracked h. taken off
1. I've been doing the samejob for 15 years. | think I'm = .
| need a change.
2. I've got so much work on my desk. I'm really confused. | don't know whether
I'm ... ...

3. It's been avery difficult year, but I'm happy to say there now seems to be
some . ...

. Our partnership didn't last. In the end we agreedto ...~~~ .. ... . . .

. Hard work, long hours, and lots of worry. When you are trying to build up a
business, I'm afraid there'sno . . .. ... .. .. ... ...

. I'm feeling much better now thanks. 'mwell .. ...

. Sorry ittook solong. ' got . . . . ... .. .

. She's getting frustrated. Her career hasn'tredly. . . . . . . . . yet.

oA~
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3: No turning back

Use the following words to complete the sentences below:

a. at a crossroads e. a dead-end job
b. right off the rails f. going nowhere fast
C. no turning back g. running out of steam
d. follow in hisfather's footsteps h. arrived
1. Once you've made your decision, you realise there's .~ . .. . . :
don't you?
2.1 can't make up my mind. It's either stay where | am or apply for ajob abroad.
| seemtobe .. . .. . . in my present job.

3. His father's a doctor and it's obvious Harry's goingto . . . . . ... ... . . .

4. I'm doing my best, but everything I do seems to involve ringing someone who's
either on holiday this week or out of the office. | fed asifI'm ... . = =

5. Bill's wife died last year. I'm afraid hejust hasn't come to terms with it yet. And
now he's started drinking. I'm afraid he'sjustgone . ... ... . . . .

6. There's no prospect of promotion. I'min .. . .

7. Now he's been given a company car, he thinks he'sreally .. ... ... . . !

8. | just don't have the enthusiasm | used to have. I'm . ... ...

“Death is not the end of the road,
but a gateway to a better place.”

4. Going nowhere fast

Using idioms from this unit, complete
the following dialogues. A key word is
given for each.

1.How are you getting on with your assignment?

Cardinal Hume

>Terrible. I'm . (nowhere)
2. What's Mark going to do after his college course?
>No doubt = (footsteps)
3. It's a huge decision, you know.
> know. And . . (turning)
4. Are you and Delia still together?
>No. Weve . (separate)
5. How's your dad?
> Much better (recovery)
6. I'm sorry to hear Katy's still in hospital.
>Yes. It's been along time, but there's . . . . (tunnel)
7. The full course takes 5 years, I'm afraid.
> Oh, | realise that. | know there's . . . ... (cut)
8. Are you making much progress?
>Yes, we're getting there slowly, but were . .~ . . . (steam)
9. So, you're now European Sales Manager - and not yet 30!
>Yes, | suppose my career redlly has .~ .. .. ... (off)
10. You look a bit harassed. Is everything all right?
>To tell you the truth, | don't know whether .~~~ . (going)

Are you in arut? If so, are you going to do anything about it?
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Life is Gambling

1: Literal meanings

Because life is full of uncertainties, we often talk about it in the same way we talk
about gambling - horse racing and card games, for example. Complete the
following definitions with the words below:

jackpot toss sleeve
hand stake chips
deals odds bluff

1. If you get three aces when you are playing poker, you probably have a winning

2. Before a football match, the captains = = = = = = | a coin to see who will start
the game.
3.The = . in favour of winning the National Lottery are about 14 million to one.
4. When you are playing cards, one person . . . = the cards to the other players.
5. The top prize you can win in a lottery isthe = == = = .
6. The money that you gamble on a horse, for example, isa . . = . = = = =
7. Ifyou . when playing cards, you pretend to have a better = = ==
than you actually have. Ifyou = . = your way, it means that you pretend to

know a lot about something when, in fact, you know very little.
8. In a casino, you don't use money; you use . . . . . .

2: A lousy hand

Complete the dialogues with the following words and expressions:

a. a bhit of a gamble d. play your cards right
b. a lousy hand e. | wouldn't put money on it
c. something up your sleeve f. the chips are down

1.Jim's been made redundant again. He's had no luck at all in the last ten years.
>Youreright. If you ask me, he'sbeendealt =~~~ .. . ... .. . .
2. There's no way we can afford to go on holiday this year.
> Don't worry. I've got an idea | haven't told you about yet.
Thank goodness you've alwaysgot .~ . . . . . . . .. .. . !
3. I've decided to give up my job and go self-employed.
>Wel, good luck! Working for yourself canbe = .. ..~ ..
4. I'vejust got ajob at Mexy's.
> Congratulations. They're a good company to work for. Ifyou . ... .. . =
________ , you'll do very well there.
5. 1 think the company is having a bad year, from what I've heard.
> Wel, well just have to work that bit harder. We usually do when . . =~~~

6. | hope the weather clears up by the weekend. I've promised I'll take the kids on
a picnic.
if | were you! You know what it can be

like at this time of year.
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3: The luck of the draw

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. show your hand f. the luck of the draw
b. at stake g. against all the odds
C. on the cards h. a tossup

d. you win some, you lose some i. take my chances

e. bliiffmyway j-  hit thejackpot

1. So, why do you think I've been chosen to make the speech?
>Don't ask me! It'sjust .~ . ... .. !

2. When you start negotiating, let the other person make the first offer. Never
________________________ too early.

3. If you want my opinion, you'll have to change your attitude. Get to work 5
minutes early, not 5 minutes late. And stop spending aII your time talking about
football. Do you realise yourjob's =~~~ .~ = .= . 7
> Don't worry. | can look after myself. | canaways . ..~ . ... .. .. ..
out of trouble.

4. I'm philosophical about failure. My view is: =~ ... ...

5. Thanks for your advice but | don't want to go to university. Il. =~~~
__________ in the real world.

6.1 don't know how they found that yachtsman in the South Atlantic. But he
survived . . ...

7.We can't decide where to go on holiday thisyear. It's = ... . .. .
between Spain and Italy.

8. I've passed my exam, got the travel grant, and been offered a fantastic job for
when | get back. | guessI've .. ...

9.1 think the Government is going to have to put VAT up. It'sbeen . === ===
for awhile. They can't avoid it any longer.

4: Revision

Put these verbs into the expressions below:
%
got <

/.
play ' \\ ~
show c e'):\ %ﬁl y

take

1.lI'vebeen === == . a lousy hand. ] Q
. f AR

2. 1fyou . .. ... .. your cards right, U V. ) aﬁi S
3. I'wouldnt ________ '_money on it. 1. Rl yoetine s got
4. 1've . . something up my sleeve. something up your sleeve!”
5.Dont . . . . . your hand too early.
6. ... my chances.

When was the last time you hit thejackpot in some way?
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WhligIl A Company is a Ship

1: Literal meanings

The image of a ship is a powerful one in business - the idea that the employees
are the crew and the company is the ship. The company is seen as a ship sailing
on a sea surrounded by dangers - rocks. Match up the following words with their
literal meanings:

1. ropes a. move from side to side and up and down
2. course b. to empty water from a boat

3. hands c. direction

4. deck d. not yet on a map

5. bail out e. destroyed on rocks

6. uncharted f. floor of a boat

7. to rock g. you use them to secure a sail or a boat
8. wrecked h. sailors

Note: Ifyou 'weather a storm' in aboat it means that the storm is so serious that
you decide not to keep sailing ahead, but just do your best to survive until the
storm goes down. This is a rare use of 'weather' as a verb.

2. On course

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:
knows the ropes

a.

b. all in the same boat “For Third World countries to go
C. on course communist would mean fighting
d. wrecked to get on board a sinking ship.”

e. run a tight ship

f. on board Confessions of a Philosopher,
g. it's all hands on deck Bryan Magee
h.

waitfor the storm to pass

1. The half-year figures are looking very good. I'd say we were . . . . . .
for the best year in our company's history.
2. It's not just you that's worried about redundancy. Were . . .. ..
3. Is thisyour first day here? Well, don't worry. If you have any questions, ask Di.
Nobody . . ... ... .. . . ... . ... like her. She's been here for over 20 years!
4. I'm afraid we've got four people off sick this morning, so, .. . . ... .. . . .
5. We're in the middle of a world recession. Interest rates are too high and
consumer confidence is at an all-time low. Let'sjust keep cam and

6. Miss Blake and her team of accountants make sure that not one penny is
wasted. They = .. ... .

. When you get new customers . . . . . , keep them!

. All our planning of the past few months hasbeen == = . === = | by the new
MD, who has decided that nothing will change.

0o
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3: Don't rock the boat

Complete these dialogues using the following lines:
a. I'm sure the bank will bail us out.
b. We ought to be pulling together.
c. It's like rats leaving a sinking ship.
d. Don't rock the boat.
e. We'rejust going to have to weather the storm.
f. They'rejust about on the rocks.
g. There's going to be a mutiny.
h. It's uncharted territoryfor us.

1. Look, I'm not going to be treated like this any longer. I've had enough!

>Now calm down . . . ..
2. Our cash-flow problem is getting serious. In fact, we've reached a crisis.

>Don't worry. .
3. | think the new range is going to do well in the South American market.

>Yes but let's take it dowly
4. They can't cut our holidays and our overtime rate! It'sjust ridiculous in this day

and age! The whole staff is furious!

>Youreright .
5.1 don't think that Maximedia are going to survive, do you?

> No, | agree. Fromwhat I'veheard ... . ...
6. Business is still very poor. Everyone is reporting a 15% downturn this year.

I don't know what we can do about it.

>No, | think . .
7. There are too many people in this company with different ideas. We really ought

to agree about where we're going.

>Yes | think . . .
8. Have you heard the rumours about Maxwell's? Their best staff have gone.

>Yes, everyone'stryingtogetout ...

4: Revision

There is one word missing from each of the following idioms:

Lits . ... ... hands on deck.

2. Weredl inthe . . . . . boat.

3. Thisis . . . . . . | territory.

4. Wed better wait for the stoomto . . . . . . . .

5Dont ... . the boat.

6. You'll get to knowthe = = == = very quickly.

7. It'sgood to haveyou = = = | board.

8. No bank will. . =~~~ . out a company with old product and no future.

Are you the sort of person who rocks the boat at work?
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Moods are Weather

1: Literal meanings

Words which describe weather are often used to talk about people and their
moods or emotions. Use these words to complete the following definitions:

shower storm breeze frosty
hazy gloomy cloud over cool

1. Another word for a light or moderate wind is a
2. 10 minutes of light rainisa . .. . . . . .

3. When the sunis not clear itis . . . .. . .. .
4. When the temperature drops to just below zero, it is
5. A day with lots of dark cloud is = . . = = ==

6. Sometimes even the sunniest skiescan = = = = = = . and the day turns dull.
7. When the wind gets very strong, get ready fora . . . = . = = .

8. Spring days can be quite warm, butitisusualy = = === = | in the evening.
2. Storming in

Underline the correct word in the sentences below:

1.1t was obvious that Charles was angry. He came storming/breezing into the room,
threw the contract on the table and demanded to know why he had not been
consulted.
2.1t was obvious from the way Peter breezed/stormed in this morning that Mary
had said yes to his proposal.
3.1 think | drank too much last night at dinner. I'm afraid I'm feeling a bit under
the sky/weather this morning.
4. They used to be crazy about each other, but | think the relationship has cooled/
frozen recently.
5. Meeting Jane's parents for the first time was a bit worrying, but they gave me a
very sunny /warm welcome. Her mother was lovely.
6. The car broke down on the way to my husband's parents. We were two hours late
for Sunday lunch. You can imagine we got a rather frosty/wet reception.
7. Ladies and gentlemen, can | start by thanking you for giving me such a
warnvhot welcome.
8. What's the matter? Cheer up! You look a bit foggy /gloomy.
9. I wish Dave was more dynamic. He always seems to be half asleep - he's a bit
damp/wet, really.
10. My students really annoy me sometimes - particularly when they never do their
homework. They really are a shower/storm!

3: Matching

Match the following adjectives to their moods:

1. frosty 2. warm 3. hazy 4. stormy 5. gloomy
a. angry b. unfriendly c. sad d. confused e. friendly
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4: Under a cloud

Fill in the correct word in the dialogues below:
clouded cloud hazy brighten up
warmed up warmed wind
1. Did you hear about David?
> No. Why did he leave so suddenly?
Well, apparently, he left undera . . . . . . . . . Someone found out that he had
been stealing from the company expense account!
2. How was the office party?
> A bit slow at first, but it soon
___________________ when the boss |&ft!
3. So, you met my old friend Larry yesterday.
What did you think of him?
>Agreatguy! Yes, | ... ... ... .
to him straightaway.
4. Have you replied to that letter from the bank?
> Not yet. Can you help me? I'm a bit f
____________ about what to do, actually. \?/ 4%‘/ /
5. Did you have a good time last night? ==
> Not really. Jill had some sad news which
___________ the whole evening.
6. Well, is it going to be a week sightseeing in Belgium or a fortnight in Bali?
> Let's throw cautiontothe = . . =~ = = = Two weeks in the sun! We can worry
about paying for it when we come back!
7. Liz seemed a bit depressed this morning.

A )7)\)

L&

“Richard left under a cloud!”

>Oh, she'll soon . . ... ... ... .. when | tell her she's being sent to Paris!
5: Revision
Put the following pairs of words into the sentences below:
a. stormed, room d. soon, when
b.feeling, weather e. given, frosty
c. gave, welcome f. hazy, do
1.Theparty = = . . . warmed up . . . . Mark's brother arrived.
2. Wewere . . . . avery . . ... reception.
3. They . . . | me avery warm . .
4. He . . | intothe = . . and shouted at me!
5.'mabit = == . about whatto . == = = | next.
6.I'm . .. . abit underthe = .= = = this morning.

When was the last time you felt a bit under the weather?
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m The Office is a Battlefield

1

. Literal meanings

Use the following words to complete these definitions:

1.

~No g~ wWN

2:

1.

2.

stab command march line
crossfire shots sights ranks

Before taking aim and firing a rifle, you look through the . = = =

.Ifyouarein . = = of an army, you are its head.

. When you hear someone shooting a gun, you hear = ==

. When soldiers are on parade, they stand in . . = = .

. Private, sergeant, corporal, major areal . = = = | in the army.

. Soldiers don't walk. They ==

. If you find yourself between two armies who are shooting at each other, you are

caught in the . = = = .

. If someone wounds you with a knife, they =~ = you.
Marching orders
Complete these short conversations with the following words:
line shot marching stick
fort guns gunning stab
Doesn't lan work here any more?
> Oh, no. Hegot his .= = = . orders when he turned up late three days running.
Where's Helen?
> She'sjust popped out for something. She asked me to hold the . = = = till she
got back.
. | thought Mark was very rude to you in the meeting this morning.
>Yes | think he's . . . . . . . . for me for some reason. | don't think he likes the
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fact that our department is so successful.

. Do you think | should drop my ideas for the new office?

> No, | think you're right. You should . . = | to your guns. Don't give in.

. What's it like working for your father?

>Worse than | thought! If | step out of = = = , he's tougher on me than on
anyone else in the company.

. Why are you so angry? You know | disagree with you.

>Butyou didn't needto . . . . me in the back in front of everyone else!

. The new product range really has taken df, hasn't it?

>Yes, it'sgoing great . . . .

. | know you don't like writing, but | need someone to write a short report of last

night's meeting. Do you think you could have a go?
>OK. Il havea = = = . . at it, but I'm not promising anything!



3. Caught in the crossfire

Use the following words to complete the idioms in these sentences:

head sights back command
crossfire posts ranks shots
N
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“Whatever you do, don’t get caught in the crossfire!”

1. Ben and lan were having a heated argument about something. | decided to leave
the room as | didn't want to get caught inthe . . = ==

2. Gill isvery ambitious. She's set her. . . . . . . | on running her own company by
the time she's 30, and | think she'll do it! She's that sort of person.

3. You've met Pete before, haven't you? He's my second in . =~ . = = = .

4. Sarah and Ewan are business partners, but she's the one who callsthe . = = =

5. Mike's in a dreadful mood. Everything's gone wrong. If | were you, I'd keep my
__________ down for a while until things have quietened down.

6. One of the mgjor supermarket chains has broken = = = = . = = with the others
and agreed that UK food prices are higher than any other country in Europe.

7. Make sure you put the details on paper and let your head of department have
a copy. It's always best to keep your = .~ . . . covered.

8. Lunch can't go on for ever! Come on, everyone, back toour. . . = == ==

4: Revision
What are the expressions? “The sticking point is that extraordinary
1. get in the crossfire M&S culture. Those endless corridors
> secohd C command still allow far too.much shelter for the
3. be o fof someone old guard, and it will probably take
"""" . office-to-office warfare, against such
4. get your marching = = . . ; . : s
shiper fire, to winkle them out.
5. to . . . .| rank
6. . your sights on
7. keepyour head . = = . . \ Newspaper article on the |
8 the fort managemen!t problems at Marks
9. havea . . . . . at something and Spencer’s Head Office
10. go . . . | guns i
11 to your guns
12 . . the shots

Do you always stick to your guns if you think you're right, or are you willing to
compromise?



A Project is a Race

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

lap medal pace record
straight hurdles baton

1.1f you run round an athletic track once, you have completed one . . = . = = .

2. Every athlete wantstowinagold = . . . = .

3. The 100 metresworld =~ . = . = | isjust over nine seconds.

4. In relay races, four runners compete. The first runner hasto passa ..~ = . . .

to the second runner, who passes it to the third, and so on.

5. The final eighty metres of arace is called the home . = = = =

6. If you run at the same speed all the time - not too fast and not too slow - you run
at asteady . = = . . .

7. Some races have obstacles which you have tojump over, called . = = == = = = .

2: A major hurdle

Complete the dialogues with the following words and expressions:

a. working at a steady pace e. a major hurdle

b. handed the baton f.  marathon

c. the home straight g. on the last lap

d. deserve a medal h. on the starting blocks

1. Right, what's next?
> Well, we need to get the Board of Directors to agree to the changes we want to
make. That couldbe . . ... ... .. ... . .. . ..

2. This project is taking ages. Weve already been on it for six weeks.

>Yes, it's become quitea . .. ... . hasn't it?
3. We finished our department's annual report in only four days.
> Four days! That'sincredible. You . . . ... .. . for that.

4. Have you started the shareholders' report?
> No. I'm afraid were still. . ... ... ... ... .

5. 1 think one more week and we should be finished, don't you?
>Yes, I'dsaywere . .. now.

6. WEell never finish this project in time.
>Yes, you will ifyoukeep . . . ...

7. 1f Ron's till ill, who's going to be in charge of organising the conference?
>Hes over to Jeff until he's well enough to return to
work.

8. Is there much more to do on this database? I've had enough of it.
> Don't worry. Only two hundred more addresses. Wereon = . . . ... .
now.
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3. A race against time

Fill in the following words in the sentences below:
finishing
winning
fiying
falling
race
hurdle

record
pace “It's a race against time!”
1. Everything needs to be finished by Friday, sowe'reina . == = . against time.
2. Because everyone was so enthusiastic, wegot offtoa = = = . = = start and the
whole project was finished in two weeks.
3. Everyone's working overtime at the moment to try to get things finished but it's
going to be difficult to keep up this . = = =~ = =
4. A couple of team members have been ill so were = = . = = | behind with the work.
5. The whole project never really got started. It fel at the first . = = =
6. After six months of continuous research, interviews and writing, I'm pleased to
say the . = == = line is in sight. The book will be published in the spring.
. Weve had a few problems to overcome but | think were =~ = = = = | now.
. Everyone worked so well together that the brochure was designed, printed, and in
the shopsin . = = = == time.

e

(ol

4: What would you say?

Use the words in brackets to re-phrase these sentences:
1. We had avery good start, (got off, flying). = . . . . .. . . .
2. Weve nearly finished. (home straight) ..

3. It's a big problem. (hurdle)
4. Well done! (medal)
5. We haven't started. (still, blocks)y ...
6. We made a bad start. (first hurdle)
7. Weve nearly finished. (lapy .
5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing prepositions:

1.fdl . the first hurdle 6. hand the baton . . = . . to

2. work . . a steady pace 7. the home straight
3. record time 8 the last lap

4. sl the starting blocks 9. arace . = | time

5. keep . . this pace 10. got = . to a flying start

Do you know someone who deserves a medal? What for?
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UslimIOl Economics is Flying

1. Literal meanings

Planes and flying provide lots of metaphors for economists and writers on
economic matters. It is almost impossible to read a newspaper article without
coming across at least one flying metaphor. Make sure you understand all the
words used, by completing these sentences:

plummets collision turbulence nosedives free-fall course
l.Ifaplane . = = = == . , it comes down very quickly and is in danger of crashing.
2. When aplane fals into the sea, we normally say that it = == = = = into the sea.
3. If two planes fly into each other, they have a mid-air . = . = == = .
4. Weaeon . . . . for Athens and expect to land in 45 minutes.
5. Some people take partin . . . . parachuting, which involves jumping out of

a plane and not releasing your parachute until you are very close to the ground.
6. If the weather conditions are very poor when flying, you experience

2. Newspaper headlines
Complete the following newspaper headlines:

collision ground course nosedive soar
1. CITY JOY ASSHARE PRICES . . . . . . . ..
2. BANK OF ENGLAND ON. . . . . . . . COURSE WITH INDUSTRY

3. ECONOMY BACKON. . . .. . ..

4. FLOTATION FAILSTO GET OFFTHE . . . . . . = .

5. CITY PANIC ASPROFITS . . . . . .. ..

Now match up the following meanings with each headline:

a. go up very fast d. going to disagree strongly

b. go down very fast €. going in the right direction again
C. unsuccessful start

3: A lot of turbulence

The following sentences are taken from newspapers. Complete them with these
expressions:

a. plunging c. climb out of e. freefall

b. a lot of turbulence d. soft landing f. taken off
1.Thereis . . . . ... in financial markets at present.
2. We claim the Government's Back-to-Work Plan has never. . . . . . . . .. . . .
3. Several Asian currenciesare . . . ... to their lowest levels this year.

4. The marketisin ... ... .. .. . . ..

5. Japan has proposed an aid package to help Asian economies . . . .. .. ... .
recession.

6. Despite the present difficulties, economists think the British economy will make a
_____________________ in the autumn.



4: Yesterday's crash

1. Put the following words in the correct place below:

a. spiral c. stabilise e. back on course

b. plummeted d. crash f. regain control
Financial institutions around the world are panicking after yesterday's . . === . =
on Wall Street. Share prices . . . . . . . . . . as banks and lending institutions
struggledto . . .. of the downward . = . == . .

At the close of trading, the President announced that measures were being taken to
__________ the situation and get the economy. . . . . . . .. . . |

2. Do the same with these words:

““L/C 4
g. through the roof o
h. delayed
i. on schedule
j. conditions
k. steer

1 turbulent

Here in the UK, amid fears that interest
rateswillgo =~ .. ... ...
the Chancellor gave assurances that the
home economy was still. .=~ . . . .
but that progress might be . == == = =
by the adverse . . = = =~ . affecting
other mgjor economies. After a . . = = .
day's trading he said he was confident that

Britain could . . . . .. ... .. clear of the
US disaster.

“When interest rates went through
5: ReViSion the roof. so did Mr Macdonald!”

Choose the best way to complete these sentences:

1. Good news for investors. Interest rates are stabilising / going through the roof.

1. Bad news for borrowers. Interest rates are plunging / going through the roof.

3. Good news for industry. Interest rates are plummeting /soaring.

4. The rescue plan never really soared / got off the ground.

5. We are trying to get the economy on collision course / back on course.

6. There is at least one Asian economy which has plummeted into/out of control.

7. Industry is finally climbing into / out of recession.

8. The latest figures show the economy is in / on course to achieve Government
targets.

Have interest rates in your country soared or plummeted recently?
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Weli@mh W Organisations are Gardens

1: Literal meanings

Gardens and plants provide lots of metaphors in English. To make sure you
understand the meaning of some gardening words, complete the following
sentences using these words:

stem. dig flourish perennial plough glasshouse
crops weeds branches dead wood root out bear
1. An older name for a large greenhouseisa . ... ... = . . . . .
2. Before farmers can plant a crop, they first haveto . = = = = . . = the fields.
3. You find a flower at the end of the = = = =~ = = of a plant.
4. Children love to build housesinthe . . . . . . = . of trees.
5. If you want your flowers to grow you must first get rid of the . . =~ . = = .
6. Potatoes, barley, wheat, and corn are all typesof .. = = = .
7. You use aspadeto . . . . . . the garden.
8. To keep atree healthy, you must cut away the ..~ ..~ = .
9. Tryingto = . . . . .. . . a large bush or tree is one of the most difficult things
to do in a garden.
10. Some fruit trees never. . . . . . . . fruit.
11. Someplants . =~ . . . | by the sea while others hate it.
12. Flowers which bloom year after yearare . . = = = = = = | plants. Ones which

bloom for only one year are called annuals.

2. Dig them out

Fill in the following verbs in the sentences below:

ploughing weed cut back dig
branch stem flourish bear

1. Gary, | can't find last year's sales figures. Have you got a minute? Canyou = . = .
them out for me, please?

2. I'll tell you why we've got problems in this organisation. All our problems = = = = .
from bad communication. We need to speak to each other far more.

3.Wecantgoon . . . . . more and more money into advertising when
people don't want our products. We need new products and we need them fast.

4. Too many people in this organisation have been doing the same thing for too long.

Weneedto = = = out the weaker ones and re-train our best staff.

5. We are in the middle of arecession. That means we all haveto = = = . | on al
unnecessary expense. That way. we may survive till better times.

6. I'm pleased to say the business is startingto .= = = = = . . . again after a difficult

two years. Profits are up, turnover is up, and morale is improving.
7. Weve published adult fiction for the past 50 years, but we're planning to
____________ out into a couple of new areas - probably children's books and

8. Two thousand replies this week! Our promotional campaign is beginning to
_______ fruit at last!




3: Dead wood

Put the following words in the sentences below:

offshoot crop spadework cross-fertilisation
glasshouses perennial dead wood up-rooting

1. If we want to be more efficient, we have to get rid ofthe . . ... .. =
in middle management.

2. Our subsidiary in Papuaisan . = = == = | of our main company in Malaysia.

3. We're planning to re-locate in Scotland butthe =~ .~ . . . . process will
be difficult for many of the workforce.

4. Our local business college manages to produce an excellent . ... . =
of keen young potential managers year after year.

5.The =~ . . of ideas is essential in any business.

6. We keep losing staff to firms who pay more than we can afford. It'sa . . . = ===
problem for a firm of our size.

7.1ddadlthe . . . setting up the new department, but my boss
got al the credit.

8. People who livein =~ . . . . shouldn't throw stones!

4: Matching

Match these eight expressions with their meanings below:

1. dig out the sales figures
2. the problems stem from
3. plough moneyinto
4. weed out poor staff (G\’“}
5. cut back on expenses ‘C:
6. the business is flourishing et
7. branch out into new markets 4%\,'“/\'74
8. bear fruit (_L_J =l =) V)
a invest a lot @
b. find and remove - L
c. successful = _
d. find something “Miss Fanshawe was not amused
e. pr_oqluce results when Mr Weatherspoon asked
f. originate from her o dig out the sales figures.”
g. reduce
h. expand and diversify
5: Revision
Which of the following prepositions can go with the verbs below?
back out into from
l.cut .. . . . on expenses 4. stem . .
2.branch . . bdg . . some figures
3. plough money back =~ .= == the business 6. weed = == .

Are you working for a business which is flourishing?

33



IIREY People are Liquid ]

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

ripples streams pool flood splash tide
surge overflow drip trickles teeming pouring
1.Ifyoujump into aswimming . = = | you make abig . . . . .
2. 1fitis . .. .. with rain, it means the same as the more common word
____________ Both mean that the rain is very heavy.
3. Most of us have atap at home whichhasa = = = which we are always meaning

to fix, but never do!

4. Noah built an ark so that he and his family could escape the great . = = = = .

5.Small =~ = = | eventually flow into big rivers.

6. If a small amount of water escapes slowly from your car engine, it . . . . | out.

7. Fill your glass too full and it will. . =~ .= =

8. It's usually safer to go swimming in the seawhen the . = = | is coming in rather
than when it is on its way out.

9A of water in the sea sends a large wave forward.

10. Drop a stone into a pond on a still day and watch the =~ . move out to the
edges.

2. Teeming with people

We often think of crowds as moving water. Complete the text with these words:

surge trickling

teeming overflowing

floods stream

pours sea
| go to watch my football team, Manchester United, whenever | can. | love the
atmosphere. Kick-off is usually three o'clock but by half past one, the whole area
around the stadiumis === . with people. The local pubsare .. .. = . .
with people having their drinks outside on the pavement.
| go into the stadium early and watch people slowly . .~~~ . . in. By about two
o'clock, there'saconstant . . = = = | of people coming in and the stadium starts

to fill up. Occasionally, people seem to arrive later than usual and everybody
_____________ in fifteen minutes before the game starts. When it's full, al you can
seeisa . .. ... .| of 50,000 faces.

It always amazes me how quickly the stadium empties at the end of a game. Everybody
____________ out of the exits onto the streets and ten minutes after the game has
finished, the place is almost empty. Occasionally, there's trouble with fans from
opposing teams. You hear shouting and there'sasudden . .. == === = in the crowd
as the people behind you try to escape the trouble. It can be quite frightening.

Note: You can say The town has been swamped by refugees escaping the war.
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3: A ripple of laughter

Put the following words into the correct spaces below:

tide drip wet splash
pool flow dry up ripple
1.1 started my wedding speech with ajoke. It worked. Therewasa = = . == | of
laughter across the room and then | started to relax.
2. The government has to find away to stemthe == = of refugees, who are now
flooding across the border in their thousands.
3. Youll make quitea . . . = | if you go to the company party with that dress on.

It doesn't leave much to the imagination!

“Joyce certainly knows
how to make a splash -
and that's before she
gets into the water!”

4. You can't expect David to do anything about the problem. He's far too = = . = He
avoids all sorts of decisions.
5. I'm an easy-going sort of person. | don't usually complain. | just go with the

6. Our school has twelve permanent teachersanda = = = = = . of about twenty
temporary teachers. We use them in the busy summer months.

7. Come on! Come and dance. It's fun. Don't be sucha . . . . . . . !

8. For an unknown reason, fewer people are studying mathematics at university
these days. Not surprisingly, the number of new maths teachers applying for jobs

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words to the following
collocations:

1.a sudden . . . .

2. make a . . ..

3. go with the . . .

4.a . of laughter

5a . . o | of people
6.a . . . of faces

7. stem the . . . .

8 ... .. out of the stadium

Do you know or work with anybody who is "a bit wet" ?
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. It'stime tojoin ..
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Unit 13

Review Unit

. Timeis Money

. Pay attention! Stop . ... time.
| ... .two hours on my homework.

. Hurry or we'll .. .. out of time.
Canyou .... aminute or two?
Well .... 10 minutes if we get ataxi.

Slow down! We're not .. .. of time.

Business is War

. Never give up without a . . _
.. with a bigger firm.
Take care or you'll get your . ... orders.
Watch out! This areais a : :
.. your head down till the boss has Ieft!

We're going to be in for alot of
. Seeing is Understanding

.Ah, now I . . . . whatyou mean!

. It's easy to be right with
. Don'tlose .. ..

of the details.

Let's .... up the misunderstanding.

. | think they've . ... the light now.

Get married with your .. .. wide open!

. LifeisaJdourney

. Changejobs! You'rein a

. | think I'm going . ... - fast!
Never follow in your father's
My career redly has . ... df.

. There's no turning .. .. now!

. Istherelight at the end of the . . . . ?
. Lifeis Gambling

. | think I've been . ... abad hand.

. You'll be OK if you play your .. .. right.
Il .... my chances with everyone else.

You .... some, you .... some.
. Never show your . ... too early.
. Which to choose? It'sa . . . . -up!

A Company is a Ship

. We're al in the same .
Keep quiet and don't rock the
. Come on! It's al hands on
Werein = territory.
. It'slike .. .. leaving the sinking ship.
Mary knows the = = = Speak to her.

w
(o3}
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. They gave me avery ....

. Moods are Weather

reception.
Sorry, | fed a bit under the .. .. today.

Let's .... caution to the wind.
I'm a bit .... about the details mysalf.
. Did you hear that Dave left under a .... ?

They have a fairly . ... relationship.

. The Office is a Battlefield

. I'm boss and you're my second in . = .
. I'vejust been given my marching = = . .
. Ifyou've any sense, keep your head = . = .

Do you think you could hold the . . . . ?

. Don't get caught in the . = = .

Keep your .... on promotion all the time.

. A Project is a Race

. My plan fdl at the first = = =

We finished in ... . time.
We got off to aflying . = =

. Just keep working at a steady. = . = .
. Wereina...
. The finishing . ...

. against time.
isin sight.

10. Economics is Flying

SUAWDN R

. At last the economy is taking = . = .

We don't want another Wall Street . . = .
They are slowly .... out of recession.
The recovery has failed to get off the = = = .
Interest rates have gone through the . = .
The economy has takena = = = .

11. Organisations are Gardens

OUTAWN R

. At last my policy is beginning to ... . fruit.
. Weéve already .... £2m into the project.

. Doyour best to ... . back on expenses.

. Weneed to ...
. Couldyou ....

. out the weakest staff.
out that address for me?

Weneedto ... . outthedead . . . .

12. People are Liquid

>0 AwNp

. The crowd ....

out of the football ground.
How do you . ... the tide of refugees?
There's alarge . ... of skilled workers.
Applications have suddenly . ... up.

. The square was . ... with people.

All | sawwas a .... of faces | didn't know.



SECTION 2

Individual Metaphors

In this section you will learn about many more individual areas
of English where metaphors are important. If you look at the
areas covered, you will understand that idioms are a very
important part of learning English. They are everywhere!

Animals: | smell arat!
The body: 1've put my foot in it, I'm afraid.
Building: You're banging your head against a brick wall.

Cats: That's set the cat among the pigeons.
Clothes: It fits like a glove.

Colours:  He went as white as a sheet.

Driving: I'm going to take a back seat from now on.
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SllimE‘d Animal Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

horns bonnet chase bull sty
pants swing hind straw bees
1. Amalecowiscaleda . == They usually have = = = = .
2. The back legs of horses are called their =~ = = | legs.
3.A is a type of hat with strings which you tie under your chin. Babies

sometimes wear them.
4. Trousers are sometimes called . . . . . ..
5. If you run after someone to try to catch them, you = . = them.
6. Honey ismade by ===
7. is dried grass, used for packing things or for animals to sleep on.

9 Ifyou . === something, you hold it and wave it around.

2: A bee in his bonnet

Put the following pairs of words
into the sentences below:

bee - bonnet

sheep  -family

bull - horns

ants - pants

fish - water

fish - sea -
cat - bag o
cows - home “I think he’s got ants in his pants.”
1. He'sgota . = == = | inhis = . . about only using recycled goods.
2. Pete's girlfriend hasjust left him. | told him not to worry. There are plenty more
________ inthe . . . ..
3. I've arranged a surprise party for my husband's birthday. | just hope nobody lets
the out of the . . = = = by accident.

4. | went to a disco for the first time in ten years last night. | looked and fdt like

________ by the =~ . and tell him.
6. Billyjust won't sit still in class. | think he'sgot . = == = | inhis .
7. | never liked school. | was always getting into trouble. | suppose | was the black
________ of the . . .. . . .
8. | love soaps. | could sit and watch them till the = = = = = | come . . . ..
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3:

Swing a cat
Complete the dialogues with these idioms:
a. swing a cat c. gone to the dogs
b. monkeying around d. smell a rat

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

What sort of flat are you looking for?

> Somewhere with a bit more space. There's not enough roomtao ... == =

in my living room.

Mick told me he was working late tonight.

> But there were no lights onwhen | passed. | =~ ... ... = |
Would you please stop . . . . . . . . You'll break something!
> Oh, come on! We'rejust having fun.

This shopping centre used to be quite good but look at it now.

> | know. It'sredly .. . .. in the last few years.
Now add these nouns to the following:
donkey (3) camel horse pig
chicken goose wolf foxed
Did you buy that CD | asked you to?
>No. You sent me on awild . = = . chase. | must have tried three shops

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

4:

before someone told me it doesn't come out till November.
Bill'! What a surprise!

You can get between twenty and thirty thousand pounds ayear as an office
manager now.

>That's = = feed compared to what you can get in the States.

Are you sure we're getting a pay rise next month? Who told you?

> | got it straight fromthe . = = == 's mouth. The manager himself told me.

You get a company pension, don't you?

>Yes, it's not very much but it helps to keep the . =~ = = from the door.
Robert likes the sound of his own voice, doesn't he?

>Yes. He can talk the hind legsoffa = . . = = = .

And when they took my company car from me, | just had to resign!

> That must have been the straw that broke the . . = = = . 's back.

If you do the digging, I'll go and get the seeds.

> Not likely! | don't see why | should do all the == = work!

| wish you'd tidy your flat up! It'slikea . == -sty!

| just didn't understand. | didn't know what to do. | was totally = = = . !

Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:

. let the . ... out of the bag 6. got a .... in his/her bonnet
. take the .... by the horns 7.smella. ...

send him on awild . ... chase 8. fed likea. . . . out of water
. not enough room to swinga. . . . 9. haven't seenyou for . . . .'syears
. talk the hind legs offa ... . 10. keep the .... from the door

1
2
3.
4
5

Have you ever felt like a fish out of water? Where were you?

39



SlalimEsy Bird Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

nest boo flap
wings Swoop peck
1. Birds and planes both have == = . =
2. Birdsmakea = . == in which to lay their eggs.
3. When birds suddenly fly down to the ground to catch something to eat, they
4. Birds hop around and . = = = the ground to pick up bits of food.
5. In order to fly, birdshaveto . = .= = their wings.
6. . is the noise you make to surprise or shock someone.

2: What's the idea?

In many languages different birds bring different ideas to mind. Can you match
these six birds and the ideas?

1. ostrich a. thief

2. dodo b.good eyesight

3. hawk c. waterproof

4. magpie d.dead or extinct

5. swan e. pretends problems don't exist
6. duck f. head in the air looking superior

3: As the crow flies
Put these birds into the correct space below:

duck crow dodo chicken
hawk parrot goose sparrow
1. It's only forty miles from here to Bristol asthe . = = = flies, but it takes an hour

by car because the roads are so bad.

2. You have to get used to criticism in thisjob. It doesn't bother me now. It's like
water offa . . . . .. 's back.

3. I'm supposed to be going on holiday tomorrow. I've been running round like a

headless . . = . all day trying to get ready.
4. | made a personal phone call from the office and my boss found out about it.
She's watching me likea . = = = | now to make sure | don't do it again.

5. Really? | can't believe Carol would say anything to upset you. She wouldn't say
bootoa . . . .. .

6. I'm not surprised Andrea's so thin. She eats likea . == = =

7. Do you know anything about computers? I've just switched mine on and nothing
happened. Itsasdead asa == = == .

8. I've got tickets for the Cup Final on Saturday. Mark has to work and there's no
way he's going to manage to get off. He'sassick asa = . .= = = about it!
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4: In aflap

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. in onefell swoop h. an early bird
b. flown the nest i. with one stone
c. birds of a feather j- spring chicken
d. in a flap k. the pecking order
e. their own nest 1. a little bird
f. under her wing m. swan around
g. parrot fashion n. nest egg
1.Cam down. Why areyou . . . . . . . . ? Everything will be all right.

2. At school, we used to learn Frenchverbs . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . ..
3. He's not even ajunior manager. He'sway down . . . . ... ... ...
4. My new boss has taken a special interest in my career. She's taken me

5.All my children have grownupand . ... ... .. .
6. One stupid comment to the media and your reputation can be destroyed = .= = .

7.My husband redlyis ... .. . . . . | He gets up at six every morning.
8. I'm saving carefully. I'll have anice little . .~ . . . . by the time | retire.
9.1 don't like people who return to their home townand . == = = = . . = = in

expensive clothes and big cars.

10. Let's check the timetable and pick up the tickets at the same time. We might as
well kill two birds . ... .. ... ...

5 told me you had got engaged. Is it true?

would make sure they were banned from public life!
13.1 know Sheila looks young, but | can tell you she'sno . ...~ .. .
| should know! | was in her class at school.
14. Did you see Jane having lunch with Mary? Two dreadful gossips! | suppose
flock together!

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and complete these phrases:
1. like water offa . . . . | 's back 9. asthe . . . . | flies
2. killtwo . . . . with one stone 10. inonefdl . . . ..

3. watching me like a _ _ _ _ 11. asdead asa . = . .
4. took me under his _ _ _ 12. assickasa . .. ..
5. running round like a headless .. . 13 flowmnthe . == .

6. ina _ _ _ _ 14 . around

7 ... .. fashion 5 ... order

8. wouldn't say boo to a _ _ 16 . egy

Are you an early bird or do you get up Iate’7



IITRE] Body Idioms

1: Non-literal meanings

Match these five parts of the body with the non-literal ideas on the right:

1. heart a. confrontation
2. nose b. skillful

3. hand C. curiosity

4. face d. emotions

5. head e. top

2. On its last legs

Complete the idioms with the following expressions:

a. an old hand e. my hands i. came to a head
b. behind my back f. on its last legs j- hand it to him
c. couldn't face 0. face the fact k. a good head

d. gone to your head h. a braveface 1. your head

1.1 love my old car, but I'm having more and more problems with it. | think it's

2. My boyfriend and | have always argued quite a lot, but the situation . . = .
_____________ last week when he accused me of lying.

3. I'm sorry, John, but we haveto . ... = = . | that we are not getting on.

4.1 can't trust you any more. You've been talking about me . .~~~ . .

5. What's the matter with you? You've changed since your promotion. | think

power's . . ...

6. Bob's an excellent chairman. He's = = . = = . = at controlling difficult
people.

7.Ask Marianne to help you. She'sgot = . == = = . . for figures.

8. There's nothing | can do to help, I'm afrad = . . = =~ . = . are tied.

9. I'm afraid I'm not coming to the concert. You know I'm not keen on classical
musicand . .. .. ... three hours of it!

10.1 know Jane'sin alot of pain, but sheputs . .~ . .. . on it.

11. Richard's businessesjust go from strength to strength. You know, you've got to

12. Well have to go to the bank and ask for another loan. Youjust can't go on

burying . = | in the sand any longer.
3: Matching
Match these idioms with their definitions:
[ I: y:u/:e:<: the bill. a you really don't fed like doing it.
1 [f somebody got your back up, b.you are trying something for the first time.
: 1. >:~fir.mg gets on your nerves, c. it irritates you.
4 '1e~-7-ratisnotin something. d.you pay for it.
- 1:y:.. £s .::.- toe in the water. e. they annoyed you.
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4: A pain in the neck
Choose the correct word in the dialogues below:

1. Do you get phone calls from companies trying to sell you things?
> All the time. They're a pain in the neck/back.

2. Did you know that Alan and Moira have stopped seeing each other?
>Yes, | do now, but | put myfoot/fistin it yesterday when | asked when they
were getting married.

3. I'm really worried about my economics course. | don't know what to do.
> Do you want to talk about it? It might help to get it off your back/chest.

4. Jane's a bit strange, isn't she?
>Yes, but I'm not sure what it is. | can't quite put my finger /hand on it.

5. Jill's not her usual self at the moment. Is there something wrong?
> | think it's pressure of work. She has to elbow/shoulder a lot of responsibility.

6. You need to be more ambitious. You could be a senior manager if you wanted to.
> No thanks. | don't want to elbow/shoulder my way to the top like you did and
lose al my friends on the way.

7. Who was that man | saw you with last night?
Don't be so nosey/cheekyl It's none of your “200 Russian troops occupied the
business. airport in Kosovo's capital Pristina

8. It was nice to meet your girlfriend last night.
She's very nice. Too nice for you!
> Don't be so  nosey/cheekyl

9. Look at that Ferrari!
> Fantastic! I'd give my right leg/arm for a car like that.

10. I'vejust bought the latest mini-disc walkman.
> Really? That must have cost you a leg and an arm/an arm and a leg.

11. Tony thinks I've got no taste in clothes. He says I'm twenty years out of date.
Don't take him too seriously. He's only pulling your arnvleg.

12. How's your new job going?

> Not bad, but I've only been there four days so I'm still finding my feet/hands.

under the noses of Nato forces.”

Newspaper report

5: Revision

Put the missing verbs into these expressions:

rd. . my right arm for it. 6. Power's .= == to his head.

2.1 my foot in it. 7.1t an arm and a leg.

3. I'monly = = your leg. 8 I'mstill =~ =~ my feet.

4. | can't . . | my finger on it. 9. Hejust . = | his head in the sand.
5. The situation . . . . | to a head. 10. Comeon, . . . . | it off your chest!

What sort of things get on your nerves?
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INLRE4 Breaking Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

kid fragile crack chip handle
shattered crushed smashed snapped mend
1.My car windscreenjust . . =~ when the stone hit it.

2.The crystal glasses | sent to John and Mary arrived in pieces although | had
clearly marked the parcel * = = . . = .

3.1 didn't see the lights change andjust = = = = = = . . straight into the back of
a brand new Porsche!
4.A is a small piece broken off a cup or a piece of china.
5.My key =~ in two when | tried to open the door.
6. When | opened the box, therewasa . . == = = = | in one of the cups.
7.'Pleasedon't = = . . . the goods. All breakages must be paid for.'
8. The driver of the Renault had no hope. Hiscarwas = . = == = | between two
huge lorries.
9.1triedto . . . = . the plug in the kitchen, and almost got electrocuted.
10.A . .. is a baby goat.

2. Feeling fragile

Match the following idioms with the meanings below:

=

. He's feeling fragile this morning. He had a late night.

. He went to pieces when he heard of his mother's death.

. He's a smashing person and a really wonderful friend.

He's at breaking-point. You should see how much work he has!

. He needs careful handling. He's brilliant, but he's a bit sensitive to criticism.
. "Do it yourself, if you think you can do it better!" he snapped back.

. After two days of interrogation, his son cracked and confessed to the murder.
. He comes from a broken home.

O ~NO 0N WN

. He's under too much pressure.
. You've got to be careful how you treat him.
. He started to cry.
. His parents divorced, and he was brought up by his mother.
. He's not very well.
He's very nice.
. He started to tell the truth,
. He replied angrily.
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3:
Fill

1
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

4.

A chip on his shoulder

in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. shattered my confidence f.  mend the relationship

b. a chip on his shoulder g. pick up the pieces

c. put his life back together h. a crushing blow

d. broke up i. knocked me down with afeather
e. handle him with kid gloves j. broke her heart

.John'sgot = ... about his background.
Losingyourjobcanbe .. .. .. . . to anyone - no matter how

strong you are.
Be very careful what you say to Richard. Youvegotto .. ... .. . . . .

When Mrs Jones' youngest son was killed in thewar, it =~ ... ..
Failing my driving test for the second time totaly. . . . ... ... ... . .

Diane wants a divorce, but Justinistryingto ... .. .. . .
When | heard the news, you could have =~ . . ... . . .. . . .
Didn't you know that Harry and Jane =~ . . .. | last year?
It was terrible losing Mary, but I'm doing my bestto . .. ... ... |
After Ron's wife died, it took him along timeto . . ... .. . ... . . . . !

Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1.
2.

3.
4,

5.

6.

10.
Have you got a friend who needs careful handling?

.They =~ . | up after 20 years!

it . my heart.

He'sgota = = = | on his shoulder.

| my confidence.

Please . == her with =~ = gloves!
I'm feeling abit =~ today.
He'sfroma . . = . . home.

Hell | under the pressure.
She's trying to pick up the = = = = .

\W\*\\_
\‘ ¢ N L AT

“When Miss Williams admitied she was a secrel naturist,
you could have knocked me down with a _feather!”
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Building Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

bricks doorstep ceiling
roof cement tiles
foundations chimney corridor
1. Smoke from your fire goes up through the = =~ = =
2. Before building a house, you have to have good, dry. . = = = = = =
3. The = | of a house must be watertight.
4. Ifyou are in a room now, look up and you'll see the == = == = .
5. are one of the commonest building materials. They are often red.
________ is used to hold them together.
6. Your . . . | isjust outside your door.
7. Most houses in Mediterranean countries have roofs made of red . . . . . . .
8. A long narrow passage with doors and rooms on either sideisa . . .. =

2: A foot in the door

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. against a brick wall e. afoot in the door
b. on your doorstep f. hit the roof
c. on the tiles g. through the back door
d. laid the foundations h. like a ton of bricks
1. Why are you taking such a low-paid job? I'm sure you could find something better.
>| know, but it's a good company. | justwanttoget . =~ . . .. .| and

with any luck | can work my way up.
2. | think the business is ready to expand now.
>| agree, we've . .. and it's time to build on them.
3. Diana looks cross about something. What's happened?
> | just asked if | could leave early tonight and she came downonme . = = = = =

4. I'vejust told my dad about my exam results. He wasn't very pleased.
> Neither was mine. He . . . . . ... . . .. when | told him I'd failed maths.
5.1 don't know how you can live in the middle of town. It must be awful.
> It's al right once you're used to it. You've got everything right .~~~ . =~ . = .
6. How did you manage to get ajob with the bank?
>Wdl, l gotin .. . , really. My dad plays golf with one of the
directors.
7. You dtill haven't got ajob, then?
> No, I'm afraid not. I've applied for maybe thirty and | haven't had one interview.
| fed as if I'm bangingmy heed .=~~~ . ... . .
8. You look as if you had a late night last night.
>Yes. It was my brother's birthday so we went out for anight . =~ .~ .~ =
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3: At death's door

Put these parts of buildings into the sentences below:

brick wall chimney corridors
window cement closed doors
roof door wall
1.1 was so ill with flu last week | thought | was at death's = = .= === .
The European Union needs to do moreto . . = = | its relationship with the old

2.

3.

4,

o »

©

4: Revision

Put these pairs of words into
the sentences below:

Eastern Bloc countries.

They say smoking's bad for you but my grandfather's ninety-seven and he's always

smoked likea . . . . .. ..

After the discovery of the new cancer drug, shares in Bionow Corporation have

gone through the . = .= = =

. The management and union bosses are having talks behind . . == . = =

. Our business is not going too well at the moment. Financially, we've got our backs
tothe . . . .. .

. I'm supposed to be on a diet at the moment. Whenever | have dinner with friends,
itjust goes out of the . = = =

. Politicians soon discover that the . . . . . .

. You never listen to me. It's like talking to a

smokes - chimney

foot - door
bashing - brick
talking - brick
night - tiles

meeting - closed

2.I'm . my head againsta . = = . = | wall.
3.She . . ... likea . . ... . . .

4. Weregoingoutfora . . . onthe = = .
5.They're havinga . . . = = behind = = = = = doors.
6. It'slike . . . . . . toa. ... wall.

Look back at the idioms in this unit and find the missing words:
7.atdeaths =~ .~ 12. goesoutthe == =
8.likea . . = . . .. of bricks 13. hitthe . . . . .
9.the = . | of power 14. went through the == = =

10.behindclosed .= =~ .= . . 15, onmy ... .

11.through theback = =~~~ .~ 16 . . . the relationship

What would make you go through the roof?
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ShlimEel Cat Idioms

1: Literal meanings

One of the commonest household pets is the cat. It is not surprising that
English has lots of idiomatic expressions based on cats and what we believe
cats to be like. Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

curious fur pussy whiskers
pigeon claws bricks rub

1. Another name for a kind of doveis . . = . . . .

2. A pet nameforacatisa . = . . .

3. Cats have very sharp = = = =

4. Some breeds of cat havelong . = = = while others have very short = = = = = .

way, it hates it!
6. Ifyouare = = . about something, you are interested in knowing more about it.
7. are used for building or paving.
8. Cats have very sensitive . = = = .

2. When the cat's away ...

Here are some ideas about cats. Match them with the idioms below:

a. Cats like to be in charge. e. Cats can be cruel.
b. Cats are very inquisitive. f. Some cats are considered unlucky.
c. Stroke catsfrom front to back. g. Cats are light on their feet.
d. Cats can be aggressive. h. Cats can seem sleepy.
1. When the cat's away, the mice will play. 5. Don't rub him up the wrong way.
2. Curiosity killed the cat! 6. | think I'll just have a catnap.
3. There isn't a cat in hell's chance. 7. That was avery catty thing to say!

4. Stop pussyfooting and say what you mean. 8. They fight like cat and dog.

Note: Some people consider black cats lucky, while others consider then
unlucky. They used to be associated with the Devil.

3. By a whisker

Complete these sentences using words from Exercises 1 or 2:

1.Wejust caught thetrainbya == == = = . - with less than a minute to spare!
2. Mary and her husband get on really well even if sometimes they seem to fight like

4. You should have been at the meeting yesterday. There was a terrible fight between
Jeff and Liz. The = = = was really flying!

5.1 suppose now that you've passed your driving test first time you think you're the
cat's . . . .. !

6. Poor Jonathan! At last Miranda has got her . = = | into him!
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4: Sijtuations

Choose an idiom below which you could say when you want to:

. Describe a room as very small.
Tell someone that there are different ways of doing something.
Say that there's going to be trouble because of what someone has said or done.
Remind someone to keep something secret.
. Describe what happens when the boss leaves the office for a day or two.
Warn someone not to try to find out private information about others.
. Tell someone they are being jumpy and nervous.
Say that someone you know has an annoying personality.
Tell someone to stop being too hesitant and careful in expressing their opinion.
. Tell someone that they will not succeed at what they are trying to do.

BEORONODIAWON R

a. When the cat's away, the mice will play. f. Hejust rubs me up the wrong way.
b. There isn't enough room to swing a cat. g. That's put the cat among the pigeons.

c. You're like a cat on hot bricks. h. Don't let the cat out of the bag.
d. There's more than one way to skin acat. i. Curiosity killed the cat.
e. Stop pussyfooting around. j- You haven't got a cat in hell's chance!

“No, I don’t think you've got a cat in hell's chance!”

5: Revision
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. fight like cat and . = = .
2.stop . . .
3.acatin . . . . | chance

6. putthecat = = . the pigeons
7. let the cat out of the . . . . .
8.the cat's . . . . .

What sort of people rub you up the wrong way?

49



Uil Clothes Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

belt sleeves gloves tighten
cap knickers twist roll up

If you don't want your hands to get cold, wear your. . = . =

| don't like wearing T-shirts. | prefer shirts withlong = . . = = = .

A type of flat hatiscalleda = . . . = .

4. |1 always buy jeans which are a bit too long, thenl. =~ = = = | the bottoms.

5 If | didn'tweara . . . . . .. , my trousers would fal down!

6. I've been on a diet for the past month. I've lost quite a lot of weight. I'm having to
________ my belt a bit more every week!

7. Lots of beer bottles have got topsyou can . = = . = | off, which is very convenient.

8. Men wear underpants under their trousers, but women wear. . . = = = .

1.
2.
3.

2. It fits like a glove

Fill in the following sentences in the dialogues below:

a. Don't get your knickers in a twist.
b. Don't get shirty with me. “The weakness of the German
c. I've got something up my Seeve. economy has started to create
d. Just speak off the cuff. doubts about the suitability of the
e. Itfits like a glove. ‘on_e—size fits all’ interest rate
f. | wouldn't like to be in her shoes. e
g. We do everything on a shoestring. Fhimdriang fsis
h. I'll collar him.

1. The colour suits you. How about the size?
>Perfect . ..

2. The dinner's not ready. | still haven't washed my hair. The place is a mess. Jo and
Lucy will be here any minute. What am | going to do?
>Just calm down! . .
3. Wejust can't compete with bigger companies.
Fknow . .
4. It's Stuart's birthday tomorrow and we haven't bought or planned anything, Tim.
>Don't worry. .
5. I've asked Cathy to break the news to the people who are losing their jobs.

>Poor Cathy . .
6. Where have you been? Weve been waiting an hour. You're so inconsiderate!
>Hey! The car broke down!

7. I've got to give a short speech tomorrow night at the annual dinner.

> Oh, don'tworry!
8. | need to speak to John to see if he's free to play golf this Saturday.

Il see him tonight .~~~ .. .. .. then and ask him.
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3: Hat idioms

Match these meanings with the idioms in bold type in the sentences below:

(o3}

a. tell nobody d. old-fashioned, out of date
b. admire e. do something miraculous
c. he doesn't know what he's talking about f.  now, without planning

. Don't listen to what Robin is saying. He's talking through his hat.

| love Italy. If | could get ajob there, I'd go at the drop of a hat.

. I'm going to tell you something but you must promise to keep it under your hat.
. Cassettes? Nobody uses them now. They're old hat. It's CDs or mini-discs now.
. Richard's going to replace the heating system in his house all by himself. | take

my hat off to him. I'd never do it without professional help.

. So, England are losing 1-0 with two minutes to go. They really need to pull

something out of the hat now.

4: A coat of paint

Put the following words into the sentences below:

shirt shoes sleeves coat
belts socks caps trousers

1. I've nearly finished decorating the living room. One wall just needs another
________ of paint and that's it finished.

2. There's a lot of unemployment in this area. People are having to tighten their
.~ ... . justto survive till better times return.

3. I'm sorry you're having a difficult time at work but you can't just quit. You just
have to roll upyour. =~ = = and get on with it like everyone else.

4. My boss is going to a newjob in New York. We're all going to miss her. It won't be
easy to find someone to fill her. = = =

5. Jerry is the most generous man | know. He'd giveyou the . = = | off his back.

6. Sorry, Sally, | have to say this. You're going to fail this course unless you pull your
________ up.

7. Don't bother asking Steve about coming for dinner, ask Lydia. She's the one who
wearsthe . . . . in their house.

8. Listen, everybody. We need to decide what to do for Joanne's leaving party and
what present to get her. So get your thinking . = = = | on!

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:

T your sleeves up 6. your socks up

2 . it under your hat /A our belts

3. something out of the hat 8 like a glove

4 .. my hat off to him 1 through your hat

5 you the shirt off his back o her/his shoes

Do you ever get your knickersin a twist? (Yes, men can answer this, too!)
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Shlie2al Colour Idioms: Black / White

1: Literal and non-literal meanings

Match up the ideas on the left with their non-literal meanings on the right:

1. A black look is a. not serious and sometimes saves embarrassment
2. A white elephant is b. a dangerous road or corner.

3. A black sheep is c. different from the rest of the family.
4. The black economy is d. an angry one.

5. A black pictureis e. in writing.

6. A black spot is f. something useless.

7. A white lie is g. a depressing one.

8. In black and white means h. unofficial and illegal.

2: ldioms with white

Put the following phrases into
the dialogues below:

a. black or white
b. white lie

c. black and white
d

e

f.

. white  elephant

. white collar “Harold, I know you're very fond of it,

as white as a  sheet but it IS a bit of a white elephant.”

1. | thought you didn't like Diane's new flat.
> | don't, but | didn't want to upset her so | told her alittle . .~ . .~ . |
We all have to now and again, don't we?

2. I'd love a coffee if that's possible.
> Certainly - .~ . . ?

3. | don't fed very well. Have you got an aspirin, Paul?
>Yes, sit down. Youlook . . . ... . ... . ..

4. Good news, Andy. I'vejust heard we're finally getting that pay rise we were
promised - starting from next month.
> |'ll believe itwhen | seeitin . ... ... ... . . . .

5. We should never have bought this table. We never use it. Itjust takes up space.
>| know. It'sabitofa . . .. ... .. .. . .. Let's sell it.

6. What exactly are . = .~ . . . workers?
> People who work in offices and administrative positions as opposed to manual
workers.
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3: Idioms with black

Put the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. in the black f. a black look

b. the black market g. black spot

c. a black picture h. the blackest day of my life
d. black eye i. black economy

e. the black sheep of thefamily j. black and white

11 said sorry, but he didn't say aword. Hejust gave me . . ... = ..

2. The official exchange rate is terrible, but if you know the right people, you can
get a much better deal on . . ... .

3. Be careful driving along here. It'sareal = = . =~ = . . | Three people were
killed in an accident only last week.

4. My brother and sister were always more successful at school than me. | preferred
to have fun. | supposelwas .~ . ... ... ... ..

5.Things are bad, I'm afraid. We might have to cut 50 jobs this year and another
75 next year. Sorry to paintsuch = . . . . but that's the reality.

6. Have you been in afight? How did you get that = . = = = = = . ?

7. I'm finally in control of my financial situation. For the first time this year, my
accountis . . ... .. ... ...

8. Every country hasa = .= . . . . Some are bigger than others.
9.The day | heard of that plane crashwas ==~ ... .. . .
10. Theissueisn'tas . . .. . ... .. . . as the government pretends.

“WARNING: THINKING IN BLACK AND WHITE
MAKES YOU SEE RED

People who think in black and white, convinced of

the correctness of their own ideas, are putting their
health, jobs and marriages at risk, a psychologist says
today.”

Medical news from The Daily Telegraph

4. Revision
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing nouns:

1. | told her alittle white . . . = . = ..

2. Thisis an accident black . . . . . . . .

She's the black . = = = = | of the family.

Sorry to paint such ablack . == = = =

Concorde has turned out to be a bit of awhite . . . . . =
It's cheaper on the black = = . = = .

She gave me ablack . = . = = = .

Theblack = = = = = | means the government loses a lot of tax.

Are you 100% honest or do you sometimes tell white lies?

©N® O AW
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Mcmour Idioms: Red / Blue

1: Literal and non-literal meanings

To help you with some of the idioms in this unit, can you answer the following
guestions?

1.When a very important person arrives in your country what colour of carpet is
brought specially for them to walk on?

. In your language what colour do you use to describe bruises?

. What colour does your face go when you are embarrassed?

. What colour makes bulls angry?

. What colour do you call pornographic films in your language?

. If someone punches you in the eye, what colour does the skin around your eye
become?

ok, wnN

“The Government has promised a

programme to cut bureaucratic
red tape.”

Newspaper report

2: Red or blue?

Choose the colour which completes the idiom - red or blue:

1. The first time | went skiing was great fun but | fell over every five seconds! | was
black and red/blue all over the next day - bruises everywhere.

2. | got a huge surprise last week. My cousin from Australiajust arrived on my
doorstep completely out of the red/blue.

3. I'vejust got back from visiting our Swedish factory. They were incredibly
welcoming. They gave me the red/blue carpet treatment.

4. | used to go the cinema quite a lot but there's not much | want to see these days.
| only go once in a red/blue moon now.

5. I've never been more embarrassed in my lifel Just as the priest asked if anyone
knew any reason why we should not be married, in walked my ex-boyfriend. |
just went as red/blue as a beetroot. He had come with a present for us!

6. Come on, Steve! It's your birthday. We can't stay in tonight. Let's go out and
paint the town red/blue.

7. What really annoys me about getting a visa these days is all the red/blue tape.
You know - the documents, the paperwork, the forms to fill in. It's ridiculous!

8. And then she accused me of lying. Can you believe it? | just saw red/blue and
started shouting at her.

9. | wouldn't use Brian's computer if | were you. Hell scream red/blue murder if
he finds out you've used it.

10. Look, you've asked me fifty times already and you can keep asking until you're
red/blue in the face, but the answer is still "No".
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3. Caught red-handed

Complete the following dialogues with the word red or blue:

1. How can you be sure that it was Rob who's been stealing the CDs?
> Linda saw him putting them in his bag during his lunch break. He was caught
blue-/red- handed.
2. George seems to be the boss's favourite. He's always nice to him.
> Oh, yes. George can do no wrong. He's the blue-/red- eyed boy.
3. Do you want to try that new late-night cinema? It might be quite good.
> No thanks. Somebody told me they show blue/red movies. I'm not interested.
4. John gets quite aggressive when you talk about politics, doesn't he?
> Absolutely. And if you criticise the Labour party
it's like a bluefred rag to a bull. He can't resist
trying to put you right.
5. Sorry to hear about your father. Had he been ill
for some time or ...?
> No, it was a heart attack. Totally
unexpected - a complete bolt out
of the blue/red.

“Ernest was thinking about the
meaning of life when he suddenly
had a heart attack. It was like a
bolt out of the blue.”

6. You look worried. Is everything OK?
> Not really. I'm in the blue/fred again. I'm having real money problems.

7. Why did they spend so long at the meeting talking about the colour of the chairs?
> |t was a complete blue/red herring -just a total waste of time!

8. You can drive, can't you, Helen? Was it difficult to learn?
> Oh, | found it really hard - especially the test. | faled it three times. The day |
passed was a blue-/red- letter day for me. | remember it like it was yesterday.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing colour:

1. There'stoo much . == tape. 7. lwasblack and === . al over.
2. Let'spantthetown =~~~ 8. Hesthe = . -eyed boy.

3. Hell scream =~ = | murder. 9. Shewas caught . == -handed.
4. That'slikea == = rag to abull. 10. Itwasa = = .= -letter day.

5. Asktill youre = . in the facel 11. It was a bolt out of the = = = = .
6. |l doitonceina = . . | moon. 12. 1 gotthe = = . | carpet treatment.

What sort of things make you see red?
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Driving Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

lanes crossroads collision gear overtake
bend dead-end backseat steer crash
1. When you pass another car going in the same direction, you . == = = . | it
2.You . ... the car with the steering-wheel.
3. If you drive down aroad and the road stops suddenly, itisa == . = .= = . .
4.You change . = . . = by first depressing the clutch pedal.
5. Motorways usually have three . = == == , the slow lane for lorries, the middle
lane for cars, and the fast lane for overtaking and for breaking the law!
6.A . . .. involves two or more vehicles.
7TA usually involves more than one vehicle, but not necessarily.
8. Nobody likesa . . . . . . | driver!
9.Acurveinaroadiscaleda . . . .. . . .
10. When you cometoa . . . . . . . , you have to decide which direction to go in.

2. In the driving seat

Match the idioms in bold type with the meanings below:

1.Bill used to be boss, but his nephew is in the driving seat now.

2. Italy has overtaken France as the number two holiday destination.

3. This new computer is driving me mad!

4. Last year was a bit difficult, -but | think the company's turned the corner now.
5. Come on! Step on it! We're going to be late.

6.1 wonder if you could help me out. We're in a bit of ajam.

7.1 wish | could leave. Thisis a dead-end job.

8. I'd steer clear of Di today, if | were you. She's in a dreadful mood.

9. The team weren't too bad in the first half, but ten minutes into the second half

they seemed to go up a gear. Then they won 3 nil!

10. Come on! It's time to hit the road, Jack.

a. keep away from

b. in control

8 (I:gg\r/\gefor the better “Sarr:pras is in the driving seat
e. make someone angry NOW.

f. have a serious problem Live television commentary on
g. replace | Wimbledon semi-final

h. have no future

i.

increase your effort
. hurry

an
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3: Down the road

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. at a crossroads f. taking a backseat

b. on the road g. the green light

cC. in the  fast lane  h. down the road

d. driving at i. going round in circles

e. crashes j- put a brake on
1. Who knows where we will be a couple ofyears =~ .. .. . | ?
2. Our reps spend about six months =~~~ . . every year.
3. If the Stock Market . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... .. we're all In serious trouble!
4. I'm afraid we'll haveto . . . our spending for a while.
5.Life doesn't suit everyone.
6. At last! They've givenus . . . . . . . . Now we can go ahead!

7.You can decide fromnow on. I'm . . . ... ...
8.I'm not sure | know what exactly you're . . ... ...
9. Let's get to the point! For the past hour wevebeen =~~~ . . . . .
10.1 think my careeris . . . . . ... . .. | fed like a change of direction.

4: Round the bend

Complete these short dialogues using the following idioms:

a. We're in the dow lane going nowhere.
b. It's driving me round the bend!

c. We're on a collison course.

d. You won't catch me doing a U-turn.

1. Have you got to grips with your new software?

>You must bejoking! . .
2. Are you going to change your mind?

>Me? Change my mind? .
3. Do you think you and your head of department are going to agree?

>No, L don't . .
4.1 hear your company's not doing very well.

>You're dead right = .

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:

... ... me mad 6 .. .. ... . a backseat

2 him round the bend 7 ... round in circles
3. us the green light 8 the corner

4 up a gear Q9 .. a brake on

5. .. the road 0 ... clear

What sort of things drive you mad?
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Vglig22:8 Eating ldioms

1: Non-literal meanings

Here are some common idioms using 'eating’ words. Match them up with their
meanings:

1. It's not my taste. a. | am extremely hungry.

2.1 had to eat my words. b. | don't like it.

3. I've had my fill. c. It wasn't popular.

4. That didn't go down well. d. | was proved to be wrong.

5.1 bit his head off. e. | spoke sharply to him.

6. | made ameal of it. f. | don't want any more.

7.1 could eat a horse. g. | love chocolates and other sweets.
8. I've got a sweet tooth. h. | took too long to do it.

“How dare you accuse me of biting your head off!”

2: | could eat a horse

Complete these dialogues with the idioms in Exercise 1. You will need to change
some of them a little.

1. Areyou still hungry?

SYES, . . .,
2. | thought you liked opera.
>NO, . .. in music at all.
3. What do you think of the new tax on plane tickets?
>ltwon't . ... with business people or people living in outlying areas.

4. Do you think Jane will have a dessert?
> I'm sure she will. She's alwayshad === = ... . = |

5. | had said absolutely nothing, so | have no ideawhy Bill. .~ .. ... . !
> | know. | spoke to him and he's sorry he said what he said. He's going to
apologise to you personally.
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6. My teacher told me I'd fail al my exams. Then | passed with the top grades!
> | suppose you made him ... .. !

7. I've been working on this essay for weeks. | don't know when I'll get it finished.
>Youll have to hurry up. Youre . ... . !

8. So, Nigdl, you're not standing for the committee again this year?
>No, I've . ... of committees. I'm stepping down.

3. Swallow your pride
Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. left a bad taste in my mouth e. swallow your pride

b. bit my head off f. something to get my teeth into
c. digest g. a second bite at the cherry

d. have your cake and eat it h. bite off more than you can chew

1.1 can't afford the rent on my flat. My parents have said | can go back and live
with them but I'd fed such a failure.

> | thinkyou'll just haveto . . . . . . . . . . . and accept their help.
2. Keep away from Christine this morning. She's in a bad mood.
> know. She . . . . ... for no reason when | arrived.

3. So, Tom apologised for what he'd said to you?

>Yes, but the whole experiencehas =~ ... . . . ...
4. | thought you liked your job. Why do you want a change?

> | need afresh challenge- = . . ..
5. I'm going to try to fix the car myself.

>Wsdl, if it's difficult, don't do it. Don't . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... .. .
6. So, what do you think about the new budget proposals, then?

> | haven't really had timeto . = . . . . | al the details yet.
7.1 fed like a few days dff, but | really need the overtime.

> The problem with you is you awayswantto . . .. ... .. .
8. I've failed my university entrance exam. I'm not sure if | can re-take it.

> | expectyou can. Youre alowed = . . . ... , surely?

4: Revision

Choose the correct word in the sentences below:
1.1 bit off more than | could swallow/chew.
2.You can't have a second bite/chew at the cherry.
3. He had to eat/swallow his words.

4. Bite/Swvallow your pride and say you'll accept.
5.1 need something to get my teeth/ tooth into.

6. It left a bad smell/taste in my mouth.

7.1 said sorry but shejust bit/chewed my head off.
8. My idea didn't go up/down very well.

When was the last time you bit off more than you could chew?
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Eye Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.

2:

blind bargain eyelids
blink peel eyebrows
If you buy something at much less than the normal price, it'sa . .. . = . .
You . . . thousands of times every day.
Before you eat an orange, you haveto = = = . | it.
A person who cannot seeis = = = = .

The lines of hair above your eyes are called your. . = =~ = = .
When you close your eyes, they are covered by your. . = = = .

With my eyes closed

Complete the sentences with these expressions containing the word eye:

a. in the public eye e. up to my eyes

b. see eye to eye f. more to him than meets the eye
c. pull the wool over my eyes g. with my eyes closed

d. eyes in the back of your head h. out of the corner of my eye

.1 spend alot of time on the road in my job. I've driven from London to Edinburgh

so many timesnow | coulddo it .= ... ... .

. I've got three young children. You can't sit down and relax for a minute. You need

. | wouldn't want to be famous. You live your life . ... ... ...

You get no privacy whatsoever. It would drive me mad.

. Sorry, but I'm afraid | have to cancel lunch together. I'm ... ... .. . . .

in work at the moment. How about next week?

. | get on very well with my father. We = .. ... | on most things.
. I was lying in bed when | noticed something moving . ... .. ... ... .

| jumped up and turned the light on to see a massive spider on my pillow.

. | discovered yesterday that 'Boring Bob' at work is a black belt in karate and has

a Japanese wife. There's obviously .. ... . . ...

. Don't try to pretend you've been working late in the office. | rang and they told me

you'd left early. You can't ...

Now write the idiom with the following meanings:

9.very busy. . .
11.deceive or trick. . . . . . .
12. be watchful . . . . . . .
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3. Keep your eyes peeled

Match the sentences below to make two-line dialogues:

1. I'm sure this can't be the right way to get on to the motorway.

. They offered you double your salary? What did you do? Fall off your chair?

. Malcolm was rather rude to you yesterday, wasn't he? Have you spoken to him?

. You must spend a lot of money on clothes, Sarah. You always look so smart.

. Shall we have another bottle? The waiter'sjust over there.

. | think Steve rather likes Andrea, don't you? He spent the whole evening talking
to her and ignoring everyone else.

. Are you coming in for a swim? The water 10oks lovely.

. What did you think of the best man's speech?

9. I'd like your opinion on this report as soon as you've got a minute.

ook, wWN

0

No, | decided to turn a blind eye to it. He's under alot of pressure at work.

. You can say that again! He couldn't take his eyes off her.

. No. | didn't bat an eyelid. | looked straight at them and said it wasn't enough.
. Good idea. Try and catch his eye.

. Just leave it with me and I'll run my eye over it.

It raised a few eyebrows! | think he should have kept quiet about the baby!

. No, I'll stay here and keep an eye on our things.

. Wdll, just keep your eyes peeled for a sign. There must be one somewhere.

| don't really spend that much. I'vejust got an eye for a bargain.

TSTQ D0 T

"Therewas something strange about Mr

Pinkerton that made James think he
had eyes in the back of his head.”

\,..J
4. Revision /é
Look back at the idiomsin this unit and add the missing verbs:
. didn't == = . an eyelid 5 eye to eye
2 ablind eye to it 6 your eyes peeled
3. eyes in the back of your head 7T . an eye on things
4 your eye over something 8. morethan . = the eye

Now add the missing prepositions:

Q9 . the public eye 12. turnablind eye === it
o to my eyes in work 13. seeeye . | eye
. doit = . . | my eyes closed 14. keepaneye . . my things

Are you up to your eyes at the moment?
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MFace Idioms

1: Literal and non-literal meanings

We all know the literal meaning of face. But do you know that a clock or a watch
also has a. face? We can use face as a noun. It often has the meaning appearance.
For example, put on a braveface. When we use it as a verb, it often has the
meaning look clearly at or confront. For example, toface the consequences.
Face sometimes means the whole person. Someone once said:

I'm not just a pretty face.
Mrs Thatcher was called:

the unacceptable face of capitalism.
Helen of Troy had:

the face that launched

a thousand  ships.

“I'm glad I'm not Joe. He’s facing
the music at the moment!”

2. The grammar of face

In these first five examplesface is used as a verb. Use these words to complete
the idioms:

the consequences work the music thefact afull meal

11 suppose it'stime | faced . . = = = . that Lydia isn't interested in me because
I'm old enough to be her father!

2. Did you hear that Joe didn't back up his computer last night and it crashed this
morning? He's with the boss at the moment - no doubt facing !

3.1 couldn't face . . =~ . . . . A sandwich is enough for me.

41justcan'tface . = = = . . at the moment - not so soon after the funeral.

5.I'll take the decision. I'm not afraid to face = . = . = . = = = = . if things go wrong.
In these examplesface is used as a noun. Add the following verbs:

put got lose keep putting save
6. People won't give their opinions during meetings in case they are wrong. They
don'twantto . . . . . . face.
7. When Di fdl off her chair, itwas al | coulddoto . . . . = . . a straight face.
8. Why haveyou = .= = = . such along face today? Has something happened |

don't know about?
9. You've no doubt heard that Frank's mother was in a car accident this morning.

| think it's fairly serious, but he seemstobe == === a brave face on it.

10. It's nice to meet you at last, Mr Lee. It'sgood to be ableto .= = . = = . aface to a
name.

11.1 think the government isjust tryingto = = . = = face
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3. Expressions with face

Fill in the following expressions in the sentences below:

a. off theface of the earth e. all over your face
b. blue in theface f. face toface
c. staring us in theface g. flat on hisface
d. at face value h. to hisface
1.You can keep asking till you're . .. . - I'm not going to change
my mind.

2. Maureen always has an ulterior motive. You can never take what she says

3. Everybody knows that Andy is the wrong person for the new post, but nobody
ispreparedtosay so . .. .. ... ... ..

4. Has anyone seen my car keys? | put them down five minutes ago and now they've
disappeared . = . .. ... ... !

5. I'vejust come back from a holiday in Borneo. It was amazing. | actually came
_______________________ with areal gorillal

6. Come on, Pete, somebody's been eating my biscuits. It must've been you. It's
written . ...

7. Weve spent ages trying to decide who to send to the conference in Tokyo. The
answer'sheen . ... Let's ask Ray. He studied
Japanese at university!

8. The President was a bit accident-prone. He oncefdl .. .. .. .. . . .
as he was getting up to give a major speech.

4: Revision

Put the following pairs of words into the sentences below:

a. written -face €. putting - brave
b. blue -face f.  disappeared - earth
c. face - name g. flat -face
d. say -face h. keeping - straight
i a. . ... face was never one of my talents!
2.You can ask till you're = .= ] inthe .
3.Mypenhas = . = . off the face of the . == = = =
4. | know what's going on. It's . = = . = = | al overyour . .. .
5.1fl . onmy .. .. . . and hurt my arm.
6. If you want to say something, . . = = === ittomy ...
7. 1t'snicetoputa . =~ . .. toa . ..
8. She's very upset, but shes = = = a. ... face on it.

Have you been in a situation recently when you found it difficult to keep a
straight face?
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lelj@2 ¥l Fingers and Thumbs Idioms

1: Literal and non-literal meanings

Match the literal ideas on the left with their non-literal meanings on the right:

1. If you twiddle your thumbs a. you accuse someone of something.
2. If you never lift afinger b. you are good at gardening.

3. If you point the finger C. you believe in luck.

4. If you get your fingers burnt d. you see the problem.

5. If you get your finger out e. you are lazy.

6. If you have green fingers f. you lose money.

7. 1fyou are all fingers and thumbs g. you try harder.

8. If you keep your fingers crossed h. you are wasting time.

9. If you put your finger on something i. you are not good with your hands.

2: Finger or thumb?

Usefinger(s) or thumbfs) to complete the idioms in these sentences:
1. There's something strange about Graham, but I'm not sure what it is. | can't

putmy ... on it.

2.1 was miles from the nearest garage when | ran out of petrol, so | just stood at
the side of theroad and triedto . . . . . . . = . . a lift.

3. If you want to pass this exam you really need to getyour. . . . . . = = | out

and start some serious study.

4.1 invested some money in stocks and shares a couple of years ago but | got my
___________ badly burnt. | lost about £10,000. Never again!

5. My dental appointment was supposed
to be for four o'clock but | had to sit in

the waiting room twiddling my . . = . - F
for an hour. s o L © ,°
6. My flatmate is driving me crazy. | have - ”@ BE,
N;

to do all the cleaning. She never lifts a i {/va{a
___________ to help. m;
7. Robert, you can't wear a suit to Colin's \}L -
é s~z
74

party! Everyone else will be wearing

jeans. Youll stick out like a sore L \TZ‘? 7 7
7 ,L__.Ai —-.,_\ \ ) \ ——
8.1 had a great idea at work that we " g

should have brightly coloured walls,

. . “Robert’s suit 't the onl
more plants and pictures but it got the ARETLS Suil sl - s AU

thing that stuck out like a sore

_______ s down. They're so thumb at Colin’s party!”
conservative.
9.Asaruleof =~ , redheads should never wear bright yellow.
10.It's too easy to pointthe = = = = = | at today's parents. There are an awful lot

of influences on young people in the modern world.
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3: Fingers crossed!

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

. thefingers of one hand
. round her little finger “Mr Portillo claimed that the
Prime Minister had his finger on

Britain’s pulse.”

. green fingers

a. under her thumb
. fingers  crossed News report

b
c
d. at your fingertips
e
f
g

. fingers and  thumbs
h. finger on the pulse

1. I've got my final exam tomorrow.
> Good luck! I'l keepmy . . . for you.

2. Danny and Jane have a strange relationship. She gets her own way all the time.
> Ohyes. She can twist him .. .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

3.1 see. So, you can put all the data onto the computer network.
>That's right. Then any information you needis . ... ... .. . . . ..
immediately.

4. You've dropped something, Sandra. Here you are.

>Thanks. | keep dropping things this morning. I'madl. ... .

5. Look at these plants, Viv. They're all dying. | don't know what I'm doing wrong.
> Speak to Nina. She's the one with . . .. .. .. ... .. . ...
6. I'm going to ask Tony if he wants to come away with us on the golf weekend.
> He won't come. His wife won't let him. He'stotally .~~~ ... ... . .
7. Does anybody know who the new Personnel Manager is going to be?
>| have no idea. Ask Chris. He'sgothis . ..~ . . . .. .
8. My boyfriend took me out to a lovely Italian restaurant last night.
> Lucky you. | can counton . . . . ... the number of times
my husband's taken me out for a meal recently.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:

i out like a sore thumb 6. . . your fingers crossed
2 him round her little finger 7. it the thumbs down
3. your finger out 8. ... your thumbs

4 my finger on it Q9 .. a lift

5. . on the fingers of one hand L my fingers burnt

Are you keeping your fingers crossed about something at the moment?
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Slglig2tel Fire Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fire has always been very important in all societies. It is not surprising that
the image of fire is used in many situations - particularly human relationships.
Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

ambition sparks row baptism,
temper flames fuel blaze

1. Gas, coa and oil are al typesof = = = = .
2. A large, dangerous fireiscalleda . . = . . .

3. Another word for a serious argumentisa = . . . . .

4. People who want to improve their lives or achieve something have . = = = = =

5. The Christian ceremony when a person is dipped in water or is sprinkled with
drops of water iscalled . . = = = = .

6. Fred hasaverybad == == = = He gets annoyed about nothing sometimes.

7. When you hit two stones together, you can make = = = = = fly.

8.The . werejumping 100 feet into the air and it took the fire brigade over

three hours to bring them under control.

2. A burning ambition

Use these nouns to complete the idioms in the sentences below:

burning flames sparks blazing
smoke heated fiery fire 3
1.1 want to be an actor. I'vegota . . . . . = . ambition to play Hamlet at the

Globe Theatre in London.
2. She's got a lot of potential as ajazz singer, but she's not going to set the

worldon ... ... .. . ..

3.lhada . == .= = | row with my girlfriend last night. I'm beginning to
think we don't have that much in common.

4. Be careful what you say to Martin. He'sgota . . . = = = = | temper.

5.1 wouldn't say we had an argument. It wasjusta = . = .= . = = = . discussion.

6.1 met Jackie at a conference and liked her immediately. We got on like a house
on . ........ . ..

7.Youre playing with =~~~ . . If the company find out what you've done,

you'll be looking for a new job.

8.1 was planning a quiet weekend, but Sally and Richard invited themselves round
on Saturday, so al my planswentup in .. . . .

9. Even- time | have anew ideayou just shoot me downin .~ . = without
really listening to what | have to say.

10. Have you ever heard Kate and Tina discussing politics? The . .. . . = ===
really fly when they disagree about something.
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3: An old flame
Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. an old flame
no smoke without fire
adds more fuel to thefire
a baptism of fire
a blaze of publicity Newspaper headline
f. burn my bridges
g. fired my imagination
1.1 didn't know Carol knew Chris.
>Ohyes. She's . = .. .. ... of his from their time at university.
2. Can you remember your first day in the classroom, Pat?
>Yes, | had to teach maths to a class of 30 very difficult sixteen-year-olds. It was
____________________ ,1 can tell you.
3. Have you seen the new Bond film yet?
>Yes, but despite . ... when it came out, it didn't live
up to expectations - at least not mine.
4. There's a rumour that the Prime Minister is going to resign, but | can't believe it.
>Wsdl, you know what they say - there's . .~
5. So what made you decide to go to Uganda on holiday?
>Wadl, | saw this film a couple of years ago and itjust .. .. ... .. .
6. Did | hear you're resigning?
> Wadl, I'm looking for a change, but I'm not leaving thisjob till I've got something
fixed up. I don'twantto . . ... . . .
7. That's the third government minister who's resigned this week.
> There's been something funny going on for a long time. Thisjust . . ==~ == .

“How | survived a baptism of fire.”

® oo T

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:
.. the world on fire 5. . fuel to the fire
2. a blazing row 6. .. the imagination
3. with fire 7T up in smoke

4 on like a house on fire 8 your bridges

Have you got a burning ambition to do something?
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Fishing Idioms

1: Literal meanings

It is not surprising that English in particular is a language which isrich in idioms

associated with fishing. Underline all the words in this passage to do with fish:
If you fish in the seayou need a fishing line or net. At the end of your line will be a hook
or hooks on which you have put bait. To catch fish like cod or haddock you simply lower
your line into the water and wait for them to rise to the bait. If you want to catch mackerel
you trawl your line behind a slow-moving boat. In some countries fishermen cast nets into
the sea from the shore. In the Atlantic fishermen use huge nets from boats called trawlers.
Fresh-water fishing, or angling, isvery different. You use arod and line. You cast your line
into ariver or lake. Fish such as salmon are caught on their way up or down river. They
spawn in ponds. Children often go fishing for tiny fish called 'tiddlers'.

2: Quite a catch!

Use these 10 common idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. There's plenty morefish in the sea

b. He's a bigfish in a small pond.

c. We've landed a big contract in Japan.
d. Are you fishing for  compliments?

e. They've spawned several new companies.
f.

g

h

i

« . where tiddlers can swim with

the big fish.”

I'm hooked!
. He's a cold fish.
He's quite a catch.
She's angling for promotion.
j- There's something fishy going on.

Report on the state of the
insurance industry

1. He's good-looking. He's got a big house. He's powerful.
>Yes, . .. by anybody's standards!

2. Do you play squash every day of the week?
Yes, I'm afraid .. ... ... .. ... ... ...

3.You can never get the tiniest smile out of him. I've never seen him laugh.
>No, ... ...

4. Prime Minister of Luxembourg! And he thinks he's important!
>Well, | suppose . . . !

5. He just phoned me and told me he didn't want to see me again!
> Oh, don't worry! =

6. Why are they having all those secret meetings behind closed doors?

S

7.What do you think of my hair?
S !

8. Why are we thinking of opening an office in Osaka?
>

9. This is the third time this week that Lucy has had lunch with the MD!
> |t wouldn't surprise meif . .. .
10. Impex's move to the North has been really successful, hasn't it?
> Yes, it's been good news for the local economy .~ . .
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3: Hook, line and sinker

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. trawl through d. rise to the bait
b. hook, line, and sinker e. let him off the hook
c. dlipping through the net f. cast our net wider

1.Weve got the deal and on our terms! They believed our story about not being
able to afford the extra 10%. They swalowed it . =~ . .. . !

2. We spend a fortune training people, then before we know it, they've moved on to
one of our competitors. We must look after them better so that they stay with us.
There'stoo many . . . . .. . . .

3. This is the first time John's made a mistake. It was a one-off. Trust him. He'll be
more careful in future. | think we should . . . .. .. ... .. .. . this time.

4. Look, the unions want a strike. Ifwe =~ . .. we'll be playing
right into their hands.

5. The police are looking for a man in his thirties who has probably been in prison

already. They're havingto = . . . .. . .. their computer records.
6. Thisjob is too important to advertise in the local papers. If we want to attract a
top sales manager, weneedto . . . . ... | and advertise nationally.

4: Different fish

The following idioms mention five different kinds of fish: the flounder, minnow,
herring, whale, and shark. Match them with their meanings:

1. They'rejust floundering about, a. They are unscrupulous and dishonest.

2. They'rejust minnows. b.It has nothing to do with what we're discussing.
3. That's a red herring. c.They don't know what they're doing.

4. They had awhale of a time. d.They are very small and unimportant.

5. They're sharks. e.They had a wonderful time.

5: Revision

Try to remember which idioms these pairs of words come from. Then put them
into the spaces below:

whale - time landed - contract
plenty - sea let - hook
rise - bait cast - wider
1. Congratulations! | heardyou . = = = the Japanese . = = = = .
2. You're better off without him. He was totally unreliable. Thereare . = = . more
fish inthe = . . .
3. Brian is usually very shy, but if you want to get him talking, start talking about
politics. Hell soon = . | tothe . . = .
4.1 was late again but my boss = = . . | me off the = = . = as long as it doesn't
happen again.

5. Youll never find ajob if you limit yourself to this area. You really must = == = .
your net abit =~ . . .
6. What a party! Wehada . . | ofa . . = !

When was the last time you had a whale of a time?
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Slali@e10l Food Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

couch pinch sliced variety

stew spices icing pickle
LA is another word for sofa.
2. Some people prefer to buy uncut bread. Some prefer to buy it already. . . . . . .
3. Ifyou . =~ meat, you cook it slowly in liquid in a pan with the lid on.
4. Wedding cakes are usually covered in thick sweet white . = == =
5. Ginger, cinnamon, pepper and cloves are all examples of. . = = = = .
6. Myjob is not the same every day. There's plenty of =~ = = =
7T.A of salt is the amount you can pick up between your finger and thumb.
8. Ifyou . . | onions, you preserve them in vinegar.

2: Not my cup of tea

Complete the idioms in the following sentences with these expressions:

a. a piece of cake f. in a pickle

b. couch potato g. cucumber

c. foodfor thought h. went pear-shaped
d. not my cup of tea i. salt of the earth

e. hot cakes j. bread and butter

1. Most of my colleagues go for a drink after work on Fridays but | don't normally
go. Going to the pubis . .. ... . ... ..

2. My brother works hard during the week but at the weekends he spends most of
his time lying on the sofawatching TV. Hecan be areal .. .. ... = = . .

3. Thewhole peace settlement =~ . .. . when the terrorists planted a
bomb in the main railway station.

4. | went windsurfing for the first time on Saturday. | thought it was going to be
_________________ , but | soon realised it was a lot more difficult than I'd
expected.

5. So you write novels and poetry, do you?
> Yes, but sportsjournalism'smy. .. ...

6. Did you see the way Sandra handled that aggressive customer? She was as cool

asa . ... ...
7. It would only take the cost of a few fighter planes to get rid of leprosy from the
world. That's . . . ... ... ... . . ,isn't it?

8. | readlly like Janet. She's uncomplicated and honest. What you see is what you
get. She's always helping people. She'sthe .. .
9. This is the new Nintendo football game. We've only got two left in the shop.

They've been selling like . ... ..
0. I'm .. I've got to be at the dentist's in 10 minutes and I'm

expecting an important phone call. Could you answer my phone and say I'l
be back in about an hour's time?
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3: On the breadline

Fill in the following words and expressions in the dialogues below:

a. stew in his own juice d. egg on our face
b. butter him up e. on the breadine
C. cheesed off f. take that with a pinch of salt

1.1t says in the paper that our financial situation has never been better.
> Try telling that to the people who are living ..~~~

2. What's the matter with you? You look totally fed up.
>| am. | was supposed to have a day off on Friday but I've just been told | can't
because there's too much work. I'mrealy =~ . ... ..

3. A few days before we ask our boss for anything, we start being extra nice to her.
>We do the same with our boss! Wejust =~~~ ... . . a bit. It's
never failed yet!

4. There's a story going about that we're being sold to the Koreans.

>iId . | don't know where nonsense like that starts!
5. I'm going to phone Mike to see if he's ready to say sorry about that argument.
> No, don't do that. It's his fault, soleehim . . . . ... ... .. .. ... . for a while.

6. We ended up with . . . .. ... .
> How come?
Well, after we had insisted on everyone else doing things correctly, we discovered
that we were the ones who had been breaking the rules!

4. The spice of life

Finish the idioms below with the following phrases:

a. since dsliced bread C. eggs in one basket
b. the icing on the cake d. the spice of life

1.1 can't understand people who go on holiday to the same place year after year.
| go somewhere different every year. For me, varietyis . ... .. ... .. . . ... .

2. The golden rule with investments is to put your money in a variety of different
companies. Don't put al your. ..~ ...

3. My new software is the best thing .~ . . . .. . . It's made my job so
much easier.

4. | love my new job - the people, the work, the money. The fact they've given me the
car of my dreamsisjust =~~~

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final words:

1. stew in his own _ _ _ _ 6. witheggonmy . =

2. take that with a pinch of .. . . . 1. theicingonthe . =

3. best thing sincesliced =~ =~ 8. saltofthe = =

4. variety isthe spiceof .~ 9. ascoolasa .. . .

5. selling like hot _ _ 10. notreally my cup of. . = .

Have any of your plans gone pear- shaped recently?
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Slpliwea M Foot Idioms

1: Foot or feet?
Usefoot or feet to complete the idiomatic expressions in these sentences:

1. People ask you the most unexpected questions in thisjob. You really have to
think on your foot /feet.

2. When | get home from work, the first thing | do is make a cup of tea, put my
foot/feet up and relax in front of the TV.

3. I'm having my flat decorated at the moment. They're supposed to finish it today
but they've been dragging their foot/feet so it'll probably be Friday now.

4.You can't live with your parents for ever, Victor. You're twenty-six. It's time you
were standing on your own two foot/feet.

5. The French goalkeeper played brilliantly. He didn't put afoot/feet wrong.

6.1 don't mind my son going to discos and clubs but | had to put my foot /feet
down when he started coming home as late as two or three in the morning.

7.1 get on very well with my flatmate now but we got off on the wrong foot /feet
because she used to play her music so loud. It was fine after we talked about it.

“Now we don’t want lo get off on the wrong foot, do we, Samantha?”

8.1 know you're on holiday, Martin, but you still need to help in the kitchen. I'm not
going to wait on you hand and foot/feet the whole time.
9.1 worked for thirteen hours yesterday. | was dead on my foot/feet when | got

home.
10.1 like the idea of having an office party, but who's going to foot/feet the bill?

2. Non-literal meanings

Look back at the exercise and find the idioms with these meanings:

1.think quickly. .
2.work dowly
3. beindependent. = .
4. make no mistakes. . . . ..
5. object to something. =~~~ . .

6. pay. . .
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3: Rushed off our feet

Put the following verbs into the dialogues below:

a. got cold feet e. setfoot

b. get itchy feet f. find my feet

c. landed on her feet g put myfoot in it

d. rushed off our feet h. keep yourfeet on the ground

1. Have you had a busy day? You look exhausted.
> Yes, it was the first day of the sale. Wewere .~~~

2. You've lived in lots of different countries, haven't you, lan?
>Yes, | can't stay in one place for too long. After about ayear | ...~~~ . .
_________ and | need to move on somewhere new.

3. Well, Andy, did you go out with Jill over the weekend? Did you ask her?

> | wanted to phone her but . . .. ... ... . . at the last minute so | didn't.
4. Has your sister found aleb yet? o T, e
> Didn't | tell you? She's got a wonderful job in N / -,
the city - company car, incentives, bonuses - - »/7 3 D) "
she'sredly = ... ... e (é( N
5. Oh dear, | think I'vejust . . . ... ... ... ... ! 8] -—
>Why? What have you done? ( &»’[éﬁ?ﬁ y
I've just asked Jane about her holiday in Africa ] .'///
> Oh, no! And you didn't know that the e Y
airline had gone bust! o ) o
6. So, you had a good time in Paris, then? { )43/3 t%

>Yes, butl hopel never . ... . . .
in another art gallery! We spent hours walking
round them because of the rain!
7. How's the newjob going, Sam?
> It's al very new. | think it'll take me a couple of weeksto . . ..~ . . = = .
8. It's my firstjob, and they're giving me a company car! And the salary is twice what
| expected. What do you think of that, then?

“T've really landed on my feet!”
said Miss Smiley as she heard
of her promotion.

SJust . , son! That's all | can say!

4: Revision

Choose the correct word to complete the idiom:
1. You have to think . . . == your feet in thisjob. with/on
2. Somebody hasto . . = = . the bill. foot/feet
3.You need time to find . . = . . .. feet. your/the
41was . . . . on my feet when | got home. dead/alive
5.1wasrushed = = == | my feet. from/off
6. Oh dear. | think I'vejust put my foot . . . . . . . it on/in
71got . . feet and changed my mind. hot /cold
8.Wegot offonthe = . = foot. right/wrong
9. Il never =~ foot in that place again. set/put

10. He didn't =~ = = = . a foot wrong. put/get

When was the last time you put your foot in it? What did you do about it?

73



WHand Idioms

1: Definitions

Read these statements. Each one contains information about an idiom
containing hand.

1. Shops and houses change hands when they are sold.

2. If you reject something out of hand, you reject it totally, with no discussion.

3. People who live from hand to mouth never save for tomorrow.

4. 1f you have a big hand in something, it means that you have had a lot of influence
over it.

. If you've got your handsfull, you are very busy with lots to do.

. If things get out of hand, they get out of control.

7. 1f you read everything you can get your hands on, you read anything and

everything.
8. If you have time on your hands, you have time to spare.

o g

“Willie Whitelaw was what every Prime

Minister needs — a safe pair of hands.”

Newspaper obituary of a former
Deputy Prime Minister

Complete these dialogues using one of the above idioms:

1. Let's go to that Greek restaurant we went to last year. It was nice.

> It's a Chinese restaurantnow. It =~ . . . last September.
2. Is there any chance you could work on Saturday? Mark's still ill.
> Normaly | would, but =~ . .. this weekend. | have to look

after the children because Mary's visiting her parents.
3. Did you show your ideas to the rest of your department?

> They didn't even bother to read them. They rejected them . =~ = = = !
4. 1 hope these drunks aren't going to cause trouble.

> Don't worry. I'll cal the policeif. .. ... ... ... ..
5. We're decorating the house at the moment. It's taking ages.

>| could give you a hand. I've got abitof . . . . . at the moment.
6. How do you become a successful writer? Where do you get your ideas from?

> | read very widely. In fact, | read everythingl can =~~~ ... . .. .
7. How are you managing since you lost your job?

>We'rejust . . We aren't able to save

anything, but we manage.
8. Thank you for organising such an excellent meeting.

>Thank you, but don't forget Maria. She .~ . . . . . in al the

planning as well.
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2. Give you a hand

Fill in the following verbs in the sentences below:

turn fell count know
give take keep hand
1. That looks heavy. Let me = = == you a hand.
2. | love it here. It's so peaceful. Youcan == = = the number of cars you see here

in aweek on the fingers of one hand.
3. Martin's one of those annoying peoplewhocan = . = their hand to almost
anything - sport, painting, music - he's good at everything.

4. This report is strictly confidential. If it =~ . . | into the wrong hands, we would

all be in serious trouble.

5.1 don't care if you know who did this to your car, you shouldn't deal with it
yourself. Call the police. You can't = . = = the law into your own hands.

6. You might not like his style or methods but you'vegotto = = = = | it to him -
he's a brilliant salesman.

7. The problem with this company is communication. Half the time the right hand

doesn't . . = what the left hand is doing.

8. | used to play squash three or four times aweek, but | just don't have the time

now. | still =~ my hand in by playing occasionally.

“Let me give you a hand.”

3: Revision

Complete each idiom with hand or hands:
1. Were living from = to mouth at the moment.
2.Shecanturnher = = = = to almost anything.
3.I'vegot alot of timeonmy = = = at the moment.
4.You can't take the law into your own . . = =
5.1 still keepmy =~ in.
6. That shop has changed = == = = again.
7.This information must not fal into thewrong . . = = = = .
8. I'vegotmy . = full at the moment.

9.1 called the police when things started to get out of = . = = = .
10. They rejected my idea out of. = .= = = = .

Can you turn your hand to painting and decorating? What about cooking?
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Slplige¥Y Head Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Use the following words in the definitions below:

block bury examines
tail screw roll
1.When you are ill, you go to the doctor who . = = = = = you.
2. Centuries ago, if your head wasonthe . . = = = . , it was about to be cut of!
3. Our cat died last week. We decidedto . =~ = = | it in the garden.
4. In ten-pin bowling, you haveto = == == the ball down a narrow lane and try to

knock over the ten pins.
5. When my dog's happy, he wags his . == = == =
6. Make sureyou . . . the top on properly! You don't want the bottle to leak

in your luggage.

2. Not off the top of my head

a. It's my head that's on the block.

. A lot of it went right over my head.

c. She's head and shoulders above the rest.
d. | could do it standing on my head.

e. | can't make head nor tail of it.

f. Not off the top of my head.
g
h

O

. Two heads are better than one. ]
. He's got his head in the clouds. “He’s got his head in the clouds!”

Complete these dialogues using one of the above idioms:
1. Do you know Bill's phone number?
____________________________________ I've got it in my address book.
2. Sorry about the mistakes, but none of them was very serious.

>That's easy for you to say, but . .~ . ... . not yours!
3. He's atypical teenager. No sense of responsibility. He thinks he'll walk into ajob.

STKNOW .. most of the time.
4. Is it difficult to make a homepage or a website?

> Not really. I've done so many now. . . . ..
5. I've read the instruction booklet, but | couldn't understand it.

>|'velooked at it too, and . . . . . ... either!
6. Could you give me a hand with these month-end figures?

>Goodidea . . ... !
7. Karen Smith is still top of the class this year, isn't she?

SYES .
8. | see you're reading Stephen King's new book.

> |'vejust finished it. It's interesting but = . ... . ..
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3. Put our heads together

Complete these sentences using the correct form of these verbs:

put bury examine go
keep screw roll laugh
1.I'm sure we can find a solution to this problem ifweal = === = our heads
together.
2. The first two years of running this business were very hard. Wejust about
managedto . = = . . our heads above water.
3. Thisis aproblem we have to face. We can't . = = = = | our heads in the sand and

hope it will go away.
4. 1f you think I'm going to lend you money again, you need your head = == = ==

5. The trouble with some politicians is, after awhile power . = = = = | to their heads
and they think they can do anything.
6. It's the funniest film I've seen for ages. I. = . = = . my head off.

7. When | find out who is responsible for this mistake, headswill = = = == =
8. You don't need to worry about Marco travelling alone. He's only sixteen but he's
got hishead . == = = on. He'll be OK.

4: Rewrite

Rewrite these sentences using an idiom from this unit:

1. | can do it very, very easily.
2. He's sensible.

3. Stop ignoring the problem.
4. | couldn't understand it.

5. We're surviving.

6. You're stupid.

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and complete these expressions:

1. keep our heads = = .= . | water 6. wentright . = my head
2. power hasgone . . = her head 7. got his head screwed . = = =
3. can't make head nor tail. . = = it 8. laughed my head = == .

4. head and shoulders = = = the rest 9 the top of my head
5. bury your head === the sand 10. my head's = = = | the block

Have you ever read anything which went right over your head?
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Slaliey Heart Idioms

1: Literal meanings

The heart has always been seen as one of the most important organs in the body
- perhaps the most important.

1. Heart as centre

For centuries the heart was seen as the centre of the body. We can talk about
living in the heart of the city or going out into the heart of the countryside. We
even talk about the heart of the matter when discussing an issue of some kind.

2. Heart as seat of the emotions

This was a popular idea at one time. We talk about heartfelt thanks. We describe
a very generous person as having a heart of gold while someone who is very
unemotional has a heart of stone. If we see something very tragic, we say it
would break your heart. We describe someone who has just lost a husband or
child as heart-broken.

2. My heart sank

Use these verbs to complete the following:

lose set break
take sank have

1. My heart = . = = when | saw how much washing up there was in the
kitchen.

2. My English teacher is awful. She corrects every little mistake | make and she gets
very impatient if I don't know the answers. I'm startingto . . = = heart.

3. My sister's only six but she's = = = = = | her heart on becoming a ballet dancer.

4. | know you're disappointed butyoucan . = = = | heart from the fact that most
people in Britain fail their driving test first time.

7
Pz

“I didn’t have the heart to say no!”

5. Simon asked if he could play the piano at the wedding. | know he's not very good
but I didn't = = . . . the heart to say no.

6. My car has finally come to the end of its life. I've had it for 20 years. Itll. . = == .
my heart to say goodbye to it.
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3:

Close to my heart

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. in my heart of hearts f. heart's in the right place
b. close to my heart g. got a heart of gold

c. had a change of heart h. heart's not in it

d. after my own heart i. learn things by heart

e. best interests at heart j-  heart-to-heart

John, you're interested in Third World problems, aren't you?

>Yes, it's a subject which has alwaysbeen ... . .. . .

2. My mother is a great help to us. And she does so much for her neighbours as
well.
>Yes, people are always saying she's . . ...
3. I've decided to give up my piano lessons. | just don't seem to be getting
anywhere.
> Wsdl, there's no point continuing ifyour. ... . ... .
4. So, thejob in America came to nothing. Are you disappointed?
>Notrealy =~ ... . ,1 didn't really want to leave Britain.
5. Why are Tom and Julie going back to Australia? | thought they were going to
stay for another six months.
> That was the plan but they've . . . . . . . They're homesick.
6. | don't know about you, but | find Terry difficult, to say the least!
>Wel, he can be a bit rude, but basicaly his . . ... ... ... ..
7. What languages did you study at school?
> Only French. It was so boring. Wejust hadto =~ ... ... .. . . -
verb tables and stuff like that.
8. | like most sports really - especially rugby.
>AhtAman .. I'l really love rughy!
9. Where's Lisa? She's not at her desk.
> No, she'sin David's office. They're havinga . .. .. .. . . about her
future.
10. | don't know if you realise how demanding you can be.
>Yes, | know I'm tough, but please believe | haveyour. . .. ..
4: Prepositions
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing prepositions:
1. learn something . = = heart 5. aman . . . my own heart
2 my heart of hearts 6. achange . . = heart
3.aheart . . gold 7. asubject close . . . my heart
4. my heart wasn't = = it 8. hisheart's . . . the right place

Do you know someone - a friend or neighbour - who has a heart of gold?
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SlaligeIsM Horse Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:
reins saddle bit cart hooves hurdles

1. A farm vehicle pulled by ahorseisa = . . = = = .

2. Cats and dogs have paws; horses have . = .= = = |

3. You control a horse by using the . = = =

4. A horse'sreins are attachedtoa = = = . = - a small metal bar which goes
through the horse's mouth and is used to control it.

5. The fences which horsesjump over are called . = . = ==

6. A horserider sitsona . . . . . . .

2: On the hoof

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. put the cart before the horse e. keep a tight rein
b. on the hoof f. get saddled with
c. the bit between my teeth g. horsesfor courses

d. straight from the horse's mouth h. put it through its paces

_______________ There isn't enough planning.
2. | started a new job last month. It was all a bit strange at first but I'vegot = . = . .
_______________________ now and I'm starting to enjoy it.

3. You can buy a computer for as little as
£600 or as much as £3000. It depends
what you need it for. It's a case of

4. |1 hate going to the airport to meet
international clients but | always . = = = .
______________________ it because
I'm the one who can speak three foreign
languages.

5. Listen, Jane, do you really think buying a
wedding dress is a good idea? | mean,

why not wait till he asks you? Aren't you
) “Mr Harbottle always gets saddled

oS L Ly with the job of meeting our
6. I'vejust got my credit card bill. It's international clients.”

enormous. I'm going to have to

spending for a while.
7. Believe it or not, we're all getting a pay rise next month. And it's notjust a

rumour. | gotit =~ ... Kate told me herself.
8. | hear you'vejust splashed out on a new car. Have you been out on the motorway
yetto . ... ?
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3: A one-horse race

Put the following words in the sentences below:
dead wild one dark high wrong

1. Manchester United are now nine points clear at the top of the Premier League. It's
turningintoa . == = . -horse race.

2. There's no point asking the finance department to extend our budget. You're
flogginga = . . | horse. They'll never change their minds.

3. Just because you've been to university and | haven't, you think you can get on
your . . . | horse every time we discuss something. Well, you're wrong!

4. Nobody really knows alot about the Polish team. They arethe = = = horse in
this World Cup.

5. 1 don't know why you go to discos. You can't have a conversation and they're full
of smoke and sweaty bodies . = = = = = horses couldn't drag me into one of
those places.

6. If you think Johnson is going to become Director General, you're backing the

horse. | reckon it's going to be Robert Newman.

4: Hold your horses!

Complete the dialogues by adding these expressions:

a. horsing around c. hold your horses e. fel at thefirst hurdle
b. eat a horse d. hand the reins over

1. Look at these blank videos. Ten for £5! Let's get twenty of them.
> I They might be useless.

2. So, you've decided to take early retirement, Jim?
> Yes, I've been manager here for twenty years now. It'stimeto . .. === == = =
____________ to someone younger.
3. Are you hungry?
>Yes lcould ... ... ... ... . !
4. Was your idea accepted by the meeting?
> No, there was alegal objection. I'm afradit .. ... . ... .. . ..
5. Jane, put these eggs in the fridge, will you. Here . . . catch!

>Stop . , Jim. You're going to break something.
5: Revision
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing prepositions:
1. keep atightrein .~ . = = | costs 6. straight . = = the horse's mouth
2. got thebit =~ = . my teeth 7. get saddled = = = . . . ajob
3. horses . . . . . .| courses 8. fdl . ... .. the first hurdle
4. putting thecart . =~ . the horse 9. putit .. its paces
5. the hoof 10. don'tget . = = . . . your high horse

What kind of jobs do you get saddled with at home?
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SIS House and Home Idioms

1: Literal and non-literal meanings

Match the idiomatic expressions on the left with the non-idiomatic equivalents
on the right:

1. We got on like a house on fire.

2. She's nothing to write home about.
3. It's as safe as houses.

4. 1t really brought it home to me.

5. He brought the house down.

6. We did it in-house.

7. They ate us out of house and home.
8. Put your own house in order.

Sort out your own problems first.
We liked each other alot.

The audience applauded a lot.

It made me realise.

We had no food left.

She's not specially good-looking.
It's very safe.

We did it ourselves.

S@ oo o

2: House or home?

Decide which word - house or home - correctly completes the idioms below:

1. Hello, Alex. Come in. Make yourself at house/home.

2.1 met my boyfriend's parents last night for the first time. We spent the evening
talking about our love of horses. We got on like a house/home on fire.

3. The number one priority of the new Party Leader must be to put his party's
house/home in order after all the scandals of last year.

4. 1t wasn't until 1 got home and sat down that the news about my job really hit
house/home. Twenty-five years in the same factory and now it's closing.

5. What are we going to do with all these old files? We've got to keep them for legal
reasons. Where are we going to find a house/home for them in the office?

. i =
84 R
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"Now, Miranda, it’s time for a_few home truths.
If you think I'm your servant, you're mistaken.”

6. My flatmate never cleans or does the dishes. | think I'm going to have to tell her
a few house /home truths.

7. I've just got one more exam to pass on my law course and then I'll be house
/home and dry. | can't wait!

8. Look, we can't afford to go to an advertising agency. They cost the earth! Can you
find someone who can design the adverts in-house/in-home?

9. Her performance was superb and really brought the house /home down.

10. This might look dangerous, but | can assure you it's as safe as houses’homes.
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3: Home from home

Fill in the following words and expressions in the dialogues below:

a. house and home e. no-one at home
b. write home f. come home
c. home from home g. brought home
d. a good home h. the home straight
1.You always stay in the same place when you go on holiday, don't you?
>Yes. The same hotel in Venice evely year. It'sarea = . == = . = = for us.
2. My brother and his family came to stay with us at Christmas. They nearly ate us
outof . .. .. We spent a fortune on food.
3. Larry likes to talk, doesn't he? It's sometimes difficult to shut him up.
>Yes. Hell sit and talk until thecows .~~~ . . if you let him.
4. Pam can be a bit slow sometimes. | often have to explain things three times.

> | know what you mean. | don't like saying this, but sometimes it seems as if the
lights are on but there's .~ ... .. .

. Have you seen Christine's new boyfriend? What's he like?

>Wsdl, he's OK, | suppose. But nothingto . . . ... . about.

. We must've picked enough strawberries by now - surely?

> Come on. We only need a few more kilos. Wereon . .. . . now.

. I wish | knew somebody who would give my old music centre . = . . . .
. |1 didn't use to worry about having a beer or two, but last year a friend of mine had

the most terrible car accident. Itrealy =~ = . . . to me the reality of
drinking and driving.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final words:

BOONOUAWN R

. We got on like ahouseon . . = == .

Hell stay chatting till the cows come . = = =

| told him afew home . . . . . = .

He needs to put his housein . = = = .

It took afew days for the news to really hit = = = = .
He's eating us out of houseand . = = = = =

Her last song brought the house . = = = =

It was nothing to write home . = = = =

The lights are on but no-one'sat = = . = = = .

. Were on the home . . . . . .

Is there anywhere you visit which is a real home from home for you?
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ShIliweYA Life and Death Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

lease soul warm up kiss
fate dice misery
1. In some countries, itisnormal to . . . . . | friends and family members on both

cheeks when you meet.
2. If you rent a house or flat, the contract you signiscaleda = = . = = .
3. The spiritual part of a person is sometimes called the .= == = .
4. The power which some people believe controls destiny is called . . = = = .
5. Suffering and discomfort cause . . . . =
6. A small wooden or plastic cube with dots, used in games, iscaleda . = = = .
7.Youneedto = . your food, if it goes cold before you have finished it.

2: Bored to death

Choose which word, life or death,
completes the idioms below:

a sck ta......

b. frightened the . . . . . | out of me W

C. a new lease of. . ... ..

d. for the . . . . .. of me

e. afate worse than . ... ..

f. the . . . ... and soul of the party

g. dicing with. . .. ...

h. bored ta . ... ..

i like ..... o, warmed up “Miss Fotheringham is always

j. tosave his ) ) . the life and soul, of the office,

Now use the expressions in these sentences: e Chsbias Par:

1. All Mark talked about the whole evening was football! lwas =~ ... . = . =
2. Please be quiet. I'm = . . . | of your constant complaining.

3.Taking up golf since | retired has givenme = . .~
4.1 hope | don't have to sit next to Nige at the wedding. That would be
He's the most boring person | know.

5. You should get the brakes fixed on your car. Youre . . = = . . . every
time you go out on the road.
6.1 remember hisfacebut = .=~ . = | can't remember his name.

7.Areyou ill?Youlook = . . . .
8. Hello? Who's there? Is someone there? Oh, it's you, Joe. You
_______________ | thought you were a burglar.
9. My husband? Cook? You must bejoking. He can't cook . . . = .. . =
10. My sister is normally quite shy but when she has a couple of drinks she's = =



3: The kiss of death

Put life or death into the conversations below:

1. We've decided to have the picnic on Sunday. The weather forecast is good for then.
> The weather forecast is good? Well, that's the kissof . = = = = The forecast is
always wrong.

2. Why did you leave your last job? Did you just want a change?
> No, it was my boss. For some reason she didn't like me. She mademy. . . . . .
a misery.

3. Right, I'm off. See you later.

of cold.
4. So, you met my colleague Tony yesterday.
>Yes, hewas alot of fun. He's areal larger than = =~ = = . character, isn't he?
5. Did you know that Alan collects cigarette packets? He's got hundreds of them.
>Yes, | know. It's sad, isn'tit? He really needstogeta = = . == .
6. I'm pleased to hear your father's out of hospital. That's good news.
>Yes, considering hewasat = = = 's door only last month he's made a
remarkable recovery.

4: Rewrite

What expression would you use in the following situations? Use the words in
brackets:

1. Your friend looks very ill. [You, warmed up)

2. Your friend is taking a dangerous risk. (You're dicing)

3. A friend of yours can't sing at all. (She, save)

4. A new hobby has made your life better. (It's, lease)

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

l.a. . .. worse than death 6. at death's . . . . ..

2. like death = . = = | up 7. larger than = = =

3.to . ... . his life 8.the . = = = . of death

4 my life a misery 9. youll =~ your death
5.thelifeand = = = .= | of the party 0 the life out of me

What sort of things bore you to death? Would your friends call you the life and
soul of the party?
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Slpligetsl Metal Idioms

1: Gold

When you celebrate your golden wedding, you have been married for 50 years.
Because gold is one of the most precious metals, there are quite a few idiomatic
expressions containing it. Use the following expressions in the situations below:

a. a golden handshake d. the golden age g. the golden boy
b. worth her weight in gold e. the golden rule h. struck gold
C. a golden opportunity f. like gold dust i. as good as gold

1.1 wish | had a secretary like yours, Jeff. She's got everything so well organised.
> know. She's . ...

2. Thanks for looking after the children. It's been such a help. Have they behaved?
> No problem at all. They were ..~ ... .

3. Do you know if there are any tickets for the England-France match?
> | doubtit. They're

4. 1 sometimes wonder if | have any idea how to run a business!

>Wsdl, you know . .. - delegate!
5. For six years he could do no wrong - successful, popular, and in the papers
almost every day. Hewas =~ . . . ... | of British athletics.

6. I've got a chance to go on atraining course in the States.
> Take it. You won't get the chance again. It's =~ . ... ... . .. ..
7. Did they organise a big party when you retired?

No party, noteven = . ... .. . , nothing! Never work for the state!
8. Hitchcock, the Marx Brothers, Charlie Chaplin, '‘Gone with the Wind' - | don't
think there's much doubt that . .~~~ .. ... . .. . of the cinema was
before the days of television.
9. Sandra's been aterrific success. Weredly = .. . . . when we

recruited her.

Note: When gold is found, the small pieces are called 'nuggets'. We also talk about
a nugget of (valuable) information.

2: Silver

When you have been married for 25 years, you celebrate your silver wedding
anniversary. Choose the explanation which best fits these two idioms:

1. Every cloud has a silver lining.

a There's always a good side to a bad situation.

b. When the weather is bad, there's usually good weather on the way.
2. He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.

a. He has avery peculiar accent.

b. He's always had everything he wanted.

Note: A 'slver-tongued’ person can persuade you to do almost anything. Film
stars are sometimes called ‘'stars of the silver screen'.
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3: Iron, steel, brass, lead
Choose one of the above metals in these expressions:

. rule with
.getdown to. . .. .. ..

have nerves of

.o 0 T oo

go down like a

“When a friend advised Terence to start
pumping iron, he took them literally!”

g.as bold as . ......
h.hadthe . . . ... .. neck

Now use the expressions in these sentences:

1. Look at that man working up there on that roof. | can't even bear to look at him!
>Hemust .. ... ... to do ajob like that.

2. The thing about Tito was he ruled Yugoslaviawithan ...~ ..
That's how he kept the country together.

3. What's your boss like? I've heard he's quite tough.
> Not haf! He rules the whole place witha = . .. ... ... .. . .. .

4. Let's I How much money are
you offering?
5.1 don't know howhe =~ . ] to ask for a rise after

the mistakes he's made this year.

6. What did your colleagues think of your idea of giving up a day's pay for charity?
> Not much. Itwent . . .. .. .. ... ... ... ... , to be honest.

7. 1 couldn't believe my ears! Sheilajust walked straight up to the boss . . . .. . . ..
_______________ , and said, "OK, | saw you dent my car in the car park. What
are you going to do about it?"

8. He goes down the gym at least twice aweekto . .. . ... . |

Note: The best kind of guarantee you can get is a 'copper-bottomed' guarantee.
A 'tin-pot' dictator thinks he is very important, but isn't.

4: Revision

Fill in the metal in these phrases:

i dust 6. an . . fist
2.the = = | rule 7. tacks

3.a. . spoon 8. the = = | neck

4. a | opportunity 9. nervesof === .
5.a . | of iron 10. a . . | handshake

Have you ever been in a situation where you needed nerves of steel?
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Slali@eisl Mind Idioms

1: Il bear that in mind

Put the following words and expressions into the dialogues below.

a. I've got a good mind to e. something on his mind

b. peace of mind f. give her a piece of my mind

C. springs to mind g. take your mind off things

d. I'll bear that in mind h. the thought never crossed my mind

1. If the Johnsons invite you for dinner, don't take any wine. They're teetotal .
> Are they? Thanks =~ . ... . ...

2. Do you think | really need holiday insurance? It's only a weekend in Brussels.
> | would get it if | wereyou. Ifonly for ... ... ...

3. The service in that shop was terrible. The way that assistant talked to you!
SYES, . . write and complain.

4. Jim seems to be very quiet today. He's not his usual sdf.
> No, | think he'sgot =~~~ .. ... . .. ..

5. Sorry, Paul, I'm not very good company this evening. | can't stop thinking about
that argument | had with Sally at work.
>Wdl, why don'twe go out? It'll. ..~ ... ... .

6. Did you see that woman hit that little girl?

Just be careful what you say! You could make things worse.
7. Why didn't you go to university? You had the qualifications, after all.

> | just wanted to get ajob. P
8. Now, who could we get to chair the new committee? A
>Nobody .. ... : g

I'm sorry to say.

2: Never mind!

Complete these short dialogues
using the following lines:

a. Never mind.
b. Are you out of your mind?

c. I'm in two minds about it. “Nobody’s name springs to mind.
d. Mind your own business! What about you, Mr Peabody?”
1.1 couldn't get your paper. The shops were closed.
S
2. WTio was that letter from?
>
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3: A weight off my mind

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. mind over matter f. bored out of my mind
b. it's al in his mind g. put your mind to it
c. a weight off my mind h. with an open mind
d. put your mind at rest i. in ther right mind
e. dipped my mind j. make up my mind

1.I've finally finished paying back my car loan. That's ..~ .. ... . ... . .
2. Of courseyou can get agrade A - ifyou . .. ... ...
. Strawberry? No, vanillal Wait! Oh dear! l can't . . ... . .. .. .. ..
. Before you read this report, I'm going to tell you there are things in it which you

are going to disagree with. All | ask isthatyoureadit ... ... . .. .

AW

5. Giving up smoking isjust a question of. =~~~ .. ...

6.1'm sure she's arrived safely, but why not phone herto ..~~~ . |

7. She talked about nothing but her family all evening. | was == . . . . . |

8. Stuart thinks there's something serious wrong with him, but if you want my

opinion, . . .

9. I'm sorry, | forgot to give you a message. It completely . .~ . .. . .
10. Marry Karl? She's mad. Nobody. . =~ . . . . ... . would marry Karl.
4: Revision
Look back over the exercises in this unit and find 6 idioms with these meanings:

1. forgot _ : : my . ...

2. concentrate putyour mind . . . . something
3. not sane not . . . . your. . . . . .. mind
4. deciCe .~ . . . . . . . . . your . .. ..

5. say exactly what you think . . . . someonea . . . .. . . . . . . your mind
6. be worried have something . . . . | your mind
Now add the missing prepositions:

7. peace . . | mind 13. gotalot . . | my mind

8. takeyour mind . . . | things 14. give him a piece = = = | my mind
9. bored == of my mind 15. it'sall . the mind
10.intwo minds = = = . . something 16. aweight = = = | my mind
11.put your mind = = = | rest 17. springs . = = . mind
12.nobody . . = | their right mind 18. can't make . . my mind

What could you do that would really improve your life if you put your mind to it?
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Sl IOl Number Idioms

1: Numbers

There are some idioms where the numbers are obvious. Can you complete these
expressions?

a. Two's company, = . . a crowd!

b.Two heads are better than = = = = .
c.Youvegota . . . . -track mind!

d.Might as well kill. .~ = | birdswith . = = stone.
el'min . | minds about it.

f.l puttwoand = = | together.

g.lt takes . = = to tango.

h.It's first come, . . . . . served.

i. ltwas = = of one and half a dozen of the other.
j. Once bitten, . == . shy.

Use the above as responses in the following situations:
1.How did you know | sent the valentine?

s
2.1l pick the dry-cleaning up when | take your mother home.

Y S,
3. Why don't | come with you and Mary?

NO, NO, . . .

4. So, are you going to buy that flat?

I'm not sureyet =
5. I've been trying all morning to find the mistake in the figures.

Perhaps| canhelp . . . .
6. Can members get tickets before the general public?

No, I'm afraid . . . . . . .
7.1 thought you would be desperate to find another boyfriend?

Not at the moment . . . . . .. .
8. Who was to blame - John or Ken?

9. I'm hungry. Shall we stop for something to eat?
> Already! It's less than two hours since we finished lunch .=~~~ =

10. Mary blames John and he blames her, and | must say | think he's right.
Wadl, these things are never one person's fault =~~~ .. ... ... .

2. Not in a million years!

Complete these four sentences with million or thousands):

1.1 wouldn't have thought he would have behaved so badly - not him - not in a
_________ years!

2. | believeyou!. =~ = wouldn't!

3. Thank you for the flowers. Youre oneina . .= = = == . !

4. Now, who is going to replace him? That isthe 64- . = = = = = | dollar question!
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3: Third time lucky

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. I'm all at sixes and sevens. f. Third time lucky!

b. It knocked me for sx. g ten a penny

c. at the eleventh hour h. It's second to none.

d. | was in seventh heaven! i. I'm having second thoughts.
e. He's on cloud nine. j- We're back to square one.

1.1've failed twice before, but my driving instructor's sure | can do it next time. You

know what they say: . .. .
2. Are you ready? The taxi will be here in five minutes.

> No. I've lost my keys and | can't find my creditcard =~ . =~ . . . |
3.1 split up with my boyfriend last night. He was so selfish. | hope | never see him

again.

> | never liked him. Men like him, are . . . . . . .. ... ... .. .. , anyway.
4. 1'm so sorry to hear about your job. When did they tell you?

> Only last week. | just wasn't expecting it. It completely .~ ... . . .
5. At first | was sure it was agood idea, but now ... ...
6. I've just phoned some shops and nobody sells that colour of paint any more so

well have to find another colour. We're .. .. .. .. ...
7. His book's going to be made into a film, sohe'son . = = . = = | at the moment.
8. Where's James? We're due to leave in 10 minutes.

Oh, don't worry. He'll be here at one minute to 9. He always arrives . .~ = . =

4: Once

All the following phrases contain once. Put the words in the correct order:

1. lifetime a in once.

2. once al and for.

3. twice or once.

4. enough is once.
5. blue once moon a in. . .~
6. once while a in.

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing numbers:

1. Back to square _ _ _ _ _ 6. I'mala . == = | and
2. lput = . and . together. 7. It knocked me for =~ . = .
3. 's company, . . .. .. 's a crowd. 8. They're = . = . a penny.

4 come, . . . . .. served. 9. 'moncloud . . . . . .

5. . bitten, . = shy. 10. Ittakes . = = = .. to tango.

Are you always well-prepared or do you leave things till the eleventh hour?
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DAY Sports Idioms

1

: Boxing idioms

There are lots of idioms based on boxing. Use each of these nouns to complete
the expressions below:

P WN R

towel bell belt ropes punches

. If I take an unfair advantage of you, you could say: That was below the == = = =
. If I tell you what | think very directly, | won't pull my =~~~ . =

. If you are in a difficult situation, you can say you are onthe = . = =

. If you are in a difficult situation but you get out of it at the last minute, you can

say: Saved by the == == !

. If you keep trying to do something but don't succeed and decide it's not

worth continuing, you can throw inthe = = = ==

2: A level playing field

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. keep moving the goalposts f. touch base
b. a level playing field g. neck and neck
c. back the wrong horse h. a major player
d. par for the course i. keep (people) onside
e. horses for courses j- heavyweight
1. Joining the European Union was supposed to guaranteea . . . . . . . = for

us. But lower taxes in some continental countries still make it difficult for us to
compete.

. You've been saying Arsenal all season, but United are champions. It looks as if
you . ... , thistime.

. Hello, Dolly. | haven't seen you for a while and I'm going to be in Cambridge on
Thursday so | thought | might look inand . = = = . = = = . Is that
convenient?

4. We can'tjust use one lawyer. It's . = . . We need somebody to

do our own contracts of employment and a specialist to deal with the European
contracts.

5. The BBC hope to becomea = . . = . = = | in digital television.
6. Arsenal and Manchester United are still. .~~~ .~ . at the top of the

league with only two games to go.

7. Head Office told us we had to achieve an 8% increase. We do what they ask and,

guess what, they . . . Now they want 12%.

8. The British, Americans and the French are all in agreement, but in a situation

like this, everyone knows how important it is to keep the Russians . = . = = = =

9. There is strong opposition to the policy from a number of. . =~~~

politicians, including the former Prime Minister.

10.1 see Jeffs off ill again.
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Note: In an informal meeting you can say: Shall we kick off by looking at this
month'sfigures? If Tony wins an argument you can say: Game, set and match
to Tony!

3: The ball's in your court

Use these expressions containing the word ball in the situations below:

. drop the ball

. on the ball

play ball

. we're in a whole new ball game
the ball's in your court

run with the ball

1.1 think we should go ahead; I've done everything | promised | would, so now

FOD OO0 T

2. Baob seems to know everything that's going on round here. He's =~~~ . = = ,
isn't he?

3. This is afantastic opportunity. If the salesteam . = . == = == = , we'll make a
lot of money.

4. If the Sales Director had dealt with it himself, everything would probably have
been all right but he sent his assistant instead and he . .~ . === = =

5. We want to expand the business and take on more staff but we need the help of
the bank and they are refusingto . . . ... .

6. Since the collapse of communism, there have been major changes in the political
situation . . . . ... ... in fact.

Note: If someone asks, "What's the score?" they mean, What's the present

situation? It is difficult to play cricket if the pitch (wicket) is wet (sticky), so if

someone talks about a sticky wicket, they mean a difficult situation.

“The committee of EU finance ministers has for
months been discussing how to create a level

playing field for taxation across Europe.”

| Newspaper report

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. thebal'sinyour . 6. touch . ... .

2. keep movingthe =~ .~ . . 7. neckand . = = .

3. throwinthe .~ . . 8 ... ... for courses
4. a . .| new ball game 9 . your punches
5 for the course 10. saved bythe ===~ = . !

Do you feel on the ball right now?
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Swimming Idioms

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

sank tide deep crest
drown depth tread SOrrows
1.The Titanic = = . . = = . after hitting an iceberg.
2.The = | comes in and goes out twice every day.
3. If something isvery. = = = = ,itisofgreat = . .~ =

4. The top of awaveisits = . .~ . = =

5. If you fall into the sea and you cannot swim, don't panlc just do your best to
__________ water. Otherwise, you might == =~ = = !

6. Things you fed sad about areyour. . = = . = .

“In an interview yesterday, Tony Blair began to
swim with the current of public opposition to the

single currency.”

Newspaper leader article

2. Out of my depth

Put the following expressions into the sentences below:

a. thrown in at the deep end e. out of my depth

b. swimming against the tide f. in deep water

c. keep our heads above water g. on the crest of a wave
d. going under h. drowned our sorrows

1. The French class I'm going to is far too difficult for me. I'm completely = . = == .
__________________ | think | need to go down a level.

2. With their new album going straight to number one in the US charts, Oasis have
been .. ... .. for a while now.

3. | didn't get any training when | started work here. | wasjust =~~~ ...
________________ and expected to get on with it.

4. My wife'sjust lost her job. If we're careful with money, we should just about be
ableto . .. ... ...

5. Youll have to agree in the end. You can'tgoon . ... .. . . . . . .
for much longer.

6. If the recession continues for much longer, a lot of small businesses are in real
dangerof ... ... . ...

7. When we lost to Brazil, wejust found the nearest puband .. ... .

8. I've got some terrible news. Bill's son hasjust been arrested. He's been involved
with some pretty shady business deals. He's =~ = . . . . . . -
and he's in right up to his neck.



3. Make a splash

Add the following verbs in the correct form in the sentences below:

throw drown out dive sink
make test swim tread
1. Ifyouredlywantto . = = = = . a splash with your new book, you'll have to

throw a few parties and give away a few thousand copies to the right people.

2. You said you rang five minutes ago. I'm afraid there's a lot of workmen around
the office this morning. The noise they're making must've . . =~ . = . | the
sound of the phone.

3. | wish someonewould = = =~ . = | me a lifeline! With aloan of a couple of
thousand pounds | couldjust about get myself out of trouble.

4.1 think it would be agood ideato . . .= = = = the waters first before we spend
any more money on the project.

5. Weve been told we've got six months to turn the company around and make a
profit. If things haven't improved, the whole thing is being closed down. So, it's a
.........or .. ... .. . situation.

6. Don't you think too many young people today. . . . . . = = straight into
relationships without really thinking about what they are doing?

7.1 don't think I'm ever going to get promoted here. My job hasn't changed for three

years and I'm bored. | fed asif I'vebeen === = = water.
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“Oh, Reginald, how are we going to keep our heads above water?
> [t’s the other bits I'm worried about, Cynthia!”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:
l.inathedeep =~ . . . .  6.indeep .. . = .

2. keeping our headsabove =~ = = =~ = 7.outofmy = .

3. throw someonea -~ . . . . 8 . your sorrows

4 or swim Q9. .. a splash

5. swimming againstthe = =~ .~ . .~ 10. onthecrestofa .. .= = .

Have you ever been thrown in at the deep end in a new job? Did you sink or
swim?
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Vlig‘XE Temperature Idioms

1: Cold, cool, and frosty idioms

Complete these idiomatic expressions
with the words given:

“Bad language lands canoeist in

. hot water.”

reception cucumber

water feet Newspaper headline

lost out

light left

blood cool
a. got cold _ _ _ _ f. ascoolasa . . .
b me cold g. inthecold = == of day
c. ... my cool h. poured cold = = = . on it
d. frosty _ _ _ _ o in the cold
e.in cold _ _ _ _ j. keep . . .

Now put the above idioms into these dialogues:

1. During the apartheid years South African sportsmen were left . .. .. ===
because most countries refused to have anything to do with their teams.

2. Now that you've had time to think about it, what are you going to do?
Wadll, | suppose . . . . .. ,1 ought to go back home and
try and find ajob there. There's nothing here for me.

3. I'll murder him! How dare he talk to me like that!
> I Losing your temper won't help. Now tell me what the
problem is.

4.You don't look very happy. What's wrong?
> | just presented my plan for the new office to the rest of the staff, but they

al. .. They didn't like it at all.
5. Did you hear the news? A policeman has been murdered in the town centre.
>Yes, hewaskilled . .= .. .. in front of a crowd of shoppers.

6.1 see that play you went to see got a marvellous review in the paper.
>You'rejoking! I'm amazed. I'm afradit ... .. . ... ... ...
7. Katy's amazing. She always seems calm and in control. The exact opposite of me.
> | know what you mean. She'salways . . ... ... .. ...
8. So, you've met Brian's parents at last! How did you get on?
> Wsel, her mother gave me afairly . ... .. . . . at first, but | think
she warmed to me. She'sjust a bit worried that I'm twelve years older than him.
9. Why did you have a fight with Robert?
> Waell, he started saying really stupid things about the Irish. | just got so angry
with him. | supposel. . ... ... .. ... ...
10. The poor girl was left standing there at the altar! Why didn't you come?
> | thought about it and decided | just wasn't ready to get married. I . = = = .

Note: A liquid which is neither hot nor cold is 'lukewarm' or 'tepid'. If you visit
somebody or make a suggestion and other people are not enthusiastic, you can
talk about a lukewarm, reception or a tepid response.
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2. A hot potato

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. a heated discussion f. in the heat of the moment
b. a hot potato g. warmed to him

c. hot under the collar h. hot off the press

d. into hot water i. selling like hot cakes

e. in the hot seat j- a hot-bed

1. Does anybody know when our contracts are going to be renewed?

> Nothing's been said. Nobody wants to ask. It'sabitofa .. .. . =~ =
2.What you said yesterday was unfair and unkind. In fact, it really hurt. I've been

very upset about it and couldn't sleep.

> I'm really sorry. | didn't meanit. | just saidit . ... .. ... . .
3. Were you and Jo having an argument last night? It seemed a bit aggressive!

> Oh no. Wewerejust having . .~ . . . . . | about politics. That's all.
4. I'm thinking of getting one of the VWs.

> | hear they're . .
5. I've just been made chairman.

>Wsdl, rather you thanme =~~~ . . I
6. 1'm glad | don't work at Reception.

> No, fromwhat I've heard it's = . = . . . | of gossip!

7. Hey Rachel, | hear you met my brother on Friday. He seemed to approve of you!
>Yes, he'sredly nice. I .. . straightaway.

8. That's the third person trying to sell me insurance on the phone this week!
>That's nothingtogetso . . .. .. ... . | about. Just hang up.

9. What | like about Kirsty is she's not afraid to say what she thinks.
>That's very true. But she gets herself =~ .. . . . . sometimes!

10. Have our new catalogues arrived yet?

> Here's the firstone . . .. ... ... ...
Note: If your English is 'not all that hot', it is not very good. Someone who is
'hot-tempered' gets angry very easily. Spicy food, for example curry or chilli, is
called 'hot' - "This vindaloo is too hot for my taste.”

3: Revision
Choose the correct word in the sentences below:

. He's as cool/warm as a cucumber. Nothing upsets him.

. His speech got a very lukewarm/tepid reception.

. My views occasionally get me into hot/cold water but it doesn't bother me.
. They poured hot/cold water on my idea. Naturally | was very disappointed.
. | got cold/warm feet at the last minute. | just wasn't ready to do it.

Stop getting so warnmvhot under the collar. We've got plenty of time.

. Contracts are a hot/warm potato around here at the moment.

8. In the warm/cold light of day, | can see it was a mistake. Sorry.

N U A WN R

Do you always keep cool or do you sometimes say something in the heat of the
moment which you regret later?

97



Slalig‘%% Train ldioms

1: Literal meanings

Underline the words in the following which are used to talk about railway trains:

Trains run on railway tracks which are made up of rails. Trains cannot climb
hills easily, so in the past tunnels had to be built through hills and mountains.
If atrain is derailed, it comes off the rails. At the end of arailway line, usually in
a station, are buffers. Sometimes, if a train does not stop in time, it hits the
buffers. The first trains were steam trains, but today they are more likely to be
diesel or electric. Very fast trains are called express trains.

2: Hit the buffers

Use some of the words you have underlined above to complete these idioms:

a. light at theend ofthe . . . . f. right off the . .. ..
b.aone. .. ... mind g. back on. . . ...

C. under my own. . : . : h. let off. . . ...

d. hit the . . : : i. on the right. . . ...
e. ran out of. : : : . j. likean . . . .| train

“I may be on the right track, but I've just run out of steam!”

Now use these idioms in the following situations which show their meaning:

1. The Government's first two years were very successful, but then everything seemed
tohit . ... ...

2. | don't need alift, thanks. I'll get there . ... .

3. We want to design an affordable, eco-friendly car. There are one or two serious
problems, but basically we're . . . ... ... .

4. Our business has had a very difficult two years but things are sowly beginning to
improve. There's .~ ... ...

5. The Conservatives lost the election. Their campaign started well enough, but itjust
ran . ... a week before the actual election.

6. Since his wife left him, Mark's lost hisjob and he's drinking heavily. He's really
gone . . . ...
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7. How was your night out with Jerry?

> Terrible! All he talked about was steam trains. He'sgota . = = = = .= = = mind!
8. Do you fancy a game of squash tonight, Tim?
> Good idea. | need to do somethingto . . . . . . . . . I'm really

tense. I've had avery difficult week at work.
9. How are things at work after the fire?
> It's taken us three months to sort things out, but everything's . . .. .. .. . .
_______ now.
10. Did you see the match last night? What about that goal just before half-time?
> He'sincredible. He's . . . ] When he gets the ball
there's no stopping him!
Note: When two groups are negotiating and something goes badly wrong, we often
say that the talks were derailed.

3: The end of the line

Lineis a common word in several idioms. Use these expressions in the situations
below:

a. down the line c. somewhere along the line
b. the end of the line d. all along the line
1. So, are we going to give Roger another chance?
> He's already had 5 warnings about being late. | think weve reached . . = == =
________________ WEIl have to ask him to leave.
2. I'm afraid we've never received your cheque.
> It's obviously got lost . . . . ... .
3. If you're going to build your own house, make sure you've got the finance
organised from the start.
> Yes, we don't want to have financial problems a couple of months . =~ = = . = =

4. We've got no alternative but to cancel the new project.

> | suppose so. Welve had so many problems . == = = . - since the word go,
in fact.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

Lran ... .. . . . of steam 6. let = . . . steam

2.gone . . ] the rails 7 . my own steam

3. back . . . . track 8. somewhere . . . the line

4. theend . . . the line 9. two months . = . | the line

5. light = = . the end of the tunnel 0 the right track

Is your career on theright track? Perhaps you can see problems further down the
line?
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Slali®tey Water Idioms

1: Water under the bridge
Match the following idioms containing water with the meanings on the right:
1.like a fish out of water a. get into trouble
2. water under the bridge b. is not credible
3. keeping our heads above water c. no effect on me
4. spend money like water d. just surviving financially
5. land him in hot water e. feeling strange and out of place
6. like water off a duck's back f. made less forceful
7.watered down g. past and forgotten
8. doesn't hold water h. spend without thinking
Now use these idiomsin the following situations :

9

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

2:
Fil

1.

2.

.John says the two of you had a serious argument last week.

>Yes, but that'sal ... ... ... ... .. ... .. now. We're friends again.

Have you found a better job yet, Gary?

> No, not yet. Money's a bit tight, but we'rejust about =~~~ ... .
Why haven't you got a credit card?

> | know it wouldjust makeme . . ... . ..

What | like about Philip is he's not afraid to express his opinions.

> That's al very well, but his opinions often . . . ... . . . at work.
Were you not upset by al the criticism you got at the meeting?

> Oh no, I'm used toit. It'sjust . . .. ...

1 thought the Prime Minister's speech was very weak.

>Yes, | thinkithadbeen . . . . . . to avoid upsetting some
people in his party.

The only thing which will help the economy is to raise interest rates.

> But that argument .~ . .~ . Higher interest rates are
bad for business, not good for it. Listen to the big companies!

After the meeting we were taken to one of those big London clubs.

>| betyoufdt ... !

Sink or swim?

I in the following idioms:
sink or swim my heart sank
floating voters floated the idea
Right in the middle of the coffee break, Jm . . .. . . = that we should

sell the company.
Elections aren't decided by people who vote for the same party. It's actually the
_______________ who make the difference and elect the Government.

3. When | left school, | got no help from anyone. Youjusthadto . .. === = = = .

in those days.

4. When | heard about her murder on the evening news, = .. ... . .
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3: All at sea

The following idioms all refer in some way to the sea. Use them in the sentences

below:
a. left high and dry e. a drop in the ocean
b. a sea change f. a wave of protests
c. make waves g. all at sea
d. the tide is turning h. come hell or high water

“My expenses? Just a drop in the ocean!”

1. The worldwide web. The Internet. Shopping from home. Chat rooms. I'm = . = ==

2.

3.

7.

8.

____________ with al this new technology!

When al the redundancies were announced, therewas . . . . ... .. .. .. .. .. . .
in hospitals throughout the country.

| can see public opinion is coming round to our way of thinking. At last, . == = .

. No planes, no trains, no buses! When the strike started, wewere .~~~ ==

_________________ in our hotel.

.Theresbeen . ... . . | in the way we teach languages during

the past 20 years.

Spending £10,000 on atrip to the Bahamasisjust . .= .. . . . for
the Government.

In private, people are telling you they agree with you, but they won't support you
in publict. .~ ... .. and you'll regret it!

Note: A container with a small hole is not watertight. In the same way, if your
argument is weak, it is not watertight. Something which is not watertight leaks.
Politicians try out ideas on the general public by 'leaking’ them to the press
before they are published officially.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing prepositions:
l.land . == hot water 5.water . . the bridge
2.dl sea 6. keep your head = == = water
3. likewater. . . . . . . a duck's back 7. likeafish . . . . .| of water

4. adrop . . the ocean 8.awave = | protests

When did you last feel all at sea?
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Unit 46

Review Unit

14. Animal Idioms

1. There isn't enough room to swing a .

2. He can talk the . ... legs off a donkey.
3. You've got to take the .... by the horns.
4. | got it straight from the horse's

5. | haven't seen you for donkey's

6. There's plenty more fish in the

15. Bird lIdioms

. It'sonly 20 km as the . ... flies.
. They're watching me like a

. All my children have flown the

. We can kill two birds with one

. My boss has taken me under his
. It's like water off a duck’s

16. Body Idioms

OO, WN R

. I'd give my right . ... for a car like that.
Sorry, | can't help you. My . ... are tied.
My washing machine's on its last
| can't put my .... on the problem.
Don't worry. I'm only pulling your
It was areal stab in the

SR WM

17. Breaking Idioms

. Hewent to ... . when he heard the news.
. He comes from a broken

. I'm trying to pick .. .. the pieces.

. We're trying to put our . ... back together.
. I'm till feeling a bit . ... after last night.

. It's not too late to ... . the relationship.

18. Building Idioms

OURWN R

1.1 got in through the .. .. door.

2. You're banging your head against a. . . wall.

3. Share prices have gone through the
4. 1 want to get my foot in the

5. He smokes like a :

6. It's like talking to a brick

19. Cat Idioms
1. You haven't got acat in ... . chance.
2 .. pussyfooting around!

3. That's set the cat among the
4. She rubs me up the .... way.
5. Don't let the cat out of the

6. Curiosity . ... the cat.
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20. Clothes Idioms

1. Jane wears the .... in her house.

2. You need to ... . your socks up.

3. Well haveto ... . our belts for a while.
4. | wouldn't like to be inyour. .
5.1 take my .... off to him.

6. I've got somethingup my .~ = .

21. Colour ldioms: Black/White

1. You can get them on the black = = = .
2.1 told him a little white . . . .

3. Areyou ill? Youre aswhiteasa . = .
4. How did you get that black . . . . ?

5. It'savery .... picture, I'm afraid.

6. White . ... workers are better educated.

22. Colour Idioms: Red/Blue

1. My account isin the .... again.

2. You can ask till you're blue inthe = . .
3. She arrived completely out of the = = =
4. ltwasa. . .. fromthe blue.

5. 1 gothereoncein ablue == .

6. That's likeared .... to abull.

23. Driving Idioms

1. My boss is driving me round the =~ . .
. We keep going round in =~ . .

. My careerisata . = . .

. Well have to put the .... on spending.
. Shelives lifein the .... lane.

. Youd better steer .... of Tim today.

oOouhwiN

24. Eating Idioms

. lhadtoeatmy == .

2. I'vegota. ... tooth.

3. Youll haveto ... . your pride.

4. Don't bite off more than you can = . = .
5. Itleft abad .... in my mouth.

6. lcouldeata . . . .

25. Eye Idioms

1. We don't always see eye . ... eye.

2. There's more to him than .. .. the eye.
3. Try and . ... the waiter's eye.

4. You need eyes in the back of your . =
5.1 decided to .... ablind eye to it.

6. Canyou .... an eye on my bag for me?




26. Face Idioms

1. He's sad but he's puttingon a ... . face.
2. I've been face . ... face with alion.

3. Don't take everything at face

4. 1 fdl .... on my face.

5. The answer is ... . you in the face.

6. You can ask till you're . ... in the face.

27. Fingers and Thumbs Idioms

1. Youneedto ... .
Keep your fingers .
| sat there twiddling my.
Everything's . ... your fingertips.
He never . ... afinger to help.
My idea got the thumbs

28. Fireldioms

your finger out.

SNGIENFREN

1. My plans went up in . . .
2. My first day at work was a . ... of fire

3. There'sno ... . without fire,

4. | had ablazing . ... with my boss.

5. Don't .... your bridges.

6. | need something to ... . my imagination.

29. Fishing Idioms

. He fdl for it hook . . . and sinker.
. Paul'sjust landed a great . ... in London.
. Castyour .... back to last year.
. Don't let her off the
. I've got to trawl .... all this mformatlon
. There's plenty more fISh in the

30. Food Idioms

. It's the best thing since dliced
. Let her stew in her own

. You'll end up with egg on your
. Variety isthe .. .. of life.
She's the . ... of the earth.
He'sas . ... as a cucumber.
31. Foot Idioms
1. I'mgoing to ...
2. I'mjust starting to ... . my feet.

3. You've really put your foot .... it.

4. Time to stand on your own .. .. feet!
5. 1 got .... feet and changed my mind.
6. I've been .. .. off my feet today.

32. Hand lIdioms

. They rejected my ideas . ...
. He can't take the .. ..
Canl . . ..youahand?

. Things are getting . ... of hand.

. I've got alot of time . ... my hands.
She can .. .. her hand to anything.

OUDWN

of hand.

OO WN R

6. My heart ...

. my feet up and watch TV.

into his own hands.

33. Head Idioms

1. Two heads are . ... than one.

2. 1 don't know - off the .... of my head.
3. My head'sonthe == =

4. Itwas so funny. | . . . . my head df.

5. | can't make head nor . ... of it.

6. He'sgot his head in the .. ... as usual.
34. Heart Idioms

1. Her heart'sinthe . ... place.

2.1 didn't have the heart to .... no.

3. I'mnot going. I'vehad a. . . . of heart.

4. Inmy heartof . . . ., | knew | would fall.
5. My heart'sjust not . ... it.
when | saw the price.

35. Horse Idioms

1. I gotit... . from the horse's mouth.

2. You're putting the . ... before the horse.
3. I'mkeeping a. . . . rein on my spending.
4. | always get . ... with the washing up.
5. I've got the bit between my . ... now.

6

. You're flogginga. . . . horse.

36. House and Home Idioms
1. Come in. Make yourself . ... home.

2. | told him afew home . . . .
3. Nearly finished. We're on the home = = .
4. The lights are on but there's ... at home.
5. We got on likeahouseon = . .
6. Myjobisassafeas . .
37. Life and Death Idioms
1. ltwassodull. | was .... to death.
2. You look like death warmed . . . .
3. That'sa. . . . worse than death.
4. 1t gave me anew . ... of life.
5. He'sthe life and . ... of the party.
6. Don't do that! You're .... with death.
38. Metal Idioms
1. Every .... has a silver lining.
2. She'sgota. . . . of gold.
3. He'sworth his .... in gold.
4. You need nerves of .... in hisjob.
5. He retired with agolden L
6. The children were as .... as gold.
39. Mind Idioms
I'm not sure. I'min ... . minds about it.
Sorry. It completely .... my mind.
I'm going to give him a .. .. of my mind.

I've got alot ...
Nobody in their .. ..
Mindyourown . . .. !

. my mind at the moment.
mind would do that.

OUTR N
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40. Number Idioms

Uk wWN

I'mall at ... . and sevens today.

_ time lucky!
We're back to square . . . ., I'm afraid.
It takes . ... to tango.

It's six of one and half a .. ..
He's got a one-track

41. Sports ldioms
1. They keep moving the

oA WN

The . . . isinyour court.
. Weneed to ... . base soon.
. It'snota. ... playing fied.

. You're backing the wrong
. That's par for the

42. Swimming Idioms

. I just got thrown in at the . ...
. We'rejust keeping our heads ... .

ODUTAWN |

end.
water.

It'sa.... or swim situation.

. Pat's company is in danger of going
. I'm completely .. ..
. I'mjust treading . ...

of my depth.

of the other.

till I find a new job.

43. Temperature ldioms
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I'msorry | . ... my cool yesterday.
In the cold light of .... | see | was wrong.
| just said it in the . ... of the moment.

| got cold .... at the last minute.
| warmed . ... Katie straightaway.
. Why are you so hot underthe . . . . ?

44 Train ldioms

1.
2.

There's light at the end of the = = =
Can you get there .... your own steam?

3. I think we're on theright = =
4. Sam's gone right off the = .
5. 1 go to the gym to let off a bit of
6. The relationshipjust .... out of steam.
45. Water Idioms
1. She spends money .... water.
| feltlikea . . . . out of water.
I'm only just keeping my . ... above water.

ooRwN

It's too difficult. I'm out of my =~ = .
That's all water under the . . . .
| prefer tojust .... with the flow.



SECTION 3

Topics

In this section the idioms are organised by topic. It is
impossible to speak or write about any subject without using
idiomatic English. Here are some examples:

Family: Debbie and Jill are like two peas in a pod.
M oney: Go on! Splash out!

Memory: I've got a memory like a sieve.

Reading: This book is like wading through treacle!
Work: I'm afraid I'm tied up at the moment.
Speed: You'd better get your skates on.

This section will be particularly useful to you if you have to
write an essay or sit an examination. If your essay is on the
topic of holidays or work, study those units in detail. Look at
the list of contents and you may find other related topics which
will also help you.
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Sli‘YA Advice

1: Pogtive advice

Fill in the following verbs in the idiomatic expressions below:

go bide take (2) sit make speak tread keep (2)
a. ... your mind
b. ... . the most of it
c. ... your wits about you
d. ... the bull by the horns
€ . your time
| S tight
g ... carefully
h. ... ... one day at a time
S a low profile
oo for it

Now use the above expressions in these dialogues:

1. Fantastic weather, isn't it? Shall we spend the weekend on the beach?
>Wdl, wed better ... It's not going to last. They said
it's to be rain again next week!

2. I've never driven in Britain before. Is it hard driving on the left?
> Not really, butyou needto . ... ... . . Especially at
roundabouts and coming out of petrol stations.

3. I'd really like to ask Helen out, but I'm not sure she'll say yes.
> There's only one way to find out, Mark. Youvegotto . ... . . . . . . ..
_____________ and ask her.

4. I'm never going to earn the kind of salary | want if | stay in thisjob.
> Don't ask me who told me, but | heard they're thinking of promoting you to
Area Manager. So, Id . . . .. .. ... if | wereyou. Just bide . = .

5. | don't have the qualifications. I'm probably too young. But | know | can do the
job better than anyone. Do you think | should apply or am | wasting my time?

There are four expressions left. Which one would you use to give advice in these
situations?

6. The doctor has told a friend of yours that he only has six months to live:

7. You think your friend Fred is behaving badly towards another friend, Alan. Tell
Alan what you think he should do:

8. Your friend is going to visit some old friends from his university days. You know
that they have been having some difficulties in their marriage.

9. A friend of yours is a politician. She disagrees with her party's position on
education, but has ambitions to lead the party one day:
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2. Don't count your chickens

Advice often begins with Don't ...

a. Don't count your chickens before they're hatched.
Don't lose any sleep over it.

Don't let it get you down.

Don't throw the baby out with the bath water.
Don't overdo it.

Don't be silly.

Don't beat about the bush.

Don't take anything for granted.

S@"pao0oT

Which of these idioms has the following meaning?

1. Say what you are thinking.

2. Slow down and stop doing so many things.

3. Don't worry about it.

4. Be careful, when you change things, not to lose some of the good old ideas.

Now use the remaining four idioms in these situations:

5.1 think all food and drink is included when you go on a cruise.

____________________________ You don't want to end up with a huge
drinks bill on the last day of your holiday!

6. | think we can be fairly sure we're going to win the election. Just look at the polls.
> Anything can happen in the last few days . .. ... ... .. . . ...

7. I've had this cold on and off now for three whole months! | just don't know what
| can do to get rid of it.
> It'l go away. Don't worry. Just . .. ...

8. I'm sure | failed. | was so nervous. And | know | made lots of mistakes!
>Now, . ... I You've probably passed with flying
colours!

Note: If you pass an exam with flying colours, it means you have passed very
well. In thisidiom 'colours' are, literally, flags.

3: Revision
Which idiom would you use in these situations? The words in brackets will help.

. Somebody's panicking about the future (one day).

. Encourage a friend to try something (go).

. Somebody wants to take some exercise. Tell them to be careful (overdo).
. Encourage someone to take control of a situation and take action (bull).
. Tell someone to wait patiently and take no action (tight).

. Tell someone not to worry about a situation (sleep).

. Tell someone not to assume that something will happen, (granted)

. Tell someone to be careful, (wits)

When was the last time you took the bull by the horns? What happened?

O~NOUTAWN
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BIIE] Agreeing and Disagreeing

1: You must be joking!

Here are six ways to disagree. Use these words to complete the expressions:

guestion joking no

taken contrary dead
a Youmustbe = ! d .= way!
b. Onthe . . = . ! e. It'sout of the . . = . . !
c. Overmy = = body! f. Point = . !

Note: You use the last expression when someone says something and you realise
they were right and you were wrong.

Now use the expressions in these situations:
1. You said the figures would be ready last week. | told you we needed extra help
to get them out. We're only halfway through. We need at least two more people

and we need them immediately. Otherwise, you simply won't have the figures
when you leave for New York on Monday.

> I' 1 promise you'll have two extra people within the hour.
2. Can | borrow your car for the afternoon?

> Not this afternoon! Never again! No . . = = = I Not after the state you left it

in last time!

“No way! It’s out of the question!”

3. | was wondering if I could have tomorrow off to go to my grandfather's funeral?
>I'mafrad . I You've already been to two
grandfather's funerals in the past year. | wasn't born yesterday, you know!

4. | think we should close the shop in central London. It's not very profitable.

> dead . . . . . . I It's where the business started in 1895!
5. | thought you believed in capital punishment.
> I I've always been dead against it!
6. What about an ice-cream?
> I It's minus 10 outside!
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2. Fair enough!

Here are seven ways to agree with someone. Use these words to complete the
expressions:

enough again talking tell

mouth me nail
a Far = ! e. Youretelling . . . . . . !
b . me about it! f. Youvejust hitthe = == = | on the head!
c. Nowyou're . . . = . ! g. You can say that = = = = = !

d. You took the wordsright out of my. .~ = = !
Now use these expressions in the following dialogues:

1.1 know | said that our maximum discount was 30%. Wdll, I've spoken to my head
office and we think we can go to 40.

___________________________ I Well, we can do business after all!

2. You can't go into town without seeing beggars. You can't leave your car anywhere
without it being damaged. There's litter al over the place!
> I'l don't know what has happened to this
town. It used to be totally different.

I think it's drugs. Most of the crime in this town is drug-related in some way.
>|think .. !

3. Can | finish at four today?
> No, sorry. That's the third time you've asked this month. It's not fair to the
others.

OK, . I'l seeyour point.
4. This weather's incredible, isn't it? It's like the tropics!
>Youre . . ... ... I WEll have to start thinking about air conditioning if

it goes on any longer.
5. 1 think Roger is out of his mind if he thinks that Mary is going to change once

they're married!
S I She's not going to change at all. If

anybody's going to change, it'll have to be him.
6. I've been thinking about this year's holiday. Do we have to go to the Lake

District again? This will have been 5 years in a row!
>You KNOW, . . . . . | think it's time we

took the kids abroad, don't you?

3: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

i my dead body 6. far . ..

2. you . .. bejoking 7. youretelling . = = .. .

3. it's . of the question 8. youcansay . . . | again
4. no _ _ _ _ _ _ 9 you're talking

5. hitthenalonthe . . . . 10 ... . ... . me about it

What would make you say "Over my dead body" ?
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UeligiieR Annoyance and Frustration

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

tether insult bang patience distractions
straw injury bend tear wits
1. A comment made to hurt somebody or to make them fed stupidisan ===
2. Some people have dl the = = = in the world, while others have none.

3. Ifyou are in a difficult situation, you need to use your = = =

4 A curveinaroadisa . . . . .

5.You tie afarm animal, for example, a goat, to a post witha == ==
6. When I'm trying to read a book, | don't likeany = = = = .

7.1fyoii getan = ] to your back, it can take months to clear up.
8. It really annoys me when people = = = . | pages out of the telephone book.
9. Be careful. Thisis avery low doorway. Don't . = = | your head.

10. Many farm animals eat and sleep on . = = = |

2. At the end of my tether

Put these words into the expressions below:

nerves straw nose end insult wits
almatthe = = = = | of my tether.
b. Wereatour. . . . .. | "end.

c. It'sgettingonmy . =

d. That sort of thing really getsup my. . . = . .
e.toadd = === = to injury

f. thelast . = === .

Now complete these sentences:

1. Do you think you could stop whistling? . . . ... ... ...

2. Jack's been crying all day. The baby won't go to sleep. I've had a terrible headache
since | got up. | can't take any more. I'm . . . ..

3. First he told me he wanted to end the relationship, then, . . .
he said he hadn't got any money to pay for the meal, and could I lend him enough
for a taxi home.

4. The bank havejust charged me £25 because | was overdrawn for one day. One
day! = .

5. I've told my flatmate to find somewhere else. She never tidied the place or cooked.
_________________ was when she brought a stray dog home!

6. We don't know what to do with Jane. She's 15. She won't do any homework. She
isn't interested in anything. She hardly speaks . . . . ... ... ... . . . !
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3: Tearing your hair out

Here are different ways of expressing frustration:
It's driving me round the bend.
It's driving me up the wall.
It's driving me to distraction.

I'm running out of patience
I'm going spare.
I'm tearing my hair out.

I could have kicked myself.

It's like talking to a brick wall.
I'mjust banging my head against a brick wall.

“I'm tearing my hair out!”

Complete these situations using one word from the idioms above:

1. There was a brilliant football match on the TV last night. Six goals!
> Oh, be quiet! | completely forgot to watch it. | could have kicked . . == = .

2. | heard you're having problems getting a visa.
>Yes, it's so frustrating. I'm tearingmy. =~~~ . out trying to find out what the
problem is.

3. | see you got another letter from that book club.
> Yes, it's the third letter this month asking me to pay for books | never ordered.
It's driving me round the . =~ = ==

4. You still haven't got your new car then?
> No, they phoned to say it still hasn't been delivered. | think I'll cancel the order

and look somewhere else. I'm . . = | out of patience.

5. When Pete decides he doesn't want to do something, you can't argue with him.
It's liketalkingtoa . . = . = wall.

6. I'm trying to find a hotel in Barcelona, but there's a big congress on at the same
time. 'mgoing = == = trying to find somewhere to stay at a price | can afford.

7. Weve got some students living in the flat next door. They play really loud music
even after midnight. They are drivingusto = . . . = | Weve spoken to them
several times, but it'slike = . = = your head against a brick wall.

8. | wish we could do something about the rats coming from the restaurant next
door. They're driving us up the . = . . =

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs. Write them in
the same form that you find them.

i me round the bend 6 .. spare

2 on my nerves VA my hair out

3. couldve . . | mysel f 8 to a brick wall
4 me to distraction 9 . . up my nose

5. my head against a brick wall (0 out of patience

What drives you round the bend?
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WeligI0R Being Positive

1: Look on the bright side

Add these words to complete the idiomatic expressions:

life world win light
bright fish better another

a Look onthe . = = = = . side.

b. There's plenty more . . = | in the sea.

c. It's not the end of the . . . = . ..

d. Tomorrow's . . . . = | day.

e. Youcant . . . . . .. them all.

f. Thingscanonly get . = . .

g. There's =~ . . at the end of the tunnel.

h.That's . . . . . . !

Some of these expressions are used in very similar ways. However, there are three
which fit best in these situations:
1. Bad news, Dad. Carol told me last night she didn't want to see me any more.
> Never mind, son . . . ...
2.1 slept in this morning. | missed my bus. | broke the photocopier at work.

>Never mind! .. ...
3. The business has been going badly for some time, but I'm pleased to say that at

last . . . ..
Complete the following situations with single words:
4. | travelled all the way to London to see my favourite rock band to discover the

concert had been cancelled. | suppose that's = = = = . I'l was really looking
forward to seeing them. Oh well, you can't win them . == = |

5. When | told Simon there's plenty more . . = in the sea, it didn't really make any
difference. He's only sixteen, but he thought Kate leaving himwas the . = = = of
the world.

6. You've lost everything in the fire. Look on the bright = = = = I Thingscan . . = .
get better!

“Look on the bright side, Nigel. Things can only get better. I mean, now
you'll be able to buy a new budgerigar — and this one might talk!”
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2: You win some, you lose some

Put these common expressions in the correct order:

a You some lose win you some. . . . ...
b. Youve lose nothing gotto. .~ . . . . . ...
c. Where a way will a there's there's. .. .. . .. .. .

d. His is bite bark worse than his. . . .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .

Now put the expressions into the dialogues below:

1. I'm thinking of applying for that manager's position with Plessey's.
>Yes, goodidea . ... ...

2.1 haven't met Mr Kramer yet. People tell me he's got a hot temper.
>O0h, he'sOK. . . . .

3. | bought a shirt last month for £25 and now it's in the sale for only £10.

4. 1 don't know how many jobs I've applied for since | left college.

> I'm sure you'll find something eventually .~ ... ... .. ... . . .

3: Third time lucky!

Complete these short dialogues using the following lines:

a. Third time lucky! d. You never know!
b. No news is good news! e. It'll be all right on the night!
c. Fingers  crossed!

1.Lynn's failed her driving test again. That's twice now.
>Ohwel ... !
2. We still haven't heard anything from the hospital.
> Oh, well, | suppose .~ . . ...
3. | bet we don't get a pay rise again this year.
!
4. I'm so nervous about speaking in public at the meeting tomorrow, and | don't
think I've done anything like the preparation | should have.
>Don'tworry ... !
5. 1 hope they get home safely. That old car doesn't look as if it could reach the
bottom of the road, never mind all the way to the south of France!

wel, . ... they make it!
4: Revision
Choose the correct word in italics:
1. There's light at theend ofthe =~ . 7. Things can only .... better.
2. It's not the end of the _ _ _ 8. You .... some, you .... some.
3. Look onthe .... side. 9. Youvegot .... to lose.
4. You never _ _ _ 10. His .... isworse than his == = |
5. Third . ... lucky! 11 = . newsis good news.
6. Fingers . . . . ! 12. You can't .... them all.

Do you usually look on the bright side of things?
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WeliW3l Certainty and Doubt

1: Expressions with it's

Use the following expressions in the dialogues below:

It's in the bag.

It's on the cards.

It's touch and go.

It's anyone's guess.

It's all up in the air.

It's a foregone conclusion.

oo T

1. How's your grandfather? Is he still In hospital?
>Yes, I'm afrad ... ... at the moment. Well know within
24 hours whether he's going to pull through or not.

2. What's the news about the German contract? Have we got it?

3. Are Jim and Anna getting married or not? | hear they're having second thoughts.
> That's right. They had a big argument about something, soc .. == ... .. . =
______ at the moment.

4. Manchester United are going to win .~ .. .

5.1 wouldn't be at all surprised if Jack and Jill decide to get married, would you?
>You're right. I'd say awedding is definitely .~~~ .. .

6. We've been waiting five hours and we still don't know when the plane is going to
leave. Do you think it'll be tonight?
>I'msorry, Sir . WEe're as much in the dark
as you. As soon as we hear anything, we'll make an announcement.

2. The writing's on the wall

Use the following four common expressions in the situations below:

a. The writing's on the wall.
b. I canfeel it in my bones.
c. Your guess is as good as mine.
d. Without a shadow of a doubt.

pretty soon. He's never in his office and people are starting to complain.
4. There's going to be trouble at the match tonight =~~~ ... .. .. .

Note: If you are extremely doubtful that something will happen, you could use
the following expressions:

I'll pay you back the £500 | owe you next week.
> That'll be the day! or Pigs might fly!
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3: The benefit of the doubt

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. just to be on the safe side
b. an educated guess
C. just in case
d. the benefit of the doubt
1. I'm not sure whether to believe you or not but I'm going to giveyou . . = . . .= ==

2. The weather should be fine but you can never rule out the possibility of rain in
Scotland so take araincoat, . . . . .. ... .. ... you need it.

3. I'm not sure how much my dad earns exactly but . ... ... . .
would be about £2,000 a month.

4. 1f | were you, I'd take out travel insurance . . ... ...

“A spokesman for the Prime Minister insisted

last night that a deal was still on the cards.”

Newspaper report

4: Correct the mistake

Find the wrong word and rewrite the idiom correctly in the space provided.

1.Justto beonthesureside.. . . . . .. .
2. It's someone's guess.. . . . . .
3.Itsal upinthesky.
4. Without a shade of adoubt.. . . . . . . . .. . ...
5. And pigs do fly!. o
6. It'stouch orgo.. . . .
7.1 can fed it in my blood.. = =~ . .
8.Your guess is as bad as mine.. . .
9. The writing's on the cards.. . . . . .
10. I'll give her a benefit of the doubt.. =~ . ...

When you travel, do you travel light or do you take lots of things with you just
to be on the safe side?
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Change

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

tune horizon leopard strength

leaf spots recognition
1. The line in the distance where the land seems to meet the sky isthe . = ==
2.The = | is a member of the big cat family and is famous for its . = =~ . = . .

3. The noun from recogniseis . . . = . . .

4. 1t grows on trees, but is also used to mean the page of a book. It'sa . = = ===
5A ... is a series of musical notes.

6. He's been ill for awhile, but he's now regaining his = . == = ==

2: Change your mind

The following nouns are all used in idioms with change. Use them below:

subject tune plan heart recognition
mind places ways hands direction

1. Are you sure you won't come to the theatre with us? Is there anything | can say
to make you changeyour. . = = = = = ?

2. There's been achangeof =~ = = = = . | We're not going by car. | had an accident
yesterday. Nothing serious, but it means we're going to have to get the train.

3.1 see that restaurant has changed . = = . = = . again. It's now a Chinese
takeaway.

4. Would you mind changing the =~ = = . ? I'd rather not hear about your

operation while we're eating.
5.Jack’'s very well paid but he's under constant pressure. | wouldn't change
_________ with him.
6.1 keep trying to persuade my dad to get a credit card but he prefers cash. He's
too old to change his . = . =
7. Robert said he'd always been against cars in town, but he soon changed his
_________ when he passed his driving test!
8. Originally my mother wouldn't allow her sister to come to our wedding, but she's
had a change of == == == At last they've spoken to each other!
9. I've been in the samejob for 20 years. | fed as if | need a complete change

10. I went back to my home town for the first time for twenty years last month. It
wasn't the same place. The town centre had changed out ofal. . = = == = .

Note: English has the following two idioms when you want to say that you cannot
or will not change. Does your language have similar idioms?

You can't teach an old dog new tricks.
A leopard can't change its spots.
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3: Make a clean break

Use the following expressions in the sentences below:

a. turn over a new leaf d. on the horizon
b. gofrom strength to strength e. make a clean break
c. a  breath of  fresh air f. take shape

1. So, what are you going to do? Stay here and look for another job?
> No, I'm going to move up to London and look there. It'stimeta . . = . . .. . . .
________________ Flat, job, girlfriend, the lot!

2. How's your business going, Kathy? Getting plenty of customers?

>Yesthanks. Were . .. .. .
3. | redlly like that new girl in the office. She's so much fun, isn't she?

>Yes. She'slike . .. ... in this place.
4. Are you till renovating your house? It's taking a long time, isn't it?

> Yes, longer than we thought. $till, it's startingto . . . . .. .. . . now.
5. Is Paula still as overweight as she was when we were at university?

> Goodness no! She . ... and now she's as thin as a rake!
6. | thought you were going to move flat this month. Have you changed your mind?

> No, there'sanewjob ... ... . . so I've decided to wait a bit.

[y
;\iv\
oo

“Marjorie wished she could turn over a new
leaf, like Paula — and give up chocolate, too.”

4: Revision
What would you say in these situations? Use the words in brackets to help you.

1. Describe your friend, who is trying to be a better person, (leaf)
2. Describe the effect of the new person at work, (breath)

3. Say you want to leave and start again somewhere else, (clean)

4. Tell your friend how much your home town has changed, (out 0j)
5. Say that people don't basically change character, (leopard)

6. Ask your friend to stop talking about something, (subject)

7. The newsagent has new owners, (hands)

8. Tdl your friend that your holiday plans are developing, (shape)

Can you think of somewhere you know which has changed out of all recognition
since you were a child?
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WLlig®E Communicating

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

N

®©~ oo

bricks beat hind gab
bush grapevine wavelength dozen
. The back legs of animals are called their . === = legs.

If you want to listen to a particular radio station, you need to know the right

A is smaller than a tree, but larger than a plant.

. When hunting birds such as grouse or pheasant, people - known as 'beaters' -

the ground and bushes to force the birds to fly up so that they can be

2: Just between you and me

Use the following expressions in the sentences below:

a. talking to a brick wall f.  beating about the bush
b. get it off your chest g. put in a good wordfor you
c. can't get a word in edgeways h. just between you and me
d. talking nineteen to the dozen i. heard it on the grapevine
e. breathe a word of this j. talk the hind legs off a donkey
1. Thisis . . . . . . . , but I think Karen's got a drink
problem.

2. 1 wish you would get straight to the point and say what you think. | won't be
upset. Just stop . . . ... !

3. Honestly, | don't know how often I've told you not to leave the door open! It's
like ... !

4. How do you know that the head of the Paris office is leaving the company?

5. If you've got a problem, then it's always best to talk to someone about it.
_______________________________ as soon as possible.
6. If Frank disagrees with you about something, hejust doesn't stop. Once he starts

YOU .
7. If you decide to apply for thejob in Hong Kong, let me know. | know one of the
directors out there, so |l can . . . . . . .. . ...
8. You know when Fiona's excited about something because she starts . . . = == .
|

9. Whatever you do, don't get into conversation with old Mr Murray. He can

10. Please don't .~ . . ... ... , but I'vejust applied for

a new job.
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3. On the same wavelength
Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. on the same wavelength e. gQet straight to the point

b. the gift of the gab f. get the message

c. dtraightfrom the horse's mouth g. have a quick word with you
d. go on a hit h. keep you posted

1. You and Sharon seem to get on very well together.
>Yes, weseemtobe . . ...

2.1 think Rob likes the sound of his own voice. Hejust never stops talking.
>Yes, hedoes . . . ... ... . ... .. , doesn't he?

3. Ah, come in, Peter, I've had anidea. I'l. . . ... ... .. . . ... .. ... .. .. .
| want you to go to Australia and sort out our distribution problems there.

4. Tom is easily the most successful salesman in the company. How does he do it?
>Hesgot . . ... He knows how to talk to potential
customers. He could sell nutcrackers to monkeys!

5. Morning, Pam!
> Morning, Trevor, canl. ... . in my office?

6. | don't understand why Tom and Mary are ignoring us. Doyou . . . ..~
____________ that they don't like us any more?

7. And if there's any change in Tim's condition, you will phone me, won't you?
>Yes, of course. Well. ... . . .

8. | don't believe it! Mark, getting married? Who told you that?
>lgotit . He said he's met someone and
they're planning to get married in June.

4: Opposites

Find the idioms which mean the opposite to these sentences. The words in
brackets will help you.

1. She talks very slowly and calmly, (nineteen)

2. We constantly misunderstand each other, (wavelength)
3. Keep your feelings to yourself, (chest)

4. He listens carefully and then does what | ask. (brick)
5. I'm not going to tell you about any changes, (posted)
6. He never says a word, (edgeways)

7.You can tell as many people as you want, (between)

8. A friend of his told me. (horse's)

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing word:

1. beat about the _ _ _ _ _ 6. talk the hind legs offa . = . = .
2. get aword in _ _ _ _ _ 7. getit offyour = .

3. talkkingtoabrick .~ 8 gotthe == | of the gab

4. on the same _ _ _ _ 9. just between you and . . = =
5. straight from the horses . B O it on the grapevine

Do you know someone who goes on a bit, so sometimes you can't get a word in
edgeways?
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UL YR Dishonesty ]

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

robbery inch snake pretence
fiddle wool stab path
1.The hair that grows on sheep iscaled = = = == =
2.An . is approximately 2.54 centimetres.
3. Ifyou attack someone with a knife, you = = = = = = = | them.

4. Cobras, pythons and vipers are al kindsof. . . == .= = =

5. They tried to give the impression of being happily married but it wasjust a
___________ They were actually very unhappy together.

6. If someone steals money from a bank, itiscaleda . . = = . = .

7. In my front garden there'sa === === leading from the gate to the front door.

8 A . ... . is another word for aviolin.

2: Stabbed in the back

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the dialogues below:

a. wouldn't trust him an inch e. take advantage of

b. leading you up the garden path f. takenfor a ride

c. snake in the grass g. pull the wool over my eyes
d. stabbed in the back h. under false pretences

1. I'm sorry to hear you didn't get the promotion you wanted.
> Yes, well, they told me | would get it and then they gave it to someone else.
| fed asifI'vebeen . . ... ... .. ... ...

2. Do you like my new Rolex? | bought it down at the local market for a fraction of
what they usually cost.
> |I'm afraid it's a fake, Paul. You'vebeen . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ...

3. What about getting a second-hand computer from that shop next to the station?
> | wouldn't buy anything from that man. I've heard alot about him. I .. == =

[

4. Why has Patricia been sacked? She's only been here a week.
> We checked her qualifications and found out that she'd never been to university.
I'm afraid she got thejob .. ... . ... ..

5. After Harry said what he did yesterday, | felt completely betrayed.
>Yes, | know what you mean. That guy isareal .. .. . ... ..
You can't trust him at all.

6. Jim says he loves me and he's promised we'll get engaged later this year. | know
he means it this time.
> Come on, Ginal You've heard it al before. He'sjust = . = . . . .. . !

7.1 told you | didn't want a party for my 50th birthday, but | know you' re planning
something. Youcan't ... . .. ... ... ... . .. .1

8. Paul's asked me to work late again this week and I've said yes.
> The problem with you isyou're too nice. People always . . . = . . = = . you.
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3. Daylight robbery

Use the following expressions in the situations below:

a. behind my back. e. daylight robbery
b. two-faced f. a little white lie
c. lying through his teeth g. on thefiddle

d. asfar as | could throw him. h. believe a word

1. I'vejust looked at a new flat. It was nice but they wanted £500 a week.
> £500 for aweek! That's . .. ... . ... ... . ... ... !
2. You don't seem very happy, Martin. Is something wrong?
> Yes, there is, now you come to mention it. I'vejust been talking to Richard.
He says you've been talking about me =~~~ ... ... ...
3. I've never told a lie in my life.
> | don't believe you. Everyone hastotell .. . .. . | from time to time!
4. If there's one thing | absolutely hate it's peoplewhoare = = =~ = = = = | - you
know, the kind of person who says one thing to your face and something totally
different behind your back.
5. After Roger was arrested, it was obvious that he had been . . ... ==~
_____________ to us for months.
6. How can someone like Bob earn enough to own a Porsche?
> | don't know, but if you ask me I'd say he's . . =~
7. Michael was telling me how much he earned last year.
> And exaggerating, no doubt! Youcan't . .. ... that guy says!
8. So you don't think what he said was true, then?
>| doubt it very much. | wouldn't trust Michael. . .. .. .. .. ...

Note: If you want to talk about someone who is totally dishonest, you could say
that 'he would sell his own grandmother'. There is a recent idiom in British
English to describe a person who lies: He is economical with the truth.
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“Top-of-the-range Porsche, double garage, jacuzzi,
gold-plated taps — he’s got to be on the fiddle!”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing prepositions:
l.lying == = his teeth 6. taken = == = a ride

2. leadingyou . . . = ] the garden path 7. stabbed = = the back

3. pull thewool. . = = = = my eyes 8. take advantage . . = = = me
4 false pretences 9. economical . . . . | the truth
5. talking . = my back 0. the fiddle

Do you know anyone who you wouldn't trust as far as you could throw them?
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Easy and Difficult

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

chew needle stride crack pie
bites haystack baptism tough nut

1.Along stepiscaleda == = . .

2. Brazil, aimond, and hazel are al kindsof. . . . . . . ..

3. Ifmeatis . = == == , you haveto = = == it a lot before you can swallow it.

4. The Christian ceremony of .~ . . . = | is the ceremony which welcomes new
members to the Church.

5. You sew witha . . . . . . .

6. You can makea . . . . . with fruit or meat.

7. Farmers used to dry their hay by building . = = . =

8. Ifasnake . = === you, find a doctor - as fast as possible.

9. Ifyou . . .. . . something, you break it in some way.

2: A piece of cake

All the idioms in this exercise express the idea that something is easy to do. Use
the following expressions:

a. it's child's play

b. dead easy

c. all plain sailing

d. take it in your dtride
e. it's a piece of cake

f. there was nothing to it

1. I'm going to the UK this summer
and I've never driven on the left before.
> Oh, it's a : _ :
- just keep your wits about you.
2. Congratulations on passing your driving test. Were you very nervous?
> | was a bit nervous for the first five minutes, but after that itwas al. . . . . . . .
________________ from then on.
3. How's your dad getting on now he's retired? Has he adjusted to being at home?
> Oh, he's getting on fine. He's takingital .. ... ... ... . .
4. 1 haven't used the latest version of this software yet.
> Oh, don't worry about. There's atutorial that comes with it. It's . = = = = easy.
5. How did your exams go, then?
>The written exam was really awful, but after that the oral was . . == = == . = .
There . ... ...

Note: Another idiom used if the thing you are doing involves using your hands is
| could do it with my eyes closed.

“Jean-Paul found driving on
the left a piece of cake.”
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3: An uphill struggle

All the idioms in this exercise express the idea that something is difficult to do.
Complete the idioms with the following words:

chew baptism depth deep work uphill boys
said needle blood heavy hard bed nut
a itsan . . . .. struggle h. thrownin atthe . . . . | end
b. easier = = than done i. likelooking fora = . = | in a haystack
c. ... going j. outofmy .
d. learned the == = way k. not exactlya == .= . | of roses
e. sort out the men fromthe =~ =~ =~ = 1. tryingtoget = = = | out of a stone
f. bitten off morethanyoucan = = . = m.atough . . = to crack
g. gotyour . . | cut out na.. . of fire

Now use one of these idioms in the following situations:

1. Youll never find Jo's number. There are hundreds of J. Smiths in the phone book.
>Yes, it's like looking for. .~ . .

2. Can you believe it? My first day at work and | had to give a presentation on my
ideas to the whole department!
>That'swhatl cala . ... ... .. .. ... . . ... ..

3. So, that's the work rota sorted out. Now we need to look at next year's budget.
>Yes, that's going to be a tougher. .~~~ .

4. How's life at university? Are you enjoying yourself?
> Not really. I'm finding it difficult to keep up with the work. To be honest, it's
abit of anuphill =~ .~ I'm finding all the studying heavy . = . = = .= . .

5.1 can't stop to talk. I've got to get all these documents photocopied, signed and in
the post by 5 o'clock.

>You've certainlygot =~ .. ... there. Rather you than me!
6. I'm starting to regret that we ever got involved with CD Rom.
>Why? Do you think you've bitten =~~~ ?

Note: It's like getting blood out of a stone means it is difficult to get money,
information, or a conversation out of someone.

4: Revision
What would you say in these situations? The words in italics will help you.

. It's easy because you've done it so many times, (eyes)

You started something but it became too difficult, (bitten, chew)
. Someone suggests an over-simple solution to a problem, (said, done)
The work is very straightforward from now on. (sailing)
Your friend has adjusted to a new situation very well, (taken, stride)
You find someone very difficult to have a conversation with, (blood)

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing nouns:

7. tough == = to crack 11. thrown in at the deep . .
8. baptism of _ _ _ _ 12. not exactly abed of = ==
9. like looking fora = = . . | in a haystack 13. took it in his . = = .

10. learned the hard _ _ _ _ 14. an uphill. = == .

When something changes in your life, do you worry or just take it in your stride?

SURWONR

123



The Family |

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

pod spitting flesh knot chalk blood
1. Your heart pumpsyour. . == = through your body.
2. Peasgrowina . .. . . .
3. Some teachers still use . . . . . . to write on blackboards.
4. There's now ataboo about = . = = = in public, although it was very common
a hundred years ago.
5. The === | of an animal is the part we usually eat as meat.
6. When you tie two pieces of string together, you makea = = . = = .

2: Like father, like son

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. baby of thefamily e. the black sheep of thefamily
b. blood is thicker than water f. ownflesh and blood
c. fight like cat and dog g. likefather, like son
d. two peas in a pod h. tie the knot
1. Jamie's only five but he's mad about football, just like his dad. You know what
they say - = ...

2. I've got two sisters who are older than me and then my younger brother Mark
who's twenty-two. He'sthe = . . ...
3. They've got two daughters and they look just the same. They're like . . . . ==

“Ellie and Shelley are just like two peas in a pod.”

4. Sam isn't the best person for the job but his father made him head of Marketlng
in the family business. Asyou know, = ... |

5. My brother and his girlfriend have finally decidedto . . .. ... ... ...
They're getting married in the spring.

________ when we were younger.

7. Everyone expected Susan to go to university like the rest of us, but she got ajob
inacasinoonaship. She's . .. ... ... ... ...

8. My son's in trouble with the police. I normally have no sympathy with people who
break the law but it's different when it'syour own = .~ . .. .. .
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3. The spitting image

Put the following words in the sentences below:

cheese footsteps homes tree
relative family side image
1.Look at Marie. She's the spitting . .~ = . of her mother, isn't she?

2. Pippa's going to medical school. She's following in her father's . = = . = =

3. A recent survey shows that two out of three convicted criminals come from
broken . . . ... .

4. I've got Scottish blood. My grandparents on my mother's . = = = = | originally
came from Glasgow.

5. George is very interested in his family's history. He can trace his family . === =
back to 1550.

6. Everyone in my family plays a musical instrument. Music runsinthe . ==

7.1 got a letter today from along-lost . = = = = | in Australia. | didn't even know he
existed! He's coming to visit in the summer.

8. My sister and | look alike but when it comes to personality we're like chalk

Note: A long-lost relative is one whom you have not seen for many years. A
distant relative is perhaps your cousin's cousin. You can also say you have a
rather distant relationship with someone. Is there an idiom in your language like
this? - Although my sister lives in America, we're very close.

4: Definitions

Look back at the idioms used in this unit and find the ones which match the
definitions below. The word in brackets will help you.

1. A relative who you have never met or not seen for a long time, (lost)

2. The member of the family who seems to get into trouble or has made bad choices.
(sheep)

3. Brothers or sisters who look just like each other, (pod)

4. A situation when the parents are divorced or separated, (broken)

5. A situation when loyalty to family is more important that anything else, (thicker)

6. When a child looksjust like one of the parents, (image)

5: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final words:

1. the black sheep ofthe =~ .~~~ . 6. fightlikecatand . ==

2. the baby of the _ _ _ _ _ _ 7. likepeasina . .= .. .

3. itrunsin the _ _ _ _ _ _ 8. blood is thicker than . . . . . . .
4. like father, like _ _ _ _ _ _ 9. likechakand . . ... . .
5.yourownfleshand = .~ ~  10. follow in his father's = = ===

Are you following in your father's footsteps? What characteristics run in your
family?
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BRI Good and Bad Quality

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:
scratch barrel par scrape miles

1. In golf, if a hole should be completed in four strokes, itisa . .= = = = four.

2. A large, round container for holding beer or oil iscalleda = . . = = = .

3. An excellent golfer, who no longer has a handicap, iscalleda . = = = = = | player.

4. Eight kilometres is five = . . = = .

5. If you burn food onto a pan when you are cooking, you need to = . = . = . it clean
before you wash it.

2: In a league of its own

Put the following nouns into these idioms:

condition days legs league par
home gold head world miles
a It'sina.... ofits own. f. It's.... better.
b. It'sin mint _ _ _ g. It'sout of this = = .
c. It's .... and shoulders above the rest. h. It'sonitslast . . . .
d. It's seen better _ _ _ i. It'sworth itsweightin == =
e. It's nothing to write . ... about. j. It'sbelow = =

Now use these idioms below, changing the grammar to fit the situation:

1.1 hear Karen's selling her old Mini for £500. Is it in good condition?
> Not redlly. It'son . . . .. It's certainly seen . . . === .

2. There's no doubt in my mind who should get thejob - Mr Sullivan was the best.
>| agree. Hewashead . ...~ ... the rest of the
candidates, wasn't he? Hewasina . . . ... ... . . . .. ... .. .. .

3. Hello, can you help me? I'm looking for a CD player.
> Well, we've got lots to choose from, sir, but if it's sound quality you want, then
this Sony is consideredtobe . . .~ . . ] than all the others.

4. Brian, you wanted to see me.
> Yes, Jeff. Come in and sit down. I'll get straight to the point: your work has been
well below . ... recently and | wondered if you were ill again.

5. What's that new restaurant like in King's Road? You've been there, haven't you?
> Yes, the food was OK, but it was nothing =~~~ .. .. .. . .. .

6. Your PA is excellent, Pete. She must make life alot easier for you.
> Oh yes, she'sworth . .. ...

7. Did | see you driving an old Jaguar yesterday?
>You did! It's over 30 years old, but it's in absolutely =~~~ ..
Itssuperb-out .. ... I Why not come for a drive
tonight?
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3: Not all it's cracked up to be
Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. lt's not all it's cracked up to be
b. You're scraping the bottom of the barrel.
C.It leaves a lot to be desired. -
A.lt isn't up to  scratch. ;
e. He's over the hill.
f. It's gone downhill.

“Humphrey, when I married you. my friends saic

1.1 visited the Tower of London on o . : A
I was scraping the bottom of the barrel.

Saturday. To be honest, | was a bit

disappointed.

> | know what you mean. It'snot == ... ..
2. Our centre forward is useless. He's only scored three goals this season.

>Wsdl, he must be about 35 now. Ifyouask me, = .. . . . . .
3. What do you mean, it's not good enough? | spent all day preparing this report.

>Wsdl, I'm sorry but it isn't detailed enough. Itjust =~ .. . . .
4. Why have you invited Professor Wolf to give the lecture?

> Waell, everyone else we asked couldn't make that day.

But he's totally out of date! You really must havebeen ..~ .. . . !
5. What did you think of the National Gallery?

> It's over 20 years since | was last there and, frankly, | think the place has = =

6. I'm sorry but this report leaves =~~~ . ... ... ...
> | am aware that it isn't as good as it could be, but it's not that bad!

Note: An informal expression used to describe any situation where there might be
some sort of problem - from milk which might not be fresh to a business deal
which might not be very good - is: It's a hit iffy.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final word:

1. It's nothing to write home _ _ _ 6. Your work isnotupto = =
2. They're scraping the bottom of the =~ =~ = 7. It'sin aleague of its . . =
3.He'shead and . ... above the rest. 8. Itleaves alottobe . . = .

4. He's worth his weight in _ _ _ 9. It'sonits ... . legs.

5. 1t's not al it's .... up to be. 10. It's seen . ... days.

Rewrite the following using the words in italics:

11. The car has been very well looked after, (mint)

12. Their car is very old and falling to bits, (days)

13. The new diesel automatic is much better, (miles)

14. Your work is not good enough, (scratch)

Can you think of a sportsman or woman who is head and shoulders above
everyone else at the moment?
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Ulaligstel Health

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

fiddle lease complain split recovery

1.You . = . to the waiter if you are not happy with your food in a restaurant.
2. When you get better from an illness, you makea . = = = .

3. My trousers are too tight. They'vejust =~ = = | in an embarrassing place!

4. A is another word for aviolin.

5. If you rent a house or flat, the contract you signiscalleda = ==

2: Good health

Here are 5 ways of talking about good health. Complete the situations below:

a I'm asfit as afiddle
b.I'm as right as rain.

c. I'm fighting fit.

d. | can't complain.

e. She's the picture of health.

and if you've been ill:

f. I'm back on my feet.

g. lI've got a new lease of life.

h. I've been given a clean bill of health.
i. I'm well on the way to recovery.

1. My dad's feeling much- better. He'swel .~ .. .
>Yes, | saw him yesterday. He seems to have got anew . . . . = .
2. | can't believe your grandfather is 87. He looks fantastic for his age.
> | know. And he'svery active. He'sstillas ... ... .. .
3. You don't look well. Why don't you go home?
> It's OK. I'vejust taken some aspirin. I'll beas =~~~ . . . . in a minute-
4. How did you get on at the doctor's? Did she give you the test results?
>Yes, and I'm happy to say there's nothing to worry about. | was given . = = . = .

5. I'vejust been to visit my grandmother. She's amazing. She's 84 but she's . . = . .

6. How are you, Liz?
>0h,lcan't == . .. = = I'mback =~ .. .. . . . again. Not exactly
_______________________ , but much better than | was this time last year.

Note: People used to say they were in the pink when they were very well. This
expression is now rather old-fashioned.

“Yeltsin fighting fit again.”

i Newspaper headline
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3: Bad health

Complete these idioms expressing bad health with the words given:

killing bad colour going out
weather down run sorts splitting

a I'm feeling a bit out of =~ = = =

b. My backis . = = me.

c.I'vegota . . = headache.

d. 'mgoing . = = . with something.

e. I'm feelingvery == = | down.

f. I'm a bit stressed . . . . . .

g. There's something . . . = | round.

h. I'm abit of- = = today.

i. He'sinavery . = way.

j. I'm feeling a bit under the . “Feeling a bil under the weather, are we?”

Which of the above expressions would you use in these situations? For number 6
there are two possible answers.

1.You have too much work to do at the moment.

2. You have a friend who is dying.

3. You have just been to arock concert.

4. You have a sore back.

5. A lot of people seem to be getting colds or flu at the moment.

6. You were partying till the early hours of this morning and don't fed too good.

The other examples mean that you are feeling ill in a general sort of way.

Note: If you know someone who is dying, you can say: They are living on
borrowed time. If you feel really awful, (but you know it is not actually serious)
you can say: |fee as if I'mat death's door. And if you look awful, your friend
might say: Are you all right? You look like death warmed up.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms and fill in the missing words below:

1. I'm feeling a bit under the . . = == .

2. Hesasfitasa . .. . . . ..

3. Hell soon be back on his . . . ... . .

4. I'mwell onthe . =~ = = to recovery.

5. I think I'mgoing =~ = .= . . = with the flu.
6. I've got a splitting . . . . = . .

7. lcan't ... ... ... .

8. I'm fedling a bit off- = == = =

9. My grandmother'sthe = = . = | of health.
10. It'sgivenmeanew. . . . . . . of life.

11. Il be asrightas . . . = = . | in the morning.
12. I've been givena . = = = = = | bill of health.

What do you do when you are feeling a bit off-colour?
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IIER] Holidays

1: Awhale of a time

Match these four expressions with their meanings:

1.1 had awhale of atime. a. It was exactly what | needed.

2. | recharged my batteries. b. I like going to quiet and unusual places.
3. | like places doff the beaten track. c. | had awonderful time.

4. 1t wasjust what the doctor ordered. d. I'm ready to come back to work.

2: Just what the doctor ordered

Fill in the following expressions in the dialogues below:

a. A change is as good as a rest.

b. We had a whale of a time.

We've packed everything except the kitchen sink.
There's no place like home.

It was like homefrom home.

| always travel light.

It was just what the doctor ordered.

We're going to recharge the batteries.

S@™oao

1. Welcome back, Chris. You look well. Did you have a good time?

> Fantastic. Sun, sea and excellent food . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... ..
2. Are you having a holiday this year, Kathy?

> |I'm going to look after my brother's children for a week. It's not exactly a holiday

but you know what they say - =~ . . .
3. Are you glad to be back?

4. But there's nothing to do in the middle of the forest! How will you fill your days?

>You don't go to Sweden for awild time! ...
5. Would you like to borrow my suitcase or have you got one of your own?

> |t's OK, thanks. | don'tneed it . . . . . . . . . . . ... ...
6. Are you sure everything's in the cases?

>Yes, positive . .
7. You've been on a skiing holiday, haven't you? What was it like?

>Yes, | went with some friends. Itwasgreat . ..~ .
8. Did you stay in a hotel or an apartment?

> An apartment. It had everything - fridge, microwave, colour TV, even a washing

machine . . ...
Note: We sometimes forget how many small idioms are used in ordinary everyday
language. We go on a 'package’ holiday - perhaps fly on a 'jumbo’ jet on a 'long-
haul' flight to 'down-under'! Or you may go to a place which is ideal for
windsurfers - a windsurfers' 'paradise'.
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3. Getting away from it all

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. getting awayfrom, it all e. the time of our lives
b. in the middle of nowhere f. let your hair down

c. a short break g. make a nice change
d. watching the world go by h. off the beaten track

1. When are you off on holiday?

>Tomorrow. | can't wait. I'm really looking forwardto . . . . . . . . . . .

2. Did | hear you were off on holiday next week?

>Yes, werejust having . . ... - I'm back in again on Wednesday.

3. The best thing about the town was it was so quiet. We were the only tourists.

>Yes, I'm likeyou. | prefer places . . ... ...
4. Why do you always go to Ibiza?

>You've never been? It's the best placetorealy ...~~~ . ... .

5. Have you been to Paris?

>Yes, | love Paris. | love sittinginacafe ... .. ... .

6. How was your holiday, Mike?
> Fabulous! Wehad .. . ... ... ... ... ... .
7. You normally go to Corfu in the summer, don't you?

>Yes, but thisyear we're going cycling in the Alps. 1t11. . ... ...~

8. Where's this cottage you're renting in Portugal ?
> Oh, it's miles from anywhere =~~~ .. ...

“Bernard likes places off the beaien track, bul this time
he was beginning to think he’d gone too far!”

4: Revision

Put the following pairs of words into the sentences below:
change, rest away, all time, lives
just, doctor no, home whale, time

1.A isasgood asa . . ..

2.l needtoget = . fromit . . .

3. There's . = place like = == =

4 Wehada = = = | ofa

5.ltwas = . = what the = = = ordered.

6. We hadthe = = = of our. . . . .

Where do you go to recharge your batteries?
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Knowledge and Ability

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

clues ropes rusty brains
screwed nature pick
1. The typical qualities and characteristics of a person make up their ==~
2. Police look for. = . = when trying to solve crimes.
3. Youuse . | to tie a boat to the pier.
4. Two pieces of wood which are . = = together are more secure than if they
were nailed together.
5. The wheels on my bikewent == = | because | left it out in the rain for a week.
6. Youcan . . . fruitoryoucan . . = your teeth to remove small bits of food
stuck between them.
7. In Britain we don't eat the . = = of animals, but in some countries they are

considered a delicacy.

2: It's second nature

Put the following sentences in the following situations:

a. That's thefirst I've heard of it.

b. It's second nature.

c. | don't know thefirst thing about them.
d. I know it like the back of my hand.

e. Can | pick your brains?

1. Can you help me set up a database on my computer?
> No trouble at all! I've done it so often | don't even need to think about it.
_______________________________________ to me now.
2. Paul, do you know anything about washing machines? Mine's got a problem.
>Sorry. | can'thelpyou . . .
3. Did you know that Lisa is planning to emigrate to Australia?
>You're kidding! .
4. Have you been to Oxford before, Kevin?
> Oxford? | lived there for tenyears . . .. ... ...
5. We're off to Indianextweek . ] before we go?
> By all means. What do you want to know?

Now add these expressions:

f. in the dark i. an old hand
g. a hit rusty j. a thing or two
h. not very well acquainted with
6.I'm . Edinburgh. I've only been once.
7.You could tell the tour guidewas . =~ . .~ . . . He made a fortune in tips!
8.1 wish you hadn't keptme . . = = . = | about your plans.
9. Ask Bill. Heknows . . . . . . .. ... .. about old BMWs. He's had half a dozen.

10. I'll have to go on a course. My Frenchis == . = . . .
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3: He's got his head screwed on

Add the missing word to these idioms:

a. He's got his .. .. screwed on. end

b. He can turn his . ... to anything. hang

c. He knows what's : : : clue

d. He hasn't got a _ _ _ what

e. He's learning the _ _ _ knowledge
f. He hasn't got the . ... of it yet. ropes

g. He doesn't know one .. .. of a (car) from the other. head

h. It's common _ hand

Now match them up with these explanations:

. He knows what is useful and important.
He's the sort of person you can ask to do almost any job.
He doesn't know.
He hasn't mastered it.
He's a beginner, but he's improving.
He's a bright guy.
Everyone knows it.

© NOOAPWDN R

Don't ask him to fix yours!

) “I think I've got the hang of it!” .
Note: Sometimes you want to talk about a person who is completely incompetent.

A common expression is: He couldn't organise a pisssup (a drunken party) in a
brewery! Some people consider this offensive, so do not use it except with people
you know well.

4: Revision

Choose the correct word in these idioms:

1. She knows a thing or two/three about cars.
2.Youll soon get/take the hang of it.
3. He's an old arnm/hand at this game.
4.1 don't know the first thing about/from it.
5.1 haven't got a/the clue.
6. That's the first I've known/heard of it.
7.1 know it like the back of my/the hand.
8. You'll soon learn the rope/ropes.
9. She's got her head screwed on/in.
10. It'sfirst/second nature to me now.

Is there a place you know like the back of your hand?
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UeliMealm Memory

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

slip tip jog
blank sieve dim
1.The end of your tongue is called the . = = = .
2. If apiece of paperis . == . = . , there is nothing on it.
3. If aroom has very little light, itis = == = =
4. Ifyou . . . someone's arm when they are holding a drink, they will
probably spill it.
5.Youusea . . = | in the kitchen to separate solids from liquids and
small pieces from big pieces.
6. Ifyou = . . somewhere, you go quickly and you hope that no-one sees you.

2. Jog your memory

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. bear it in mind d. refresh my memory g. jog your memory
b. mind goes blank €. escapes me h. learned by heart
c. dlipped my mind " f. rings a bell i. racking my brains

1. Annabel Giggs? | don't remember anyone in our class called that.
> Have alook at this photograph. Perhapsitwill =~ .. .. . .
2. I've got ajob interview with an insurance company tomorrow.
> Good luck. | hate interviews. When they start asking difficult questions, my
3. Are you sure you know the way to Paris from here? | don't want us to get lost.
> |'ve done it before but I'll have aquick look at the mapto .= == .. . .. = = = .
4. Did you remember to buy me a paper?
> Oh, sorry. It completely =~ ... .. ...
5. You've heard of Quasimodo, haven't you?
> Quasimodo? Yes, thatname . . . . . .. . .. ... ... . I
6. Don't forget that Japanese people don't like to talk about business straightaway.
>Thanks. Il ... ... ... .. ...
7. Is your speech ready for tomorrow's meeting?
>Yes, I'vewrittenitoutand . . . . . . . bitsofit . . ... ... ... .
8. Can you recommend a good Chinese restaurant near the town centre?
> Oh yes. | know a good one. Let me think. What's it called? It's opposite the
Town Hall but sorry, thename . .. ...
9. You know that actor we were talking about? It's Morgan Freeman.
> | knew it was Morgan something! I'vebeen = . ... ... al day.
Note: If you 'rack’ your brains, you make a great effort to remember something.
Hack is an old word with many meanings which are not used today. One of the
meanings isto 'torture’ someone by stretching them on a machine called a 'rack’.
Another old meaning is to 'exhaust’ something.
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3. A memory like a sieve

Use the following expressions to complete the situations below:

a. a memory like a sieve e. ancient history
b. on the tip of my tongue f. a photographic memory
c. at the back of my mind g. in living memory

d.a good memory for faces h. as if it was yesterday

1. Jane's amazing. She can remember things that happened years ago.

> | wish | could say the same. I'vegot = =~ .. ... .. . .
2. Why aren't you listening? Is anything the matter?

>Sorry, but .. ,1 know | have to ring Jack before two.
3. If I want to remember anything, | have to write it down.

> Me too, but my boss is incredible. Hesgot . .= . . . ... .

"Mr Pilkington has a
photographic memory, but
sometimes it puts Miss
Lightbhody off her work.”

4. Who's that actor who played the policeman in Seventh Heaven?
> Ohyes, Bruce someone... Bruce... Oh, wait, it's . ... . .. .
5. Paul, do you remember that time we almost had a crash in the Alps?

6. Look, John, I'm really sorry about what | said to you last week.
> You've already apologised. It's al right. I've forgotten about it. It's === = . = ==
_____________ Let'sjust forget it happened, OK?
7. It's terrible, but I can never remember people's hames.
>Norcanl, butl'vegot . ... .. ...
8. So what kind of weather did you have in Australia?
> Terrible. It was the coldest winter. . ... ... ... ... .. . .

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing nouns:

1.1l bearitin . . . 6. Itmghtjogyour. . .

2. Let merefreshmy . . . 7. Ivegotamemorylikea . == .
3. Learn thingsby ~ . 8. I'vebeenrackingmy .. .
4. Thenameringsa . . . . . . . 9. lItsonthetipofmy . =

5. It completely slipped my. =~~~ . . 10. Asifitwas . . . = = .

Have you got a good memory for faces?
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SligerPd Mistakes

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:
barking dip goose chew tongue
1. Another word for a small mistakeisa . . . .. . . .

3. Before you swallow food, you should = . = = | it well.
4 Adog .. .. can keep you awake all night.
5. It can be very painful if you biteyour. . . = = . !

2: You've missed the boat

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. get your fingers badly burnt
b. fall flat on your face

“Mika Hakkinen has well and

c. miss the boat . : .
d. make a real pig's ear of truly shot himself in both feet.
e. put yourfoot in it TV commentator on Grand Prixl
f. shoot yourself in the foot | race |
g. bark up the wrong tree
h. take your eye off the ball
1. What's this special offer - two cinema tickets for the price of one?
> |t finished last week. You've . . . . .. . . .. ... .. ... ... , I'm afraid.
2. I've thought about it and | think it must've been Lucy who took my wallet.
> Hang on a minute! No, you're . . . . ... ... ... ... ... there. She was off

sick that morning.
3. How was the wedding? Or more importantly, how was your speech?
> The wedding was fine, but | made . .. . .. . . my speech. | was so
nervous | kept mixing up people's names.
4. Have you got any stocks or shares?
>| did have, butl. . . .. ... | lost about £10,000.
5. Why do you think this month's sales figures are so bad?
> It's quite simple. We've been too busy with other things. Weve = === =

6. |1 don't know why you've asked Pam AND Tony when they'vejust split up.

> Oh no! Have they? I'veredly . .. ... . . . , haven't I?
7. So changing courses hasn't turned out too well, then?

> No, | should have stuck to architecture. | think I've . . . . . . . ... .. .. ..
8. If our new office in Japan works, we could make a lot of money.

>Yes, butif it doesn't, wecould . . ... ...

Note: If you rock the boat, it means you cause trouble in an organisation.

136




3. A slip of the tongue

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. bitten off more than you can chew d. made a real mess of it
b. got on the wrong side of e. a wild goose chase
c. a dip of the tongue f. got the wrong end of the stick

“Lee has a habit of biting off a
lot more than he can chew!”

1. Mary's a psychologist, not a psychiatrist!
> Did | say psychiatrist? Sorry, itwas . . ... ...

2. Wdll, did you manage to find some batteries when you were out?
> No, I'vejustbeenon ... . Nearly al the shops were
closed for lunch.

3. How did you get on with Kate? Did you ask her out for a meal?
> | tried to, but | wassonervous . . .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ..

4. I'm surprised Martin hasn't been promoted. He's brilliant at what he does.
> | thinkhe = ... .. one of the directors a few years ago.
5. | thought we were going to Peter's for dinner. He said he's coming to us!
> Sorry, | think you must'vegot =~ . ... .. ...
6. I've promised my parents I'll have finished painting the house by the time they get
back on Sunday.
> By Sunday? You must be mad! | thinkyou've . . .. . ... ... . ... . .. .. .

4: Revision

Which expressions would you use in these situations? The words in brackets will
help you.

1.You've upset someone by saying the wrong thing at the wrong time, (foot)

2. You've started doing something but it's become too difficult or you don't have
enough time to finish, (bitten, chew)

3. You've spent a long time looking for something which in fact was impossible to
find. (I've, goose)

4. Youve lost alot of money in a deal, (fingers)

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:

5 the boat o flat on your face

5 fingers badly burnt i apig's ear of it
T off more than | can chew 2 areal mess of it

3 up the wrong tree 3. my foot in it

Q9 the wrong end of the stick 14 your eye off the ball

Have you ever shot yourself in the foot?
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Misunderstanding

1: Literal meanings

Pill in the following words in the definitions below:

wires purpose head or tail stick
1. Originally meaning beginning or ending- == . ... . = .
2. When | take my dog for awalk in the park, | trytofinda = . == which | throw

for the dog to fetch.
3. Electricity and most telephone signals cometousaong . .= = = = .= . .
4. And what isthe =~~~ = . = of your visit to Britain?

2. At cross purposes

Use these idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. not on the same wavelength d. get the wrong end of the stick
b. twist what someone says e. add up
C. go over my head f. at cross purposes

1. | was talking about my cat and Chris thought | was talking about my mother. It
wasn't until 1 said something about the cat's tail that we realised we'd been

taking . .. ... for five minutes.

2. | just can't work with Sam. We constantly misunderstand each other. We're just
__________________________ at all.

3. No, Roger. You must'vegot = . . .. .. | said we should meet

outside the cinema, not at my house.
4. | never said we should cancel thevisit. Youre . .. .. .. ... .
5. Why should a happily married, successful businessman suddenly decide to kill
himself? Itjust doesn't . .~ . . . . . . , does it?
6. | can't understand anything in my physics class. All the explanations go right

3: It was all Greek to me

Here are four more idiomatic expressions meaning that something is difficult to
understand. Which fit best in the situations below?

a. It was all Greek to me.
b. It wasjust double Dutch to me.
c. The penny still hasn't dropped, has it?
d. You're putting words into my mouth.
1.1 read the instructions and looked at the diagram, but they were no help at all.
2. You are renting a house and the contract hasjust arrived. It is full of legal jargon.
3. | don't believe what you are suggesting | believe.
4. You don't understand or realise what is going on.
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4. Out of my depth

Complete these short dialogues using the following lines:

a. You've completely missed the point.
b. It beats mel

c. | can't make head nor tail of it.

d. You've lost me.

e. We got our wires crossed.

f. I was completely out of my depth.

1. How was your first German lesson last night?

>Terrible . . . . .
2. Push these two buttons, then this one and then these two at the same time.
>SS0ty I Can you show me again?

3. Do you understand this letter from the solicitor - because | don't?
>Neitherdo |. | ...

4. Why does Denise want to quit her job? | thought she loved it.
>| don'tknow . ... ... !

5. So, we're going to waste all this money on advertising on TV?
>NO, . ] That's not what
we've agreed. We're only going to spend it if sales don't improve in the next two
months.

6. So, you arrived at four o'clock and she arrived at six. How did that happen?
> Goodness knows! Somehow. . . . .. !

=
=

5: Revision c%,@
N
Look back at the idioms in this unit f;ﬂ
and add the missing words: )/:{
1. Werenot on the same .~ . (&,
2.You've got the wrong end of the . = = = . . ({/n__t i
3.We'e talking at cross . . . . . . . .. \ Pa., g
4.1t went right over my. . . . . . Bl 45
5.1 can't make head nor. . . . . . . . .. of it. Q}g@b
6. The . . . . . . . . still hasn't dropped. SR Sy, ) e ey e
7. 0t'sal oo to me. ./,I—/ﬁ/
8.Wegotour .. ... crossed. “Half past four! I wonder if
9.1 was completely out of my. . . : we’ve got our wires crossed.”
10. Youve completely missed the == = = = = = .
11. Youve . . = . . .. me!
12.Itjust doesn't = = = = = = | up.

Were there any subjects at school where you felt out of your depth?
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oney

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:
pick up knock off tighten rip off set back splash

1. If you reduce the price of somethingyou = = = == a few pounds.

2. If something is loose, you needto . = = . = it.

3. Children liketo . . . = = each other with water when they go swimming.

4. When children receive birthday presents, they usually. = . =~ = | the paper to
see what's inside.

5. If your progress is delayed, for example, doing a project at work, you are . . = .

6. If you drop something, you haveto . = = = = | it

2. A bit over the top!
Study these idioms, then use them in the correct form in the situations below:

You pick up bargains.
Things can cost a bit over the top.
Things can be dirt cheap.
Something which is very expensive can set you back a bit.
You can pay through the nose.
Things can cost an arm and a leg.
You can be ripped off.
A shop can knock money off an item.
1. | checked the prices in that new restaurant yesterday. Pizzas start at £8!
>£8! That's . . . . .. . , isn't it?
2. Have you seen John's new car?
>Yes, lovely, isn'tit? |l betit =~ ... ... I
3. What have you been doing this morning?

> Just shopping. . .. .. ... . a few bargains in the sales.
4. Renting a flat in London is getting more and more expensive. It's ridiculous.
> | know. You haveto = ... ... ... for anything with more

than two rooms.
5. Where do you get your blank videos from?
> A little shop behind the library. They're =~ . .. . | there.
6. Hey, | love your newjacket. It IS new, isn't it?
>Yes, | got it last weekend. It wasn't cheap. Itcostme . . . .. ...
7. Sorry I'm late. | had to get a taxi here. He charged me £12. Is that normal?
> £127? I'm afraid you'vejust been =~ .
8. £50 for a CD player? How did you manage to get it so cheap?
> It's an ex-display model so they == = = = = == . £45 the list price.

Note: An informal and amusing way of asking the price of something is 'What's
the damage?'
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3: Tighten our belts

Fill in the following verbs in the dialogues below:

go go on tighten put
break splash out save dip into
1. Bad news, I'm afraid. Our rent is going up £20 per week.
> Wsdl, welll just have to be careful what we spend- . . = = = = = our belts a bit!
2. Wdll, that was delicious. Let's get the bill. I'll pay for this.
> No, Barry, it's going to be expensive. Let's . == .= = = halves.
3. Shall we get a bottle of wine for tonight?
> Come on! It'syour birthday. Let's . == . = = . = on a bottle of champagne.
4. You play the National Lottery, don't you? Do you actually make any money?
>Yes and no. | certainly don't lose money. | reckon | just about = . . = = = | even.
5. My uncle's left me £3000 in his will. I'll probably save it or invest it.
> Oh, | wouldn't. Id .= . =~ . . a spending spree and buy all the things I've

always wanted.
6. | haven't got enough in my bank account to pay for the car to be repaired.

> OK, well just haveto . . . | our savings, then.

7. How is it that you can afford to go on holiday somewhere nice every year?
>Easy! ljust . . . a bit of money aside each month just for my holiday.

8. What are you going to do with the money you got for your birthday? Spend it?
>No, I'mgoingta .~ . . . . it for a rainy day.

4: Revision

Complete this review of the idiomatic
expressions used in this unit:

2.go on a spending . . . . . g,
3.costan . . .. .. anda .. .. .. , C%:J/] ‘
4 even LA )
5.dirt. . ... ) dé\/_%{ )
6.splash . . . . . on a new watch . i g . 7
7. up a bargain or two L \%&/
8.dip ... ... your savings o v A SR
9.save money fora . . . . day ey TF g ﬁ“ﬁ‘(}
0. our belts o T

11.put £500 = = == for a holiday “Oh good! A rainy day at last!”

12. pay through the _ _ _ _

13.a . . . over the top

14.itsetus . = . . . a bit

If somebody gave you some extra cash, what would you splash out on?
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WeligER Money 2

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

fortune stinks lap loaded
1.1f agun has bulletsin it, itis = . . = .
2. My cat often sitsonmy. . . = when I'm watching TV.
3. If something is extremely smelly, it == = = = .
4. A ] is a large amount of money.

Note: The informal word for the old British coin known as a shilling (5p) was a
bob.

2. A bit hard up

Divide the following expressions into two groups:

A: Poor:

B: Not exactly poor, but certainly not rich:

a. living on the breadline e. my account's in the red

b. enough to get by on f. a bit hard up

c. not very well off g. can't make ends meet

d. without a penny to his name h. livingfrom hand to mouth

Now complete these situations using the above:

1. We're going up to London for the weekend. Do you want to come?
> I'd love to but I'vejust paid out £600 on thecar soI'ma . ... .= . . . =
at the moment.

2. What was that letter from the bank about?
> I'm afrad we're . . . again.

3. What's the pay like where you work?
> Not very good, but it's OK. It's =~~~ ... .. .

4. This is a modern, industrialised society but millions of people in this country are
still living =~ . ... , just surviving.

5. I was thinking of inviting Jane and David to come with us to the opera, but |
don't think they could afford to. David hasn't got much work at the moment so
they'renot =~ . at the moment.

6. My sister's husband hasjust died and she is left alone with 4 children. | don't

8. My job isn't bad but | don't earn enough to save much or buy any nice things. I'm
basically ... ... ... ...

Note: The 'breadline' is the situation where you arejust able to feed your self and
your family. If you had any less, you would go below the breadline and not be able
to survive.
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3: Rolling in it

All these idiomatic expressions mean very rich or wel off. Complete the

sentences below using the correct form:
a. He's rolling in it.

He's dtinking  rich.

He's got money to burn.

He's worth a fortune.

He could buy and sell you.

He makes a good living.

He lives in the lap of luxury.

He's very comfortable.

i. He's loaded.

S@ "o aoT

. i “Money to burn? He could buy
j. He€s not short of a bob or two. and sell the likes of us!”

1.My sister's an accountant and her husband's a merchant banker. They must
be .. .. ... in it!

2. My brother'sjust got a new job which pays double his old salary. He was well
paid before but now he's got money to . . . . .

3. People who don't know Mrs Crabtree think she'sjust a poor old lady, but in
actual fact, she's part of a very rich family. She's probably wortha . . = . . . .

4.1 wouldn't say | wasrich. Let'sjust say I'm not shortof . . ... ...~

5.Look at the car Paul drives and those Armani suits! He mustbe . . = . . = = . .

6. My dad was a bank manager so he's got a good private pension. You couldn't
describe my parents as rich, but they'revery =~ ...

7.Bob'sjust got a teachingjob in Brunei - big tax-free salary, all expenses paid.
He's livinginthe .. ...

8. I'm a freelance designer. Work's pretty good at the moment, so I'm lucky to be
making quitea =~

9. The old man next door looks like a down-and-out, but he's a millionaire. He could

10. A gold Roalls Royce. A yacht in the Bahamas and aV|IIa in Mustique. | think
that's the definitionof . ... ... .. ... .. .. . .|

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and fill in the missing words:

1. living .... hand .... mouth 6. enoughtoget . == =
2 . apenny.... hisname 7. not very well . ...

3. living .... thelap .... luxury 8. rolling .... it

4. living . ... the breadline 9. notshort.... afew bob
5. abit hard .... at the moment 10 . . . thered

Note: The opposite of in the red is in the black.

Can you think of three well-known people who've got money to burn? Do you
know anyone who lives in the lap of luxury?
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Wlalifsls] Moods

1: Over the moon

Pill in the following words in the sentences below:

cloud tails air world
moon punch spirits bits

1. Our son'sjust got engaged to a really nice girl. We're over the .~ .

2. I'vejust passed my driving test. | can't believe it. I'm so pleased. | fed as if I'm
walkingon . .

3. I'mjust ringing to thank you for my present. It's exactly what | wanted. I'm
thrilledto . . . = . = with it.

4. Look at Clare. She seems so relaxed and happy these days. She looks as if she
hasn't got acareinthe = = = .

5. Pete's wife'sjust had twins. He's going round like a dog withtwo . = = = = = !

6. Sorry about al the noise last night. I hope we didn't wake you. We were
celebrating our exam results and we were in very high .= == ==

7. Marksjust landed his dreamjob, so heson = = = = = = nine at the moment.

8. Welvejust heard that we've got a big contract which is going to last for five years.
Were all aspleasedas . = = . .

Note: Punch (short for Punchinello) is the main male character in the puppet
show Punch and Judy. He is cruel and frightens little children.

2. Blow your top

All the idioms in this exercise are ways of expressing anger or a bad mood. First
fill in the correct verbs in the following:

fly make spit give blow
a. . . your top d = blood
b off the handle e . .. your blood boil
c. ... someone a piece of your mind

Now use the correct form of these expressions:

1.1 always try to keep calm, but when the steward spilt the drinks over me, | just
blew .. . and demanded to be upgraded to first class.

2. When | came back and found the dent in my car, | was spitting . . . . = = = . !

3.Itmakes . .. ... ... .. justto see the pictures of those refugees.

4.1 don't often lose my temper, but when | saw that woman hitting her little boy in
the street, | flew. . . .. . . .. ... .. .., and gave her . . . ...

3: On the warpath

Add these nouns to complete the expressions:

straw collar arms war path rag tether
a likeared = . = to a bull d. upin .
b. the last _ _ _ _ e attheendofmy ==
c. hot under the : : : _ f. onthe . . . .
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Now complete these sentences:
; Keep away from Felicity today. She'son .~ . . . . . about something.
2 If you want to get on with Roger, don't talk about hospitals. It'slike . .= == = . .
__________________ Hejust blows his top.
Calm down. Theresnoneedtogetso . . ... ... ... .. .. . . .. ... I Shouting

won't get you anywhere.
4 1t's terrible. They want to build a new road just 20 metres away from our houses.

Everybody'sup . . . .. .. ... about it, as you can imagine.
5. All right. Thisisit! I'vewarned you. Thisis = .= . = = You said you'd be

home by midnight. It's now twenty past.
6. I've asked you time and time again to keep the flat tidy, not to smoke, and not to

leave things lying about. You just don't listen! I'mat == . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .

N'ote At the end of your tether means that you are annoyed. At your wits end
means that you are frustrated.

“We were over the moon when it looked as

if Bayern were going to clinch it and all |
can say is that we are as sick as a parrot.”

Sports report on Manchester United v. |
Bayern Munich

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and put in the missing prepositions:

1. I'm.... theend .... my tether. 6. Shejust flew .... the handle.
2. Why areyou so hot .. .. the collar? 7. I'mwalking .... air.

3. I'm.... cloud nine. 8. [I'mthrilled .... bits with it.
4. Wewere .. .. very high spirits. 9. I was....the moon.

5. That's I|ke a red rag .... abull. 10. She's .... the warpath.

What would you say in these situations? The words in brackets will help you.

11. A group of people are unhappy about a decision. (Everyone's, arms)

12. It's happened one time too many. (That's, straw)

13. You want to say that a particular thing makes you angry. (It, boil)

14. You are going to tell someone you are angry at their behaviour. (I, piece, mind)
15.You are extremely proud of something you've done. (I, punch)

5. Literal meanings

Find the words in this unit which complete these definitions:

1. The part of a shirt which goes round your neck isthe .= == = =
2. An old piece of cloth, used for cleaning things, isa . . . . =

3. To make acup of tea, first .~ = = = . the water.
4. When you are very pleased and excited about something, you are . . = . =
5A ] is arope or chain which ties an animal to stop it running away.

6. You pick up a kettle or a pot by the . =~ =
What makes your blood boil? Do you ever fly off the handle?
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WeliNeYA People

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the sentences below;

quantity bachelor confirm coach
blanket cannon soul Jekyll and Hyde

1. Nowadays nearly everyone uses a duvet on their bed but some people still prefer

sheetsanda ... ... . = = .

A man who is not married iscalleda . . ... .. ... ... ..

A is an amount of something.

If you think something is true, but you are not sure, you needto . = == = = = | it.

A is like a bus except they are usually more comfortable and

used for longer journeys.

_______________ is a kind of large gun.

7. The spiritual part of a person is sometimes called the . . =~~~ . .= = .

8 are two sides of the same person in the novel by
Robert Louis Stevenson.

ablrwd

o
>

2: An unknown quantity

Use these eight descriptions of people in the sentences below:

a hit of an old woman
a nosey porker

a clever dick

a down-and-out

a confirmed bachelor
a backseat driver

an unknown quantity
a wet blanket

1. Nobody knows where Jim came from. We don't know if he's got children. He's

SQ@P 0T

. Don't tell Liz anything about yourself or your business. Shesa . . = == .
. | don't think Pete will ever get married. He's 45 and very independent. He's

w N

4. My wife's the worst. She sits there saying "Slow down", "Do you know what speed
you're doing?’, "Mind that car". She's aclassic . . ===
5. James is always worrying about his health, keeping warm, what he eats. He's
terrified of burglars. Heredlyis . ... ... . ... . .
. Richard thinks he knows it all. He'sarea. . . ... ... .. ... . .. . .. .
. Remember David Brown who was so good at sport when we were at school? Well,
I saw him the other day in the centre of town, looking terrible. He'd obviously been
drinking and was sitting around with acrowd of =~ .. ... ...
8. Don't ask Jeff to the party. Hell just sit in the corner looking miserable. He can be
such . ... .. ... ...

~N o
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3: A slowcoach

Use the following expressions in the correct sentence below:

a. the salt of the earth e. a Jekyll and Hyde
b. a loose cannon f a slowcoach

c. apain in the neck g. a trouble-maker
d. the life and soul of the party h. a show-off

=

. Come on! Hurry up! You're such =~ . . .

2. 1 don't know how you can share a car with Simon every morning. All he talks
about is motorbikes. | find himareal. . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. . !

3. Don't have anything to do with Alan. He'sjusta .= .. .. . .

4. One minute she's happy and friendly, the next she totally ignores you! She's a real
................. if you ask me.

5. Mike loves flashing his Rolex around and his latest BMW. He'sa === == . .

6. Things are always more interesting when Patricia arrives. She's . . . .

7. The good thing about John is you always know where you are with him. He is
totally 100% honest, but the down side is he sometimes says exactly what he's
thinking in all the wrong places - abitof . . .. .. !

8. | love my grandmother. She's kind, honest, uncomplicated. She's . . === = =

4: Who said it?
Look back at the exercises in this unit and decide who said the following:

. Slow down, there's a cyclist..

No thanks. | don't like parties..

So, how much do you earn?. .

Are you sure it's safe to eat here? s
Do you like my new outfit? It's Armani.. =~ .
Women just complicate things..

I'll be ready in a minute..

NOoOORWDNR

5. Who are they talking to?

Which type of person is the speaker below talking to?

1. Yes, it'svery nice. | expect it cost a fortune..

2. Look, who's driving - you or me?.

3. Mind your own business!

4. Come on! You never know, you mlght enjoy yourself

5. I'm so glad you've arrived. It's been really boring..

6. | didn't know you were married!. . .
7. Do you think it was wise telling them What our marketlng plans are’> ........
8. | just want you to meet her, that's all..

Are you a good passenger in a car or are you a backseat driver?
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IIEXE] Power and Influence |

1: Literal meanings

Here is some information to help you understand some of the idioms in this

unit:

1. A puppet is a kind of doll with strings. When you 'pull the strings', the puppet
moves.

2. People with a lot of influence are often called the 'movers and shakers'. They are
the people who make decisions and have new ideas.

3. 'Beck is an old word meaning a silent signal. Today we only use it in the
expression 'to be at someone's beck and call' - at their command, ready to do
anything they wish.

2: Movers and shakers

Fill in the following words and expressions in the dialogues below:

a. friends in high places
put in a good word for you
c. twist my arm.

d. movers and shakers

e. get the upper hand

f. throw his weight around
g. at your beck and call

h. lay down the law

1.You've met John before, haven't you?
>Yes youreoneofthe . ... ... in English
teaching, aren't you?
Wall, I'm not so sure about that - more like a big fish in a small pond!
2. There's no way we'll get visas with only four weeks to go before we leave.
> Don't worry. I'll speak to my friend Jill in the Foreign Office. She'sgot . . . = = . .

o

3. Go on, have another chocolate.
> All right, then, ifyou . .. ...

4. When you've done the washing up, could you go down to the shops. We need milk.
> "Do this, Do that." I'mnot . . . . . . . . ..., , you know.
I'm not your servant!

5. 1 see your company are advertising for more staff. I'm thinking of applying.
> Good idea. Ifyoudo, Il ... .

6. David'sjust arrived late again.
> Has he? That's the third time this week. I'm going to haveta .= == = === . . . .
_______________ and give him a final warning.

7. What are you watching? Football? Who's winning?
> Nobody. It's nil - nil but Liverpool are startingto . ... ... ... . ..
_________ They nearly scored a minute ago.

8. | wish Bob would stop upsetting people in the office.
>Yes, | wish hewouldn't . . .. . . ..., so much.
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3: Hold the fort

Complete the following idiomatic expressions with these verbs:

hold take (2) eat

call pull wear
a. ... .. the shots f
b alot of weight g
c... ... the buck h
d = a few strings i
e ... the trousers Jo

pass carry
twist
______ the fort
______ out of the palm of my hand
______ a tough line

______ someone around your little finger

_____ advantage of someone

Now use these idioms in their correct form in the following sentences:

1.I'mjust leaving the office for a couple of hours. Can you

______ till I get back?

2. Everyone in my office is terrified of the caretaker, Mr Simkins, but | get on with

him like a house on fire. | have him .

3. One piece of advice - arrive on time in the mornings. The company == = . . . ==
_____________ on people who are late.
4. 1f you're interested in that job at Plessey's, | know the Managing Director. Maybe

| could

. and get you an interview.

5. I'vejust met Robert's wife. Poor man! She never stops talking. It's obvious who

in that housel!

6. My daughter's only four but she knows how to get what she wants. She can

7.1 think we should try to get Dr Hodges to support our plan. People respect him

and hisnamewould . . . . . ... . ...

__________ with the Board.

8.You may not like it, but I'm the bossand | =~ . ... . . . .
around here. So, | would like that report on my desk before 5 o'clock today.
9. It's your responsibility. You're in charge, so stop tryingto . .~ . . . . . .

10. Once you discover someone's weakness, it's up to you whether you
of them or not.

“Tough line taken by police.”

] Newspaper headline

Complete the following 18 idiomatic expressions from this unit:

4: Revision
1.twist someone's . 10.
2.getthe . = | hand 11.
3.putinagood = . 12.
4 in high places 13.
5. call the _ _ 14.
6. . down the law 15.
7. hold the _ _ 16.
8.take = . . of someone 17
9.atyour . = . and call 18.

Are you a mover and shaker?

wear the . . . .

carry alot of. = =

takea . . . line

pull afew = =

moversand . . . . .

eating out of the = =~ = . of my hand
passthe . =

_______ your weight around

twist you around my little . .
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Unit 69 Problems 1

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

jam spanner hop limbo creek blink rails
.Ifyouareina . = . , you arein an awkward or difficult situation.
Ifyouarein = = = . , you are neither in heaven nor in hell.

You tighten nuts and boltswitha . = = = =

If youjump up and down only on one leg, you . = .= . .

Trainsrunon = = = . . and if they crash, they come off the ===

A small seainletisa . . . . ..

. To close and then open your eyes very quickly is the most common meaning of

NOURWN R

Note: An older meaning of blink is a 'sudden flash of light'. Today, on the blink
means 'not working' or 'out of order'.

2. The tip of the iceberg

Five of the following ten statements are True and five are False. Mark the true
ones T and the false ones F:

1. If aproblem is only the tip of the iceberg, it means there are much bigger
and more serious problems to emerge.
. Someone who is in a tight corner is too fat to get through a door.
. If you go off the rails, you lose self-respect and, perhaps, start drinking or
taking drugs.
. If you put the cat among the pigeons, everyone gets upset.
.Ifyour TV is on the blink, it has stopped working.
. If two or more people are in the same boat, it means they are very similar.
.A friend who is in a real state looks wonderful.
.If you are caught on the hop at work, you are one of the busiest and most
energetic employees.
9. If you threw a spanner in the works, your boss would probably promote you for
your good sense.
10. If you have to resign from your job under a cloud, it means you have probably
done something you should not have done.

The false statementsare . . . . . . .. Use them correctly in these sentences:
11. So, we've both lost our jobs! At least we're . . .. !
12. My sister'sjust had some very bad news about her husband. I'll have to go and

see her. She's . . . ... ... ...
13.You shouldn't have raised the question of holiday pay. That really . === == = = = .
|

wnN

coO~NO O~

14. The bank is putting preséure on us to bring our overdraft down. We're . .
__________________ , but I'm sure it won't last. The market will pick up soon.
15. The biggest order of the year and five staff on holiday! We were realy = . = =
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3: In a bit of a jam

Add in, on, at, out of, or up to these idiomatic expressions:

a . . aloss <
b the creek

¢ . . limbo

d = . . hot water

e . . my depth

f a bit of ajam : ‘}\ P~ \

g . . . a standstill 'W /

h the wrong foot %/Vb WW

I am not amused, Edward. We are well and truly
Now use the correct expression up the creek and there isn't a paddle in sight!”

in the situations below:

1. Sales Department, good morning.
> John, it's only me - Bob. Listen, I'm ... .. . I've got to pick
my mother-in-law up from the airport in an hour's time and Helen's got my car.
Can | borrow yours? I'll be back by 4.30, so you don't need to worry.
2. Sorry I'm late. The traffic was awful.
>Tell me about it! | had real problems this morning. There must have been an
accident. The trafficwas . . .. .. .. ... ... .. in the town centre.
3. So, when are you moving house, Jim?
> |I'm not really sure. We've got a buyer for our place, but there's a problem with
the people we're buying from. We're . .~ . . . . at the moment.
4. So, how was your evening with Kim and Kevin?
> OK, thanks. The only problem was when the conversation got round to opera.
They seem to know so much about it. | was completely = .~~~ ... ... .
5.1 get the impression you don't like your new neighbours.
> WEell, they had a very noisy party on their first Saturday night and | asked them
to keep the noise down. I'm afrad we got off. .~~~ ..~ .
6. Miles from anywhere! Blistering sun! And you run out of petrol! We really ARE
|

7.1 was sorry to hear that Jane isn't speaking to you.
> Yes, it's atotal misunderstanding, but there's nothing | can do about it.
I'm .. ... to know what to do.
8. | often use the office phone for personal calls. | don't think it matters.
>Wadl, if Helen finds out what you've been doing, you'll be =~ . .. .

Note: You can be in hot water, land in hot water, or get into hot water.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. Weredlinthesame = =~ . . 6. Sheleftundera . = = =

2. Wereinatight = .. . 1. Thetrafficwasata . . = .
3. | was completely out of my .. . . . . 8. Hesgonedfthe = .

4. Wegot off onthewrong .= = =~ . .~ . 9. TheTV'sonthe ===

5. Youve caught meonthe = = = - 10. Youll beinhot == . = = .

Did you ever get into hot water when you were at school?
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mProblems 2

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

bury cracks buds flow carpets
sweep nip bull horns doubt

1. Amalecowiscaleda . . . ..

2. Some houses in Britain have wooden floors but most have wall-to-wall. . . . . . .
3. Our cat died last week. We decided to . . = = | it in the garden.

4. Spring is here! You can seethe . = = = = | coming out on the trees.

5.The = = . . . | of water in the river increases in spring when the snow melts.

6. We need a builder. Thereare . = = == | developing in the walls of the kitchen.
7.Don't go in that field! Some of those cows have = = = = = !

8.1 work in ahairdresser's. | don't cut hair. | just make coffeesand .= = . == the

floor all day!

9.There'sno . . . = = in my mind that we will soon have holidays in space.
10. If you squeeze something hard between your finger and thumb, you = = = = = | it

2. Anything for a quiet life

Use the following idioms, which are about avoiding problems:

WE'll cross that bridge when we come to it.
I'll keep a low profile.

Let's deep on it.

I'd better give you the benefit of the doubt.
Well have to go with theflow.

Anything for a quiet lifel

1. No wonder Bill and Jean are having trouble with their children. They give them
everything they ask for.
>Yes, their philosophy seemstobe . . . . . . ... ... ... ... !

2. Look, if we discuss this all night, we still won't reach agreement. | just don't know
what we should do next.
> No, | admit it's a difficult problem. Well start afresh tomorrow morning. In the
meantime, . . . . .. ...

3. Have you heard they're looking for someone to open an office in Ulan Bator?
>Wdl, | think = . | don't fancy a remote place like that.

4. Look, I've told you a dozen times | wasn't even IN the office when the files were
erased. It must've been someone after | |eft.
>All right, | suppose . . ...

5. Look, if we're going to change the whole company's computer systems, we've got
to think about staff training.
> |'ve got more urgent problems than that on my mind at the moment == . = = .

oo T

6. All the younger staff are keen to go bungee jumping on the staff day out.
>| know! | don't think we've got any choice! =~~~ ... .. .. . . .
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3: Bury your head in the sand

Complete the following text by putting the lines in the correct order. The first
one has been done for you.

When a problem comes up, people deal with it in different ways. Some people try to
ignore it, but you can't just bury your head

under the carpet. Personally, | think that's a mistake. It's better to face the

by the horns and make a decision. When a problem appears they get to the

in the sand, hoping the problem will go away. Or, maybe, you just sweep it
buck, instead of taking responsibility themselves. | like people who take the bull
facts, however difficult that may seem. Another mistake is when people pass the
bottom of it and sort it out. They don'tjust paper over

it in the bud, if possible, before it gets more serious.

pieces when facing a difficult situation. When things get too much, they turn a
blind eye and hope things will go away. When there's a problem, nip

the cracks to make things look better. Some peoplejust go to

TTe@ e o0 o

—

l.c 2. .. 3. .. 4. ... 5... 6. ... 7. .. 8. ... 9. ... 10. ...

4: Revision

Match the idioms in this unit to the definitions below. The words in brackets
will help you.

1. Try to hide a problem, (carpet)

2. Deal with a problem in a superficial way. (cracks)

3. Deal with a problem if and when it happens, (bridge)
4. Deal with a problem as soon as it appears, (bud)

5. Take decisive action, (bull)
6.
7.
8.
L

Find out the cause of a problem, (bottom)
Pretend the problem doesn't exist, (sand)
Ignore somebody's bad behaviour, (blind)

ook back at the idioms and find the missing verbs:

9 . ... .. the buck ,
0 . the problem in the bud o

11 .. ] to the bottom of it ) L ,
“No. Mr Higginbottom, you’ll never catch

12 .. ] it under the carpet : . -

13 he f me sweeping anything under the carpet.
"""" the . acts It's more than my job’s worth!”

14 ] to pieces

Find the missing nouns:

15.turn a blind . . . . .

16. keep alow = = .

17.go with the == =

18.crossthat . . . . when we come to it
19. give her the benefit of the = = =

Did your parents sometimes turn a blind eye to things you did when you were a
teenager ?
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Shiivall Reading

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

wade jargon cover leaf tripe
dip load twist print grip
1. Another word for a page in abookisa . . .= = = .
2. Before getting into a bath, to test the temperature, you . == = your fingers or
toes into the water.
3. If you are walking in water which is knee-deep, you . = . == through it.
4. The outside part of a book is called the . = = . =
5.1 don't like mountain roads. They. . .= == = . . and turn very sharply.
6. Something which is writtenin = . = = | uses too many difficult or technical
words for no good reason.
7. Another word for atot ofisa . . . . . . of

8. People with poor eyesight can get special books which use large = . = = = = .
9. When you cook the stomach of a cow, itiscalled = == = = =
10. Hold on to something very tightly and you . = = = = it

2: A load of tripe!

Match the comments with these different kinds of reading material:

a. a novel Cc. a teenage magazine
b. a reference book d. a legal document

My boyfriend thinks it'sjust a load of tripe!

| had to wade through page after page of jargon.

I love dipping into it from time to time to check dates and that sort of thing.
| read her last one from cover to cover in one day.

There's a brilliant twist at the end.

It's too high-brow - far too intellectual for my taste.

It's only light reading but some of the articles can be quite informative.
Some chapters were fairly heavy-going.

9. Make sure you read the small print before signing.

10. | read it and re-read it but | couldn't make head nor tail of it.

11. | gave up after about fifty pages. | just couldn't get into it.

12. You have to be patient at the beginning. It takes a while to get going.
13. It's gripping, absolutely riveting, right to the very end.

14. | just couldn't put it down until I'd finished it.

15. It's full of interesting tit-bits about history.

16. It's unputdownable. I'm sure it's going to be a real blockbuster.

17. It's a good read every month.

18. It's a must for anyone going there.

PN WN R

Note: If a book is very intellectual, you describe it as high-brow. If it is full of
gossip and trivial information, it is low-brow.
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3. Very well read

T

he metaphors of reading and books are important in a number of common

idiomatic expressions. Use these expressions in the situations below:

a. turn over a new leaf d. reading between the lines
b. an open book e. read too much into it
C. judge a book by its cover f. very well read

“Ah, Mr Rimminglon, after 40
years with the company, it's
good o see that at last you're
turning over a new leaf!”

1. Karen's very interesting, isn't she? If you want to know anything, ask her.

>0Ohyes. She's . . ...
. Jim, why can you never find anything on your desk?

Brenda completely ignored me this morning. | must have put my foot in it
yesterday.
> She'sjust not in a good mood at the moment, that's all. | wouldn't . =~ . = =

. What | like about Susanna is her openness and honesty.
>Yes, what you see iswhat you get. She's . . ... ... ... ...

. Everybody seems to be happy with the idea of Isabel joining our group.
> Except Jack. He said he wasn't against the idea, but .. .. ... . .
_____________ ,1 think he's got his doubts about her.

. | was completely wrong about our new Press Officer. When | saw the pigtail, |
thought, "What have we got here?"
> Wsdl, you know what they say: Never . . . ..

4: Revision

L

ook back at the idioms in this unit and fill in the missing nouns:

1. I'm turning over anew = . . .

co~NOOPRWN

A

. You've got to read between the . = = = =
. It'sjusta . . of tripe.

. |l read it from coverto . = = = .

. | can't make head nor. = . == | of this.

. I didn't read the small. = = ==

. Ittakesa . . = ] to get going.

. Never judge a book by its . = . . =

re most of the things you read high-brow or low-brow?
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Wialigr#~8 Relationships 1

1: Meanings

1. A spot is usually a mark on your skin, but if you have a soft spot for someone, you
like them. You usually use it for someone who tends to be unpopular with other
people.

2. When some animals attack another animal, they often attack the soft area around
their throat. In the same way, if two people are arguing you can say that they are
at each other's throats.

. If you get on with someone like a house on fire, it means you get on very well.

. If you don't see eye to eye it means that you don't agree on something.

. If ther€'s no love lost between two people it is a way of saying they really don't get
on at all. They may not even be on speaking terms.

b~ w

2: A shoulder to cry on

Put the following expressions in the dialogues below:

a. at each other's throats e. ups and downs

b. a shoulder to cry on f. don't see eye to eye
c. ther€'s no love lost g. fight like cat and dog
d. through thick and thin h. clear the air

1. Thanks for listening, Rachel. | fed better for talking to you.
>That's OK. You can always come to me ifyouneed . . ... ... . . . .
2. You've had the same flatmate for years, haven't you? You must get on very well.
>Wseél, wevehadour. . . ... ... ... ... over the years but on the whole
it's worked very well.
3. Do you get on well with your brother and sisters?
>Yes, | do, but my brother and older sister. .~~~ . ... ... .
4. |s it true that Jeff and Laura are having problems?

> | think so. They seemtobe .. .. . .. most of the time these days.
5. How are you getting on with your new business partner?
>Wdl,we on everything, but that's a good thing.

It's when we agree on something too quickly that mistakes are made.

6. My parents have been married for 50 years.
> In those days people stayed together. .~ . ... .

7. Why was there such a bad atmosphere in that meeting?
>You're new here. Didn't you notice that . .~~~ between
George and Andrew?

8. There's abad atmosphere in our office. Some people aren't talking to each other.
>Wsdl, it's time you had a meetingto . .. .. . .

Note: Milk turns sour if it is not kept in the fridge. It can go off. In the same way
relationships can turn sour if two people go off each other.
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3: A soft spot

Complete the following statements about good relationships:

11 think my teacher hasa soft = = = = = for me. house

2. Even if you get married, don't neglect your. . == . friends. need

3. It's always fun to meet someoneyou . . = . | it off with. books

41 mustsay | getonlikea . = = = .. on fire with my mother-in-law. turn

5.1 get on best with people who're on the same =~ = = . = as myself, hit

6. My children al try to stay in my good ... spot

7.Do someoneagood . . . . . . , and you've made a friend. pick

8. Do your best not to get off on thewrong =~~~ foot

9.A friendin == . is a friend indeed! wavelength
10. Youcan . . . . your friends, but you can't pick your relations!  close

Note: A young friend is always young. An oldfriend might be only 35.

i :
=lesa) 5

A /j\\
= *J‘ﬁ;;’;\@/\@

“No wonder we never see eye to eye! We're just not on the same wavelength!”

N

4: Through thick and thin

Look back at Exercises 2 and 3 to find idioms with these meanings:
1. in bad times and good times.

2. don't agree. = . .

3. fightalot.
4. started with a misunderstanding. =~ =~ . .~ . . . .
5. help a friend when they have a problem. = . . .
6. do someone a favour.

5: Revision

Complete these sentences with the correct preposition:

1. Doyou need ashouldertocry . . . .? 6. They're .... each other's throats.
2. Were not . ... the same wavelength. 7. There's no love lost . ... them.
3. They stayed together . ... thick and thin. 8. I'mnot .... his good books.

4. Wegot .... likeahouse .... fire 9. They don't see eye .... eye.

5. We got off . ... the wrong foot. 10. I've got a soft spot .... her.

Is there a member of your family you don't see eye to eye with?
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Wsljargell Relationships 2

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

crush rocks knot plunge stand guts
1. When boats sail too close to theland, . . . . | can be areal danger.
2. Ifyoucan't . = | hot water, it means you cannot tolerate it.
3. Everything inside you - your stomach, kidneys, liver etc, areyour. . .= = =
4. If you accidentally sit down on a packet of biscuits, you will. = = = them.
5. When you tie two pieces of string together, you makea . = = = .
6. The meanings of dveand = == . are very similar. Youcan = = . or dive into
the sea. Youcan . = = . something into water, but you cannot dive something in.

Note: If you have it in for someone, it means that you have some kind of grudge
against them. You are annoyed with them for a specific reason.

2: Head over heels in love

Put the following nouns into these expressions:

crush heels rocks plunge knot love

a tie the . .. ..

b. havea . . . . . on someone
c. take the ... ..

A fal in.....

e.on the ... ..

f. head over. . . . . . in love

Now use the correct form of the idiomatic expressions in these situations:

1. I've never seen Camilla so relaxed and happy. What's happened to her?
> Didn't you know? She's met Mr Right! She's . . ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .
with this French chef who works in a restaurant in the town centre.

2. Kate, do you remember our art teacher at school? He was nice, wasn't he?
> Oh yes, Mr Eastwood. I'll never forget him! I . . on
him until the day | saw him with his six children and dreadful wife!

3. Tim, you and Sharon have been together now for ten years. Isn't it about time you
tied . ... ?
> Wadl, funny you should mention it. Last night we decided to take . . . === = = .
so | hope you're free on June 12th! I'm looking for a best man!

4. 1 hear you've got Tom and Barbara's children staying with you at the moment.
>Yes. I'm afraid Tom and Barbara's marriageis = . . . . . . . . . They're
having a little time and space to talk on their own.

5 Ifyoucan . .. ... ... . , can you/alf out of love?

Note: If you like or admire someone very much you can say that you think the
world of them.
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3. Gone their separate ways

All the idiomatic expressions in this exercise deal with relationships going
wrong. Match the two parts of each conversation:

1. Are Luke and Louise till together?

2. Has Brian asked you to stay behind late again, Tony?

3. David's told me that he won't come skiing with us if Frank's going to be there.
Have you any idea why?

4. What's your honest opinion of our new Head of Marketing?

5. Why won't the three political parties involved get together and cooperate?

a. Well, as far as | can gather, there's no love lost between them. They fell out
over something last year and haven't spoken since.

No, I'm afraid not. They've gone their separate ways.

Yes, it's always me, isn't it? | think he's got it in for me.

I can't stand her. And | can't be more honest than that!

It's quite simple. They hate each other's guts! They wouldn't even share a taxi!

Note: If you have a disagreement with someone, fall out, then make up, you patch
up your differences or, if it was very serious, you bury the hatchet.

Poooc

“Tug of love as couple go their

separate ways.”

Newspaper headline about
who gets the children when a
couple split up

4: Revision

Complete the following with one word:

1. Weve decided to go our separate . . . = .
2.1 think I've fallenin . . = . .. !

3.Haveyou . === it in for me or do you just not like me?

4. Were the plunge in October.

5.1 can't bear to be in the same room as John. just == = | stand him.

6. Our 14-year-old daughter hasa = == . = on her 23-year-old biology teacher!

7.Theresnolove . = == between my brother and his in-laws. He calls them
outlaws!

8. | wish peoplewouldn't fall. = = = = . so easily over silly little things.

9. So, you're . . . . ] the knot this Saturday. | hope the weather's nice for you.

10. The trouble with falling head . = = = | heels in love with someone is that it's
usually totally the wrong person!

11.1 wouldn't say | hated Nigel's . = . . , but he's not my favourite person at the
moment.

12. Lots of marriages which areonthe . = = = | could have been saved if the couples

had seen a counsellor early on when they were first having trouble.

Do you know someone who's got it in for you? Can you do anything about it?
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SUllgy Safety and Risks

1: Literal Meanings

1. Put your head on the block: Hundreds of years ago, away of executing people
was to cut their heads off. This was done by the criminal putting his head on a
block of wood.

2. Skating on thin ice: If you go skating on a frozen lake, you must be careful not to
go near dangerous areas where the ice is thin.

3. A leap in the dark: Another word for jump is leap. If you leap in the dark, you do
something without thinking about the consequences.

4. Flying by the seat of your pants: If you do something by the seat of your pants,
you do it by instinct and experience rather than with any technical or scientific
help. In the early days of flying, before radar, it was said that pilots sometimes
flew by the seat of their pants.

2: All your eggs in one basket

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

play safe

. put your head on the block

sit on thefence

. put all your eggs in one basket
to be on the safe side

tread carefully

live dangeroudy

stick my neck out

1.What do you think about investing in
the Stock Market?
>Just be careful notto . . ... ... ...
SR SEIEIRIRII _Otherwise, you run the “Mervyn was always
risk of losing everything. stickiriq his necl out.”
2. How many bottles do you think we'll need - six?
> Well, there are fifteen people coming so get eightjust . . ... ... . . .
3. So, who's going to win? England or Brazil?
>IN and say England - two goals to one.
4. 1 can see both sides of the argument. You're both right, | think.
> Come on, Bob. Youcan't =~ .~ .. .. . | Tell us what you really think.
5. Shall we get the nine o'clock train to the airport?
> No, that only give us 45 minutes to check in. I'd rather =~~~ and get the
8 o'clock.
6. Somebody has to complain about our pay and conditions.
> Go on, Alan. You're never afraidta . . .. .. . ...
7. I'm going to go straight round and tell Mary what | think of her.

S@ o0 T

>wdl, . She's not very well at the moment.
8. I've never bought a lottery ticket in my life!
Goon, ... ... ... I You might fal under a bus tomorrow!
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3. Flying by the seat of my pants

U

1

se the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:
a. at stake e. cutting it a bitfine
b. skating on thin ice f. a leap in the dark
c. nothing to lose g. safe as houses
d.flying by the seat of my pants h. sailing close to the wind

. | was very impressed by the way you were able to answer all the interviewer's
questions so easily.
> Were you? Wdll, | had no time to prepare. | was literally .~ ... ... .. .

. | hope we get the new cleaning contract with British Airways.
>Yes, there's200jobs . = = = = . . if we don't.
. That Korean deal was a bit dodgy, wasn't it?
> Yes, it wasn't exactly illegal, but | agree wewere . . = = = = . abit .

. If we catch the 3.30 train, we'll arrive at the airport half an hour before our flight.
>That's . . ... ... .. ... What if the train's late?
. Aren't you worried about your job? Banks seem to be getting rid of people at the
moment.
> No, I'm a merchant banker. Myjob'sas = ... ... . .. . .. . . . |
. You're mad! How can you buy avillain Spain without seeing it first?
>| knowit's . ... . but our friends had no problems with theirs.
. | really want to ask Diane to go out with me but | don't think she's interested.
> Go on. Giveit atry. Youvegot = .
. Goodness, when you started talking about divorce in front of Mary, | started to
squirm. You know they've just separated?
>Yes, it wasn't till | started, | suddenly realised that | was . . . ... .=~ == .

4: Revision

P

ut the following pairs of words into the sentences below:

put, block stick, neck
careful, skating leap, dark
sailing, wind eggs, basket
cutting, fine just, safe

1. Four o'clock? That's . . . . . | itabit .. . .. ,isn't it?

co~NO TP WN

. I'd keep quiet if | wereyou. Youre = = .= . a bit closeto the = = . = .

. Youd betterbe . . . . . . , Tim. Youre . . . . . . on thin ice.

.l don'twantto == .= = | my head onthe . = == . , SO you can do it!

. Take some extratraveller's cheques = = = = = tobeonthe = . = . side.
. | don't really know but Il. = =~ = my ... out and say ...

. Don't put al your = = = inone . ...

When you travel by air, do you cut it a bit fine or are you there a couple of hours
early to be on the safe side?
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LStiwaey Similarities and Differences

1: The odd one out

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

M eaning similar Meaning different

a. in the same boat f. afar cryfrom

b. the spitting image g. the odd one out

C. on a par with h. one of a kind

d. carbon copy i. poles apart

e. six of one and half a dozen of the other j. a world of difference

1. All my brothers and sisters went to university but I'm ...
| decided to leave school and get ajob.

2.1 would say that the cost of living in Londonis . ... . .. Paris.

3. It's not just you who's worried about losing your job. We'real =~ . . .

4. There's . . .. . | between visiting a country and actually living
there.

5.1 love my uncle. He's an eccentric. | don't know anybody quite like him. He's . ...

6. Nigel and | are good friends but when it comes to politics we're . .~ . . . =

7. Don't bother going to see the new Bond film. It'svirtuallya ... ... .. = .
of the last one.

8. So here you are living in a luxury flat looking out at Buckingham Palace. It's
___________________ the slums of Liverpool!

9. I'vejust met David's brother. He's .~~~ . . . | of that guy who reads

the 6 o'clock news on TV!
10. Do you want to eat now and work later, or do a bit of work then eat?

> Oh, | don'tcare. It's . . . . . .

2: Join the club!

Fill in the following verbs in the sentences below:

tell join stick  out
take after choose follow
1. I'm absolutely fed-up! I'm over-worked and under-paid.
> the club! You're not the only one, you know!
2. You can't go to a funeral in a cream suit! You'll .~ = = = = | like a sore thumb!
3. lcan't = = . ] the difference between Coke and Pepsi. Can you?
4. | expect Johnwill. =~~~ | in his father's footsteps and become a lawyer as well.
5. I'm very hot-headed. | lose my temper quite easily. My father'sjust the same.
| supposel == him.

6. I've looked at the Sony system and the Phillips one and there seems to be little to
between them. They're both good value for money in my opinion.



3: A different kettle of fish!

Complete the following using these idioms:

a. We're in a whole new ball game now.
b. She was a different kettle offish.
c. As different as chalk and cheese!

1.1 only knew Mary's sister Elizabeth. She led a very quiet life.

> Oh, you couldn't accuse Mary of that! ... . . .
2. Has the change of government made any real difference?

> Absolutely!
3. You and your sister are very different characters, aren't you?

> Completely different = .

4: Literal and non-literal meanings

Look back at the first three exercises and find the idioms which are related to the
following information:

1. You cannot get further apart in the world than the North Pole and the South Pole.
If you hold very different opinions, we say that your viewsare . . . . . . .

2. If you hurt your thumb and put a bandage on it, it will look very different from
your other fingers. So, if someone is wearing something very different from what is
expected, he might . ... ...

3. In golf if you take 4 strokes for a hole which is a 'par 4', you take the number of
strokes which are expected. If someone is at the same level as you, they are
............... with you.

4. A dozen means 12. If there is nothing to choose between two options, you can
say that the choiceis . .= ... . ... ...

5. Many years ago, if you wanted to make two copies of a document, you had to
type it using two sheets of paper with a piece of carbon paper between them.

If one thing is identical to anotheritisa . ... == .. . .

“Every father wants his son to follow
in his _footsteps — except Charlie who
couldn’t get rid of his!” =

2 A;{?ﬁ

- \im\

5: Revision — %“

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final word:

1. we're dl in the same _ _ _ _ 6. carbon . . . . .

2. stick out like a sore _ _ _ _ 7. theodd one . . . .
3. adifferent kettle of. _ _ _ _ 8. can't tell the . . . . .
4. as differentaschakand =~ .~ . 9. jointhe .

5. follow in his father's _ _ _ _ 10. poles . . = .

Can you think of two people you know who are the spitting image of each
other?
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Sleep and Dreams

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

crash blink nightmare snore nod wink log
1. When you open and close your eyes quickly, you . == = = = . If you only close one
eye, you . . . ... ..
2. When two cars hit each other, they =~ ===
3. Avery bad dreamisa . = .
4. Whenyou mean "Yes', you = = = . . your head.
5 A is a piece of the trunk or a thick branch of a tree.
6. If you make a loud noise when you sleep, you . = = .= =

2. Sleep like a log

Choose the word you think completes the idiom:

1.1 fed great. | slept like a log/dog last night.

2.1 was so tired when | got into bed last night that | went out like a feather /light

3. | fed terrible. | didn't sleep a blink/wink last night.

4.1 wake up at the slightest noise. I'm a very light/soft sleeper.

5.1 usually go home for lunch but if I'm tired, | sometimes stay in my office and
have forty blinks/ winks at my desk.

6. Don't bother going to see the new Bond film. It was so boring I fell off/nodded off.

7. 1t's time you went to bed. You look dead on your feet/ legs.

8.When | got in from work last night, | was utterly exhausted. | justfell out/
crashed out on the sofa. | didn't wake up till 11 this morning!

9.1 was so tired | could hardly keep my eyes open/apart.

10. Someone said there was thunder last night, but | didn't hear a thing. | was
asleep /dead to the world.

11. Wednesday is my day off so | usually
lie in/lie out till about ten o'clock.

12. Ah! Look at him. Don't babies look lovely
when they're quick/fast asleep?

13.1 think you've had too much to drink. Go
home, go to bed and sleep/snore it off.
14.1 need two alarm clocks to wake me in the

morning. I'm a very heavy/ strong sleeper.

Now complete these expressions
using idioms from this exer cise:

15.dead on your . . .

16. have forty. = = . . J——

17.a = . | ora . . .| sleeper

18.sleep likea . . .

19 asleep T didn’t hear a thing. I was dead to the world.”
20 . ... to the world
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3. It was a nightmare

We often use words connected with sleep to talk about many different things.
Add the following sentences to complete these situations:

a. Don't lose any sleep over it. e. It was a nightmare.

b. Sleep on it. f.  You're half asleep.

c. It's a dream come true. g. It went like a dream.
d. We had him put to sleep. h. | wouldn't dream of it.

1. How was your holiday?

> Awful. Everything went wrong = . . . . .. ... ..
2. Sorry to hear about your dog. Was he killed in an accident?

> No. Hewas ill and too old to get better . =~ ... ... . ...
3. I'm a bit worried that | upset Amanda. | didn't mean to be rude.

> I'm sure it wasjust a misunderstanding .=~ . .. ...
4. Sorry? What did you say? | wasn't listening.

5. So, you're off to America at the weekend? Have a good time.
> | will. I've been wanting to go foryears . . . ... .. ... .
6. How was your date with Richard? Is he Mr Right?
>Wdl, it was wonderful. Everything was perfect . ... ... .. . .
7. Work in the Madrid office? Well, it sounds good, but it's a big decision to leave
home for two years.
>You don't have to decide now. We can talk again tomorrow. . . . .~ = . . |
8. Do you alow yourself to have a drink when you're driving?
>No, ... I'd never forgive myself if | had an
accident.

“ When | told them it drove like
a dream, a number of them

swore they would order one as
a company car.”

Newspaper review of Lthe
launch of a new car
¢ ST

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs. Put them in the
same tense as the examples.

i T like alog. 6. bont . === = any sleep over it.

2. 1 didn't =~ = . awink last night. 7.1t = . | like a dream.

3. ljust . .. out on the sofa. 8.1 . out like a light.

4. | wouldn't = .~ = of it. 91 in on my day off.
5.It'sadream = == == true. .m0 on it and tell you tomorrow.

Do you like to lie in at the weekend?

165



Unit 77 [

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

skates brake snail flash blink
drag bats shot split
1. If something is too heavy or big to carry, youcan = = . = = | it along the ground.
2. You put your foot onthe = = = = = when you want to slow down or stop your car.
3. When you open and close your eyes quickly, you . == . = |
4. If you want to move easily on ice, you need to wear. . = = . = .
5. If you break or cut something from end to end, for example, a piece of wood, you
________ it
6. A . . ] is a small, soft animal with a round shell on its back. They are eaten
in France.
7TA is a sudden, brief light - for examplea = . = = = | of lightning during

an electric storm.
. A single bullet fired fromaguniscaleda = . = = = =
. At night you sometimes see animals like mice with wings flying around. These are

©

2. Spread like wildfire

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. get your skates on e. as if there was no tomorrow
b. take your time f. no sooner said than done!
c. spread like wildfire g. like a bat out of hell
d. put the brakes on h. made very good time
1. Everybody seems to know about my engagement!
>Thenews . . .. .. ... You might have known it would!
2. Rodney, could you photocopy these certificates for me, please?
> Certainly - !

3. What's the time?
> Ten past seven. If you want to catch the quarter past, you'd better . . . == .

4. Where's John?
> Wel, | just mentioned that my mother was coming over this evening and he

5. Weve overspent our budget by £15,000.

> Right, we'd better . our spending for a while.
6. I'm nearly ready. | just want to clean my shoes before we go.

>There'snorush .. ... ... ...
7. How was your journey? You came by car, didn't you?

>Yes, it was fine. The roads were clear, sowe . . . . . . . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .
8. Look, just slow down! What's all the rush for? You're eating . . ... ... .. .
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3. At the drop of a hat

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. get off to aflying start e. drag your feet

b. in no time at all f. like a shot

c. in a flash g. at a snail's pace
d. at the drop of a hat h. for a split second

1. Kate, is there any chance you could pick up Jane from the airport this afternoon?
> No, I'm sorry. You can't expect me to stop what I'm doing . . ... = . ..
__________ I've got too much to do before the conference at the weekend.

2. Have you decided where you're going on holiday yet?
> No, | want to hurry up and book something but my husband's . . == === ==
_______ , as usual.

3. Your business seems to be doing very well. You only started a year ago, didn't you?
>Yes, we .. and we're still going strong.

4. 1 was looking forward to seeing the Tour de France, but in the end, it was very
disappointing. The riders were all pastus . . ..~ .. .

5. Hello, Dad, it's me. I'm at the station. Could you come and get me?

>Yes, of course. Wait there. I'll be withyou =~ .. . at all.
6. Hello, come in. How was your journey?

> Awful. The traffic was moving = . . . . . . . | for the last thirty miles.
7.You know . . ... . | thought you were your brother!

> Don't worry, you're not the only person who gets us mixed up.
8. Would you carry on working if you won the lottery? I'd give up work straightaway.
> So would I. I'd be out of thisplace . .= . ... = .

Note: Did you know that since the introduction of e-mail, the ordinary postal
service is known as snail mail?

- S5
4: Revision Y _
. . Ce -
Put the missing words into (’Zf/’“tl\//’
the idioms below: \i o\ \
%% o
1. atthe . . . . | of a hat 7 S e
2. likea . . . . . out of hell ‘q ﬁ
3. a shot AR T 0
4. fora . . . . second ”%”
5. Nosooner . . . than done. “Ethel had to get her skates on
e . ... .. no time or she’'d miss the post.”

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:

7. the brakes on o your time
8. . like wildfire i off to a flying start
Q9 . your skates on 12 your feet

Which are more dangerous - drivers who drive at a snail's pace or those who drive
like a bat out of hell?
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BIERE] Starting and Stopping

1: Literal Meanings

Floodgates stop water flooding an area of land. If you open thefloodgates, you
start something you cannot stop. Square One is the very beginning of a board
game. If you go back to square one, you start all over again. At the end of a
performance in the theatre, the curtains close. If it's curtains for you, that
means it is the end. People are buried in coffins. If something is the final nail in
the coffin, it means it is the very end.

2: Throw in the towel

Fill in the following nouns in the expressions below:

curtains bud coffin plug towel life light ice
a anewleaseof =~ . . e pullthe = | on something
b. giveusthegreen =~ =~ . f. breakthe ==
c. its .. for you g. nip something in the = = =
d. throwinthe . . . h.fina nal inthe = . .

Now use the correct form of these expressions in the situations below:

1.1 hear Rachel's finally handed in her resignation.
> Yes, she's been passed over for promotion so many times now that she decided
to. and try somewhere else.

2. I'm worried about this dinner party, Alan. Lots of people won't know each other.
> Don't worry. Jill's coming. She's agreat personto . .. ... ... .
and get everyone talking to everyone else.

3. When are we going to upgrade our computers? They're useless!
> Next month. Weve been waiting for head officeto ... ... ... ..

4. You look incredibly well, Barbara. Are you in love or something?
> No, I've given up smoking and I've been on a new diet for the past six months.
Itsgivenme .

5. Why are you looking so depressed, Bill?
> |'vejust heard that our American owners have . .. .. . . .
the project I've spent the last two years of my life on.

6. Listen, everybody! If we don't start making a profit and making it soon, . . = = =
_____________ for you, for me, and for the whole of this department.

7. There seems to be an awful lot more gossip in the general office than there used
to be.
>We certainly don't want that. Wed better . .~ . . . . straightaway.

8. Sacked? Why did they sack you?
> Well, I'd made a couple of mistakes with orders going to the wrong addresses,
butthe . . .. ... was when | lost a cheque for £9,000.

Note: An amusing idiom meaning that the end has not yet come is It's not over
till thefat lady sings.
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3. Back to square one

Use these idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

get cracking

start the ball rolling
back to sguare one
open  the floodgates
the end's in sight
it's still early days
on hold

call it a day

1. With the breakdown in the peace negotiations in the Middle East, it means we're
________________________ al over again!

2. There's enough work here for the next ten years! So, the sooner we get started
the better. Let's . . . ... ... . ... ... ...

3. I've spent three years trying to make my business work and nothing has gone
right for me. I've had enough. It's timeto =~ .. ... ... ... .

4. I'm finding my new job really difficult. There are so many things to remember.
But I'm sure I'll get used to it.

5. I've been working on my course assignment non-stop for two weeks now. I'm
pleased tosay = . ... ... .. ... ..

6. Good morning, everyone. Thanks for coming to this meeting to discuss ways of
mcreasrng our market share Now, | don't want to say anythrng We want to hear

SQ@rpoo T

7. 1'm sorry, Helen but if we make an exception for your holrday plans, it'll. == = =

8. With all the Iegal -p'ro'bl ems we're experiencing in Moscow, we're putting the plans
for expansion into Russia . . = . . = = . = for a time.

Note: If you have to stop something because there are faultsin it, you can say

you are going back to the drawing board. When you start something from the

beginning again, you can say that you are startingfrom scratch.

4: Revision T BN T P %
L P . . . é—" @ym Z, o // _
ook back at the idioms in this unit 4= 2y =
and add the missing verbs: ‘j{ﬁ/\ '} .
1 the ice : /Q[/ »NE
2. things on hold /‘iﬂ el
3. in the towel s T
4 us the green light }ﬂ
5. cracking
6 ... ... the floodgates —— e _{5 -
AN it a day -
8. ... .. itin the bud “Rachel had had enough. She called it a day,
9. ... the plug threw in the towel and decided to get a life!”
o the ball rolling

Are you the sort of person who will start the ball rolling in a meeting or
discussion?
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MSuccess and Failure

1: Expressions with ambition

Most young people have a burning ambition which they hope to achieve. They
might fulfil their ambition. It might be thwarted or frustrated. Not many people
achieve their life's ambition. Most of us have at least one unfulfilled ambition.

2. A burning ambition

Fill in the following expressions
in the dialogues below:

rising stars

burning ambition

up and coming

the sky's the limit

the world's your oyster

going up in the world

hungry for  success
highflier

1. I've awayshadone . ... ...
>And what's that?

To climb Mount Everest.

2. What's the pay like in your company?
>Wsdl, if you work hard and you're good at selling, .~ .

3. He used to sleep on the floor of a friend's flat and now he owns a chain of hotels.
>That'swhatl cal . ... ... .. .. .. ... ..

4. Barbara's only young but | think she's going to do well here.
>You're right. She's definitely one of the . . . . .. . . ... . . .

5. You play football, don't you? Has your team won anything this season?
> No but next year will be better. Weve got some .~ ... .. . . .
young playerswho are . =~ ..

6. Brian's going to be difficult to replace. | don't know whether we want someone
young with lots of fresh ideas or someone a bit older with lots of experience.
>Wsdl, for what it's worth, | don't think we want ayoung =~ . ... .~ . .
who leaves in ayear's time. We want someone who's still going to be around in 5
years' time.

7. What made you choose to do computing at university?
> Waell, once you've got your degree, you can get ajob almost anywhere you want -

“When Harold was a lad, the world was his oyster.”

S@ TP o0 T

Note: Today oysters are expensive and few people eat them, but a hundred years ago, they
were eaten by everyone. They were one of the commonest forms of seafood. The idiom -
the world's your oyster - is hundreds of years old. A character in a Shakespeare play says:
The world's mine oyster, which I, with sword, will open. In other words, he will conquer
the world. If you remember what an oyster is, it might help you remember the idiom.
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3: Move heaven and earth

Complete the expressions below using these verbs: i ?
leave stop move ?
gt pull @ st (2 NAL
a. .. ... .. heaven and earth Kﬁ‘,;
b ... your socks up = —,J KON
cC...... .. her heart on
d. . ... no stone unturned Z
e .. your sights on something
fooo out all the stops e i
g. ... at nothing “You’'d better pull your socks up.
h left behind son, or you'll end up struggling to

malke ends meet — like me.”

Now use the expressions in these sentences:

1. Look, our customer needs the parts in Jakarta by Wednesday this week. | don't
care what it costs. We can't afford to lose him. You have my permission to
________________________ to get these parts out there.

2. The police said that they were confident of finding the escaped prisoners and

would = . until every one of them was back under lock
and key.

3. If you don't update your computer skills now, you'lt. =~ .. ...

4. If you want to be successful, aim for thetop- . . . ... . .. | on a
gold medal.

5. Jack is ruthless. He stabbed Andrew in the back, and reported Jill for being late.
He's determined to become Area Manager. He'll. .~ . ... .. until
he gets thejob.

6. My sister doesn't want to go to university. She's . . . ... ... | becoming
a top actress.

7. Now look, son, ifyoudon't .~ ... . . . . . , you'll end up in a
dead-end job, riding a bike when all your friends are in Mercs.

Note: The one remaining idiom is . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... This idiom

means to make every possible effort to do something. An organ has 'stops which the
organist can pull out to have a certain effect. If he pulls out all the stops, the music will
be very loud.

4: Revision

Complete the expressions from this unit:

i and coming 9. ahigh === .

2. move . . . and earth 10. goingupinthe . . = =
3. pull your = up 11. pull out al the = = = =
4. arising _ _ _ _ _ 12. stopat ... .

5. the world's your. _ _ _ _ _ 13. get . behind

6. the sky's the _ _ _ _ _ 4 for success

7. leaveno . . .. .. unturned 5. a . . . . . ambition
8.setyour . . . . . on

Is there anything you would move heaven and earth to achieve?
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IR Suitability

1: Literal Meanings

Some of the idioms in this unit are very easy to understand with non-literal
meanings:

like a fish out of water fit like a glove a square peg in a round hole
Some are more difficult. If something is right up your street, or is your cup 0o
tea, it suits you. The sea is where fish live, the air is where birds fly - that is theii
element. If you are in your element, you are extremely happy where you are at
that moment.

2: Fit like a glove

Use these expressions in the correct form:

a. tailor something to your needs

lend itself to something 8
c. cut outfor doing something
d. fit like a glove

e. feel at home
f.
g

=

fit the b”_l “I must say I took to scuba
. do the trick diving like a duck to water.”

h. take to something like a duck to water

1. Now, how do these shoes fedl?
> Lovely. They . . . .. I'mjust not sure about the colour.
2. How's Angela getting on in her new job? Everything OK?
> Ohyes. Shelovesit. Shehasrealy .. ... .. ... ... . ... ... ... . . ..
3. | like the computer but | don't really need all the software that's on it. I'd prefer
some different software really.

>That's no problem. Wecan . = = == the software = = = = = . . | exact = .
4. I1syour son till living in Italy?
>Yes, he . . . . very much = . =~ = | there.
5. Why did you leave your job so soon? You were only there six months.
>|justwasn't .. ... selling. I'm not a natural salesman.
6. I've got terrible indigestion. | think we'd better go home.
>Try acouple of these tablets. They'll do . = . =~ . . . . . | I'You'll be feeling

as right as rain again in a couple of minutes.
7. We're looking for somebody to take over in Scotland.

> Wel, what about Angus? | thinkhed ..~ .. . .. . , wouldn't he?
8. How is the new system for claiming unemployment benefit different?
>Wdl, the old system =~ .. . ] to all kinds of abuse, whereas

it's very difficult to cheat the new system.

Note: The difference in meaning between Jit the bill and do the trick is very
small. You can use fit the bill with a thing or a person, but you cannot use do
the trick with a person.
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3: Afish out of water

Match each sentence on the right with one on the left:

1.1 hate wearing ajacket and tie. a. It'll stick out like a sore thumb.
2. Everyone else was wearing fancy b. She's in her element.

dress! | was the only one in a suit! c. I'm like a fish out of water at formal
3. I'm an undertaker. Not many people occasions.

would like my job. d. They'rejust not my cup of tea.
4. I'm worried about Clive. Hejust e. It'syou! Yes, it's definitely you.
doesn't fit in around here. f. Just what the doctor ordered!
5. We can't paint the front door red! g. It was right up my street.
6. Thanks for recommending Thailand. h. He's a square peg in around hole.
7. Sun, sea, sand, and no phones! i. | felt completely out of place.

8.1 can't stand night clubs! j- But it suits me down to the ground.

9. Does this suit me?
10. My sister runs a playgroup. She
loves children.

| 6(;’7‘/\\%

“It's at moments like this I feel likke a fish out of waler.”

4: Revision

Put the correct words into these idioms:
1.1 was like a fish . ... of water. 4. He's .... his element.
2.I'mnot cut out . ... this. 5. | felt completely . ... of place.
3. It sticks . ... like a sore thumb. 6. Itfits.... aglove

Find and correct the mistakes in these sentences:

7. He's on his element.

8. She's like a round peg in a square hole.
9. It's not my cup of coffee.

10. It's right up your road.

11. She took to it like a fish to water.

12.1t sticks out like a painful thumb.

13. 1t suits him down to the floor.

14.1 felt like a duck out of water.

What kind of music is not your cup of tea?
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|81 Surprises

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

feathers bump rug disguise
bargain sleeve blessing

1.A smal carpetiscalleda . = = =

2. If you negotiate the price of something, you = = = = for it.

3. Something good from God, which brings happiness, iscaleda = = . = = = .

4. A short, hard knock or impact, for example, when a plane lands on the ground, is
cilleda . . .. ..

5. If you wear special clothes or awig so that people will not recognise you, it is
cileda . . . .. .

6. Birds have . . . . ..

7. The part of a shirt, jacket or coat which covers your arms is called the . = ==

2: Knock me down with a feather

Use these idiomatic expressions in the correct form in the situations below:

a. believe it or not e. knock me down with afeather
b. pulled the rugfrom under myfeet f. harder than | had bargained for
c. have something up your deeve g. take me by surprise

d. knock someone for Six h. came back to earth with a bump

1. Did you know Tom and Jody are getting married?
>Yes you could have . . . when they told me.
| didn't even know they were going out together.

2. Congratulations on your promotion, Pat! Were you expecting it?
>Notatal. It =~ = = . me completely =~~~ .

3. How was your exam? Was everything OK?
>No, itwas much . . .. ..

4. Is your brother back from holiday yet? He went to Thailand, didn't he?
>Yes, he had agreat time. He =~ though.
When he got home, he found his flat had been broken into.

5. Peter, it's Mum's birthday on Sunday and we haven't planned anything for her.

>Don'tworry. I'vegot . .. Wait and see.

6. Rob's only 45. That's very young to have a heart attack, isn't it?
>Yes, he's back to normal now, butitrealy ... .. . at the
time.

7. So, what about your meeting with the boss? Did you get what you wanted?
> No, before | could ask him anything, he started to criticise my work, which

really
8. Does anybody know what the weather's going to be like this weekend?
> , it's actually going to be warm and sunny!



3: Out of the blue

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. out of the blue e. a turn-up for the books

b. has got another think coming f. couldn't believe my eyes

C. a blessing in disguise g. a real eye-opener

d. the shock of my life h. more to her than meets the eye

1. Is your sister still living in the States?
>Yes, but actually she's in England at the moment. She arrived last Monday,

completely .~ ... .. . It was a lovely surprise.
2. Jeff told me you lost your job last month. That was a nasty shock, wasn't it?
>Wsdl, actually itwas .~ . .. .. I've found something much better.
3. Did you see Japan beat Spain at football last night?
> Japan beat Spain? Wow! That's. . . rea .. .. . . . .. . .
4. That was a brilliant speech Anne gave after dinner, wasn't it?
> | didn't know she had it in her. Itwas . . . rea .. ... ... .. .. ..

5. Didn't she phone to say she was coming?
> No, there was a knock at the door on Monday morning and there she was with
her suitcase. I got . . . . ...

6. Mac says he's taking next Monday off. He wants to go skiing in Scotland.
> Well, he hasn't asked me about it. If he thinks he can take a day off without
checking first, he'sgot =~ ... ... .

7.1 didn't know Sarah sings in a professional choir. And she plays the violin,
apparently.
>Ohvyes. There's . . . ..

8. What did you think of the dress Sandra was wearing last night?
> Like everyoneelse, . ... ... I Everyone thought she
was so quiet and conservative.

4: Revision

Replace the words in italics with an idiom from this unit. The words given will
help you.

1.1 was very surprised when they told me. (You, feather)
2. Don't worry. I've got a secret plan. (deeve)
3. Nobody thought that would happen. (That's, books)
4. She's got more ability than we realised. (There's, eye)
5. It looked like a bad thing to happen but actually it's been good. (blessing)
6. He arrived unexpectedly. (blue)

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final word:

7.1 couldn't believe my = =

8.1 got the shock of my =~

9. It pulled the rug from under my . . = .
10. The news hit me for. . = . . .

Has anything happened to you recently which turned out to be a blessing in
disguise?



Uni 52 e

1: In the nick of time

Which group of expressions completes the sentences below?

1. The police arrived a. for hours on end.
non-stop.
into the small hours.

2. Dinner will be ready at six b. on the dot.
or thereabouts,
sharp.

3. We go to the cinema C. inno time.
in atick,
shortly.

4. They argued d. inthe nick of time.
just in time.
not a minute too soon.

5. I'll be with you e. from time to time.
now and again,
every so often.

“Another Chernobyl only a

matter of time.”

| Newspaper headline

2: Long time no see!

Complete the following with a phrase from the right hand column:

1.Long time a. a matter of time.

2. Tomorrow is b. on the spur of the moment.
3. It's only c. like the present.

4. We decided d. another day.

5. There's no time e. for this time of year.

6. It's very cold f. no see.

Which of the above expressions completes these situations?

9. Here's the number of ray dentist. Ring him and make an appointment. Go on,

10. What aday! =~ ... It's usually much milder.
11. We're off to Bali tomorrow. . . . .. .. ...
12. Just forget everything that's happened today = .. ... ... . .. .. .
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3: At the crack of dawn

Match the following nine expressions with the meanings below. There are two
expressions for numbers 6 and 7.

a. at the last minute

in due course

once in a blue moon

at the crack of dawn

. for donkeys years

at the eleventh hour

in this day and age

sooner or later

i. not in a month of Sundays

SQtopan T

P s

. very early in the morning. . . = = = . ........
not for avery long time. . . . . . . ..., ....
very rarely. : : P
never . o

in modern times. .

eventually . .

almost too late. .

“I love getting up at the
crack of dawn.”

NOORWN R

Now use the expressions in the following situations:

8. We arrived on the platform at thevery. .~ . . . . . , just as they
were closing the doors.
9.1 can't believe there are so many homeless people . . .. .. ... .
The government should do something about it.
10. When I'm on holiday and the weather's good, | lovetogetup . .~ .. . .

11.1 haven't seen my Uncle Roger. = . . . . . . . . | He lives in Spain now.

12.1 have always found that if you really want something and put your mind to it,
yougetit

13.1 wouldn't be seen dead inazoo- . . ... ... ... ... I'l hate the

very idea of the places.
14.1'm never early, and I'm never late, but | do admit to doing things . . . = == = = .

15. This company has a policy of always replying to complaints. Every single
complaint is dealt with carefully and areply issent == ...~ .
16. Although Jill lives on the other side of the road, we only ever see her . . = = =

4: Revision

Complete the following idioms by adding the correct preposition:
i the dot 4 this day and age
2 the nick of time 5 donkeys' years
3. the crack of dawn 6. . .. time . . . .. time

Ifyou are invited for dinner at 7 o'clock, would you arrive a little before 7, alittle
after 7, or on the dot?
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Sl ey Work 1

1: Literal Meanings

Use these words to complete the following:

rush candles loose fit thumbs burn
1. Weve got eight fingers and two . = = . = .
2.1 need a new pair of trousers. Thesearetoo . = = . = round the waist.
3. Don't touch that! It'svery hot. You'll. == . = yourself.
4. My car's only small but you canjust . = = . = five people in it.
5. Sorry, | haven't got time to talk. I'mina . = == =
6. In Britain, it's traditional to put . == = = on birthday cakes - one for each year.

2. Up to my eyes

Put the following nouns in the idiomatic expressions below:

plate  end finger candle hands thumbs feet eyes
a lift a : : : : : e aaloose . . .. .
b. haveyour == = = full f. twiddleyour = == = .
c. burnthe = = = at both ends g. uptomy ...
d. on my _ _ _ _ _ h. enoughonmy == =

Now use the expressions in these situations:

1.You're late. Did you miss the train?
>Yes, | didn't leave the office till six. I'm . . . ... ... . . . . in work at the
moment.
2. How was your first day at work?
> Redlly boring. | had nothing to do. | just sat at my desk . .=~ . ... . |
3. Bill wants to know if you can spend some time training the new secretary.
> I'm afraid | haven't got a minute - | can't. I've already got =~ . . . . . = . .
4. You look tired. Are you OK?
>Yes, | just need to get to bed earlier. I'vebeen . ... . .
recently - late nights and early starts.
5. Come in. Sit down, make yourself at home.
>Thanks. | need arest. I'vebeen =~ .= = . . al day.
6. So, I'm going to spend the whole weekend painting the outside of the house.
> Do you want some help? My boyfriend's away soI'm . . .. . . . this
weekend.
7. Do you and Paul share the cooking and cleaning?
>You must bejoking. He never .~ . .~ ... !
8. My sister's three children are coming to stay with me this weekend.
>Youll Rather you than me!

Note: If you have too much to do, you can be either up to your eyes or up to
your ears. If you want to describe ajob as low-status and badly-paid, you can
say: If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys. This expression is completely fixed.
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3. One thing after another!

Complete these dialogues using the following idiomatic expressions:

a. It's been dead all day.

b. I'm tied up till after lunch.

I've been on the go all day.

.| canfit you in on Thursday.
It's been one thing after another.
f. We've been rushed off our feet!

1. Everything's gone wrong today, hasn't it?
>SYES . .
2. Shall we go for a drink after work?
> No thanks. I'mtired . . .. .. .. ..
3. So, is Wednesday a good day for you?
>No, but ...
4. Have you had many customers today?
SNO, . .
5. You've had a lot of customers in this morning, haven't you?
SYES, . .,
6. Can | talk to you about a problem that'sjust come up?
>SS0y, .

® oo

4: Been

Five of the idioms in this unit are commonly used with been. Try to complete
them with the key word, then look back to check.

1l'vebeen = (candle)
2. I'vebeen . . (feet)
3. It'sbeen (thing)
4. I'vebeen . (rushed)
5.1t'sbeen . = (dead)
5: Revision
Put the missing words in the idioms below:

1.I'm .... to my earsin work.

2.It's been one thing .... another.

3.I've been .... my feet al day.

4. Areyou .... aloose end this evening?

5.I'm tied up ... . after lunch.

6.1've been .. .. the go al day.

7.Weve been rushed .... our feet.

8. I've already got enough .... my plate.

9. I've been burning the candle . ... both ends.

10.1 can fit you .... on Monday.

Have you got a lot on your plate at the moment?
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Unitu8l4 Work 2

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

pipeline dead-end ropes ladder steady rock
If somethingis . = = , it doesn't move.
Qil, gas and water cometous alonga . = = =
Ifyou are in asmall boat and you makeit = = = = . , it might capsize.

A road which goes nowhereisa . . = = .
On a sailing boat, the sails are controlled by means of. = . = =
If something is too high and out of your reach, usea ===

2: A dead-end job

Use the following expressions in the sentences below:

PUAWN

a. a steadyjob C. a dead-endjob e. a new branch
b. in the pipeline d. the top of the tree f. a short-list

1. Imaginejust putting letters in envelopes al day. Whata . = = . = . . = !
2. It's going to be a busy year for us. We've got two major projects to finish and an
even biggerone . . . . ...

3. Marks and Spencers are opening . . . . . . ... in town next summer.
4. 1 just had arealy goodjob interview. 'mon . . . . . . | of five.

5. Where is there to go once you've reached . ==~ ... . . ?

6. A lot of people are happy with . . .. even if it isn't very

interesting. The main thing is the security it offers.

3: Climb the career ladder

Complete these idiomatic expressions with the following verbs:

show make rock stand

hold go breathe land

take on climb find stand in
a. . ... a name for yourself g. . .. ajob down
b ... the career ladder h o down someone's neck
c.. ... staff [ your feet
d == the boat | over someone's head
e . ... someone the ropes k.o ajob
f. can't . . = the pace T for somebody

Now use eight of the expressions in the correct form in the following situations:

1. Do you think it's worth me doing a part-time MBA? It's a lot of work.
> |t depends how muchyouwantto . ... ... . . . .. . .
2. My new job's OK but there are lots of things I'm still not used to.
>That's normal. It always takes a few months beforeyou really =~~~ .~ = .. .
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3. | suppose your busiest time is around Christmas, isn't it?

>Yes weaways .. . extra . . . .. . just for that period.
4. Are you working late again tonight?
> I'm afraid so. Peter's . .~ ... for last month's sales figures.

They've got to be ready for tomorrow morning's meeting.

5. I'm going to have aword with Jack and try to change my holidays.
> Jack's on a course this week and Marieis . ... . . .. . so you'd
better wait till he gets back. You know what she's like!

6. You know Frank's not going to put your idea on the agenda for tomorrow's
meeting, don't you?
>|sn't he? In that case I'll haveto . . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. and talk to his
head of department.

7. | bumped into Paul last week. He'sjust started a new job selling insurance.

> | wonder how long that'll last. Hecan't . . .. = . .. | for longer than
six months.

8. Where's Andrew working nowadays?
> Haven't you heard? He'sjust . =~ = = . agreat = = = with that new American

bank in the City.

Note: If you are going to delay, but not cancel, a project, you can say: Let's put
that on the back burner for a while. If you want to talk about working under
pressure, you can say: Ifyou can't stand the heat, get out of the kitchen.

“We’ve got something big in the pipeline.”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. climb the career. : _ _ _ 6. make aname for. . . . . .

2. findyour = . = in anewjob 7. breathing down my = =
3. landed a great _ _ _ _ 8. take on extra . . .

4. can't stand the _ _ _ _ 9. gooverhis . ==

5. aproject in the _ _ _ _ 10. hold ajob . == .

Have you ever had a dead-end job?
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Unit 85

Review Unit

I

47. Advice

1. You'lll have to keep your wits . ... you.
2. Don't lose any . ... over it.

3. Make the .... ofit.

4. Don't let it ... . you down.

5. Just take one . ... at atime.

6. Don't count your . ... before they hatch.
48. Agreeing and Disagreeing

1. That's easier .. .. than done.

2. You can say .... again.

3. Youre .... mel

4. You took the . ... right out of my mouth.
5. Over my . ... body!

6. It's . . . of the question.

49. Annoyance and Frustration

1. It's like talkingto a ... . wall.
2. It really gets up my

3. Toadd .... toinjury.

4. It's driving me round the

5. | could've . ... mysdf.

6. I'm.... spare.
50. Being Positive

.It's not the .. .. of the world.

. There's . ... at the end of the tunnel.
. You win some, you . ... some.

. Third time .

. Look on the bright

. Things can . ... get better.

OUNWN R

51. Certainty and Doubt

1. Your guessisas .... as mine.

2. What he'll do next is anyone's

3. Our holiday plans are up in the

4. Buy ten - just to be onthe .... side.
5. I think awedding is ... . the cards.
6. I'll give him the benefit of the

52. Change

. I've turned over a new.

. She's changed beyond all

. There's been a change of.

. There's trouble . ... the horizon.
. My holiday plans are . ... shape.
. I'm going to make a . . . . break.

OURWNR
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53. Communicating

1. Were on the . ... wavelength.
2. Stop beating about the = = =
3. Il .... you posted.

4.
5
6

Thisisjust .... you and me.

. He can talk the . ... legs off a donkey.
. I gotit... . from the horse's mouth.

54. Dishonesty

1.
3. I don't trust himan . . . .
4.,
5
6

N

. Don't let them ..

| told him alittle .. .. lie.
You can't pull the .... over my eyes.

She's lying through her = =

. He's leading you up the .... path.

.. advantage of you.

55. Easy and Difficult

1.
2.

3.
4.
5 It'sdl ....
6. It'll sort out the .... fromthe . . . .

It's an uphill =~ . .

It's not exactly a .. ..
| tookitinmy .
You've got your work cut . = .
sailing from now on.

of roses.

56. The Family

1.

S wN

She's the . ... sheep of the family.
Like father, like . . . .

Welve finally decided to ... . the knot.
Blood is thicker than . . . .

We used to fight like .. .. and dog.

You're the spitting .. .. of your mother.

57. Good and Bad Quality

1. My car'sonitslast = = = .

2. LasVegasisnot .... it's cracked up to be.
3. Thefood is . ... to write home about.
4. He'sworth his .... in gold.

5. Sony hi-fi systems take alot of = =
6. Your suit's seen . ... days, hasn't it?
58. Health

1. I've been given aclean ... of health.
2. I'm a bit stressed . . ..

3. I've got a splitting =~ . .

4. I'm feeling a bit .. .. colour.

5. I'mreadlly .... of shape.

6. My grandmother'sas fitasa . = . .



59. Holidays

1.We had the .... of our lives.
2.1 need to get ... . from it all.
3. A change is as good as a

4. Wehad a.... ofatime.
5. 1'm light.
6.1 need to .... my batteries.

60. Knowledge and Ability

1.1 know it like the ... . of my hand.

2.1 don't know the ... . thing about e-mail.
3. Youll soon . ... the hang of it.

4. Bob knows a . ... or two about cars.

5. Sorry, | haven't .... aclue.

6. That's news . . . me.

61. Memory

1. I've got amemory like a

2. My mind just went

3. I've got agood . ... for faces.

4. I've been racking my . ... al morning.
5. Sorry. It completely slipped my.

6. It's on the . ... of my tongue.

62. Mistakes

1.1 realy put my .... init, didn't I?

2. You're barking up the . ... tree.

3.1 got my .... burned.

4.1 think you got the . ... end of the stick.
5. | bit off more than | could

6. You sent me on a ... . goose chase.

63. Misunderstanding

1.1 can't make head nor .. .. of this letter.
2. Wegot our . ... crossed somewhere.

3. The explanation went right . ... my head.
4. Youve completely missed the .
5. I was completely out of my. . .

6. Werejust not on the . ... wavelength.

64. Money 1
1.1 bet that cost an arm and a

2. How much did your new car setyou . . . . |

3.1 don'twant to ... . into my savings.

4. I'm going to splash out . ... a new suit.
5. Please don't go on another spending

6. Well have to tighten our . ... for awhile.

65. Money 2
1. I'm living from hand to

2. They're living in the . ... of luxury.
3. Sam'srolling .... it.

4. Sue'sgot . ... to burn.

5.I'm abit hard . ... at the moment.

6. | earn enough to get

6

L
2-

3
4

5
6

6
1

2. She's the lifeand . ...
.Hesa....

_Hemnblow his

6. Moods

™ gei"g g'v® him a .... of my mind.
M absolutely thrilled to. . . .
. . when he sees this.

- S"® hasn't got a care in the. . . . .
. I'm delighted. I'm over the = = =

. Wewereinvery ....

spirits last night.
7. People

- | can't stand backseat . . . .
of the party.
in the neck.

. She's the salt of the . . . .
. Rachel's an ... . quantity.

68. Power and Influence

3
4. He'saclever. . . . .
5
6

N o

3

4.
5. Il put inagood . ... for you.
6

. He'sgot .... in high places.
. 1 could pull afew .... for you.
. She .... the trousers.

He carriesalot of. . . . .

. Canyou hold the . ... till | get back?
69. Problems 1

1

. We got off onthe ... . foot.

2. We're in atight .... financially.

3

. Mike's gone completely . ... the rails.

4. Were dl in the .. .. boat.
5. I'm afraid you caught me on the = = =

6. She left the company .. .. a cloud.

70. Problems 2

1. Well cross that . ... when we come to it.
2. | decided toturna. . . . eye.

3. You can'tjust paper over the = . .

4. 1 want to get to the . ...

of this problem.

5. I'll giveyou the benefit of the .
6. You can'tjust sweep it under the = = = .

71. Reading

1. | read it from cover .... cover.

2. There's a clever twist at the =~ .
3. Make sureyou read the .... print.
4. He's turned over anew. . = .

5. It takes awhile to ... . going.

6. Don'tjudge a . ... by its cover.
72. Relationships 1

U WN R

. We got on likea .... on fire

. We got off on thewrong = = = .

We don't always see eyeto = . .
We need to clear the . . . .
He'snot in my .... books at the moment.

. Sheneeds a.... tocry on.
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73. Relationships 2

1.He's head over . ... in love.

2. I'm afraid their marriage is on the
3. They've gone their separate

4. Weve finally decided to tie the
5.1 .... hisguts.

6.1 think he'sgot it ... .

74. Safetg and Risks

for me.

1. Get two extra; just to be the .... side.
2. You're skating on'thin

3. Stop sitting.on the

4. Three oco]k is cung |t abrt

5. 60 on. 'Y ouveggot nothihg to

6. Hisjltb is as . ... as houses.

75. Similarities and Differences

LYRYElfttaleds -
3. I'ts six of one and halt a . . or ’the (’J’ther

4. Theresa.
5. Wete al in'the same
6. He's gping to fotlow in hi's father &

76. Sleep and Dreams

1.1 didnt sleepa. . ht.

97| cras ec‘ p. . on fhe sofzﬂ)géfore dinner.
3. %was so tired T went out like a
4. | wo Idm‘ ing to you.
5. Ry interview Wen? Pkleg Y .
6. Dont worry. Dont lose any .. ..
17. Speed

1. No sooner ....
2.4Ve11 have to .

%'\ﬁcﬁ e’lat Youd better get your .... on.
N e re dy in no . .

5. The news spread . ... wildfire.
6. There's no hurry. Take your.

S%ar(}mr% agr}1d Qéjpm it aday.
Tt’s back to square = = . Im afraid.
3 Theendisin,, .,
4. Come on. Tt's time tb get
5. Tve decited to throw m the
6. The wedding plans are . . ..

over it!

than done.

Hold.
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.ol oﬁfference between them.

.’the’brakes on spendingy.

79. Success and Failure

L Hell move heaven and .... to get it.

2. You've got to set your .... on something.
3 shellstopal .... to get what she wants.
4 she-sset N€r .... on becoming a dancer.
5 The sky's the -----

6 He s for succesS.

80. SU|tab|I|ty

1.1 fed like a square peg m around. . . . .
2. Tts not really my cup of. . . . .

3. 1fdtlikea. . . . out dl water.

4. Social'work suits her down to the . . . .
5: Thi's novel will be rlght up your. . . .
6. 1mjust not cut .... for unlver3|ty

81. Surprises

2. Fhere’s more to him %han meets the =
3. :Fhe news knocked me’lor = = .

4. Ve got something up my. . . . .

5. She arrived completely out ol'the = = =
6.7t took me completely by, . . . .

on —_

82. Time

1.Trt will happen.™ts orily a matter 8 =~
2. T decided on the .... of'the moment.

3. Bont'leave everything to the tast. . . .
4. He tatks about football for-hourson . . . .
5. Fheresno . . . . Ttke the present.
6. Youllfind out sooner or. . = . .
83. Work 1

1.fm .... to my ey
2. Weve been . ...
3.1 can'fityou .... on+Friday &fternoon.

4. Mark never .... afinger to help.

5. tve got a’lot on my .... at the moment.
8. Tve been onthe . ... al day.

g4 Work 2

1. Theres amaior new product inthe . . . .
3, I-lrgwent ! my head"

3. It takes a while to really find r?]/our .....
4. T need sofneone to show me o

5. We need totake . ... extra stdl.
6."You're dways roCk‘i ng the ..... arent you?

in work.
“our feet today




SECTION 4

Key Words

This section organises English idioms by key words. Some of
these words are among the most common in English - thing,
way, and, of, etc. It is interesting that the key words used here
are words which, in themselves, have very little meaning. Some
of them are important grammatical words - of, and, to. They are
all very common in different kinds of idiomatic expression. Here
are some examples:

all:
and:
end:
half:
like:
line:
no:

of:
point:
side:

nothing:

thing:
way:

| suspected him all along.

It's touch and go.

There's been no end of trouble.

That's half the battle.

| slept like a log.

You've got to draw the line somewhere.
We got there in no time.

That was a stroke of luck.

Let's get straight to the point.

WEIl leave early just to be on the safe side.
It was nothing to write home about.
It's a thing of the past.

We went out of our way to help.
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Uni 86 [

1: Literal Meanings

All means everything, total, complete. This meaning is clear in expressions such
as It's all over (It's completely finished); I'm all for going to the theatre (I'm

totally in favour of going); I'm all against it (I'm totally against it).

In other expressions, it is difficult to see the meaning, so it is best not to break

the expression down, but to try to remember the whole expression.

2: By all means R
Put the expressions with all in : @5
the dialogues below: : ' )"
a. all yours ] j‘]/; ' -
b. all for )(/:‘1
c. all year round L @
\\l/// pA "
d. not at all \{ LT 3 (\@
e. by all means = /), .
f. by all accounts é*\ : “r‘@@‘qﬂ\
g. 25 all told 8 - ~QN~
: B 4
h. all in all o 1 {0
v - //
1.Can | leave my car in this space 2)5- o, B oy e
. 17 M
for 10 minutes? —_ I — g
> BUt yOU'” Yy all accounts, Jim's question anc

. answer session was pretty stormy!”
have to move it when the manager comes i J

back from lunch - it's her space.
2. Is the castle open to the public 52 weeks ayear?

>Yes, it'sopen . ... , except Christmas Day.
3. How many people came to yesterday's meeting?
>Therewere . . . . , including our own people.

4. 1 hope the weather didn't ruin your holiday.

> Wadl, it was very disappointing, but everything elsswasgreat . .. ... .. . . . .

we had areally good time.
5.1 couldn't have fixed the car on my own. Thanks for your help.

> Just call me whenever you need help.
6. Have you tried that new Mexican restaurant in Kemp Street?
>No, | haven'tbut . . ... . .. .. ... . .. , 1t's excellent.

7. People should be allowed to smoke wherever they want. This is a free country,
after all.

>wdl, I'm freedom but you do have to respect other people's health,

don't you?
8. Have you finished with the newspaper?
>Yes, just takeit. It's .. ...

Note: 25 all told means 25 in total.
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3. All being well

Fill in the following expressions containing all in the sentences below:

a. all along e. ifit's all the same to you

b. all of a sudden f. when all's said and done

c. al go g. all being well

d. all over h. for all I know
1.1 should arrive about six, . . .. .. . . It partly depends on the traffic.
2. Come on, hurry up or the parry'll be =~~~ . by the time we get there.
3. Nobody admitted to damaging my car, but | suspected . = . == = = = that it

was my eldest son's wife, Sheila.
4. Sorry | haven't been able to ring you earlier,
but my phone hasn't stopped ringing
since | got in this morning. It's been
|
5. 1 haven't spoken to my brother for years.
I've got no idea what he's doing
these days. He could be in Australia or
Timbuctoo . . .. .. ... .. .
6. Thanks for offering, but = .. ... .,
I'll walk. | need some fresh air. (
7. 1 was watching TV, having a coffee and ‘
________________________ everything
went black - the TV, the lights. There was a power cut.
8.1 can't say | like myjob - there are things | don't like about it, but it pays the bills.
, it's better than having no job at all!

“In this office, it’s all go!”

4: Revision
Match the all expressions with their meanings:

1. al being well a. very busy

2. dl told b. in favour of

3. dl go C. people say/apparently
4. al over d. in total

5. by all accounts e. suddenly

6. when all's said and done f. completely finished

7. al for g. the general conclusion
8. all of a sudden h. if nothing goes wrong
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:
9. al year _ _ _ _ _ 14. whendl's . = and done
10. not . . . . all 5. al ... well

11. al of a : _ : : 16. forall . . . ..

12. ifit'sal the = = = to you 17. I knew al =~ =
i3 ... all means 18 ... all accounts

How many years have you spent in full-time education all told?
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Slslidyd And 1

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

bred tear leap bound sick
wears pick foremost forth

1. If atype of fabric == .= well, it lasts a long time.

2. A word with a similar meaning to 'choose' is = == =

3. Two words which have a similar meaning to 'jump' are . . = = and = .

4. The . = means the most important.

5. An old word which means forward or away is = = = . . The Bible says, "Go = =

and multiply."

6. Some people breed animals. The past tense of breedis . . = == .

7. Be careful notto . . = your skirt. There's a nail sticking out on that chair.

8 . can mean ill, but it can also mean tired. Ifyou are . = = of doing

something, you don't want to do it any more.

2: Born and bred

Put these expressions with and into the sentences below:

a. give and take f. wear and tear
b. time and again g. peace and quiet
c. born and bred h. on and off

d. sick and tired i. wait and see

e. by and large j. touch and go

2. We don't always come here on holiday, but | suppose we've been coming = . = . .
_______________ now for about 15 years.

3. All successful relationships are a matter of =~~~ .

4. The main reason | play golf is to have some time on my own. In fact, it's the only
timel getany = ... ...

5.1 need an operation on my knee. It's because of the . =~ .~ | of
playing football over the past 25 years.

6. The exam didn't go too badly. | think I've passed but it's difficult to say. I'll just
haveto . . ... ... ... . ... . .

7. My uncle's still in hospital. It's .~ ... whether he'll be able to
come home for Christmas.

8.1 agree withyou . . . . . . . . , but there are a few points I'm not
sure I'd go along with you on.

9. Will you please stop telling me what to do! I'm . . .. .. . of being

treated like a child.
10. My neighbour keeps leaving his car in front of my garage. It's driving me
mad. I've asked him =~ . . . | not to do it but he still does.

Note: The order in these expressions is fixed. You cannot say I'm tired and sick
of waiting or | need a bit of quiet and peace.
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3: Out and about

Now do the same with these:

a. bright and early f. ups and downs

b. pick and choose g. odds and ends

c. up and about h. first and foremost
d. by leaps and bounds i. round and round
e. out and about j- ins and outs

1. There's no point phoning me at work tomorrow. I'm goingtobe == = . . . . .
al day. Try me at home in the evening.

2. Wéll have to leave at 6. See you in the morning . .~ . . . . . , then.

3. Don't worry, Tim. There's no such thing as the perfect marriage. Every couple
have their . ... . . It's the same for everyone.

4. This meeting is getting us nowhere. Wejust keep going = . . ... . .. . = .
in circles.

5.Tony's in bed with flu but | think he's over the worst. Hellbe . . .. . .
in no time. Try phoning again tomorrow.

6. Sorry, but I'll have to go into the office on Saturday. There are afew . . . . . . = .
_________ | have to clear up before we go on holiday.

7. 1f you have no qualifications and very little work experience, you're not really in a
positionto . . . . ... .. the kind of job you'd like to do.

8. My sister's Spanish has improved . . . . ... ... ... . since she started
going out with Miguel.

9. I'm thinking of setting up my own business, but | need to speak to someone who
knowsthe = . . .. of how to get started.

10. If you're going to start abusiness, = . .. . .. .. . . , you need to be
sure you've got sound financial advice.

Note: A common idiom is: You can't have your cake and eat it. This means that
of two cour ses of action, you can only do one.

“You can have your cake and
eat it with our new Instant

4: Revision Gold Savings Account.”
Look back at the expressions in this Lloyds Bank advertisement
unit and add the missing words:

1. peace and _ _ _ _ _ _ 11, upand = .

2. give and _ _ _ _ _ _ 12. waitand . = .

3. ups and _ _ _ _ _ _ 13. wear and . . .

4. touch and : : : : : : 14. first and . . . .. .

5. born and : : : : : : 15. sick and . . .. .

6. bright and _ _ _ _ _ _ 16. round and = . == . .

7. time and _ _ _ _ _ _ 17. byand . = . =

8. on and : _ : _ : _ 18. outand . . ... .

9. pick and _ _ _ _ _ _ 19. leapsand = . = = . .

10. odds and : : 20. insand . . .. ..

Do you prefer to study in the evenings or do you like to get up bright and early?
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Unit 85 Zallile

1: Test yourself first

Without looking at the other exercises, try to complete the following expressions.
If there are any you do not know, use the exercise as revision when you have
finished the unit.

l.cutand .~ . . . . . . 11 shortand = .. .. . . .
2.liveand . . . . . . . 12, likechakand .. . == ..
3.diveand . . . . . . . 13, hamand .. . .. ..

4 pblackand =~ .~ . . 14 inthisdayand .. === =
5.triedand = .. 15. bytrialand = . ==
6.fewand === between 16. think longand = = .= == .
7.forgiveand =~~~ . 17. homeand . == == .
8.prosand .~ . . 18 searchhighand = . = .
9nowand .~ .~ . 19 lethighand . ===
10. sfeand =~~~ . . 20. watchyour Psand . == = .

2: Live and let live

Put the expressions with and into the sentences below:

alive and kicking @ﬁfggw
now and again 5\ N

pros and cons ,
forgive and forget ’
cut and dried

short and swest %%

live and let live A R I Y () _q/“{__,_ﬁﬂwnl
black and white

chalk and cheese “They’re very few and far between this ye,ar!

few andfar  between

1. My philosophy has alwaysbeen . == . . . . . If more people in the
world believed that, there would be no more wars.

2. If | have an argument or fight with someone, | alwaystryto . ... = . = .
It's the only way to keep your friends!

3. If you're going to make a speech, my advice to you is keepit . . . . .

4. 1t's so difficult to discuss things with people who always see thingsin == . = = .
__________ Life is seldom that simple.

5.1 like being self-employed, but obviously thereare .. =~ . ... .

6. I'm completely different from my sister. We're like =~~~ .. ...

7.1I'm not really a smoker but | have acigarette = . .. . if I'm out
with friends.

8. The solution to this problem isn't going to be easy. | wish therewasa . = = = . =
________ answer, but there isn't!

9. Last year we picked pounds of mushrooms, but this year they'revery = . == .

Tooemropanow

10. Although it's years since Michael Caine made The Ipcress File, he's still. .
________________ and making successful films.



3: Safe and sound

Now put these expressions with and into the sentences below:

a. high and low e. trial and error
b. safe and sound f. day and age
c. long and hard g. tried and tested
d. home and dry h. high and dry
1. Fiona'sjust phoned. She's arrived back home . . . . ... . .. .. ...
2.1 can't find my car keys. I've searched = . == . = . . for them, but | can't

find them anywhere.
3. When | get a cold | go to bed with whisky and honey. The next day I'm fine.
Itsa . .. ... ... remedy.

4. Look, Mark, I've thought =~~~ . | about our relationship and it's
just not going to work if you continue working till 10 o'clock every night!
5. When | missed the plane back home, | wasleft =~~~ . . | in Calcutta

without a penny to my name!
6. I've nearly finished my degree. | just need to finish my final essay, hand it in, and

then Il be . ... ... ... . . .. . ..
7. In this country it's not unusual in this . .. . = for couples to live

together without getting married.
8. | haven't got the patience to read computer manuals. | learned how to use mine

by

4: Ham and eggs

Food and drink is an area of language with a number of important expressions
linked by and. Match up the following:

1. ham and a tonic

2. bread and b. biscuits
3. cheese and C. eggs

4. steak and d. butter
5. salt and _ e. soda

6. whisky and f. pepper
7. gin and g. chips
5: Meanings

Remember, the order of these expressionsisimportant: it would seem odd to hear
someone offer you butter and bread. In Latin pro means for and con means
against. The pros and cons are, therefore, the arguments for and against
something. You often begin a speech by saying Ladies and Gentlemen, not
Gentlemen and Ladies. If you find yourself in a rather formal situation, and you
want to behave correctly, you need to mind your P's and Q's.

Do you tend to see things in black and white terms and prefer cut and dried
answers to questions?
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LEEE] Back

1: Meanings

Your back is often associated with hard work. If you put your back into
something, you work very hard at it. If you pat someone on the back, you are
congratulating them. If someone is on your back all the time, they may be
checking up on you. You want them to get off your back and leave you alone.

If you have your back to the wall, literally, you are about to be killed by a firing
squad. Metaphorically, it means you are in a desperate situation.

2. Get off my back

Use the following idiomatic expressions with back in the situations below:

a. deserve a pat on the back

b. turn your back on something

c. you scratch my back and I'll scratch yours
d. put your back into it

e. break the back of a task

f. see the back of someone

g. get someone's back up

h. get off my back

i. talk behind my back

1. Listen Ben, when are you going to get out of the house and start looking for ajob?
> I'm trying my best. Nowwouldyou . . . . .. . . and give me a
break!

2.1 rang the police when | saw something strange going on across the road and they
caught a couple of burglars red-handed!
>You certainly . .. ... !

3. If you want to criticise me, tell me to my face. If there's one thing | hate it's people
who . ... ...

4. Could you help me with my essay, Peter? | really need some ideas.
> Certainly. As long as you check my maths paper for me. You . . . ... .. . .

5.1 admit | was pretty wild in my teens, butt. . ... .. . on al that
- clubs, drinking, late nights, and things like that when Daniel was born.
6. I'll never be able to clear the garden by Friday. It's impossible.

>Youwill ifyou . ... ... You don't know what hard work is.
7. Did | hear that the headmaster at your school is leaving?
> Yes, next week, and wewon't be sorryto ... ... him! He

has not been very popular.
8. How long do you think it'll take to input al these addresses?

> Oh, we should be ableto . .. ... . . of it in a couple of days.
9. People who talk behind my back redly. =~ . . ... !
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3: At the back of my mind

The following expressions use different meanings of the word back:

a. backs to the wall

b. get your own back

c. at the back of my mind

d. like the back of my hand

e. like water off a duck's back
f. in the back of beyond

g.fell off the back of a lorry
h. take a back seat

1. Although I'm happily married, I've been divorced twice, so . .. . ... = . . .
there's always the thought that things could go wrong again.

2. If I want to pass my exams, | think my boyfriend will haveto .. ==~~~ . . . |
for a few weeks.

3. Look, Chanel perfume - only £3. It probably .~ ... .. . . . . , but
it smellsjust like the real thing.

4.1 get criticised a lot at work but it's part of thejob. I'm used to it now. It's .= =

5. A lot of export companies have their ... . at the moment.
Interest rates must come down even further if things are to get any better.

6. My parents moved away from the city when they retired. Now they live = === =
______________ , about two hours drive away.

7. I've been to Dublin lots of times. | know the place . ... ... . .

8. | beat Mike at tennis last week, so now he wants to play me at squash to try to

Note: If you want to say that someone knows very little about something, you can
say: What James knows aboutfinance could be written on the back of a postage
stamp.

4: Revision

Use the definitions and the words in brackets to write the idioms from this unit
in the space provided:

1. it doesn't affect me (duck) like .. ..
2. stolen (lorry) fdl .
3. you help me, I'll help you (scratch) you . ..
4. praise or credit (pat) deserve .. . . .
5. know it very well (hand) like . .
6. be less important (seat) take . ..
7. get revenge (own) get . ..
8. work hard (put) put ..
9. miles from anywhere (beyond) in oo
10. in avery difficult situation (wall) got ...

Was there anything at the back of your mind while you were doing this exer cise?
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Unit 90 geih

1: Meanings

Many of the idiomatic expressions in this unit prove again that it can be difficult
to guess the meaning of an idiom from the literal meanings of the individual
words which make it up. For example:

1. 1f you cut someone dead, it does not mean that you kill them. It means that you
deliberately ignore them and don't speak to them.

2. If you cut someone down to size, it means that you tell them that they were acting in
a very superior kind of way and they should remember they are no better than
everyone else.

3. If an argument cuts no ice with you, it does not impress you in any way.

4. 1f you are not cut out for some job or other, it means that it is not suitable for you.

2. To cut a long story short

Use these idiomatic expressions in the
sentences below:

a. got your work cut out
.cut him/her down to size

O

c. a cut above other people
d.to cut a long story short
e. cut your losses
f. cut no ice “Can you believe that when I sacked
g. cut corners Roberts, he had the cheek to tell me
h. cut someone dead someone should cut me down to size!”
1. We were at school together, then we went to university. Our relationship was on
and df, you know, and then, =~ . we got married three
years ago.
2.1 tried to speak to Frank this morning to apologise for what | said yesterday, but
hejust = ...
3. The new secretary thinks she'sa =~ . . . . . | everyone else. She refuses

to make coffee for anyone except herself.
4. You're really going to try to decorate the whole flat in two weeks? You've certainly
!

5. I'vejust bought an old Rolls Royce which I'm going to restore to its original
condition. And that means | won't be ableto . . . . . . .. . | so | suppose
it'll cost me an arm and a leg!

6. Our Milan branch is losing money every month. | suggestwe . ..~~~ .
and close it down straightaway.

8: | told the directors | needed time off because | was suffering from overwork and
stressbutit =~ ... with them. They expect you to work until you
drop.
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3. It cuts both ways

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. a cutting remark
b. cut the atmosphere
cutting  itjine

. it cuts both ways
cut outfor it

cut up about it
cut-throat  business
half-cut

S@ o a0

1. I'm not a child. When are you going to start treating me like an adult?
> |f you want to be treated like an adult, you need to start behaving like one. It
_________________ , you know, Sam.

2. S0, his ex-wife turned up at the wedding, did she?

>Yes, you could have . .~~~ ... with a knife.
3. | heard you've given up dentistry. What was wrong?
> Oh, | just decided | wasn't = . . . . . | | didn't fancy spending the

rest of my life looking into other people's mouths!
4. Andy's acting rather strangely. What's the matter with him?

> He had too much to drink at lunchtime. | think he's . . . .. . . . . , actually!
5.1 must say | was very surprised by what Jane just said to you. She had no right
to make sucha . .. .. . . about your figure.

> No, considering her own size, she had no right to say what she said.
6. They'd better get here soon. The train leaves in five minutes.
>Yes, they're .. . . , aren't they?
7.1 hear you're getting out of the restaurant business.
>Yes, it's too difficult to make aliving, and around here ittsa . ... .= = .

8. Why's Eric so upset?
> Someone ran into his new Porsche this morning at the traffic lights and he's
really ...

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. it cuts both _ _ _ _ _ _ 6. cutno . ..

2.acut . .. other people 7. acutting . . .

3. cut the atmospherewitha =~ =~ =~ .~ 8. cutup = = = . it

4. you've gotyourwork cut =~~~ . . 9. tocutalongstory .. .
5. cut imdownto . . 10. cuttingit . .= . .

Have you ever done something which didn't turn out too well, so you decided to
cut your losses?
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ShhlimAN End

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

bitter loose candles deep burn stick
1. If you can't swim, don'tjump in atthe . . = | end of the swimming pool.
2. Strawberries taste sweet; lemonstaste . . . . . . ..
3. Children usually have = = == = on their birthday cakes.
4. 1 need a belt for these trousers. I've lost weight so they'reabit = = = = = around
the waist.
5. Don't touch that plate, it's hot; you'll = = . = yourself.
6. People who have difficulty walking sometimes usea . = . = . . .

2: In at the deep end

Use these idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

. not the end of the world

. make ends meet

at the end of the day
for hours (days, months) on end

. to the bitter end

light at the end of the tunnel

- P O T o

. no end of trouble

(o]

h.in at the deep end

“In this company we _just throw you in at the deep end.
It’s a carefully considered sink or swim policy,”

1.You don't get any training in thisjob. Theyjust throwyou == = ... . . .
_________ You either sink or swim!

2.1 don't earn much. Just enoughto . . . ... . ] That's all.

3. The rebel forces have refused to surrender and have said they are ready to fight

4. The last two years have been financially very hard but things seem to be getting
better. There's . .. .. .. ... ... ... ... .

5. I'm worried about my son Peter. He stays in his room playing computer games

6. Good publicity and customer care are very important, but . ..~~~ ..

_______ , the only way for a business to survive is to make a healthy profit.
7. I'm sorry about your dog, Helen. Come on. You can get another one. It's . = . = .

8. Buying a second-hand car is one of the biggest mistakes I've ever made. It's been
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3. The wrong end of the stick

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

1.

to tie up loose ends

How are things at your end?
on the receiving end

End of story!

burn the candle at both ends
the wrong end of the stick
the end is in sight

the end of the road

S@ P00 T

What's the matter with Angela? She's annoyed about something.
> She heard us talking about political parties and wanted to know why she hadn't
been invited. She'sjust got hold of . . .. ... .. .. .

. I'm so tired. | can't get used to catching the early train.

>The problem isyou go to bed so late. You can'tkeep . . . ... . ... . . .
___________ You need to go to bed earlier.

. Are you leaving soon?

> [|'vejustgot oneortwo . . . ... . , then I'll be on my way.

. The newspapers are giving the Royal Family a hard time this week.

>Yes, they'vebeen ... . of a lot of criticism recently.

. How many more documents do we have to photocopy? It's taking ages.

> Don't worry. There's only five more. The . . .. .. .

. | don't understand why we can't have an office party at Christmas.

> |'ve told you before, it's a non-starter. There was too much trouble the last time.
If you want to have a party, have it outside this office, but you're not having it
here . . . .. ... . ! Isthat clear?

. | think maybe it's time we gave up trying to find an agent in Siberia

> You're right. There's no point wasting any more time. Welve cometo . . . = = .

. Hello, Mr Lee. I'm fine thanks. We're quite busy here. Sales are up again. How are

things . ... ... . .. ?
> Terrible. The worst recession for 20 years. | don't know what we're going to do!

Note: If you are at a loose end, you have nothing to do.

4: Revision
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:
.it'snottheend ofthe =~~~ 6. Howare . = | at your end?
for . . . .. on end 7. theendisin . . . .
.inatthe . . . end 8. Endof .. . . !
no end of. : : : : 9. onthe . . = . end
afew. =~ ends to tie up 10. at the end of the . = =

o ON R

How much would you need to earn to make ends meet?
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Shligcry Fall

1: Literal Meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

lap grace seam wayside
deaf heel trap nets

1. People who can't hear are . = = = .

2. The best way to catch miceistousea . . = = .

3. Fishing boats use large = = = . to catch fish.

4. When I'm sitting on the sofa, my cat always comes and sitsonmy = == = .

5. God's mercy and favour towards people is called . = = =

6. The back part of the foot is called the . = = =

7. If youjoin two pieces of cloth together, yougeta . = = where they are joined.
8. An old word for the land at the side of the road isthe . . . . =

2. Fall into place

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. fall under the influence f. jfall about laughing

b. fall into my lap g. fall from grace

c. fall on deaf ears h. fall apart (at the seams)
d. Jail into the wrong hands i. fall head over heels in love
e. fall into place j. fall over themselves

1. For three years after | left university | didn't really know what | wanted to do in
life, but then | got ajob in New York, made some great friends and everything
suddenly seemed to . .. .

2.You do realise that this information is confidential, don't you? Ifit == .. . . =
____________ , we'd lose our jobs immediately.

3. The government's request that people use public transport more often is . = .= = .
______________________ The number of cars on the road is still increasing.

4. My sister's dtill in Italy. She went there to learn Italian earlier thisyear and . ...
_____________________ with her teacher. She's decided to live there.

5.1'm a bit worried about my son at university. He seems to have . . . . . . === .
____________ of a crowd who are into drugs and alternative life styles.

6. Browning used to be one of the Prime Minister's advisorsbuthe === == = . = .
___________ when he was found guilty of fiddling his expenses.

7. 1I'm very lucky to have thisjob. | didn't even apply for it. Itjust . ... . .. . . .

8. My marriage beganto . . .. ... ... ... when | lost my job.

9. Tim fel backwards off his chair in the office today. | suppose we should have
helped him, but we al just . .. ... ... ...

10. Universitiesare . .~ . ... ] to get foreign students onto their
courses. They've been forced to do everything they can to make money.
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3. Fall into the trap

Use these idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. fall by the wayside e. Jail short of

b. (@ job) falls to someone f. fall on your feet

c. fall into the trap g. fall through the net
d. fall foul of h.fall on hard times

1. There are lots of poor countries which need our help, but we mustn't == . = .
____________ of thinking they want the same kind of things we want.

2. Diane'sjust got ajob with a company car, pension plan, medical insurance and a
really good salary. She'sredly ... ... ... ... .. . ..

3. The social security system is supposed to protect the elderly and the poor, but the

4. When our head of department left recently, thejob of making the speech thanking
him for hisyearshere . =~ . = . | me.

5.Afewyearsago! ... . .. . .. and life was really difficult. | had to
give up my flat and live in a hostel till 1 got my life back together.

6. My job and family take up so much of my time at the moment that sports and
hobbies havejust .. . ... ..

7. Whatever you do in business, make sure you've got good people dealing with your

VAT returns. The last peopleyou wantto . . . .. . . | are the VAT
inspectors! | speak as one who knows!
8. The language course | went on fdl alongway. . . . = . . . . | my expectations.
Note: In business we can say that the bottom has fallen out of the market if
people have completely stopped buying. ¢

“He fell off his chair and we just fell about laughing!”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final words:

1. fall about _ _ _ _ 7. fdl through the = ==

2. fdl into the wrong _ _ _ _ 8. fdl on deaf. = = .

3. fdl head over heelsin _ _ _ _ 9. fdl apart at the . =

4. fal on hard _ _ _ _ 10. everything fdl into = = = .
5. fdl into my. _ _ _ _ 11. fdl from .

6. fal by the _ _ _ _ 12. don't fal into the . = =

Have you ever fallen on your feet?
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LPLigexd Good / Better / Best

1: It did me the world of good

Use the following idiomatic expressions containing good in the sentences:

a. It did me the world of good. f. Hes not in my good books.
b. It took a good hour. g. Goodfor you!

c. We're throwing good money after bad. h. | paid good money for it.
d. What's the good of ...ing? i. It's a goodjob | didn't ...
e. It's as good as new. j. It'sfor your own good.

1.I'vejust come back from a walking holiday in the Alps. You should try it some
day = ...

2. Harry has been doing some very silly things recently .~ .~

3. Why are we spending so much on advertising when it clearly isn't working? We're
just

4. Look, you're going to have to go on a diet. Belieweme, .. .. . ... .

5.1 only paid £50 for this camera second-hand, but . . ... ... .

7. I've complained so many times about the smell from the shop next door to our
office, but they never do anything about it. I'm absolutely fed up with them.
_________________________ complaining any more? They just ignore us.

8.1 wish you hadn't broken the lock on this cupboard. 1t =~ ... ... .
for me to fix it.

9 get the 7 o'clock train to Glasgow! That's the
one that crashed!

10. This umbrella broke the first time | used it. I'm taking it back to the shop. It
wasn't cheap = . . ...

2. Better safe than sorry

Match up the following two-line dialogues, each containing better:

1.1 think we should take an extra £200 on holiday.

2. Hello. Sorry I'm late.

3. When is this meeting going to finish?

4. Excuse me? Can | get a bus from here to the town centre?
5.1 hear you've got an old Volkswagen Beetle. What's it like?
6. Frank still hasn't given me back the £20 | lent him.

a. Better late than never. We thought you'd got lost!

b. Well, it's seen better days but it still runs very well.

c. You should know better than to lend him money. That's typical of him.
d. As far as I'm concerned, the sooner the better!

e. You're right. Better safe than sorry.

f. Yes, but you'd be better off walking. It's only a five-minute walk.

Now underline all the expressions which contain better.
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3: The best of both worlds

Fill in these idiomatic expressions,
each using best, in the situations

below:
a. to the best of my knowledge
b. that's your best bet
C. it's probably for the best
d.l wasn'tfeding at my best
e. bring out the best in someone
f. at the best of times
g. make the best of a bad job “The morning after the office party
h. the best of both worlds Bill wasn’t feeling at his best.”
1.1 live ten minutes from the city centre and ten minutes from the countryside.
>So, you'vegot . . ... , haven't you?
2. | think that was the most boring lesson I've ever had. He's so dull.
>Yes, he's not very interesting . .. . . . . . , but | agree that was worse
than usual.

3. Do you remember Colin? | wonder what he's doing these days.
________________________ , he's still working at the post office.
4. Hello, Jane. Sorry, but I'm afraid | have to cancel our meeting next Monday.
> Oh, don'tworry. . . I'm very busy myself.
5. This hotel is awful. If I'd known it was going to be this bad, I'd never have come.
>Wdl, there's nothing we can do about it. Let'sjust . .. ... .. .. .. .
6. You didn't seem very well yesterday.
>No, . .. .. | had a bad headache.
7. Angela's doing very well in her new job, isn't she?
> Yes, the extraresponsibility has .. ... ... ... ... ... .
8. Excuse me? Can you tell me how to get to Madame Tussaud's from here?
> Take the underground to Baker Street . . ... ... ... . . ... ... .. .

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:
I o | out the best in you.

2. Let's . the best of a bad job.

3. Its . better days.

A good money for it.

5 1t you the world of good.

6. I'mnot = = at my best this morning.

7. Itcan . = . a good hour.

8. Let'sstop = . = | good money after bad.

What sort of situations bring out the best in you?
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Shlige® Ground

1: Meanings

The ground is one of the most basic things we know. It is not surprising then if
ground rules are basic rules. In a similar way, if you have a good grounding in a
subject, you know the basics.

Hundreds of years ago, everyone had to hunt animals to stay alive. If you wanted
to know if there were any large animals around, you put your ear to the ground
and listened. Today if you keep your ear to the ground you are trying to be aware
of any ideas or rumours which are around.

Flying is a more modern idea. A plane literally gets off the ground. This can be
applied to a new project in business.

2: Suit him down to the ground

Complete the idiomatic expressions using these verbs:

get off keep (2) cover suit cut
stand hit prepare break
a . . you down to the ground f o the same ground
b the ground (eg a project) g . . the ground (before a meeting)
c .. . your ear to the ground h = . the ground from under your feet
d . . your ground [ the ground running
e . . your feet on the ground | new ground

Now use the expressions in the sentences below:
1. Paul's good with people; he's patient; he's organised. Personally, | think social

work will. . . . . = him ... ...

2. Another boring meeting! They're a waste of time. We always . . . . = | the same
od . ... .. ..

3. Pauline won't be happy with these sales figures. | suggest you fax them to her
before you phone her -justto . .. ... ... ] before you speak.

4.1 like the idea in theory but in practice itll never. . . .. ..
5. You want to move to the Personnel Department, don't you? I've heard there might
be ajob there soonso . ... ... ...

6.1 was going to tell my boyfriend we were finished but before | could tell him he
gave me a present, which completely . ..~ ... ... .
7.1 knew | hadn't stolen anything in the shop, so ljust .. .. .. . .. .. ..

and eventually they believed me. They had mixed me up with someone else!
8. Good morning, everyone. Hope you had a good weekend. There's a huge amount
of work to be done so let's . . ... ... ... ...
9. The best advice my grandmother ever gave mewasto . ... ... . . .
even if my head was in the clouds!
10. I've got an idea for a book which | think will =~ in the field of
science fiction.
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3. A bit thin on the ground

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

. ground rules

. gaining ground

. on dangerous ground

. the middle ground

. a bit thin on the ground

working yourself into the ground
. down to the ground

a good grounding

SQ 0o 0T

1. Excuse me, I'm thinking of changing my PC for an Apple Mac. Have you got any
second-hand ones?
> Sorry, we haven't. Second-hand Macsare . .. .. . .. at the
moment.
2. Weve got to do something to reduce our costs.
>Wsdl, if you start talking about cutting seff, you're . ... ...
Well have the union reps in here in a flash.
3. What do you mean, I'm aworkaholic? | don't work too hard.
>You do, Peter. Twelve hours aday! Youre . ... .. ... . I
4. How left-wing are the Social Democrats in your country?
> They're not really left-wing at all. They certainly see themselves as occupying

5. Thanks for letting me stay with you. You're doing me a big favour.
> That's OK, but thereareoneortwo . . . .. . . . .. . . . : no smoking, shoes
off at the front door and everyone does their own washing up.
6. You're doing a computer course, aren't you?
>Yes, it's nothing special but it givesyou . . . .. .. . in the basics.
7. Last time we came here there was a cinema on this corner.
> There was a fire two years ago. The cinemawas burnt =~ ... . =

8. Is there anything interesting in the end-of-year report?
> Wel, apparently, we're . . . ... on most of our competitors.

Note: You can have groundsfor complaint and you can retire on the grounds of
ill-health.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing prepositions:

1. working yourself . ... the ground 5. thin .... the ground

2. suits me . ... to the ground 6. get .... the ground

3. keep your ear close . ... the ground 7. agood grounding .... maths
4. cut the ground from . ... my feet 8. burnt .... to the ground

Do you get excited easily or do you always keep your feet on the ground?
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SlaliMelsy Half

1: Go halves

Use these expressions with halfin the sentences below:

a. half the fun

b. half a mind to

c. my other half
d.given half a chance
e. half a second

f. go halves

1.Waiter? Can we have the bill please?Well. =~~~ .. . . shall we, Tom?
2. I've never been to the Far East butI'dgo, .. ...~ .. . .
3. Trying different kinds of foodis .~ . .. .. ... .~ | of going on holiday.
4. That shop assistant was so rude. I'vegot .~ . . . . . . | cal the

manager and complain.
5. 1 just need to make a quick phone call. Il be withyouin .. ... .
6. Bill, let me introduceyouto . . .. . . . . Kate, this is Bill from work.

Note: Some people today think that calling your husband/wife 'your other half
is old-fashioned or inappropriate.

2. Half asleep

Now do the same with these:
a. meet you halfway

b. half as good as

c. half-hearted

d. half the trouble

e half asleep “You've been half asleep all morning.
f. half a dozen of the other Now pull yourself together!”

1. You're not listening to me. What's the matter with you this morning? You're

2. No, I'm sorry. | can't come down to £50. | really want a hundred, but I'll. . = = .
__________ What about £75 - | really can't go any lower than that.

3. The new Sar Warsisn't . . . ... ... .. . . . the last one.
4. Jackie says Gary's being unhelpful and rude in the office but if you ask me it's six
ofoneand . .. . . They're as bad as each other. | think we're

going to have to move one of them out of the department.
5. I've just finished reading your homework and it's disappointing. You only made a
________________ attempt to answer the question.
6. I'm putting on more weight again. | suppose | need more exercise but == = . = =
is my new job. I'vejust started work in a chocolate factory.



3: That's half the battle

Match the two halves of the dialogues:

1. | can understand English well enough. My problem comes when I've got to speak.
. Have you finished that book | lent you?

. I've never seen so much food and drink at a wedding.

Let's spend the day sightseeing tomorrow.

Listen, I've got a good idea.

. | don't understand Pam's sense of humour at all.

. How's your report coming along?

Do you like Peter's new girlfriend?

©O~NOUTAWN

a. Not yet. I'm only halfway through.
b. What you need is more confidence. That's half the battle.
c. Wdll, 1 was half hoping to go the beach again, actually.
d. Not half She's great fun!
e. | know what you mean. Half the time | don't know whether she'sjoking or not!
f. Wédl, we don't believe in doing things by halves.
g. | hope it's not as half-baked as your others!
h. I think I'm about halfway there.
4: Revision
Match the expression with halfwith the definitions on the right:
1. go halves a. compromise
2. half-baked b. if the opportunity came
3. meet someone halfway c. Jstrongly agree!
4. I've half amind to ... d. my husband/wife/partner
5. given half a chance e. share the cost
6. my other half f. not properly thought through
7. Not half! g. the most difficult or important step
8. half the battle h. I'm thinking about...

Look back at the idiomsin this unit and add a or theto the space or leave it
blank:

9.go ... . halves 14. half .... battle

10. got half .... mind to 15. given half .... chance
11.half .. .. trouble 16. half .... second

12. half . ... dozen 17. half .... fun

13. half .... time 18. meet .... hafway

Do you sometimes have half-baked ideas or do you always think things through?

205



| Unit“96 Know

1: Meanings

Know is a very common verb with a simple meaning, but it is also used in many

common idiomatic expressions:

I'll let you know.
| know it inside out.

I'll tell you.

I know It very well.

| know her by sight. I know her, but I've never spoken to her.
| don't actually know him, | don't actually know the person. I've
but I know OF him. only heard about him.

2: Not that | know of

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a | don't know about you but ...

b. She doesn't know the meaning of the word.
c. Not that | know of.

d. I know her by sight.

e. | don't know whether I'm coming or going.
f. 1 didn't know which way to look.

g. You know best.

h. How was | to know?

i. | know it like the back of my hand.

j. | don't know thefirst thing about it/them.

1.Rick, has there been a fax from Vanessa today?

3. Brian, do you know anything about electricity? I've got a problem.
>Sorry.
4. Ruth asked me to tell you that she was sorry.

5.1 didn't like the way Paula criticised lan in front of us. Itjust wasn't on, was it?
> |t was extremely embarrassing .. . ...
6. Carol, you've been to Munich, haven't you?

>Yes . .

7. Do you realise we've been waiting twenty minutes for the menu?
> I think we should go. Come on.

8. Sarah, do you know somebody called Rosemary Pinkerton?
> but I've never really spoken to her.

9. Mike, you shouldn't have told that joke about cats. You've really upset Cathy.
> Sorry, but .~ ... her cat died last week?

10. New job and new flat in the same week! It's all change for you, isn't it?
>Yes . . at the moment.
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3: You never know
Complete the following idiomatic expressions containing know:

let out hand of thing far all never
aas .. as | know
b. knowa = = = or two about ...
c. | know == = him
d. for . = . I know
e. theright == = | doesn't know what the left is doing
f.you = | know
(o I | you know
h. know something inside . = =

Now use the expressions in these sentences:

1. It's probably too late to get a table at that Mexican restaurant but phone them
anyway. You . . .. ... ... , they might have had a cancellation.

2.1 haven't seen my older brother for ten years. He could be on Mars = === = = . = .
3. I'm not sure if | can come on Sunday but =~ .. . tomorrow.
4. I've had to use the instruction manual so often, I. . . . . | it ..
5.Yes, Patrick's married, but . . . .. ... ... ... , he hasn't got any children.
6. | don't actually know Rupert Baxter but1. ... ... .. ..
7. If you're interested in finding out more about the village, ask old

Mr Braithwaite. He . . . ... . the history of the area.
8. The communication in this company isuseless . ... ... . .. .. . . .

“Sorry, 1 don’t know the first thing about electricity.”

4: Revision

Complete these idioms from this unit:

1. don't know the . ... thing about something 7. You .... know!

2. know someone by ... . 8. as.... as | know
3. know something . ... out 9. for .... I know
4. know athing or ... . about something 10. not .... | know of
5. know it like the . ... of your hand 11. Youknow . . . .!
6. don't know the . ... of the word 12. 1l .... you know

Can you think of a great book you've read so often that you know it inside out?
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Unit 97 I

1: The story of my life

Underline all the expressions in this passage which contain the word life:

When | was young, my parents gave me an excellent start in life and | always played a
full part in the life of my school. Later, | enjoyed student life. | have been interested in
politics for all of my adult life, and I've always been active in public life. Family life is
very important to me and when my son was fighting for his life after his accident, | gave
up al political activity for a while. Later, when the scandal hit me, | fought -
unsuccessfully - for my political life, so | had to give up for good. If only my private life
had stayed private!

2. A double life

Use these collocations in the sentences below:
double life public life shelf life everyday life working life

1.Somemenleada . = .= .. . Even though people think they are happily
married, they have another relationship, or even two families.

2. My father spent hiswhole . = == ==~ | in the coa industry.

3. After three weeks in Africa, . . . . . . . . | is going to seem pretty dull.

4. Thisis apolicy with avery short . =~ .~ . . By next month, nobody will
be interested in it any more.

5. Peoplein .= . . . have to be very careful how they behave.

3: The facts of life

Fill in the following expressions in the sentences below:

a. way of life e. the meaning of life
b. quality of life f. the kiss of life
c. all walks of life g. thefacts of life
d. spark of life h. loss of life
1.1 think | was about ten when my parentstoldme = . . = = == = . A bit too late

really. They'd have been shocked to realise how much | already knew.

2. The heavy rains destroyed many homes and resulted in tragic . . . .. .. .= .
on a scale not seen for many years.

3. Cocaine is now an extremely common drug. Although it is both dangerous and

illegal, people from .~ . = use it as a form of recreation.
4. You can improve people's = . ... | if you improve their level of
education.

(21

. My sister nearly drowned once. She'd actually stopped breathing and a paramedic
had to give her. . .~ . .

. | sometimes just gaze out of the window and wonder about = = . ==~ = = = = .

. I wish Joe had more personality. Theresno = . . . . . in him at all.

. I'd like to live abroad for awhile to experience a completely different = = == = = = .

oo~NO®
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4: | had the time of my life!

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. | had the time of my life.
b. That's lifel
c. Variety is the spice of life.

d. This is the lifel
e. Get a lifel
f. Life must go on.

1. You'vejust got back from Hawaii, haven't you? Did you have a good time?
!

2. Here we are - golden sand, sea, cold beer and no work for two weeks.

SYES, . ..

3. I'm sorry to hear about you and Marina splitting up.

>Yes, it'srealy sad, but =~ .

4. Typical! The one day we want to go to France and they cancel the ferry.

>These things happen == == = = |

5.1 collect car registration numbers. It's my main hobby, you know.

> Realy?Wdl, al | can sayis- . =

6. When are you going to settle down? You've got a different girlfriend every month
and | can't remember the last time you spent a weekend at home.

“You've obviously had the time of your life, Mum!”

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

5: Revision

1. people fromal . = = of life
2. activein . . . | life

3. they gave her the = = = = | of life
4, heleda . . . . | life

5. tragic . = .= of life

6. the . = | of my life
7. variety isthe = = = of life

9. the . . . | of life

How many different jobs do you think you will have during your working life?
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mmgg| Light and Heavy

1: Literal meanings

The literal meanings of light and heavwy are simple - a light bag, a heawy
suitcase. Both words have many metaphorical uses. We talk about someone being
a light deeper or having a heavy heart. Often light can mean easy or small while
heavwy can mean difficult, serious or large. Match the following meanings with
the expressions:

1. Clearing the garden was very heavy work. a. serious
2. Agatha Christie's books are ideal light reading for taking on holiday. b.few

3. It was the heavy traffic on the ring road that made me late. c. lots

4. Anne's got areally heavy cold. d. easy

5. Only two aday! That iswhat | call alight smoker! e. tiring

2: A light snack

Sort the following words into three groups:

L = only used with light

H = only used with heavy

L/H = can be used with both

(v
a. snack k. fighting /;f;%f
5{ “ /)
b. relief 1. losses K‘;j -
c. industry m. shower T =T
Gy

d. going n. reading '
e. lunch 0. cold
f. day p. heart

g. casualties Q. sleeper

h. traffic r. entertainment

i. work s. aircraft -
<

j. ran t. mea
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3:

A heavy meal

Use expressions from Exercise 2 to complete the following:

1.

2.

o U w

\]

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

20

4:

I'm sorry | can't concentrate this afternoon. | had arather .. .=~ . =

at lunchtime.
In recent years many areas which used to dependon = . == . .~ | have

suffered from serious unemployment.

. We got to the airport with two hours to spare. The traffic wasvery. . = = = =
.I'm not feeling well at al. I'vegot arealy .~ ... . |

. My wife wakes up about six times every night. She'savery .. .. = .
. News isjust coming in of another earthquake in California. I'm afraid there are

reports ofvery . . .. .. .

.My favourite television programmesare . .~ . . . . . such as comedy,

soaps, current pop and that kind of thing.

. Nick seems to have a new joke every day. Thank goodness he brings a spot of

to our dull boring officel

. Climbing the last couple of hundred metres to the summit was pretty . = = .

1 can tell you!

On the way home last night | got caught inavery =~ . .. . . . . | got
soaked to the skin.

Many investors have suffered = = = = . . . in recent days as prices
have hit rock bottom.

Just let me go and have a bath. I've had avery . . .~ . . = at work.

You know what they say - many hands make . . = . . . . . !
We're running late, so we'd better skip lunch andjust havea === === .= . . . .

instead.

It was with avery .~~~ that Jane left her father in hospital. She
had a feeling that she would never see him alive again.

Ifwehavea .. . . . . , we'll be ready for areally lavish meal out this
evening.

There was almost a disaster over Heathrow yesterday when ajumbo came within
200 metresofa . .. .. .. . . on a sightseeing flight.

If you're going on along flight, take some . = . = . . = with you.

There was no play at Wimbledon yesterday as aresult ofvery =~~~ .
all day.

_______________ has been reported on the outskirts of the city as Government
forces have tried to regain control of the area.

Can you say?

Which of the following are possible? Cross out those which are not possible:

S N

a. light relief b. heavy relief

a. alight sleeper b. a heavy sleeper

a. alight shower b. a heavy shower

a. light entertainment b. heavy entertainment
a. alight snack b. a heavy snack

a. alight meal b. a heavy meal

Do you eat a heavy lunch or do you prefer a light snack at lunchtime?
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Unit 99 gRIE

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:

sieve dirt plague clockwork
bricks logs ton maniac
1.A is used in the kitchen for separating solids from liquids and small
pieces from big pieces.
2.You can cut atreeinto . . . which you then put on your fire.

3. An outbreak of disease which kills thousands of peopleiscalleda . . = = = = .

4. A toy or clock which works when wound up by a key works by .~ =~ . =

5. My clothes need awash. They are coveredin . .= == = | because I've been
working in the garden.

6. Houses are often built of stoneor. . . . . . . . .

7. Someone who is mad, violent and dangerousisa . . . . |

8A is a unit of weight - 2240 pounds to be exact.

2. You look like death warmed up

First match these expressions:

1. You look a like a sieve.

2. He drinks b. like a duck to water.

3. I've got a memory c. like a horse.

4. He smokes d. like water off a duck's back.
5. He treats her e. like a fish.

6. He eats f. like a chimney.

7.1t's g. like dirt.

8. She's taken to it h.like death warmed up.

Now use the expressions below:

9.1 think I'll go home. | fed terrible. | think | need to see a doctor.

>Yes, gohome .
10. Did you see the way Robert spoke to his wife last night? Disgusting, wasn't it?

>Yes, but it didn't surpriseme
11.1 don't care if he is the boss; somebody has to tell him he's wrong.

>You're wasting your time criticising him ... ... .
12.1 see Peter's put more weight on.

>I'm not surprised . . ..
13. Your sister'sjust started nursing, hasn't she?

>Yesand shelovesit . . . ... ..
14.1 could smell alcohol on Gerry's breath this morning. Does he drink a lot?

> Didn't you know? He's got a problem . . . .
15. Surely you remember Monica. She's the teacher you met at Caroline's house.

>SOITY -
16.1 suppose | smoke about ten cigarettes a day.

> That's nothing compared to my brother . .. ... .. .
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3: He drives like a maniac

First match up these expressions:

1. He drives a. like a fish out of water.
2.1 fet b. like a ton of bricks.

3. She spends money c. like anative.

4.1 slept d. like a maniac.

5. She came down on me e. like alog.

6. Everything went f. like there's no tomorrow.
7. He speaks it g. like the plague.

8. Avoid it h. like clockwork.

Now add these expressions below:

9. That's the best night's sleep I've had forages . . .. . . ... ... . .. .. . .. ..
10. My sister's always short of cash .~~~
11. You should hear Simon's Spanish . . .. .. ... ... . ... ... ... ..
12. The wedding was perfect . . . .
13. Never get into a car with Gerry . .
14.1 left work early last Friday without asking. When she found out, my boss . . . = .

15.1 went to a nightclub last night for the first time in ten years. | didn't know what

to do with mysaelf.
16. Don't go near that new Indian restaurant in Duke Street . . . .. .. . .. . ..

4: Revision

Say the following in a different way using an idiom suggested by the words in
brackets:

1. She speaks English very well, (native)

2. He is a bad driver, (maniac)

3. Everything went according to plan, (clockwork)
4.1 often forget things, (sieve)

5.1 felt out of place at the meeting, (fish) e
6. You look really ill. (death) ;
7. Criticism doesn't bother me. (duck's hack)
8. She eats a lot. (horse)

Now add the missing verbs:

Q. like a chimney
0 ... down on me like a ton of bricks &
N to it like a duck to water )
2 it like the plague b
3. like a fish e
14 like death warmed up e
15 me like dirt ~Z 7D
w6 like alog

Are you a light sleeper or do you usually sleep like a log?
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Unit 100 [IRE

1: Literal meanings

Lineis a quite a common word in many idiomatic expressions. It has a range of

meanings:

1. If you drop someone a line, you write them a letter.

2. The bottom line refers to accounts where you see the profit or loss at the bottom.

3. The dotted line is the line on which you sign your name for a contract or hill.

4. If you draw a line under something on a piece of paper you separate it from
what comes before. If you draw a line under an experience, it means it is finished
and you don't want to hear any more about it. For example: When John's divorce
came through, he drew a line under that episode of his life.

2. Hold the line
Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:
a. I'll drop you a line.
b. Hold the line, please.
c. We're thinking along similar lines.
d. You've got to draw the line somewhere.
e. You'll have to toe the line.

f. 1 draw the line at that.

1. This is Sarah Williams. Can | speak to Amanda Price, please?

___________________________ I'll just see if she's free.

2. | think security cameras are a good idea in banks and shops but I'm not sure
about having them in the streets. What about personal privacy?

>lagree . . ... , haven't you?
3. Right. Have a good journey. Good luck with the new job and everything.
>Thanks . . ... ... to let you know how I'm getting on.

4. | agree. Let's move the meeting to the 24th and involve the other departments.
> Good. I'mpleased = . . ..

5. I love aimost any sport, but =~~~ boxing. | don't
think that's really a sport at all.

6. | think it's terrible that we have to work on public holidays.
> There's no point in complaining about it . ... .. ... .|
like everyone else.

Note: If you toe the line, you conform. In politics you often have to toe the party
line - support what the party believes. People who rock the boat are said to step
out of line. If something is different from other similar things, it can be brought
into line with the others.
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3: Sign on the dotted line

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a in line for e. on the line
b. along the line f. the bottom line
c. on the dotted line g. between the lines
d. out of line h. into line with
1. Make sure you read the contract in detail before you sign = . . . = = = .
2. Ifyoustep . .. . . | in this company, they get rid of you. You don't get a
second chance.
3. Susan says she's happy with Martin but reading . . == . .= . , something's

not quite right. They never seem to go out together.
4. 1 never received your letter. It must have got lost somewhere . . .~ . .
5. Sales figures are bad again this month. I'm Head of Sales so it's myjob that's

6. Helen's doing very well at work. In fact, | think she's =~ ... . . .

promotion.

7. The British Government have been under increasing pressure from Brussels to
bring interestrates . .~ . . . . ] the rest of Europe.

8. | know you don't want to learn English but . .~~~ . | is, if you want to

get a better job here, you need to speak a foreign language.

Note: If your job is on the line, you are at risk of losing it. If someone is on the
line, they are on the telephone.

“Right, Mr Smythe, it’s gloves off! But I draw the line at pink satin shorts!”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:
... the line, please 5. ... rates into line with
2 me aline 6. along similar lines
3. myjob =~ = on the line 7. between the lines
4. you'vegotto . . | the line somewhere 8 . on the dotted line

Are you a bit of a rebel or do you toe the line?
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SlaliMmi0AR | 0ose and Lost

1: Meanings

Match the following idiomatic expressions with their meanings:

become |ost

become angry

become disappointed

become confused about something
become embarrassed

stop sending letters or ringing

1. lose heart

2. lose face

3. lose your bearings

4. lose touch with someone
5. lose your temper

6. lose track of something

Too0 TR

2: Lost for words

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. lose heart f. fighting a losing battle
b. lost track of the time g. make upfor lost time
c. losing your touch h. lost count of

d. lose face i. lostfor words

e. lost my way j- no love lost

1. Was Jackie pleased with her present?
> Yes, she was delighted. She was so surprised shewas . ... ... = . .

2. What are you doing this weekend?
> I'm spending the whole weekend with my sister. | haven't seen her for six
months sowewantto . . ... ... .. . ... .. ..

3. Where have you been? You were supposed to be here an hour ago.
> Sorry. | waswalking around townand | just . . ... ..

4.1 haven't been to the cinema for ages.
>Redly? I've .. the number of films I've seen this year.

5.1'm finding my university course much more difficult than | expected.
> A lot of people say that. It's quite normal. Don't . . . . .. .. .. . . .

6.they can't build a road right behind our houses and think we'll just accept it.
> Wsdl, keep complaining if you want but you're . .. ... .

7.Why didn't you just tell him he was wrong?
> Not in front of the others. Hed . . . . .. . ... ... . ...

8.1 thought Angela would havejumped at the chance of dinner with me, but no -
she said she couldn't come out because she was washing her hair!
>Wel, Mike, I think that means only one thing. Youre =~ . ... .. . I

9.1 didn't know Bill and Jack didn't get on.
> No, they've never seen eye to eye. There's . =~ . between them.

10. Why has it taken you so long? We were expecting you an hour ago.
>Wel, I'm afrad . ... .. ... ... ... in the one-way system, then | went
into the back of a bus! It'sjust been one thing after another!
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3. We've got nothing to lose

Add these responses to the situations below:

a. You sound as though you're losing your voice.
b. We must never lose sight of that.

c. I'm sorry | lost my temper.

d. He told me | need to lose some weight.

e. I've completely lost my bearings.

f. Don't lose any deep over it.

g. Losing touch with all your old school friends.
h. We're losing ground to the competition.

i. We've got nothing to lose.

1.1 know they say there's no tickets left for the final, but why don't we go anyway
and see if we can get hold of a couple?

2. Am | right in thinking you're ringing to apologise?

SYES, .
3. Look, I made a mistake. | admit it. It was my fault. OK?

> OK, OK! Everybody makes mistakes .~ . . .. .. ...
4. My throat's quite painful and it's difficult to talk.

5. What did the doctor say?

>What do you think? .
6. We're not having a very good year, are we?

SNO, .
7. Do you know the thing | regret most about leaving school ?

8. Which direction are we going in - east or west?
>Don't ask me . ..
9. The whole purpose of this company is to make a profitand . . .. .. = == .

4: Revision
What would you say in these situations? Use the words in brackets.

1. Somebody surprises you with a wonderful present. (I'm, words)

2. Tell someone not to worry about something. (Don't, sleep)

3. You didn't realise what time it was. (I, track)

4. You're getting fat. (I, weight)

5. A friend needs encouraging. (Don't, heart)

6. You haven't seen your parents for ages. (I, make, time)

7. You're not sure which direction is which. (I've, bearings)

8. You want to say you've been to Paris many times. (I've, count, times)

Have you lost touch with the people you were at school with?
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Unit 102 g\{e

1: It's no wonder!

Put these expressions with no into the situations below:

a. no idea f. no chance
b. no word g. no sign
C. no point h. no way
d. no reason i. nojoke
€. no wonder j. no doubt
1.Did you know David hasn't got a watch? Or if he has, he never wears it.
>Its he's always late!
2. Do you know where Valerie is?
> Sorry, I'vegot = . . . I'l haven't seen her all day.
3. I'm going to wear this shirt and my new jeans tonight. What do you think?
>Wdl, if you wear jeans, there's .. . they'll let you in. They've

got a strict no-jeans policy.
4. Robert phoned me last night. Guess what he wanted.
> he was trying to borrow money again.
5. If we miss the last bus we can walk home. No problem.
>That's easy for you to say. Walking that distance for meis . ... = = . |

6. How are Laura and her friends enjoying their holiday?

> Goodness knows! There'sbeen = . .~ . = . from them since they left.
7.This weather is dreadful, isn't it?
>Yes, and there's . ..~ . | of it getting any better.

8. Be careful what you're doing!
> Just calm down! Just because you're in a bad mood, there's . === === = =
to take it out on me!

9. It's already twenty past SiX.
>Wdl, there's . .~ ... of us getting the 6.30 train. We may as well
forget the idea

10. Shall we send Geoff a card?
>There's . . . . He never says thank you and he never sends us one!

2: There's no ...

Here are four common fixed expressions all starting there's no ... Which of the
following four people is most likely to say each one?

a. ajet-setting businessman on his third trip this month
b. a soldier going into battle

c. a detective investigating the murder of a child

d. ajournalist

1. There's no going back.

2. There's no rhyme nor reason to it.
3. There's no place like home.

4. There's no smoke without fire.

218



3: No hard feelings!

Each response in the following conversations uses an idiomatic expression
with no. Match them up:

1. Look, I'm really sorry about what | said yesterday. a. No kidding!

2. Can | borrow your car? b. No thanksto you!
3. I'vejust been offered a part in a Hollywood film! c. No hard feelings!
4. Look, we found the hotel in the end, didn't we? d. No such luck!

5. Can you get away from work early on Friday? e. No way!

4. No news is good news

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. no bad thing d. no news is good news

b. a no-go area e. no end of problems

c. area no-no f. in no time
1.1 haven't heard anything from the hospital but | suppose . . ... = = .. . .
2.I'vehad .. ... .. with my new computer.

3. | have to take an exam at the end of the course, whichis . . ... .. ... . .. .. ..
because it gives me extra motivation to study.

4. Whatever you do, don't park in Frank's parking space. It's ..~ ... . . .
He gets very annoyed about it.

5. English is actually quite easy. Youll be speaking it like a native . . == =~ .

6. When | was in Naples years ago, the hotel told me not to go near a certain area.
They said itwas =~~~ .. ... .. for tourists.

5: Revision

Rewrite the following idiomatic expressions, correcting the mistake:

1. Parts of Belfast were stop-go areas.

2. There's no fire without smoke.

3. I'll be with you in any time.

4. There's no coming back.

5. It's no laugh bringing up children as a single parent.
6. There's no house like home.

7. It's areal yes-no.

8. No news is no news.

Is anything a real no-no at the place where you work or study?
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 Unit 103 geji

1: Aflood of enquiries

Complete these expressions with the words given:

1.in the nick of a. excuses
2. aword of b. reasons
3. astring of C. enquiries
4. awhole host of d. money

5. a spot of e. work

6. a flood of f. advice

7. amountain of g. time

8. piles of h. bother

Now use the expressions below:

9. Our advertisement in the local paper worked. Weve had . .. == . . . = .
from people interested in renting our villa in the Algarve.

10. OK, you were late. Let'sjust forget about it. | don't want to listento . . . === = .

for the next five minutes.

11.1f you're going up into the mountains, . . . . . . | Take warm
clothes with you. It might be sunny now but the weather can change without
warning.

12. Sorry I'm late.  had =~ . . . .. with my car.

13.1 decided against taking thejob for. .~~~ . ... . . , but the

main one was it would be too far to travel - two hours on the train every day!

14. We nearly missed the train but we got to the match . . . ... .
15. Footballersget = . . . . . ... ] for just running around in shorts and

complaining to the referee. It's ridiculous!
16. There's no way | can take a day off this week. I'm up to my eyes. I'vegot . == = .

2: A stroke of luck

Use the following words to complete these idiomatic expressions:

tears visitors advice time garlic luck
a bagsof . d apieceof. = ==
b. astreemof =~ . . e floodsof .. . = .
c. ahintof .~ . . f. astrokeof === = .

Now use them in these situations:

1.I'vejust had an amazing . =~ . . . . . ... ... .. I'| dropped my keys as
| was getting out of the train, didn't realise till 1 got home, turned round, and
there was my neighbour coming up the path with them!
> Now, that's what | call luck!

2. Congratulations on the new baby! Everything OK at home?
> Yes, thanks. Sue'svery tired. Wehad ==~ ... ... ... over the
weekend - you know - friends and relatives.
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3. Has Natalie left the office? | can't find her anywhere.
> She's in Pam's office. | don't know what's wrong but she'sin === == = =
4. 1t's my job interview tomorrow. I'm nervous already.
>Wdl, thebest .~ ... . | can give you is be yourself.
You'll be fine.
5. What's the unusual flavour | can taste in this bread you've made, Kevin?

>Doyou likeit? It'sjust .~ .. .. | put it in everything.

6. Have we got time for a dessert or do we need to go?

>Wevegot ... The train doesn't go for another hour.

3. A pack of lies

Now do the same with these:

doubt warning lies
soda criticism paint

apack of = ..
ashadow ofa . . . . ..

~opooCT

1.What did you think of the statement “Just having a spot of bother with the car!”

on telly last night by the President?
S from start to finish!
2. | think the front door needsa . .. ... ... .. ... .. . .. .. . ..
> Yes, so does mine - before the winter.
3. Can | get you a drink? What will you have?
> Whisky, please. Withjust .~ .. ... . .
4 before you go to India
> What's that? Don't drink the water?
Yes, butjust as important, don't buy any drinks from anyone in the street. And
don't have any drinks with ice in them.
5. The government are planning to cut the benefit paid to single mothers.
>Wsdl, you can be sure that will provokea . ... ... .. ... . .
6. Do you think the Republicans will win the next election?
>Without . . ... The Democrats have no chance.

4: Revision
Decide which of the four words in italics does NOT go with the key word:

1. bags of time /energy /electricity /enthusiasm

2. a stream of insults/immigrants/visitors /respect
3. a flood of complaintyletters/ideas/enquiries
4. a hint of fault /irony /garlic /humour

5. a pack of cards/questions/lies/wolves

6. a trace of guilt /fear /irony /disaster

If you had to give one piece of advice to someone visiting your country, what

would it be?
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Unit 104 gl

1: Believe it or not

Put the following expressions with or into the sentences below:

a. give or take f. sink or swim.

b. take it or leave it g. laugh or cry

c. like it or not h. believe it or not

d. sooner or later i. a thing or two

e. rightly or wrongly j. make or break
1 ,1 used to be a professional singer.

2. Il give you £1000 for the car. That's my fina offer. . ... . . !
3. There's no point complaining about tax. You have to pay it whether you . == = .

4. If you're going to buy a second-hand car, speak to Frank. He knows . . . = == .
________________ about cars.
5. The business has been going downhill for a while now. The next few months are

6. I'vejust been to the travel agent. Can you believe it costs £700 to fly to South
Africa? | didn't know whetherto . =~ .~ when they told me.
7. 111l take three months for your new passport to arrive- = .. . . | a
week.
8.1 believe, . . . . ... ... .. .. .. , that private schools should be abolished.
9. When | started thisjob, nobody told me how to do anything. | just had to learn
quickly. Itwasareal =~ = . . .| situation.
10. You can't keep being rude to people, Tom ... . . . . , somebody's
going to get really angry and hit you.
Note: Make sure you don't mix up the expression give or take with give and
take:
It'll be ready in two weeks, give or take a day or two. (maybe one or two
days longer)
All successful relationships are a matter of give and take, (being
reasonable with each other)

2: Nor

Here are two expressions with nor. Both of them, like many of the expressions in
this book, are absolutely fixed and you need to learn the whole expression.

1. Did you manage to get any tickets for next week's concert, Andy?
> No, they'd sold out. You can't get themfor love nor money.

2. You can't complain about me being late. Lots of people were late today.
> That's neither here nor there. You are always the last to arrive.

For love nor money is always used in a negative sentence.
Neither here nor there means that something is not relevant.
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3: It's now or never

Now fill in the following expressions with or in the dialogues below:

a. come hell or high water e. either or

b. now or never f. come rain or shine
c. something or other g. all or nothing

d. more or less h. for better or worse

1. I'm thinking of asking Sally to come out for a drink with me.

> Here she comes now, Steve. Goon! It's . . .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. !
2. You play gdf, don't you?

> Occasionally, but my brother plays every Sunday, . ... . ... ... .. . . .
3. Did Christine leave a message for me before she left?

>Yes, shesad ... ... ... ... ... .. about meeting outside the theatre at
eight.

4. Do you think Jack is up to thejob?
>| hopeso . ... , he's the man we've appointed.

5.1 told you | was going to be at the fina in Paris . .. ... ... . . .
and | AM going to be there. | don't care what it costs!
6. We're going to have to make a choice - increase wages or give them more holiday.

>Thisisn'tan . ... .. ... .. .. ... situation. I'm afraid it's 'both and'.

7. What's wrong with John? He either chatters all the time or he won't say a word.
>Youreright. It's =~ with John. | wish he'd fit in
better.

8. Are you ready?
> | just need to get my jacket.

Note: As well as something or other you can also say: somebody | somewhere or
other. When you want to estimate how long something might take, you can say a
couple of hours or so.

“This is a sink or swim situation and I can’t swim!”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing verbs:
1. Twoyears, . . . = or take a few months.

2. | once played for England, . . = | it or not!

3.1 didn't know whetherto . = = or cry.

4. You either. . . . . | or swim.

Have you ever been in a situation where you didn't know whether to laugh or cry?
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Unit 105 gdellals

1: Point taken!

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the dialogues below:

a. refused point blank f. get dtraight to the point
b. the point is g. on the point of

c. make a point of h.a case in point

d. point the finger i. score points

e. point taken j. my point of view

1.How can you advise other people to cut out the stress in their lives when you are
so stressed out yourself?
> I Let's go to the theatre tomorrow night!
2. Come in, Jackie. Sit down. Il . . . ... . I'm not happy
with your work.
3.1 asked Sdlly if I could borrow her car, butshe ... ... .
4. Not everybody in Third World countries is on the breadline. Kenyais . . === == .
________________ There are people there who could buy and sell you and me.
5. My course is getting too difficult for me. I'm . . . .. | quitting.
6. When I'min London, | always . =~ . .. ... ... . getting to see a
West End show.
7. My parents keep telling me to stop smoking because it's bad for me. | know it is,

but, .. . ,1 don't want to stop. | enjoy it.

8. Instead of tryingto . . . . .. ... off me all the time, why don't you
discuss the real problem?

9. It's not my fault we're lost. Don't =~~~ . . .. ... at me. You said
you knew the way.

10. From . . . . .. ... ,1 don't care which of the two quotes we
accept.

2: What's the point?

Fill in these responses with point in the dialogues below:

a. That's beside the point. e. OK, you've made your point.
b. Get to the point. f. Up to a point.

c. Ther€'s no point in (...ing). g. He's got a point.

d. | can't see the point. h. What's the point?

1. Let's go out for awalk.
> ? It's raining!

2. You made this mistake last week, you made the same mistake yesterday, and now
you've gone and done precisely the same thing again today!

> It won't happen again!

3. So what if | was a bit late? You're not always on time yourself.
> | specifically asked you to be here at nine
today




4. Jack thinks we would all work much faster if we had separate offices.

>You know, . .. ... We do waste a lot of time chatting
sometimes.

5. Rachel, | was wondering if, maybe, you know, perhaps we could, um... we might ...
> I'l haven't got all day.

6. Do you agree with all the money being poured into some countries?

_________________________ But in some countries money is the last thing
they need. They need doctors, nurses, teachers, and people like engineers.

7. Excuse me, can you explain why this train is not moving and, more to the point,
why it hasn't moved for the last 20 minutes?
>There'sno . ... .. . complaining to me, sir. | only work
in the buffet car.

8. What do you think of the European Parliament?
> I'll be perfectly honest withyou, . .. . ... . I Every
country has its own parliament. | think it's all a waste of money - our money!

3. The high point

Complete these sentences using the following:

strong points sore point high point low point
turning point whole point talking point vantage point
1.We had agreat time in Kenya. The = .= == = = was getting so close to the
lions on the safari.
2. | never take work with me on holiday. The . . = =~ . = of a holiday is to relax.
3. Can you check this letter for me? Spelling is not one of my. . . . . . .. .. . .
4. The main . . = = at work at the moment is who's going to be the new
supervisor.
5. Don't talk to Peter about driving lessons. It'sa . = = . . . . = = | That's the third
time he's failed his test.
6. The holiday was a disaster, but thereally == == . = = | came when we had to

evacuate the hotel in the middle of the night because some idiot set off the fire
alarm!

7. When we were in London we were lucky enough to have agood . . . . . . = = . .
when the Queen passed and we got some really good photographs.

8. The day | was told | had cancerwasa . . . = == = = in my life

4: Revision

Fill in the missing word in these expressions from this unit:

1. That's .= = the point. 6. Youve . = | a point.

2. Sherefused = = = blank. 7. Markisa . . . in point.

3. Don't pointthe . = = at me. 8 lcant .= == | the point.

4. | agreeup . . . apoint. 9. Please . = = to the point!

5. Stop tryingto .~ . . | points. 10. Honesty is not his . = . | point!

What's been the high point of your life so far?
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Unit 106 ES]fs[2

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:
grass coins luck
1.1 prefer using notesto . .= = . = | They don't make holes in your pockets!
2. It annoys me when you visit a beautiful park and there's a sign which says: Keep

Ooff The . . . . ..
3. It's my driving test this afternoon. Wishme = = = . !

2. Look on the bright side

Put the correct verbs into these expressions:

a. . on the wrong side of someone take
b . the side down hear
c. ... on the bright side side
d == both sides of the story get
e . ... .. sides let
fooo with someone look

Now use the expressions in their correct form in these sentences:

1.1 have to work again this Sunday. | suppose | should ..~ .. . .
- | earn an extra £85 and | need the money at the moment.
2. I'm not going to decide who's right and who's wrong until I've .= .~~~ ... =

3. Everyone played well except me. | feel I've = ...

4. Janet's got a nasty temper. You don'twantto . .. ... . ... her.

5. If you've fallen out with your partner, that's strictly between the two of you. | am
certainly not going to take . . .~~~ . ...

6. The British are famous for . . . ... .. . | the underdog in any
competition. They are so used to losing themsel ves!

Note: There is little difference in meaning between side with and take sides.

3: On the side

Put these expressions into the sentences below:
a. on the wrong side of d. a bit on the small side
b. this side of e. on the side

c. to one side

1. Maria works for AMEX but she also teaches Spanish . ... ... ... . . . . . .

2. Have you got the same shoesin a9? Theseare . ... ... .. . . . .

3. Louise looks younger than she is. You'd never guess she's . .~ = | 50!

4. Sorry | haven't written sooner. After | read your letter, | putit ... .
and then | completely forgot about it.

5.1 don't think we'll manage to finish painting theflat . = . .~ .. = . . Easter.
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4: The other side of the coin

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. Time is not on our side

b. my mother's side of the family

c. the other side of the coin

d. I'm on your side.

e. He knows which side his bread is buttered.

f. 1 got out of bed on the wrong side this morning.
g. Hell be laughing on the other side of hisface.

h. The grass is always greener on the other side.

1. Mobile phones are a good idea. You can be contacted any time, any place.
>Yes but ... is that you never get any privacy.
2. So you say you've got Irish blood in you?
>Yes . . are all from Donegal.
3. This coffee's got sugar in it! It's horrible! Get me another one!
> Temper, temper! | thinkyou =~~~ ... ... !
4. | wish | had ajob like yours. It sounds much more interesting than what | do.
>Yes but . . , isn't it?
5. You could have given me more support yesterday.
>Why are you arguing withme? . .. ... . . I It's al the others
you need to persuade.
6. What time does the train leave?
> Half past. Wed better hurry up . . . . .. .
7. Sheila still lives at home with her parents, doesn't she?
> Of course she does! She knows . . . .. . ... .. ...
8. Mike was so pleased with himself when he left yesterday.
>Yes, when he comes back . . .. . ...
when he discovers that Jane has been made his boss!
5: Revision

Which idiom would you use to talk about these things?

1. You see the advantages and disadvantages, (coin)

CO~NO O WN

.You're in a hurry, (time)

. He's 62 years old. (wrong)

. Your friend is being irritable, (bed)

. You want to be optimistic, (bright)

. | know when I'm lucky, (bread)

. Before December, (this)

. Let's deal with something at a later date, (put)

Do you take after your father's or your mother's side of the family?
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Shlimlord Something, Anything, Nothing

1: Something of an athlete
Complete these sentences using something, nothing or anything:
1. When | wasyounger, | usedtobe . . == = | of an athlete. In fact, | won quite
a few trophies. Do you want to see some photos?
2.My car hasbheen == = == = but trouble since the day | bought it! Something
goes wrong with it every month.
3. Anyone can use the Internet. It's easy. There's . = = = = = to it!
4. Haveyougot == = = . | against me, or have you got an attitude problem?
5. Richard? Oh yes, he's areal painin the neck. It'snot for =~ = = = = that nobody
wants to share an office with him.
6. Clothes cost nextto . . . . . . .. in the States compared to England.
7. How old am 1? Wdl, let'sjust say I'm forty- =~ = = = . . !
8. There's always someone looking for something for . .~ = = = = | !
9. Paul and Sue must have plenty of money. They think . =~ == = = of spending

£100 in a restaurant.

10.1 don't understand Mike. Why is he working in a supermarket? He could really

make . . . . .. .. of himself if he wanted to.

11. When | was young, women wore earrings, make-up and had long hair, and men

didn't. Nowadays, it seems = . = = = = | goes!

12.I'm an interior designer. | sometimes have weeks with no work but when I'm

busy, | canearn . == . = = up to £1000 a week.

13. Did you see that seven-year-old playing the piano on the TV last night? He's

_________ else, isn't he?

14. Don't believe people when they tell you the weather's awful in England. It's

of the sort. It'sjust different! Different every day!

15. After spending over a million researching the new engine, the whole thing came

to ... I It was scrapped.

Now underline all the expressions which contain something / anything / nothing.

2:

Nothing doing!

Complete these dialogues using the following lines:

1.

2.

4.

a. Nothing to write home about! c. Nothing much!
b. Nothing ventured, nothing gained! d. Nothing doing!
Any chance of lending me a fiver till tomorrow?
>Sorry I Once bitten, twice shy!

Go on - ask for a reduction. You're paying cash, and it's a lot of money!

What was Tony's fiancee like?
> Nice enough, but . ... I
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3: Nothing to choose between them

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. nothing to choose between them
b.to say nothing of

c. nothing in particular

d. nothing short of

e. nothing for it

f. nothing to do with me

1. So, which one do you recommend? The Sony or the Phillips?
>To be honest, there's . . . . . . .. . .. They're both
excellent systems.

2.1 heard Josie was in a car accident. Is she all right?
>Yes, but it was aterrible crash. It's . . ... . ... ... .. a miracle that she
survived. Two of her friends were killed.

3. What did you do at the weekend?
>Oh, .. ... -just a bit of housework, a bit of television,
that sort of thing.

4. Your friend Barry must be very well off.
He dresses like a film star.
> | know. Armani suits, Rolex watch
R the Porsche
outside.

5. His passport was out of date? So,
what did you do?
>Wdl, therewas . . . ... .. . .
______ but to go on my own.

6. Who spilt this coffee on my desk?
Was it you, Phil?
>No, it's . .. ... ...,
""" ! Ask Robert. ‘I don’t like the colour. I don't like the style

to say nothing of the fact they’re far too big!”

4: Revision
Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

Nothingto . = = | home about.

it . to nothing.

| next to nothing.

It was nothing . . = | of a disgrace.

It's nothing of the . . = = .

There's nothingto . = = | between the two.
There's nothing = = = | it but to complain.
My car is nothing but =~ =

_______ nothing to it.

CONOIAWN R

Do you always carry your plansthrough, or do they sometimes come to nothing?
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Unit 108 Ekallgle!

1: First things first

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a.first  things first

b. there's only one thingfor it

C. it'sjust one of those things

d. it's been one thing after another
e. first thing in the morning

f. got a thing about

g. a thing of the past

h. know a thing or two about ...

1. Here's the report you wanted. Do you want to discuss it now?

>Yes, but . ... ... , how was your holiday?
2. I'm afraid the train's gone. The next one's in two hours!
>Two hours? Right, =~ ... .. Well have to get a taxi.

3. You look exhausted!
> The phone hasn't stopped ringing; we've had more problems in the past hour
than we usually have in aweek! =~ . .
4. Have you seen those new mini-discs? Are they basically the same as CDs?
> No, they're much better. CDs will soonbe =~ .. .. ..
5. When will al the plans be ready, Fiona?
> Don't worry, Bill, they'll be withyou =~ .. ... .. .. ...
6. I'm meeting the chief executive of Charisma Records tomorrow.

>Whatever you do, don't be late. He's . . . . . . . . | punctuality.
7. I'm having a few problems with my car. | think it's the clutch.
>Tak to Richard. He . . . . ... ... ... cars.
8. We drive all the way here to find the shop has closed early. Typical!
>Never mind . . .. ... We can come back next week.

2. It's not the done thing

Add one of the following fixed expressions to each situation below:

a. It's not the done thing.
b. There's no such thing.
c. It'sjust the thingfor (a cold).
d. It amounts to the same thing.

1. Don't blow your nose in public inJapan . . ... . ...
2. Drink this. Youll fed much better . ... . ... ...
3. Living together? Married? What's the difference? ... ... . . . |
4. Do | believe in ghosts? Of coursenot .~~~ .

Can you think of anything in your culture which is not the done thing?
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3: All things considered

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. the first thing e. a nhear thing
b. make a big thing about it f. seeing things
c. all things considered g. do your own thing
d. the thing is h. onto a good thing

1. The weather was a bit disappointing; thejourney wasn't easy, but == == === =
_____________________ , we had a good time.

2. Whoops! Be careful. Thatwas =~ . . . = = = . I Didn't you see that bike coming?

3. I'd love to come to the concert, but . . . . . ... . .. . I'm a bit short of money
at the moment.

4. Sorry, | can't help you. | don't know = . .~ . . . about cameras.

5. Wdll, I think really short green hair suits me. | like it and that's the main thing.
After all, it's my hair, sostop . . = = = | sucha ... ... ... . ... . ... !

6. Everyone wants to go camping except me, so I'mjust goingto . . . . . . ... ...

7. My brother'sjust got ajob in the Middle East with a great salary, all
accommodation and three return flights a year.
> |t sounds likehe's . . ... there.

P

“Richard thinks he knows a thing or two about cars.”

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. first things . . 6. dlthings . = . =

2. onething after =~ .~ . . 7. itwasa . . . | thing
3.ontoa . . ... thing 8. justoneof = . things
4. first thinginthe =~~~ 9. athingofthe . =
5.justdomy . = | thing 10. it'snotthe =~ . = = thing

Do you follow the crowd or do your own thing?
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Shlimlsiel To + infinitive

1: Tocapitall

Match the two halves of these idiomatic expressions:

l.tocap . .~ . . . . . . . . .  _ a along story short
2.totellyou =~~~ . b.insult to injury

3. to set C. in a nutshell

4. to add .. . . . . . . . . . . d thetruth

5.tocut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e matters worse

6. to say f. the record straight
7.tomake . . g.ital

8.toputit . . . . . . h the least

Now use these these expressions in the following sentences:

9.1 found Tim sitting in my office with his feet on my desk, using my phone, and,
, he'd finished the crossword in my newspaper!

10. I've been very depressed recently. . .~ . ... , it's been so bad
I've been thinking of getting professional help.
11. They met, they fdl inloveand .. == . .. .. . . , they got married

six months later.
12.1 left home late, the traffic was terrible and then, . . . .. . . ... ... .. . . ,
| had a puncture on the motorway. That's why I'm so late.
13.1 was involved in an accident last week. My car was a write-off. | only had a small

our best year ever!

15. Before we do anything else, I've read the notes from our last meeting and | want
______________________ immediately. | did not, repeat not, criticise the
Chairman.

16. They told me | was too old for thejob, and then, .~ . . . . ,

they offered it to somebody who was less than a year younger than me!

2: Leaves a lot to be desired

Notice these infinitives, which are always passive. Use them below:

a. not to be sniffed at
b. leaves a lot to be desred
c. a lot to be saidfor
d. remains to be seen

1.The food in this restaurant . . . . . .. ... ... ... . .. .. .. | won't be back!

2. | get an extra £75 if | work at weekends and that's . ... ... ... . .

3. Frank said he'll meet us outside the school no later than seven but whether or not
hewill, = .. ... ... ... ... ... . He's never on time.

4. There's . . . ... working for a year before going to university.

232



3: To put it mildly

Use the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a.to be fair e. nothing to write home about
b. to put it mildly f. nothing to speak of
C. to be honest g. not to mention
d. to sum up h. to say nothing of
1. I'm going to Cannes this summer. You've been there, haven't you?
>Yes, it'sexpensive, . . ... I Butit's alovely place.
2. Do you like Indian food?
>| don't want to offend you, but = = = perfectly = . . . ,1 don't really.

3. Yourjourney was OK, | hope - no problems?
> No. The motorway was a bit busy, but ... ...
4.1 don't like Jerry at all. He's loud and he's often rude to other members of staff.
> | know what you mean, but =~ =~ , he's one of the best workers here.
5. You can see that Rachel's rich - her clothes, herjewellery, not =~ = = . |
the brand new Mercedes.
6. So what did you think of your first big London musical ?
>To be honest with you, itwas .~ .. . .. .. I've
seen better on Broadway.
7.1 realy don't like meetings in the Birmingham office. The place is so enormous.
_________________________ the dreadful coffee they give you!
8. Now, I've given you all the arguments for and against going into this new market.
and | can't be more honest, | think you would be crazy to go

Note: Another way of saying to be honest is to befrank.

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the final words:

1. tocapit _ _ _ _ _ _ 6. to make matters . . .

2. tocutalongstory =~ . . . 7.nothing to write home . = =
3. tosettherecord = . . . . . 8. remainstobe . . = .

4, leavesalottobe = . . . . . 9. theresalottobesad .. .. .. .
5.toaddinsultto .~ .~ . 10.toputitina . . = . .

5. Check some literal meanings

Find words from the idioms in this unit to complete the following:
1.1 had to stop playing tennis because of aknee = . === = .

2. Ifyou = = four and eleven, you get fifteen.

3.A person is honest and direct with opinions.

4. To suggest that only men should be managersisan = = = = = to women.
5. Wetalk about . . . . . . | cheese, weather, punishments, surprise.

6. Some people . . . = = when they have a cold.

Have you ever paid a lot of money for a meal which, in the end, left a lot to be
desired?
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Sl lImRI Top and Bottom

1: Literal meanings

Fill in the following words in the definitions below:
blew pit list rock bet voice

1. Before | go shopping, | always makea . . . = = | in case | forget what | need.
2.1 sometimes = = = on horses. | usually lose more than | win.

3. If you dig deep into the ground, sooner or later you will meet solid . == = =
4. Terrorists . . . . . up a government building in the city centre last night.

5. My sister has a wonderful singing = . = = . .

6. A large, deep hole in the ground - where coal is mined, for example - is called a

2. Top or bottom?

Complete the idiomatic expressions using top or bottom:

1.When my dad saw what I'd done to the car, he really blew his == == ===

2. Money keeps disappearing from the shop. | don't know who it is but I'm going to
gettothe . = = . of it.

3. Steve needs help. His marriage has broken up and he's drinking heavily again.
He's hitrock . . ... .. . .

4.1 can't stand nightclubs. The music's much too loud. You have to shout at the

of your voice just to order a drink.

5 Whenthe . . . . . .. fel out of the micro-processor market, lots of small
companies went bust.
6. | don't actually know how much it costs to fly to Brazil, but off the =~~~ = = = = of

my head, I'd say it's at least £500.
7. Every month | have problems paying the bills .

- gas, electricity, phone, rent. | try to be careful { o -

with money, butthe . . . . . . . . lineis, : C//@/Nﬂ‘%ﬁﬁ_ /b

| just don't earn enough to make ends meet. ”’_Léi@ﬁg:
8. My boyfriend's crazy about football. 1 d

There's a match on TV this evening

and you can bet your. . .. =
dollar he'll be watching it.

"You can bet your bottom
dollar Smonwill be 9
watching thematch.” P e iy Y

Note: We talk about someone being top of the class in school while someone else
is bottom of the class. We talk of a top-of-the-range Mercedes, meaning the most
expensive. In business, we talk of the top end and bottom end of the market,
meaning the most luxurious and the cheapest goods.
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3. On top of the world

Use these idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a.from top to bottom e. on top of that

b. on top of me f. top of the list

c. on top of each other g. on top of the world
d. over the top h. thin on top

1.1 hear your daughter's getting married, Rachel.
> Yes, in November. She's so excited. She's . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ...
2. | hear you want to find somewhere else to live, Joe.
I'd like to, yes, but I'm not looking too hard at the moment = ... =~ . = .
right now is finding a new job.
3. | can't believe Martin is only 34. He looks at least ten years older than that.
> | know. It's because he'sgoing . . . ... .. .
4. Have you found your purse yet?

> No, and I've searched the house . . . . . . . ... .. . .. . . | must have lost it.
5. You need a bigger place to live, don't you? Five of you, in that small flat!
>Yes, we need more space. Were . . ... most of the time.

6. | haven't heard from you for a few weeks, Kate. Is everything all right?
> Not really. | don't know what's wrong. Everything seems to be getting
____________________ at the moment. I'm a bit depressed.

7.1 think Muriel goesabit = .. ... .. . . at times. | mean, turning up
to work in an Armani suit! Who's she trying to impress?

8. ISP Munich have faxed to say they're going to be a month late with their payment.
>Yes, | know. And . .. .. .. ... ... ... , they've asked for more discount.
Note: Sometimes people say: Oh, come on, that's a bit OTT. This is short for over
the top. It means you think the person is exaggerating or has gone too far.

4: Revision

Write the idioms in this unit opposite the meanings below using the words in
brackets:

1. absolutely certain (bet). . . . .
.asagquess (head). .
. find the truth (bottom) . . . .
looked everywhere (search). = . . . .
. exaggerated (top). . = . . . o o S
. the first priority (list). . . . .
. as emotionally low as possible (rock) .. ... . ...
. not much hair (thin) .~ .

ONOUTA WN

Do you like to wear clothes which other people might think are a bit over the
top?
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Unit 111 RYEINA

1: Meanings

In English there are many different words used as intensifies. They make an
adjective stronger. For example, totally different, absolutely ridiculous, utterly
stupid. Some adjectives have their own intensifiers which very often go with
them. Some are very obvious:

bone dry razor sharp paper thin
Others are less obvious:
stark naked brand new

They all have one thing in common. You cannot guess them. You have to learn
the words together as a single expression.

2: Brand new

Complete the situations below with these collocations:

a. wide awake
. pitch  black
brand new
.fast asleep
. dirt cheap
rock bottom.

. dead easy
bone dry

1. Can | borrow your camera for the weekend?
> OK, but please be careful withit. It's ... ...
2. | rang you about ten o'clock last night. Where were you?
>| wentto bed early. lwas . .. ... . by ten. Sorry.
3. It's been along day. You must be very tired.
>Actudly, | fed. . . Shall we go out?
4. Are those new jeans you're wearing?
>Yes. | got them in the States. Clothesare . . ... .. .. = .. . . over there.
5. I've never seen the euro so low, have you?
>No, it'srealy hit = ... . . . at the moment.
6. | can't see athing. Switch the light on.
> | can't find the light switch. It's .~ ... . . . in here.
7. Those clothes are probably still a bit wet, aren't they?
> No, actually, they're .. .. .
8. I'm really worried about my oral.
> Oh, don'tworry. It's =~ . . It's the composition you need to
worry about!

Note: Instead of fast asleep, you can also say sound asleep. You can be dead
lucky or dead right.

O

SQ ™o ao
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3. Broad daylight

Put the following expressions
in the sentences below:

a. blind drunk

b. crystal clear

c. stark naked

d. rock hard

e. paper thin

f. broad daylight

g. razor sharp

h. bitter end

i. stone deaf “And there I was — stark naked!”

j. wide open
1. My sister was robbed in the street last week in . .~ . . !
2. And suddenly there was the window cleaner, and l was = . . = . = .= = . . !
3.You have to shout at my grandmother. She's . . ... ... ... . = .
4.1 can't understand people who celebrate things by getting . . ...~ ...
5. Who left thedoor. . . . . ] ? It's freezing in here!
6.1 spent most of my holiday in Greece swimming. The seawas . . . == . == .
7.1 watched an awful film last night. | should have just switched it off but |
watched it until the =~ to see what happened. | wish | hadn't.
8. Thewdlsof my flaaare . ... . . . . You can hear everything.
9. Be careful with that knife. It's . ... . ... ... . ... ..
10. This bread's lovely when it's fresh but next day itgoes . . .=~ . . .. .. . .

Three of the expressions above can be used in a more metaphorical way. Choose
which expressions complete these sentences:

1. This computer manual is brilliant. All the instructionsare .~ .~ . ... ..

2. He's abrilliant lawyer witha =~~~ . . . mind.

3. If you say controversial things like that in public, then you leave yourself
_________________ to criticism.

4: Revision

Try to complete these expressions first without looking at the exer cises:

T open o . clear

2 cheap 5 awake

3. drunk 12 asleep

4. the = = = | end 3. bottom

5. . daylight 14 easy

6. . . black s naked

7T deaf 6 . thin

8. . . sharp iz new

Q9 dry i’ hard

Are you always sound asleep at 3 o'clock in the morning or are you sometimes
wide awake?
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Unit 112 RWEW

1: Different meanings

Way is a very common word in English with many uses and different meanings:

1. You can see the literal meaning in Could you tell me the way to the bank from
here?

2. Way can also mean ‘'distance': It's a long way to Tipperary.

3. It can also mean 'method’ or 'style' as in Frank Sinatra's famous song 'l'll do
it my way.

2. Pave the way

Use these idiomatic expressions in the sentences below:

a. work your way to the top
b. have a way with words

C. go out of your way

d. have it both ways

e. meet you halfway

f. pave the way

g. set in your ways

h. keep out of someone's way
i. stand in someone's way

j- way off course

the Prime Minister's visit later this month.

2. My boss is very traditional. It's extremely difficult to get him to make any changes
because he'sso . . . . ... ... ...

3. It's taken me a long time to get where | am in the company. | started as an office
cleckk and slowly. =~~~ ... . It took a lot of hard work.

4.£400 istoo muchso Il .~ . .. .. . Let's say £350.

5. My mother can persuade people to do ailmost anything. She . ... . .. . . . =

6.1 personally think you should go to university. But if you really want to leave
school and get ajob, l won't . . . . ... . . .

7. Let's get back to what we're meant to be talking about. Weve strayed . . . .
8. I'm never going to help Peter again. 1. ... .. . to make
time to help him fix his car yesterday and not aword of thanks! Nothing at all.
9. You'll have to choose between a wage rise or shorter hours. You can't . . = = = = .

10. Martin'sinabad mood so | would =~ . . . . .. . if | wereyou.
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3: The other way round

Fill in the following idiomatic expressions in the situations below:

a. either way e. that way

b. to my way of thinking f. by the way

c. the other way round g. in a way

d. on the way h. come a long way

1. So we'll have the finance meeting on Monday and the planning meeting on
Wednesday. Is that agreed then?

>Wouldn't it be better to havethem . . . . . ... ... ... ... ?
2. When do you want to talk about your idea? Now or after work?
> After work would be better- = . . . . . . . it wouldn't matter if we needed

more time to discuss everything.
3. When do you want to meet? Today after work or tomorrow morning?
>| don'tmind . ... ... ...
4. Have you got any children?
>Twoandone . . . . ... . ... ... ... ... It's due in three weeks, actually.
5. It only costs £98 on the train to Paris. That's £50 less than going by plane.
> £98 is dill very expensive . .
6. | remember the days your company employed only five people, and that included
you and your wifel Now it's around two thousand, isn't it?
>That'sright. Weve . ... since those early days.
7. OK Jeff, see you on Monday. Have a good weekend.
>Thanks. Youtoo. Oh, . . . ... . .. .. .. ... .. ...
I'm coming in late on Monday. I've got
an appointment at the dentist.
8. They've finally got rid of Bruce, and,
______________ , I'm not surprised.
He had a nasty habit of rocking the boat.

4: Revision

Find the wrong word in these idioms ;
and correct it: “Oh, by the way, just watch out for Bruce.
He’s always rocking the boat.”

1.1 gradually worked my way to the bottom.

2. If that's what you want, | won't walk in your way.
3. He's got a way with sentences.

4. She's very solid in her ways.

5. You can't make it both ways.

6. | went out from my way to help her.

7. Weve come a short way in the last two years.

8. | don't mind neither way.

Which, to your way of thinking, is more important - good qualifications or a lot
of practical experience?
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SlimhkEy \Word

1: A man of his word

Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences below:

a. troublefrom the word go d. by word of mouth
b. lost for words e. too awful for words
c. a man of his word f. wordfor word

1.1 don't think you need to worry about Stuart
changing his mind. He's . . . . = .

2. Never buy anything second-hand. | bought
a second-hand fridge a month ago and it
was trouble . . .. ...

3. My sister should have been a lawyer. She's
got an amazing memory for what people say.
She can repeat what you said last week

4. We don't have much of an advertising budget.
We don't really need one since most
of our customers hear about us

T i,
“It’s been trouble from the word go.”

Happy customers are the best advertisements.

5.1 told Kevin | was leaving because I'd never worked for anyone as stupid as him.
He didn't say anything at all. For once hewas . . .= . . ... .. . . .

6. | saw a motorbike accident yesterday. It was terrible. | fed sick when | think
aboutit. Itwas . ... ... ... ...

2: Famous last words!

Complete the dialogues using these expressions:

a. In a word,

b. In other words,

c. Famous last words!

d. Actions speak louder than words.

e. You took the words right out of my mouth.

1. Don't worry, the meeting will be finished no later than four o'clock.
> I Well be lucky to be out of here by 7!
2.1 don't know about you, but I reckon we should stop for lunch.

3. So, do you like my ideas or not?

> - no! | can't speak plainer than that!
4. These new advertisements are confusing, difficult to read, and too expensive.
> , do | take it you don't like them very much?

5. 1 know we had to have someone new at the top, but Andrew Mitchell seems to be
al talk to me. | suppose it's early days.
> Yes, well have to wait and see results. You know what they say: . .= =~ =
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3: Don't breathe a word

Put the correct verb in the following idiomatic expressions:

say have eat get know take (2) breathe
a. ... someone's word for it e just . . the word
b aword in edgeways f. don't . . . a word
c. don't . . ] the meaning of theword g = . = == . someone at their word
d. .= a quick word with someone h your words

Now use the expressions in these situations:

1. Tdll me what you know about the changes that are being planned.
>OK, butdon't . ... ... of this to anyone. It's confidential.

2. Paul, 1 might need you to give me a lift to the station a bit later. Is that OK?
> Sure, no problem. Just . .. ...

3. Can | have a break for a coffee? This work is quite tiring.
>Tiring?You . . . . .. ... I ' You should try doing my job!
Then you would know what ‘'tiring’ meant!

4. Yes, Jff, what can | do for you?
>Canljust . .. ... about what is going to happen over the
holiday period?

5. Mary was always saying how we could borrow their villa in Portugal if we wanted,
SOl . and asked if we could use it for the last
two weeks in June. | think she was a bit surprised.
> | bet she was! It serves her right for always going on about it!

6. | was against Sally when she was appointed. | didn't think she was up to thejob

and | said so, butl'vehadto . .. . ... ... .. .. . ... . She's been a great
success.

7. I've never known anyone talk as much as Wendy. Shejust doesn't stop.
> | know. Youjustcan't . . ... , canyou?

8. You'vejust got to try these sheep's eyes. They're absolutely delicious!
S !

4: Revision

Look back at the idioms in this unit and add the missing words:

1. Il takeyourword . = = = it 6 the word go

2 ... word of mouth 7. word . . . .. word

3. put ... a good word for you 8. aman . = | his word
4, getaword = = | edgeways 9. lost = = .= words

5. . aword - no 0 ... other words

In what sort of situations might you be lost for words?

241



SIIImAr® Review Unit

86. All

1. When all's said and .= = . I'm glad | went.
2. I'll arrive at six, al ... . well.

3. There were ten of us all.

4. 1 knew al ... . you'd pass your exams.

5. The party was al .... by ten o'clock.

6. I'mtired. It'sbeen al ... . today.

87. And 1

. | just want a bit of peace and . .. ..

. I'msick and . ... of your complaining.
. You'l just have to wait and

. Every relationship has its ups and

. I'm Scottish - born and : .

. You're not in a position to pick and

88. And 2

1. I've thought . ... and hard about this.

. That's unusual in this .... and age.

. I've searched . ... and low for my keys.
. There are .... and cons to living here.
. | stay with my parents . ... and again.
. It'salong process of ... . and error.

89. Back

1. | know Paris like the back of my.

2. You deserve a .. .. on the back.

3. You.... myback and I'll .... yours.
4. WeIl put that idea on the back

5. It's like . ... off a duck's back.

6. Bob talks about you . ... your back.

90. Cut

1. You could cut the atmosphere with a
2. | was never cut . ... to be an actor.
3. Tocutalong .... short.

4. Do it properly. Don't cut

5. | said hello but hejust cut me

6. Leave at 3? That's cutting it a bit

91. End

1. Don't worry. It's not the end of the

2. I'vehad . ... end of trouble with my car.
3. | stayed until the .... end.

4. I've got afew .... ends to tie up at work.
5. You've got the wrong end of the

6. No. You can't go. End of . ... !

OCUDWN R
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3. A holiday will do you the ....
4. My car's seen better = =
5. 1 paid good . ... for this.

6. The sooner, the . . . .

92. Fall
. We 4| just fdl .... laughing.
- MY warning fdl on ... . ears.

3- Jo's marriage is faling apart at the . = .

4. Thisjobjust fdl intomy = = .
5. 1 fdl onmy ... . getting thisjob.
6. The plans are dl faling into = = =

93. Good/Better/Best

1- Pete'sin Spain, tothebest of my = = .
2. Better safe than . . . .
of good.

94. Ground

. We're .... ground on our competitors.

. Maths teachers are .... on the ground.
We always .... the same old ground.
Social work suits her .... to the ground.
. You're working yourself . ... the ground.
I've got agood . ... in the basics.

95. Half

1. I've got half a .... to complain.

I'd love to visit Venice, given halfa = = =
3. Here'sthe hill. Let's .... halves.

4. Haf the .... with you is, you don't think.
5

6
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. | don't know if you'rejoking half the = =
. | Ieft the cinema halfway . ... the film.

96. Know

1. I don't know .... you but I'm tired.

2. Simon knows a .... or two about CDs.

3. Assoon as herings, I'll .... you know.

4. 1 know this book inside . . ..

5.1 don't know whether I' m coming or. . . =

6 was | to know you needed a lift?
97. Life

1. | had the .... of my life

2. The war resulted in huge . ... of life

3. There were people from al ... . of life
4 isthe spice of life.

5. Members of Parliament are al in ... . life.
6

. Even the .... of life couldn't save him.




98. Light and Heavy

1. Let'sjust have alight .. .. for lunch.

2. I'm alight 1 wake up very easily.

3. I'm exhausted. I've had areally heavy ....
4. Sorry I'm late. The .. .. was really heavy.
5. There was very heavy . ... last night.

6. | fed terrible with this heavy.

99. Like

1. I've got a memory like a .
2. She spends money like there's no
3. | felt like afish out of.

4. Are you OK? You look like death .. o up

5. He came down on me like a . ... of bricks.

6. It's like water off a duck's

100. Line

. We're thinking . ... the same lines.

. Reading . ... thelines, | think he's upset.
. He dtill hasn't .... on the dotted line.

. Youve got to ... . the line somewhere.

. Il seeif she'sfree . . . theline, please.

. You have to———the line in this company.
101. Lose and L ost

1. Go on. Ask her. Youve got . ...
2. Don't lose any ... . over it.

3. There'sno ... . lost between them.
4. Sorry. | just lost track of

5. | was shocked. | was lost for

T
| need tolose . . .

O NDWN R

to lose.

.G’:

,
1 tting fat.
m getting
102. No

1 TnPTf!*A no nlj-ifAf liKfA
'n T . 3

2. Nosuch....!

0 ) " 1

3. My carsgiven meno ... . of problems.

4. There's no time like the

5. There's no ... . phoning Pam. Shes away
6. It'sno .... he smells He goes fishing.
103. Of

1. Wehada. ... of complaints.

2. The whole story wasjust a of lies.
3. He came out with a string of . .
4. This room could do with a .. .. of paint.

5. Justa. ... ofwarning! Keep away from it.
6. A ... of soda?

104. Or

1. Believeitor ..... I'm going to Australia.

2. You're coming whether you . ... it or not.
3. | didn't know whether to laugh or

4. Sooner or ... . you'll have an accident.
5. It'sasink or ... . situation.

6. It takes an hour, give or ... . five minutes.

105 Point

Spellmg is not one of my ... . points.

2- ® refused point. . . . . . . " to hel p.

3. That'sabitofa ... . point.

4. Please will you get ... . the point.
5. | agree .... to a point.

6. That's completely . ... the point.
106. Side

1. You got out of .... on the wrong side.
2. She lives on the .. .. side of town.
3. Don't get on the .... side of Tina.
4. Hurry up! .... isnot on our side.
5. Cheer up! Look onthe .... side.
6. Tel me your side of the S

107. Something, Anything, Nothing

i. Tnat man is .... but trouble.
2. Why don't you try to make .. ..
3 you're always cross about . ...
4 mch?Me?Fm______of the sort
5 Thehotdwas ________to AN

6 Thejourn€y takes up to an hour.

jQg Thing
» nlringyou
2 ) don>t knQW the

3 Ksbeen
4 M ft

of yourself?
or other.

home about

thmg tomorrow-
thing about mgby
tMng after &nother today
nl arriye around 4

N
) IRR]

5. Cassette tapes are a th| ng of the . = .

n Tn [ oty e c

6. It s sad but it s1ust oneO0l.... things.

1_0_9. To + tnfinitive

1. To teIIJyou the . . . | don't like blondes.

2. To cut al’on%; storg/ ey | decieleel to stay.

it mildly.

31 Monaco is exPensive_ to
4, Your work leaves a lot to be

> Toputitina .
6. £600 aweek is not to be sniffed = . . .

110. Top and Bottom

Lo offthe v of my , I'd guessit's £35.

2. Things are getting on top——me at work.
5. ™M happy- I'm on top of the. . . . .

4. My dadis going 2 pit .... on top.

5. The bottom . ... is, we can't afford to go.
6. She was shouting at the top of her = = .
HIl. Very*

1- Clothes are dirt . ... in the States.
2. The door's wide . ... again.
3. Karen's got arazor .... mind.

4. | was wide . ... at six o'clock this morning.
5. It's pitch .... in here. | can't see athing.
6. This bread isrock . . . .
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112. Way

1. My mother isvery . ... in her ways.
2. £20 is very expensive, to my way of
3. Hewent . ... of hisway to help me.
4. Fiona's got away . ... words.

5. Wevecomea. . . . way intenyears.
6. You can't haveit ... . ways.

SUAwWN

113. Word

1. You took the words right out of my. =~ . .
| canputina... . word for you.

Canl .... aquick word with you?

David isaman of ... . word.

Please don't .... aword of this to anyone.
If you need me, just . ... the word.



SECTION 5

Index of Expressions

The numbers refer to the unit in which the idiom is taught.

about It'll be all right on the night. 50
You've got to keep your wits about you. 47 It's all hands on deck. 6
accounts It's all in your mind. 39
By all accounts he's pretty good. 86 It's all over now, so go home. 86
acquainted It's all over your face. 26
I'm not very well acquainted with it. 60 It's all up in the air. 51
action It's all yours. 86
Actions speak louder than words. 113 Ifsbeen all go in the office today. 86
add It's been difficult all along the line. 44
Itjust doesn't add up. 63 it's open all year round. 86
That added more fuel to the fire. 28 Not 2" ajj 99
To add insult to injury, they didn't even say she-son the go all day 83
thankyou. 49’ 109 Therewere flve of us all told 86
advantage Theystopped aU 0f a sudden- 86
He's trying to take advantage of you. 54, 68 W r eall in the same boat 6
afford When all's said and done. 86
A1 can't afford more than aweek off. 1 youcan>t win them au 50

You mustn't put all your eggs in one basket. 74
He s a man after my own heart. 34

n .
We meet up now and’again. 82 | knew it all along. 86

You can say that'agair. 48" ambition

age Y gain. Her burning ambition was to be an actress. 28,
The golden age of drama. 38
It's unusual in this day and age. 82 ancient

. That's ancient history now. 61
He's abreath of fresh air here. 52 and  (see pages 188 _ 191a

| felt as if | was walking on air. 66 angling
It's all upinthe air. 51 Hers ang!is o' something. 29
We need to clear the air. 72 another
U It's been one thing after another. 83
By all accounts he's pretty good. 86 Tomorrow's another day. 50, 82
By all means help yourself. 86 You've got another think coming. 81
He was drunk, and to cap it all, he'd been ants
drinking my wine. 109 He's got ants in his pants. 14
| knew it all along. 86 anything
| want to get away from it all. 59 Don't take anything for granted. 47
| won't, ifit's al the same to you. 86 He'll do anything for a quiet life. 70
I'll tell you once and for all. 40 apart
I'm all at seawithout her. 45 They're poles apart in sport. 75
I'm all fingers and thumbs. 27 arm
I'm all for doing it now. 86 I'd give my right arm for that. 16
It was a good day all in all. 86 OK, twist my arm. 68
It wasn't all it's cracked up to be. 57 Private education costs an arm and a leg. 16, 64
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arms
They are up in arms about it. 66
around
He's always throwing his weight around. 68
arrive
He thinks he's really arrived. 4
aside
| try to put a bit of money aside each month. 64
asleep
He's fast asleep. 76, 111
Sorry, | was half asleep. 76
The baby's sound asleep. |11
awake
It's late but I'm wide awake. |11
away
| want to get away from it all. 59
When the cat's away, the mice will play. 19
awful
| can't tell you - it's too awful for words. 113

baby

Don't throw the baby out with the bath water. 47

She's the baby of the family. 56
bachelor
Paul's a confirmed bachelor. 67

back (see pages 192 - 193)

At the back of my mind | know there's something

| shduld dd. 61
He backed the wrong horse. 41

They decided behind my back, when | was out of

the office. 16, 54
He really got my back up. 16
He stabbed me in the back. 8, 54
He'd give you the shirt off his back. 20
| expect that set you back a bit. 64
| got in through the back door. 19
| know London like the back of my hand. 60
| went back to the drawing board. 78
It's back to square one. 40
It's like water off a duck's back. 15, 45
Keep your back covered. 8
Let's put that on the back burner for awhile. 84
We came back to earth with a bump. 81
We're back on track now. 44 "
We've got our backs to the wall. 18
You backed the wrong horse. 35
You need eyes in the back of your head. 25
You'll soon be back on your feet. 58
backseat
He can be areal backseat driver. 67
I'm taking a backseat now. 23
bad
It left a bad taste in my mouth. 24
She's in abad way. 58
bag
It's in the bag. 51
Who let the cat out of the bag? 14

bail

The bank will bail us out. 6
bait

| won't rise to the bait. 29
ball

Don't drop the ball. 41
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Don't take your eye off the ball. 62
He's on the ball. 41
| want to start the ball rolling. 78
It's awhole new ball game. 41, 75
The ball's in their court. 41
They won't play ball. 41
They won't run with the ball. 41
balloon
Thejoke went down like a lead balloon. 38
bang
You're banging your head against a brick wall.
18,49
baptism
Itwas a Daptism of fire. 28, 55
bargain
j picked up a bargain yesterday. 64
itwas harder than | had bargained for. 81
bark
HisbarklIsworsethanhisbite- 50
You're barking up the wrong tree. 62
barrel
You're scraping the bottom of the barrel. 57
base
Fmgoing to touch base for awhile 41
basket
N . | R | + T™M
Dont put all your eggs in one basket. 30, ;El
bat
Hewent off like a bat out of helL 77
1 didn>t bat an eyelid- 25

DTM'l throw the baby out A the bath water: 47

baton

Hehanded me the baton. 9
batteries

L needed to racharge my batteries. 59
battle

Weire having a battle with the director. 2

bear
nlbear tnat In mind_ 39> 61

The campaign bore fruit. 11

beat
Stop beating about the bush. 47, 53
| ''k¢ places off the beaten track. 59
Itbeats me why he did it. 63

beck

I'm not at your beck and call. 68
bed

Life's not a bed of roses. 55
bee

He's got a bee in his bonnet. 14
beetr oot

| went as red as a beetroot. 22
behind

They decided behind my back. 16, 54
They decided behind closed doors. 18
They got left behind. 79
believe
Believe it or not, I've won! 81
| believe you, millions wouldn't. 40
| couldn't believe my eyes. 81
| don't believe a word of it. 54



bell
His name rings a bell. 61
Saved by the bell. 41
below
It was below par. 57
That was below the belt. 41
belt
That was below the belt. 41
We had to tighten our belts. 20, 64
bend
That noise is driving me round the bend. 23, 49
benefit
1 gave him the benefit of the doubt. 51, 70
best
I've got your best interests at heart. 34
They think he's the best thing since sliced
bread. 30
bet
You can bet your bottom dollar he's in the bar
now. 110

Detter
It's seen better days. 57
Things can only get better. 50
Two heads are better than one. 40
between

Just between )gou and me, she's pregnant. 53
. f e
You have to read between the lines. 71
bide
You will learn to bide your time. 47

o T . . ™
]r:,!,,es' ablig fish in"a small pond. 29
They had’a big hand in‘it. '32"”

bill
T3 JH,- i it i 1,,a tii ov
I dont think that will fit the bill. 80

™
) . . ) [N Cy 1y n
The doctor gave me a clean bill of health. 58
Who's going to foot the bill? 16, 31
bird
A little bird told me. 15
He's an early bird. 15
We killed two birds with one stone. 15, 40
Birds of a feather flock together. 15
pJdJd.
He does go on a bit. 53
| expect that set you back a bit. 64
It's a bit of a gamble. 5
We've got the bit between our teeth. 35
bite
He bit my head off. 24
He realises now that he's bitten off more than he
can chew. 24, 55, 62
His bark is worse than his bite. 50
Once bitten, twice shy. 40
You're very lucky to get a second bite at the
cherry. 24
bits
You must be thrilled to bits. 66
bitter
People started leaving at 12, but we stayed until
the bitter end. 111
black
It's ablack picture. 21
He gave me a black eye. 21

He gave me a black look. 21

1 want it in black and white. 21

| was black and blue all over. 22

I'm the black sheep of the family. 14, 21, 56
That sharp bend in the road is a well-known
accident black spot. 21

It's pitch black with the light off. 111

My account's in the black. 21

The black economy is growing. 21

W ank
My mind went blank. 61
blanket
Don't be such a wet blanket. 67
blaze
Therewas a Waze of PUb”City- 28
blazing
wehad a Dlazing row. 28
blessing
stwas a blesslng in disJuise- 81
blind
Everyone at the party was blind drunk. I11
Thepolice turned ablind eye to it 25_ 70
blink
Thew Js Qn the Wjnk in 69
blinkered

o [T [T ’

He s too blinkered to see what s staring him in

the face. 3
block
oW peads on the block. 33, 74
I'ts this years blfockbuster. 71
blood

Blood is thicker than water. 56

PR

I was spittinsg ’bI’ood. 66
r

)
our ow flesh and

y »

Its diff"erem w,hen ns
blood: 56

Kslike etlinS blood out of a stone: 55
The,, killed him in cold blood: 43
ThinSsllkethatmake m? blood boilL 66

blow
He blew his top when he saw the damage to his
new car_ 661 110
Wasacrushing blow. 17
blue

Hearrived out of the blue. 22, 81
He's our blue-eyed boy. 22

| €€ ™M once in a blue moon. 22, 82
! was black and blue all over_ 22

Didn't you know it was a blue movie? 22
She screamed blue murder. 22
You can ask until you're blue in the face, but I'm
not giving in. 22, 26
bluff
I'll bluff my way in the real world. 5
board
Everyone's on board. 6
| went back to the drawing board. 78
boat
Don't rock the boat. 6, 84
I'm afraid you've missed the boat. 62
We're all in the same boat. 6, 69, 75
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bob
She's not short of a bob or two. 65
body
Over my dead body. 48
bold
He's as bold as brass. 38
bombard
Weve been bombarded with enquiries. 2
bone
Have you watered this? It's bone dry. |11

bones

| can fed it in my bones. 51
bonnet

He's got a bee in his bonnet. 14
boo

She wouldn't say boo to a goose. 15
book

She's an open book. 71
Try to stay in my good books. 72
You shouldn'tjudge a book by its cover. 71
It was aturn-up for the books. 81
bored
I was bored out of my mind. 39
We were bored to death. 37
born
He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 38
borrow
He's living on borrowed time. 58
both
I've been burning the candle at both ends. 83
You can't have it both ways. 112
bottom
You can bet your bottom dollar he's in the bar
now. 110
He promised to get to the bottom of the
mystery. 70, 110
I hit rock bottom when | lost my job. 110
Our prices are rock bottom in the summer
sale. |11
The bottom fel out of the market about the
beginningofDecember.110
The bottom line is, if you're not making money,
you're not doing your job. 110
The company's got to change from top to
bottom. 110
You're scraping the bottom of the barrel. 57
boy
He was the golden boy. 38
He's our blue-eyed boy. 22
That should sort out the men from the boys. 55
brains
| need to pick your brains. 60
I've been racking my brains. 61
brake
He put the brake on spending. 23, 77
branch
They branched out into other things. 11
They're opening a new branch soon. 84
brand
| bought a brand new camera. 111
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brass
He had the brass neck to say so. 38
He's as bold as brass. 38
We got down to brass tacks. 38
brave
She put a brave face on it. 16, 26
bread
Teaching's my bread and butter. 30
They think he's the best thing since dliced
bread. 30
breadline
They're living on the breadline. 30, 65
break
He comes from a broken home. 17, 56
| had a short break. 59
| normally break even with my betting. 64
| want to make a clean break. 52
It nearly broke my heart. 17, 34
They've broken up. 17
We had a drink to break the ice. 78
breaking-point
He's at breaking-point. 17
breath
He's a breath of fresh air here. 52
breathe
Don't breathe aword of this to anyone. 53, 113
They're breathing down my neck. 84
breeze
He breezed in this morning. 7
brewery
He couldn't organise a piss-up in a brewery. 60
brick
I'm banging my head against a brick wall. 18, 49
It's like talking to a brick wall. 18, 49, 53
She came down on me like a ton of bricks. 18
You're like a cat on hot bricks. 19
bridge
| don't want to burn my bridges. 28
That's water under the bridge now. 45
WEll cross that bridge when we come to it. 70
bright
Look on the bright side. 50
brighten
She'll soon brighten up. 7
bring
It brought the house down. 36
That really brought it home to me. 36
broad
They robbed the bank in broad daylight. 111
buck
You can't pass the buck. 68, 70
bud
You should nip the problem in the bud. 70, 78
buffers
We hit the buffers. 44
bull
It's like ared rag to abull. 22, 66
We took the bull by the horns. 14, 47, 70
bump
We came back to earth with abump. 81



burn
He's got money to burn. 65
As agirl, her burning ambition was to be an
actress. 28. 79
| don't want to burn my bridges. 28
I've been burning the candle at both ends. 83
We got our’fingers badly burnt when the market
crashed. 27, 62
burner
Let's put that on the back burner for a while. 84
bur
D{)n't bury your head in the sand. 16, 33, 70
They buried the hatchet. 73
bush
Don't beat about the bush. 47, 53
business

nn

Mlnd your own bu3| ness. 39

Teaching's my bread and butter. 30
You're trying to butter me up. 30
buy
He could buy and sell you. 65
cake
He wants to have his cake and eat it. 24
It's a piece of cake. 30, 55
That's the icing on the cake. 30
They're selling like hot cakes. 30, 43

| call the shots around here. 8, 68

I'm not at your beck and call. 68

Let's cal it a day. 78
camel

The straw that broke the camel's back. 14
candle

I've been burning the candle at both ends. 83
cannon

He's a loose cannon. 67

Cn

Get your thinking cap on. '20

He was drunk, and to cap it, al he'd been
drinking my wine. 109

capture
We want to capture a much bigger share of the
market. 2

carbon
It's a carbon copy of the last film. 75

cards
If you play your cards right you'll do well. 5

Its been on the cards for awhlle 5, 51

She hasn't got a care in the world. 66
car eer

He's climbing the career ladder. 84
carefully

It's a delicate area so tread carefully. 47, 74

carpet
They gave me the red carpet treatment. 22
They wanted to sweep it under the carpet. 70

carry

AN he sa,,s carries a lot ofweiSht 68

y
[
Dorit put the cart before the horse. 35

Takean umbreiiajUSt in case. 51

cast
WElIl have to cast our net wider. 29
casualties

Small businesses are the first casualties. 2
cat

Curiosity killed the cat. 19

Hethinks heis the catis whiskers. 19

That put the cat among the pigeons. 19, 69

There isn't acat in hell's chance. 19

™
1y

There |snt enough room to swing a cat. 14 19
There's more than one way to skin a cat. 19
They flght like cat and dog 1g 56 72
when the cat-s away the mice vM play- 19
Who let the cat out of the bag? 14
You'e like a cat on hot bricks. 19
catch
He's quite a catch. 29
I caught him red-handed. 22

Lwas caught in the crossfire. 8
Tiy to catch his aAan 25

Wgu gtcﬁ\tgte)rf?r %Peéﬂ? QP Bol 89 37
catnap

j had acatnap 19
cattv

That's avery catty thing to say. 19
caution

Throw caution to the wind. 7
cement

We need to cement our relationship. 18
chalk

WS RIS RHR Ak ad cheese. 75
chance

I'll take my chances. 5

There " a cat m helrs chance lg
change

A change is as good as a rest. 59

He had a change of heart. 34, 52

He won't change his ways. 52

I changed my mind. 52

| want a change of direction. 52

| wouldn't chan%e places with him. 52
madeanlcechan e 59

Let's change the subject 52

Isnt it time you changed your tune? 52
The place has changed out of all recognition. 52
Therestaurant chanJed hands last year. 32: 52
There was a change of plan. 52
There's been a sea change lately. 45

chase
They sent me on a wild goose chase. 14, 62
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cheap The news clouded the evening. 7

Everything's dirt cheap in Thailand. 64, 111 He's got his head in the clouds. 33
cheeky club
You're so cheeky. 16 Join the club. 75
cheese clue
It cheesed me off. 30 | haven't got a clue. 60
They're as different as chalk and cheese. 75 coat
We're like chalk and cheese. 56 One more coat of paint. 20
cherry coffin
You're very lucky to get a second bite at the The bill was the fina nail in the coffin. 78
cherry. 24 cold
chest He's a cold fish. 29
Get it off your chest. 16, 53 | wanted to come to the party with you, but | got
chew cold feet. 31, 43
He's bitten off more than he can chew. 24, 55, It left me cold. 43
62 It looked different in the cold light of day. 43
chicken They killed him in cold blood. 43
She's no spring chicken. 15 They left me out in the cold. 43
That's chickenfeed. 14 They poured cold water on my plans. 43
I've been running around like a headless Youll catch your death of cold. 37
chicken. 14 collar
Don't count your chickens before they're Don't get so hot under the collar. It's not that
hatched. 47 important. 43, 66
child The police collared him. 20
It's child's play. 55 White collar workers earn more. 21
chimney collision
She smokes like a chimney. 19 We're on a collision course. 10
chip colour
He's got a chip on his shoulder. 17 I'm a bit off-colour today. 58
chips colours
We work harder when the chips are down. 5 She passed with flying colours. 47
choose come
There's little to choose between them. 75 First come, first served. 40
circles He could talk until the cows come home. 36
We're going round in circles. 23 | don't know if I'm coming or going. 4
claws I'm going, come hell or high water. 45
She's got her claws into him. 19 It's a dream come true. 76
clean She came down on me like aton of bricks. 18
| want to make a clean break. 52 Things came to a head. 16
The doctor gave me a clean bill of health. 58 We came back to earth with a bump. 81
clear WEII cross that bridge when we come to it. 70
| want to clear up the misunderstanding. 3 You've come a long way since you started the
This contract is as clear as mud. 3 course. 112
This paragraph is not very clear. 3 You've got another think coming. 81
I'd steer clear of her. 23 comfortable
The water was crystal clear. 111 They're not exactly well of, but they're fairly
We need to clear the air. 72 comfortable. 65
clever coming
He's a clever dick. 67 She's an up and coming writer. 79
climb command
He's climbing the career ladder. 84 When I'm away my second in command takes
Well climb out of recession. 10 over. 8
close common
| could do it with my eyes closed. 25, 55 It's common sense. 60
It's a subject close to my heart. 34 company
They decided behind closed doors. 18 Two's company, three's a crowd. 40
We're close friends. 72 complain
We're sailing close to the wind. 74 | can't complain. 58
cloud compliments
Every cloud has a silver lining. 38 She's fishing for compliments. 29
He left under a cloud. 7, 69 conclusion
I'm on cloud nine at the moment. 40, 66 It's a foregone conclusion. 51
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condition

The car's in mint condition. 57

We were affected by adverse conditions. 10
confirm

Paul's a confirmed bachelor. 67
consequence

Il have to face the consequences. 26
contrary

On the contrary, I'm in favour of what you're

suggesting! 48
control

They regained control of the market. 10
cool

Keep cool - don't lose your temper. 43

She's as cool as a cucumber. 43

cooled

Their relationship has cooled. 7
copy

It's a carbon copy of the last film. 75
cor ner

I saw him out of the corner of my eye. 25
They've turned the corner now. 23
We're in atight corner. 69

corridors
Some peoplejust love being in the corridors of
power. 18

cost
Private medicine can cost an arm and a leg if
you're not insured. 16, 64

couch

He's a couch potato. 30
could

| could eat a horse. 24
count

Don't count your chickens before they're
hatched. 47
You can count the invitations I've had on the
fingers of one hand. 27, 32
course
I was way off course with my guess. 112
Il be with you in due course. 82
It's horses for courses. 35, 41
That's par for the course. 41
We're back on course to meet our sales targets.
6, 10
We're on a collision course, unless we change our
ideas. 10
court
The ball's in their court. 41
cover
| read it from cover to cover. 71
Keep your back covered. 8
You shouldn't judge a book by its cover. 71
COWS
He could talk until the cows come home. 36
crack
| got up at the crack of dawn today. 82
It wasn't all it's cracked up to be. 57
It's atough nut to crack. 55
cracking
We have to get cracking now. 78

cracks

They'rejust papering over the cracks. 70
crash

The Wall Street crash. 10

| crashed out on the sofa. 76

The market is going to crash again. 23
creek

Now we're up the creek. 69

crest

She's on the crest of awave. 42
crop

Thisyear's crop of graduates. 11
Cross

Fingers crossed! 50

I'm keeping my fingers crossed. 27

The thought never crossed my mind. 39

We got our wires crossed. 63

We were talking at cross purposes. 63

WEll cross that bridge when we come to it. 70
cross-fertilisation

We rely on the cross-fertilisation of ideas. 11
crossfire

| was caught in the crossfire. 8

crossroads

My career is at a crossroads. 4, 23
crow

It's a mile as the crow flies. 15
crowd

Two's company, three's a crowd. 40
crush (noun)
| had a crush on my teacher when | was at
school. 73
crushing (adjective)
It was a crushing blow. 17
cry
| need a shoulder to cry on. 72
It's a far cry from what I'm used to. 75
crystal
The water was crystal clear. |11
cucumber
He's as cool as a cucumber. 30, 43
cuff
Just speak off the cuff. 20
cup
Lying on a beach just isn't my cup of tea. 30, 80
curiosity
Curiosity killed the cat. 19
curtains
It's curtains for you. 78
cut back
We cut back on advertising. 11
cut (see pages 194-195)
I'm not cut out for thisjob. 80
I've got my work cut out with thisjob. 55
That's cutting it a bit fine. 74
To cut along story short, we decided to move
house. 109
damage
What's the damage? 64
dangerously
| enjoy living dangerously. 74
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dark
He's a dark horse. 35
I was in the dark about it. 60
It was aleap in the dark for us. 74
dawn
| got up at the crack of dawn today. 82
day
Don't worry, it's still early days. 78
He's taking one day at atime. 47
I'm saving for a rainy day. 64
It looked different in the cold light of day. 43
It was the blackest day of my life. 21
It's seen better days. 57
It's unusual in this day and age. 82
Let's cal it a day. 78
That'll be the day. 51
Tomorrow's another day. 50, 82
daylight
They robbed the bank in broad daylight. 111
£50 - that's daylight robbery. 54
dead
We must cut out al the dead wood. 11
He'sin a dead-endjob. 4, 23, 84
| was dead lucky to be there. |11
| was dead on my feet. 31, 76
| was dead to the world. 76
It's as dead as a dodo. 15
The shop's been dead all day. 83
It's dead easy. 55
Over my dead body. 48
This exercise is dead easy. 111
You're flogging a dead horse. 35
deaf
He can't hear anything - he's stone deaf. 111
deal
He's been dealt alousy hand. 5
death
He was at death's door. 18, 37
I'm sick to death of him. 37
It's a fate worse than death. 37
It's the kiss of death. 37
We were bored to death. 37
You look like death warmed up. 37
Youll catch your death of cold. 37
You're dicing with death. 37
deck
It's al hands on deck. 6
deep
| was thrown in at the deep end. 42, 55
Now we're in deep water. 42
delayed
Progress might be delayed. 10
depth
He's out of his depth. 42, 55, 63, 69
deserve
You deserve a medal. 9
desired
Your work leaves a lot to be desired. 57, 109
dice
You're dicing with death. 37
dick
He's a clever dick. 67
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difference

| can't tell the difference between them. 75
There's aworld of difference between them. 75
They patched up their differences. 73

different

That's a different kettle of fish. 75
They're as different as chalk and cheese. 75

dig

Could you dig out that report? 11

digest

We digested the news. 24

dip

It's a good book to dip into. 71
We dipped our toes in the water. 16
We had to dip into our savings. 64

direction

| need a change of direction. 52

dirt

Everything's dirt cheap in Thailand. 64, 111

disappear

It's disappeared off the face of the earth. 26

disguise

It was a blessing in disguise. 81

distraction

It drove me to distraction. 49

dive

Shejust dived into that relationship. 42

do

A glass of water should do the trick. 80

He did me a good turn. 72

| could do it with my eyes closed. 55

It's easier said than done. 55

No sooner said than done. 77

Of course you don't have to do what we do. Do
your own thing. 108

We did it on a shoestring. 20

doctor

Thisisjust what the doctor ordered. 59, 80

dodo

It's as dead as a dodo. 15

dog

He's like a dog with two tails. 66
They fight like cat and dog. 19, 56, 72
This place has gone to the dogs. 14

dollar

It's the sixty-four thousand dollar question. 40
You can bet your bottom dollar he's in the bar
now. 110
don't
Don't be silly. 47
Don't beat about the bush. 47
Don't count your chickens before they're
hatched. 47
Don't let it get you down. 47
Don't lose any sleep over it. 47, 76
Don't overdo it. 47
Don't take anything for granted. 47
Don't throw the baby out with the bath water. 47
donkey
He can talk the hind legs off a donkey. 14, 53
| haven't been to the theatre in London for
donkey's years. 14, 82



| did al the donkey work. 14 drop

door Don't drop the ball. 41
He was at death's door. 18, 37 I'd do it at the drop of a hat. 20, 77
I got In through the back door. 19 The penny finally dropped. 63
| need to get a foot in the door. 18 £1000 is a drop in the ocean. 45
That kept the wolf from the door. 14 drown
They decided behind closed doors. 18 He's drowning his sorrows. 42
doorstep The noise drowned the sound of the phone. 42
The station is right on our doorstep. 18 drunk
"ox Everyone at the party was blind drunk. [11
Il be there at four on the dot. 82 dry up
double The money dried up. 12
It'sjust double Dutch to me. 63 j™
doubt Have you watered this? It's bone dry. 111
| gave him the benefit of the doubt. 51, 70 jile Jeft me high and dry. 45
Without a shadow of a doubt. 51 We-re home and dry 36
down duck
Don't let it QEt you down. 47 Hetook to jt like a duck to water 80
He can never hold ajob down for long. 84 IVsUke water off a duckss back 15 45
| couldn't put it down. 71 .
| don't want any problems one year down the rm fae jn due course g2
Ilne: 44 dust
| had to lay down the law. 68 Ticketsarg ™ dugl 3g
I put my foot down at that. 31 nth
I'm going down with something. 58 T o e
& f s It s iust double Dutch to me. 63

rs 1 1 . 1

It brought the house down, 36 , ,

It got the thumbs down. 27 ea'rl'hey re at each other's throats. 72
It suited me down to the ground. 80 . :
Look’at"all the down-and-outs. 67 We made areal pigs ear ot it. 62
Weve had our ups and downs. 72

What'll happen ayear down the road? 23 Don,twor s it>s still Early days- 78
I was so shocked you could have knocked me Hes an early, bird: 15
down with a feather. 17, 81 earth
downhill " moved heaven and earth to help him. 79
It's gone downhill 57 "+« disappeared off the face of the earth. 26
dozen She's the salt of the earth. 30, 67
I didn't know which to choose. It was six of one Wecame back to earth with a bump_ 81
and half a dozen of the other. 40, 75 casy
She talks nineteen to the dozen. 53 Tts dead easy,_ 55
drag It's easier said than done. 55
Stop dragging your feet. 31, 77 This exercise is dead easy. 111
Wild horses couldn't drag me in there. 35 cax
draw He wants to have his cake and eat it. 24
I went back to the drawing board. 78 I'm so hungry! | could eat a horse. 24, 35
That's the luck of the draw. 5 | had to eat my words. 24, 113
dream At last! I've got him eating out of the palm of my
Everything went like a dream. 76 hand. 68
I wouldn't dream of hurting you. 76 She eats like a sparrow. 15
It's a dream come true. 76 They ate us out of house and home. 36
drip economical
Don't be adrip. 12 He was a bit economical with the truth! 54
drive economy
He drives me mad. 23 The black economy is growing. 21
He drives me round the bend. 23, 49 edgeways
It drove me to distraction. 49 You can't get a word in edgeways when she's
It's driving me up the wall. 49 talking. 113
driver egg
He can be areal backseat driver. 67 I've got a nice nest egg. 15
driving seat They got egg on their face. 30
He's in the driving seat now. 23 Don't put all your eggs in one basket. 30, 74
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either
We can start late or finish early, it's fine by me
either way. 112
elbow
He elbowed his way to the top. 16
element
She's in her element here. 80
elephant
It's of no use to anyone! It'sjust a white
elephant. 21
eleventh
They agreed at the eleventh hour. 82
end (see pages 196-197)
At last - the end's in sight. 78
He can't see past the end of his own nose. 3
It's a dead-end job. 4, 84
I don't know one end of a car from the other. 60
| was thrown in at the deep end. 42, 55
I'm at a loose end. 83
I'm at my wits'end. 49
I'm at the end of my tether. 49, 66

PO , ., 4AC v ., wu J 00
| ve been burning the candle at both ends. 83
N litji-~iini. j *q
People started leaving at 12, but we stayed until
,'T H in

That was the end of the I|ne for h|m 44

There s light at the end of the tunnel. 4, 44, 50
They played for hours on end. 82

Wejust cant make ends meet. 65

You've got the wrong end of the stick. 62, 63

enem

John's his own worst enemy. 2
enough
| don't have enough to get by on. 65
Once is enough! 40
That's fair enough. 48
escape
His name escapes me. 61
even
| normally break even with my betting. 64
every
Every cloud has a silver lining. 38
| go out every so often. 82
examined
You need your head examined. 33
express
He's like an express train. 44
eye
Don't take your eye dff the ball. 62
He couldn't take his eyes off her. 25
He gave me ablack eye. 21
He ran his eye over it. 25
He's got an eye for bargains. 25
He's our blue-eyed boy. 22
I could do it with my eyes closed. 25
I saw him out of the corner of my eye. 25
I'm up to my eyes in work. 83
It's ajob in the public eye. 25
Keep an eye on things. 25
The police turned a blind eye. 70
There's more to her than meets the eye. 25, 81
Try to catch his eye. 25
We didn't see eye to eye on it. 15, 72
You need eyes in the back of your head. 25
eye-opener
It was areal eye-opener. 81
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eyebrows
That raised a few eyebrows. 25
eyelid
| didn't bat an eyelid. 25
eyes
He couldn't keep his eyes open. 76
He tried to pull the wool over my eyes. 25, 54
| could do it with my eyes closed. 55
| couldn't believe my eyes. 81
I'm up to my eyes in work. 25
Keep your eyes peeled. 25
They're getting married with their eyes wide
open. 3
Trytoseethe gitation through my eyes. 3
Itwas a real eye-opener. 3

face
Don.t 3a&n v ot face value. 26
Face tmo fact that II's over_ 2o

«& fdl flat onals facer 26: 62

He lost face 26

Hes so two-faced. 54

| cant face meeting her again. 16

T PP r.,.<

I couldnt keep a stralgbht lace. 26
1y o . 1 r nn

I couldnt say |t to hIS face. 26

Il have to face the consequences. 26

A A A A
&n oyer m

1t>8 Aappeared of/the face of the earth- 26
Irsnice to ta face toaname 26

It>s Ume tQ face the facts 7Q

sheput abrave face on it 16 26

She'll have to face the music. 26
Theanswer Is staring us In the face. 26

Theygot egg on thelr face 30

Theywant to save ace- 2
wecame face to face. 26

You have to face the fact he's gone and won't be

coming back. 16
You can ask for it until you're blue in the face.
You're not getting it! 22, 26
You're pulling a long face today. 26
fact
It's time to face the facts. 70
You must face the fact that it's over. 26
fair
| did tell you in advance, to be fair. 109
That's fair enough. 48
fall (see pages 198-199)
He fel flat on his face. 26,
My plan fdl at the first hurdle. 9, 35
It fdl into the wrong hands. 32
The bottom fel out of the market in early
December. 110
They fdl in love. 73
We're falling behind. 9
false
Tl?ey &ot me there under false Pretences. 54
iamily
Hek’nows hls famlly tree. 56
He'S the black sheep of the family. 14, 56
Music runs in the family. 56
famous
Famous last words! 113
far
It's a far cry from what I'm used to. 75
fast
He's fast asleep. 76, 111



He's going nowhere fast. 4
This is life in the fast lane. 23
fat
It's not over till the fat lady sings. 78
fate
It's a fate worse than death. 37
father
He's following in his father's footsteps. 56, 75
Like father, like son. 56
feather
Birds of a feather flock together. 15
He was feathering his own nest. 15
| was so shocked, you could have knocked me
down with a feather. 17, 81
feel
He feels very much at home over here. 80
| fdt like a fish out of water at the party. 80
I'm feeling under the weather. 58
We felt completely out of place. 80
feet
| get itchy feet. 31
| got cold feet. 43
| very much wanted to come to the party, but |
got cold feet. 31
| was dead on my feet. 31, 76
I've been on my feet al day. 83
Put your feet up. 31
She's landed on her feet, hasn't she! 31
Stop dragging your feet. 77
They pulled the rug from under my feet. 81
They're dragging their feet. 31
We were rushed off our feet. 31
Weve been rushed off our feet. 83
You have to stand on your own two feet. 31
You have to think on your feet. 31
You must keep your feet on the ground. 31
Youll find your feet soon. 16, 31, 84
Youll soon be back on your feet. 58
fell
It all happened in one fdl swoop. 15
fence
You can't sit on the fence. 74
few
| told him a few home truths. 36
Il see if I can pull a few strings for you. 68
fit
I'm fighting fit. 58
fiddle
He's as fit as a fiddle. 58
I think he's on the fiddle. 54
field
We only want a level playing field. 41
fiery
He's got a fiery temper. 28
fight
Never give up without a fight. 2
I'm fighting fit. 58
They fight like cat and dog. 19, 56, 72
fill
I've had my fill. 24
Who could fill her shoes? 20

final
The bill was the fina nail in the coffin. 78
find
Can you find a home for this? 36
Youll find your feet soon. 16, 31, 84
fine
Hurry up! You're cutting it a bit fine. 74
finger
Fingers crossed! 50
I'm keeping my fingers crossed. 27
Come on, get your finger out! 27
He never lifts a finger around the house. 27, 83
He pointed the finger at me. 27
He's got his finger on the pulse. 27
| can count the invitations from him on the
fingers of one hand. 27, 32
| can't put my finger on it. 16, 27
I'm al fingers and thumbs. 27
She can twist him around her little finger. 27, 68
We got our fingers badly burnt. 27, 62
She's got green fingers. 27
finishing line
The finishing line is in sight. 9
fire
Careful - you're playing with fire. 28
It fired my imagination. 28
It was a baptism of fire. 28, 55
She hardly set the world on fire. 28
That added more fuel to the fire. 28
There's no smoke without fire. 28
They're getting on like a house on fire. 28, 36, 72
first
First come, first served. 40
1 don't know the first thing about it. 60
It fdl at the first hurdle. 9, 35
That was the first I'd heard of it. 60
fish
He's a big fish in a small pond. 29
He's a cold fish. 29
| was so uncomfortable. | felt like a fish out of
water at the party. 14, 45, 80
She's fishing for compliments. 29
That's a different kettle of fish. 75
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 14, 29, 50
fishy
There's something fishy here. 29
fist
He rules with an iron fist. 38
fit
He's as fit as a fiddle. 58
| could fit you in after lunch. 83
| don't think that will fit the bill. 80
It fits like a glove. 20, 80
flak
Weve taken a lot of flak. 2
flame
He's an old flame of mine. 28
He shot me down in flames. 28
My plans went up in flames. 28

flap
| wasin aflap. 15
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flash

I'd say yes in a flash. 77

flat

He fell flat on his face. 26, 62

flesh

It's very different when it's your own flesh and
blood. 56

float

| first floated the idea last year. 45
They appeal to the floating voters. 45

flock

Birds of afeather flock together. 15

flog

You're flogging a dead horse. 35

floo(

There was a flood of people. 12

floodgates

We don't want to open the floodgates. 78

flounder

They're floundering about. 29

flourish

Business is flourishing. 11

Go with the flow. 12
We'll have to go with theflow. 70

fly

Heflew off the handle. 66
| was flying by the seat of my pants. 74

Biasnr%tlé%rt ?Fy hselcrow flies. 15
She s a high flier. 79
The fur isreally flying, 19

The sparks fly when thHey argue. 28
The team got off to a fI)Gin% start. 77
She passed with flying colours. 47

r

We got off to a fi’ying start. 9

follow

r
He's following in his lather's footsteps. 4, 56, 75

That's food for thought. 30
foot

He's shot himself in the foot. 62

| hope | haven't put my foot in it. 62

| need to get afoot in the door. 18

| never set foot in there. 31

| put my foot down at that. 31

| really put my foot init. 16, 31

I'm not going to wait on you hand and foot! 31
We got off on the wrong foot. 31. 69, 72
Who's going to foot the bill? 16, 31

footsteps

He's following in his father's footsteps. 4, 56, 75

forces

We'vejoined forces with another company. 2

foregone

It's a foregone conclusion. 51

fort

Please hold the fort while I'm out. 8, 68

fortune

She must be worth a fortune. 65
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forty
I'vejust had forty winks. 76
foundations
We've laid the foundations. 18
fragile
I'm feeling fragile. 17
free-fall
The market's in free-fall. 10
fresh
He's like a breath of fresh air at work. 52
friend
A friend in need is a friend indeed. 72
We're close friends. 72

frighten

You frightened the life out of me. 37
frosty

She gave me a frosty reception. 7, 43
fruit

It P°"® fruit at last. 11
fuel

That added more fuel to the fire. 28

She's got her hands full with the kids. 83
fur
The furls reaIIy flylng- 19

Sab

nhers Sot the &{t of the «ab. 53

o

We re saining ground on our competitors. 2
Kl

gartm A

Its a bit bf a gambte. 5

Tts a whol'e new ball game. 41, 75

8 N

They re Ieadmg you up the garden path 54
gear

rm™, + N 00

They went up a gear 23
get J

It didn't get off the ground. 10

" Don't get your knickers in a twist. 20
Don>t let It get you down 47

Get it off your chest. 16
He gets on my nerves 16 49

He got on his high horse
He promised he'd get to the bottom of the

mvsterv 110

He really got my back up- 16

i couldn't get into it. 71

| aet the picture. 3

j got in through the back door. 19

| got my fingers badly burned. 27

j don't have enough to get by on. 65

| intend to get to the bottom of it. 70

| want something to get my teeth into. 24
| want to get away from it all. 59

There's something | want to get off my chest.

I'll get straight to the point. 53

It took a while to get going. 71

She's got her hands full with the kids. 83
That's what got up my nose. 49

The team got off to a flying start. 77

53



He's got it in for me. 73

He's got something up his deeve. 20

We got our wires crossed. 63

They got left behind. 79

They're getting on like a house on fire. 28, 36, 72
Things got out of hand. 32

Wait till | get my hands on him. 32

We got down to brass tacks. 38

We got of on the wrong foot. 31, 69, 72
We have to get cracking now. 78

You can't get aword in edgeways when she
starts! 113

You should get alifed 37

Youll soon get the hang of it. 60

.,\She's got the gift of the gab. 53
give
€an'l dgive you a'han‘c]ig 5
Never give up without a fight. 2
Hed give you the shirt off his back. 20
| gave him a piece of my mind. 39, 66
| gave him the benefit of the doubt. 51, 70
I'd give my right arm for that. 16
glass "
People who live in glasshouses shouldn't throw
stones. 11
gloomy
Why are you so gloomy? 7
glove
It fits like a glove. 20, 80
You have to handle him with kid gloves. 17
go
Everything went like a dream. 76
Everything went pear-shaped. 30
Go for it. 47
He went over my head and saw the boss. 84
He went right dof the rails. 69
He went to pieces. 17, 70
He's going up in the world. 79
| don't know if I'm coming or going. 4
W e went our separate ways. 4
He's going nowhere fast. 4
| knew he was going to be difficult from the word
go. 113
| was going spare. 43

I went ot Tike a’light [ast night. 76

I went out of my way to be nice to them. 112
| went as red as a beetroot. 22

| think I'm going down with something. 58
It al went out of the window. 18 '

It didn't go down very well. 24

It took a while to get going. 71

It went over my head. 63

It's been dl go in the office today. 86

It's gone downhill. 57

It's touch and go. 51

Let's go halves. 64

My mind went blank. 61

My plans went up in flames. 28

Power can go to your head. 33

Shares have gone through the roof. 18

She's on the go al day. 83

The company went from strength to strength. 52

The joke went down like a lead balloon. 38

The power went to my head. 16

They went under in the recession. 42

They've gone their separate ways. 73

wes at thel € Watching the world go by. 59

wew e n t Dack to square one. 78

Well have to g0 ~th the flow 70

We:regolngroundlIn clrcles 23

We>relntheslowlanegoing nowhel €. 23

Y ou cem go off peopl€, you know. 72
goalposts

N
They moved goalposts- 41

gold

It’s worth its weight in gold. 57

She's worth her weight in gold. 38

S"he's _o{ah’eart.of:olcyl'_ :;:4

The,,were as yood as old: 38

Tlckets for theconcertarelike Solddust 38
Westruck Sold there_ 38

golden

~®was the golden boy. 38

't'*sa golden opportunity. 38

That's the golden rule. 38

The golden age of drama. 38

They gave him a golden handshake. 38
good

A change is as good as arest. 59

Did you know there's free beer all night? Were

onto a good thing here. 108

He did me agood turn. 72

He makes a goad living. 65

111 ,,t in a good word for you. 53, 68

rye got a good mind to tell him. 39

No NEws is good news. 50

She's got a good head for numbers. 16

T h e Children were as good as gold. 38

Thisisagoodread 71

Tiyto stay m my good books! 72

Wemadevely goodtime 77

Your fa as dasmjne 51
goose

She wolldn’'t say boo to a Joose. 15

They sent me on awild goose chase. 14, 62
got to

Yol ve got to’hand it to’him. 32

—ra

Pom take aything for granted. 47

grapevine

Ilheard}tonthe :

grapevine. 53

grass

Heisasnakeinthe Srass_ 54
Greek

h's31! Greek to me. 63
green

She's got green fingers. 27

They gave us the green light. 23, 78
grip

It's a gripping read. 71
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ground (see pages 202-203)
It failed to get off the ground. 10
It suited me down to the ground. 80
We're gaining ground on our competitors. 2
You must keep your feet on the ground. 31
guess
It's anyone's guess. 51
Your guess is as good as mine, 51
gunning
He's gunning for me. 8
guns
Stick to your guns. 8
It's going great guns. 8
guts
They hate each other's guts. 73
hair
| was tearing my hair out. 49
It's good to let your hair down on holiday. 59
half (see pages 204-205)
Il meet you halfway - let's say £50? 112
I don't know which one to choose. It's six of one
and half a dozen of the other. 40, 75
Sorry, | was half asleep. 76
halves
Let's go halves. 64
hand
Can | give you a hand? 32
He can turn his hand to anything. 32, 60
He handed me the baton. 9
He's an old hand at this. 16, 60
He's been dealt a lousy hand. 5
Never show your hand too early. 5
| can count the invitations from him on the
fingers of one hand. 27, 32
I caught him red-handed. 22
I know London like the back of my hand. 60
| like to keep my hand in. 32
I'm not going to wait on you hand and foot! 31
When | retire, I'll hand the reins of the business
over to my son. 35
At last! I've got him eating out of the palm of my
hand. 68
She's got her hands full with the kids. 83
The right hand doesn't know what the left hand
is doing. 32
They had abig hand in it. 32
Things got out of hand. 32
We got the upper hand in the end. 68
We rejected it out of hand. 32
We're living from hand to mouth. 32, 65
You've got to hand it to him. 16, 32
handle
He flew off the handle. 66
You have to handle him with kid gloves. 17
handling
He needs careful handling. 17
hands
It fel into the wrong hands. 32
It's all hands on deck. 6
My hands are tied. 16
The restaurant changed hands last year. 32. 52
They've got time on their hands. 32
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Wait till | get my hands on him. 32

You can't take the law into your own hands. 32
handshake

They gave him a golden handshake. 38
hang

Youll soon get the hang of it. 60
hard

I'm a bit hard up at the moment. 65

It was harder than | had bargained for. 81

The ground was rock hard. |11

We learned the hard way. 55
hat

He's talking through his hat. 20

| take my hat off to him. 20

I'd go there at the drop of a hat. 20. 77

Keep it under your hat. 20

That's old hat! 20

We need to pull something out of the hat now. 20
hatch

Don't count your chickens before they're

hatched. 47
hatchet

They buried the hatchet. 73
hate

They hate each other's guts. 73
have

He wants to have his cake and eat it. 24

| didn't have the heart to refuse. 34

I had a quick word with him after lunch. 113

I've had my fill. 24

You can't have it both ways. 112
hawk

He watched me like a hawk. 15
haystack

It's like looking for a needle in a haystack. 55
hazy

I'm a bit hazy about it. 7
head

Don't bury your head in the sand. 16, 33

He bit my head dff. 24

He went over my head and saw the boss. 84

He's got his head in the clouds. 33

He's got his head screwed on. 33, 60

I'm afraid | can't give you an answer off the top

of my head. 33, 110

| can't make head nor tail of it. 33, 63

| could do it standing on my head. 33

| put my head on the block for you. 33, 74

It went over my head. 33, 63

Keep your head down. 2, 8

Power can go to your head. 33

She's got a good head for numbers. 16

She's head and shoulders above the rest. 33, 57

The power went to my head. 16

Things came to a head. 16

We laughed our heads off. 33

We're head over heels in love. 73

You mustn't bury your head in the sand. 70

You need eyes in the back of your head. 25

You need your head examined. 33

You're banging your head against a brick wall. 49

You've hit the nail on the head. 48



headache

| had a splitting headache. 58
heads

Heads will roll. 33

Two heads are better than one. 33, 40

Wejust kept our heads above water. 33, 42, 45

We should put our heads together. 33
health

She's the picture of health. 58

The doctor gave me a clean bill of health. 58
hear

| heard it on the grapevine. 53

That was the first I'd heard of it. 60
heart

Don't lose heart. 34

He had a change of heart. 52

He's a man after my own heart. 34

Her heart's in the right place. 34

| didn't have the heart to refuse. 34

| learned the poem by heart. 34, 61

| realised in my heart of hearts. 34

I've got your best interests at heart. 34

It broke her heart. 17, 34

It's a subject close to my heart. 34

My heart sank when | saw it. 34, 45

My heart wasn't in it. 16, 34

She set her heart on a new BMW. 34, 79

She's got a heart of gold. 34

Take heart from the news. 34

We had a change of heart. 34

We had a heart-to-heart. 34
heat

| said yes in the heat of the moment. 43
heated

We had a heated discussion. 28, 43
heaven

I moved heaven and earth to help him. 79

| was in seventh heaven. 40
heavy

| found her latest novel very heavy-going in

places. 55, 71

I'm a heavy sleeper. 76
heavyweight

The heavyweight politicians are against it. 41
heel

We're head over heelsin love. 73
hell

He went off like a bat out of hell. 77

I'm going on the trip, come hell or high water. 45

Thereisn't acat in hell's chance. 19
herring

It was ared herring. 22, 29
high

He got on his high horse. 35

He left me high and dry. 45

I'm going on the trip, come hell or high water. 45

It's very high-brow reading. 71

She's a high flier. 79

They're in high spirits. 66

They've got friends in high places. 68
hill

He's over the hill now. 57

hind
He can talk the hind legs dff a donkey. 53
hindsight
It's easy to say that with hindsight. 3
history
That's ancient history now. 61
hit
He hit the jackpot. 5
I hit it off with him at once. 72
I hit rock bottom when | lost my job. 110
It hit home later. 36
She nearly hit the roof. 19
Time to hit the road. 23
We hit the buffers. 44
Youvejust hit the nail on the head. 48
hold
He can never hold ajob down for long. 84
His story just doesn't hold water. 45
Hold your horses! 35
Please hold the fort while I'm out. 8, 68
The plan's been put on hold for the moment. 78
hole
He's a square peg in around hole. 80
home
Can you find a home for this kitten? 36
He comes from a broken home. 17, 56
He could talk until the cows come home. 14. 36
He feels very much at home over here. 80
He's nothing to write home about. 36, 57, 109
| told him a fev home truths. 36
It hit home later. 36
It's a home from home for us. 36, 59
Make yourself at home. 36
That really brought it home to me. 36
The lights are on, but there's nobody at home. 36
There's no place like home. 59
They ate us out of house and home. 36
Were home and dry. 36
We're on the home straight now. 9, 36
honest
To be honest, | didn't really like the way they had
decorated the place. 109
hoof
Il eat something on the hoof. 35
hook
He swallowed it hook, line and sinker. 29
I'l let you off the hook this time. 29
I'm hooked on them. 29
hop
We caught them on the hop. 69
horizon
There are problems on the horizon. 52
horns
Youll have to take the bull by the horns. 14, 47,
70
horse
Don't put the cart before the horse. 35
He backed the wrong horse. 41
He got on his high horse. 35
He's a dark horse. 35
Hold your horses. 35
| could eat a horse. 24, 35



| got it straight from the horse's mouth. 14, 35,

53

It's a one-horse race. 35

It's horses for courses. 35, 41

We'rejust horsing around. 35

You backed the wrong horse. 35

You're flogging a dead horse. 35

Wild horses couldn't drag me in there. 35
hot

Don't get so hot under the collar. 43, 66

Here's the news - hot off the press. 43

That joke landed him in hot water. 45

The question of refugees is a hot potato. 43

They're selling like hot cakes. 30, 43

Youll get into hot water. 43, 69

You're in the hot seat now. 43

You're like a cat on hot bricks. 19

It's a hot-bed of unrest. 43

nour

They agreed at the eleventh hour. 40, 82
They partied into the small hours. 82

house
It brought the house down. 36
People who live in glasshouses shouldn't throw
stones. 11
They ate us out of house and home. 36
They should put their own house in order. 36
They're ?etting on like a house on fire. 28, 36, 72
We'did'it m-house. 36

Y our monez/'s as safe as houses. 36, 74

They are hungry for success. 79
huardle

It fel at the first hurdle. 9, 35

o — o« 4 oo

Its amajor hurdle. 9
ice

We had a drink to break the ice. 78

You're skating on thin ice. 74

iceberg

That'sjust the tip of the iceberg. 69
JclnQ

That's the icing on the cake. 30
idea

I first floated the idea last vyear.
image

She's the spitting image of her mother. 56, 75
imagination

The film really fired my imagination. 28
in

We had to throw in the towel. 78

inch

| wouldn't trust him an inch. 54
indeed

A friend in need is a friend indeed. 72
injury

To add insult to injury, they didn't even say
thank you. 49, 109

insult
To add insult to injury, they didn't even say
thank you. 49, 109

interests
I've got your best interests at heart. 34
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iron
He ruled with an iron fist. 38
They all pumped iron. 38
They ruled with a rod of iron. 38
It's
It's touch and go. 51
It's on the cards. 51
It'sin the bag. 51
It's anyone's guess. 51
It's al up in the air. 51
It's a foregone conclusion. 51

itchy

| get itchy feet. 31
jackpot

Hehit the jacprt- 5
Sam

He-sin a bit of aJam- 23, 69
Joo

He's in a dead-end job. 4
Fmlooklng for a steadyJob 84
shelanded a greatjob 84

jog
Letsssee tfs can] memory. 61
Join the club! 75
WeVe forces A another 2

You must ‘e oking 438

ilurme

iu IYou shoulldn tjudge a book by |ts cover. 71
We left him to stew Iri his ownjulce. 30
i
r
I }/ou want me to drive}/ou, iust say the word.
J J

U3
p

He couldn't keep 'S eyes °Pe™- 76
' couldn't keep a straight face 26
I like to keeP A hand Tn:
Il keep a low profile for a while. 47
"Mkeeping my fingers crossed. 27
Keep an eye on things. 25
KeeP coolwdontlose your temper. 43
Keep it under your hat. 20
KeeP your eyes Pecled. 25
Keep your head down. 2, 8
pleasekeep me pogteq if you hear anything. 53
She's in a bad mood, so keep out of her way. 112
We just kept our heads above water. 33, 42, 45
We need to keep them onside. 41
WEell have to keep atight rein on him. 35
You must keep an open mind. 39
You must keep your feet on the ground. 31
Youd better keep a low profile. 70
You've got to keep your wits about you. 47
kettle
That's a different kettle of fish. 75
kick
I could have kicked mysdlf. 49
kid
You have to handle him with kid gloves. 17



kill
Curiosity killed the cat. 19
My feet are killing me. 58
We killed two birds with one stone. 15, 40

kind

She's one of a kind. 75
kiss

It's the kiss of death. 37
kitchen

We took everything except the kitchen sink. 59
knickers
Don't get your knickers in a twist! 20
knock
I can knock £5 off for you. 64
You could have knocked me down with a feather.
17, 81
You could have knocked me for six. 40, 81
knot
They finally tied the knot on Sunday. 56
They're tying the knot. 73
know (see pages 206-207)
He knows the ropes. 6
Polite? He doesn't know the meaning of the word!
113
I don't know one end of a car from the other. 60
I don't know the first thing about it. 60
I know London like the back of my hand. 60
I know what's what. 60
She knows a thing or two about cars. 60
The right hand doesn't know what the left hand

is doing. 32

You never know. 50
ladder

He's climbing the career ladder. 84
lady

It's not over till the fat lady sings. 78
land

She landed a great job. 84
She landed on her feet. 31
That joke landed him in hot water. 45
We landed a great contract. 29
lane
This is life in the fast lane. 23
We're in the slow lane going nowhere. 23
lap
He lives in the lap of luxury. 65
We're on the last lap. 9
larger
He's larger than life. 37
last
Famous last words! 113
I book my holidays at the last minute. 82
It's on its last legs. 16, 57
That was the last straw. 49, 66
We're on the last lap. 9
late
He'll tell us sooner or later. 82
laugh
We laughed our heads off. 33
law
| had to lay down the law. 68
You can't take the law into your own hands. 32

lay
| had to lay down the law. 68
Weve laid the foundations. 18
lead (adjective)
The joke went down like a lead balloon. 38
lead (verb)
They're leading you up the garden path. 54
|eaf
He's turned over a new leaf. 52, 71
league
He's in aleague of his own. 57
leap
It was a leap in the dark for us. 74
learn
| learned the poem by heart. 34, 61
I'm learning the ropes. 60
We learned the hard way. 55
lease
I've got a new lease of life. 37, 58, 78
least
It was disappointing, to say the least. 109
leave
He left me high and dry. 45
Your work leaves a lot to be desired. 57, 109
It left a bad taste in my mouth. 24
It left me cold. 43
They got left behind. 79
They left me out in the cold. 43
They'll leave no stone unturned to find him. 79
left
The right hand doesn't know what the left hand
is doing. 32
leg
He can talk the hind legs off a donkey. 53
I'm only pulling your leg. 16
Private education costs an arm and a leg. 16, 64
Our TV ison its last legs. 16, 57
lend
The system lends itself to abuse. 80
let
Don't let it get you down. 47
I'l let you off the hook this time. 29
It's good to let your hair down on holiday. 59
Sport is one way of letting off steam. 44
letter
Y esterday was a red-letter day. 22
level
We only want a level playing field. 41
lie (noun)
| told him a little white lie. 21, 54
lie (verb)
I'm going to lie in tomorrow. 76
They're lying through their teeth. 54
life (see pages 208-209)
Hell do anything for a quiet life. 70
He's larger than life. 37
| can't dance to save my life. 37
| can't remember his name for the life of me. 37
| got the shock of my life when | opened the door.
81
| need to put my life back together. 17
It's given me a new lease of life. 37, 58, 78
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She made my life a misery. 37

She's the life and soul of the party. 37, 67
That's lifel 50

Variety is the spice of life. 30

You frightened the life out of me. 37

Get alifel 37
lifeline

They had to throw us a lifeline. 42
lifetime

It only happens once in a lifetime. 40
lift

He never lifts a finger around the house. 27, 83
We thumbed a lift. 27
light
I went out like a light last night. 76
I'm a light sleeper. 76
It looked different in the cold light of day. 43
It's good to travel light. 59
It's nice light reading. 71
There's light at the end of the tunnel. 4, 44, 50
They gave us the green light. 78
They saw the light. 3
We got the green light. 23
The lights are on, but there's nobody at home. 36
like (see pages 212-213)
Everything went like a dream. 76
He's like a dog with two tails. 66
| fdt like a fish out of water at the party. 45, 80
I know London like the back of my hand. 60
I went out like a light last night. 76
I wouldn't like to be in your shoes. 20
It's like getting blood out of a stone. 55
It's like looking for a needle in a haystack. 55
It's like talking to a brick wall. 49
It's like water off a duck's back. 45
She's got a memory like a sieve. 61
The joke went down like a lead balloon. 38
The news spread like wildfire. 77
There's no place like home. 59
They fight like cat and dog. 72
They fit like a glove. 80
They're getting on like a house on fire. 28, 36
They're like two peas in apod. 56
Tickets are like gold dust. 38
We used to fight like cat and dog. 56
We're like chalk and cheese. 56
You look like death warmed up. 37
Youll stick out like a sore thumb. 27
limbo
We're in limbo at the moment. 69
limit
The sky's the limit. 79
line (see pages 214-215)
He swallowed it hook, line and sinker. 29
There'll be problems one year down the line. 44
It got lost somewhere along the line. 44
It's been difficult al along the line. 44
Try not to step out of line. 8
That was the end of the line for him. 44
The bottom line is, if you're not making money,
you're not doing your job. 110
Thousands live on the breadline. 65
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We take a tough line on punctuality. 68
You have to read between the lines. 71
lining
Every cloud has a silver lining. 38
list
| want to do many things - top of the list is trave
to the United States. 110
little
A little bird told me. 15
She can twist him around her little finger. 27, 68
There's little to choose between them. 75
You sometimes have to tell alittle white lie. 21,
54
live
| enjoy living dangerously. 74
We were living from hand to mouth. 32
Thousands live on the breadline. 65
We had the time of our lives. 59
living
He makes a good living. 65
It's the worst winter in living memory. 61
load
That's aload of tripe. 71

loaded

They're loaded. 65
log

| slept like alog. 76
long

Long time no see. 82
She's my long-lost cousin. 56
To cut along story short, we decided to move
house. 109
When | refused to let her leave, shejust pulled a
long face. 26
You've come a long way since you started the
course. 112
look
He gave me a black look. 21
It's like looking for a needle in a haystack. 55
Look on the bright side. 50
loose
He's a loose cannon. 67
I'm at aloose end. 83
lose (see pages 216-217)
Don't lose any sleep over it. 47, 76
Don't lose heart. 34
Don't lose sight of our aims. 3
You win some, you lose some. 5, 50
He lost face. 26
I'm afraid you've lost me. 63
I'm lost for words. 113
There's no love lost between them. 72, 73
Why not? You've got nothing to lose. 50, 74
loss
I'm at aloss to explain what happened. 69
lost
She's my long-lost cousin. 56
There's no love lost between them. 72
lot
He's got a lot on his plate at the moment. 83
There's alot to be said for working from home.
109



Your work |leaves a lot to be desired. 57, 109
loud
Actions speak louder than words. 113
lousy
He's been dealt a lousy hand. 5
love
There's no love lost between them. 72, 73
They fdl in love. 73
low
Youd better keep a low profile. 47. 70
luck
That's the luck of the draw. 5
lucky
| was dead lucky to be there. 111
Third time lucky. 40, 50
luxury
He lives in the lap of luxury. 65
mad
He drives me mad. 23
major
He's a major player in the business. 41
make
He made areal mess of thejob. 62
He makes a good living. 65
He's making waves. 45
His book really made a splash. 42
I can make time for you. 1
Have | made myself perfectly clear? 3
1 can't make head nor tail of it. 33, 63, 71
| can't make up my mind. 39
I want to make a clean break. 52
Il make him eat his words. 113
It made a nice change. 59
Make yourself at home. 36
She made my life a misery. 37
She's making a name for herself in the Law. 84
Things like that make my blood boil. 66
To make matters worse, it started to rain. 109
Wejust can't make ends meet. 65
We made a meal of it. 24
We made areal pig's ear of it. 62
We made very good time. 77
Youve only got a day so make the most of it. 47
man
You can trust him, he's a man of his word. 113
marathon
It's turning into a marathon. 9
mar ching
He got his marching orders. 2, 8
mar ket
The bottom fdl out of the market in December.
110
matter
It's a question of mind over matter. 39
It's only a matter of time. 82
matters
To make matters worse, it started to rain. 109
me
Just between you and me, she's pregnant. 53
You're telling me. 48
meal
We made a meal of it. 24

mean

| see what you mean. 3

meaning

He's not polite. He doesn't know the meaning of
the word. 113

means

By all means, help yourself. 86

medal

You deserve a medal. 9

meet

I'll meet you halfway - let's say £50? 112
There's more to him than meets the eye. 25, 81
We just can't make ends meet. 65

memory

I've got a terrible memory for faces. 61
It's the worst winter in living memory. 61
Let me refresh your memory. 61

Let's see if | canjog your memory. 61
She's got a memory like a sieve. 61

She's got a photographic memory. 61

men

That should sort out the men from the boys. 55
mend

We tried to mend the relationship. 17
mention

| don't like the style, not to mention the colour.

109
mess

He made a real mess of the job. 62
message

| get the message. 53
mice

When the cat's away, the mice will play. 19
middle

It's in the middle of nowhere. 59
mildly

| was surprised, to put it mildly. 109
miles

This is miles better. 57
million

Not in a million years. 40

She's one in a million. 40
mind

At the back of my mind | know there's something

| should do. 61

He's got a one-track mind. 44

He's got something on his mind. 39

I can't make up my mind. 39

I changed my mind. 52

| gave him a piece of my mind. 39

| was bored out of my mind. 39

Il bear that in mind. 39, 61

I'm in two minds about it. 29, 40

I've got a good mind to tell him. 39

It gave me peace of mind. 39

It slipped my mind. 39, 61

It's a question of mind over matter. 39

It's al in your mind. 39

Mind your own business. 39

My mind went blank. 61

Never mind. 39

Nobody in their right mind would do it. 39
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Nothing springs to mind. 39
Put your mind at rest. 39
That'll take your mind off things. 39
That's aweight off my mind. 39
The thought never crossed my mind. 39
You can do it if you put your mind to it. 39
You must keep an open mind. 39
You should speak your mind. 47
Youre out of your mind. 39
minefield
Exporting can be a minefield. 2
minnow
He's a minnow. 29
mint
The car's in mint condition. 57
minute
| book my holidays at the last minute. 82
There you are - and not a minute too soon. 82
misery
She made my life a misery. 37
111188
He's missing the point. 63
I'm afraid you've missed the boat. 62
moment
| said yes in the heat of the moment. 43

JL on SPUTr moment 82

H€'s got money to burn. €5
I wouldn't put money on it. 5
She spends money like water. 45

t

ic . ’
If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys. 83
Stop monkeying around. 14

f

Not in a month of Sundays. 82

I see him once in a blue moon. 22, 40, 82
WEere over the moon. 66

He's bitten of more than he can chew. 24, 55, 62
There's more to her than meets the eye. 25, 81

There's plenty more fish in the sea. 29

mos]-

Youve only got a day so make the most of it. 47

mouth
Don't put words into my mouth. 63

He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 38
| got it straight from the horse's mouth. 14, 35,

53
It left a bad taste in my mouth. 24

They lived from hand to mouth. 32, 65

We found out about the hotel by word of mouth.

113

You took the words right out of my mouth. 48,

113
move

I moved heaven and earth to help him. 79

They keep moving the goalposts. 41
mover

He's one of the movers and shakers. 68
movie

It's a blue movie. 22
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mud

It's as clear as mud. 3

murder

She screamed blue murder. 22

music

Shelll have to face the music. 26

must

It'samust. 71

mutiny

There's going to be a mutiny. 6

nail

the hbill was the final nail in the coffin. 78
Youve hit the nail on the head. 48

naked

Hew as standing in the road stark naked. 111

name

j wasieft MUt 4 penny to My name. 65
Irsnicetoputafacetoaname 26

She's making a name for herself in the Law. 84

nature

It's second nature to me now. 60

neck

Hehadthgbras£- ngcktQ say g0 3g
He>s areal palnintheneck 67> 16

Jdon>twantthtIck neck Qut 24

Parking round here is a pain in the neck. 16
They're breathing down my neck. 84
Fhey re neck and neck. 41

A iriend in need is airiend indeed. 72
You need your head examined. 33

o e 1
It s like looking for a needle in a haystack. 55

needs

They 11 tailor your holiday to your needs. 80

nerves

He §etson mynerves- 16+ 49

He's got nerves of steel. 38

est

Hew asfeathering his own nest. 15
Ve otaniceneste&& 15

They've flown the nest. 15

nex

They dipped through the net. 29

Wein have to cast our net whl 29

never

Nevermind_ 39

The thought never crossed my mind. 39
You never know. 50
new
He's turned over a new lesf. 52, 71
| bought a brand new camera. 111
It gave me anew lease of life. 37, 58, 78
It's awhole new ball game. 41, 75
news
No news is good news. 50
nick
The police arrived in the nick of time. 82
night
It'l be al right on the night. 50
We had a night on the tiles. 18



nightmare
The party was a nightmare. 76
nine
I'm on cloud nine at the moment. 40, 66
nineteen
She talks nineteen to the dozen. 53
nip
You should nip the problem in the bud. 70, 78
no (see pages 218-219)
He spends money as if there was no tomorrow. 77
Long time no see. 82
No news is good news. 50
No sooner said than done. 77
There's no love lost between them. 72, 73
There's no time like the present. 82
They'll leave no stone unturned to find him. 79
WEIl be there in no time at all. 77, 82
nobody
The lights are on, but there's nobody at home. 36
Nobody in their right mind would do it. 39
nod
He nodded off in front of the TV. 76
non-stop
He drove for 10 hours non-stop. 82
none
It's second to none. 40
nose
He can't see past the end of his nose. 3
That's what got up my nose. 49
You have to pay through the nose there. 64
nosedive
Prices nosedived. 10
nosey
Don't be so nosey. 16
She's such a nosey parker. 67

not

Not at all. 86

Not in a month of Sundays. 82
nothing

Hell stop at nothing to get there. 79

He's nothing to write home about. 36, 57, 109

The party was a disaster - the noise, the

complaints, to say nothing of the mess

afterwards. 109

There were no problems, at least, nothing to

speak of. 109

There's nothing to it. 55

Why not? You've got nothing to lose. 50, 74
now

We meet up now and again. 82
nowhere

He's going nowhere fast. 4

It's in the middle of nowhere. 59

We're in the slow lane going nowhere. 23
nut

It's a tough nut to crack. 55

nutshell
To put it in a nutshell, hiswork isjust not good
enough. 109

ocean

£1000 is a drop in the ocean. 45

odd
He's the odd one out. 75
odds
He survived against all the odds. 5
off
Don't take your eye off the ball. 62
Hell sleep it off. 76
He's bitten off more than he can chew. 62
I can't answer off the top of my head. 33
| like places off the beaten track. 59
| was way off course with my guess. 112
Il let you off the hook this time. 29
I'm a bit off-colour today. 58
That'll take your mind off things. 39
They're well dof. 65
We laughed our heads off. 33
off-shoot
It's an off-shoot of the main company. 11
often
| go out every so often. 82
old
He's a bit of an old woman. 67
He's an old flame of mine. 28
He's an old hand at this. 16, 60
That's old hat. 20
once
Once or twice. 40
I'll tell you once and for al. 40
Once bitten, twice shy. 40
Once in a blue moon. 22, 40, 82
Once in a lifetime. 40
Once in awhile. 40
Once is enough. 40
one
Don't put all your eggs in one basket. 30
He's got a one-track mind. 40, 44
He's the odd one out. 75
I can count them on the fingers of one hand. 27
| don't know one end of a car from the other. 60
It's a one-horse race. 35
It's back to square one. 40, 78
It's been one thing after another. 83
It's six of one and half a dozen of the other. 75
She's one in a million. 40
She's one of akind. 75
There's more than one way to skin a cat. 19
Two heads are better than one. 40
We killed two birds with one stone. 40
only
Things can only get better. 50
onside
We need to keep them onside. 41
open
You must keep an open mind. 39
He couldn't keep his eyes open. 76
You're leaving yourself wide open to criticism. |11
She's an open book. 71
They're going into marriage with their eyes wide
open. 3
It's time you opened your eyes. 3
We don't want to open the floodgates. 78
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opportunity pants

It's a golden opportunity. 38 He's got antsin his pants. 14
order I was flying by the seat of my pants. 74
It'sjust what the doctor ordered. 59, 80 paper
They should put their house in order. 36 The walls are paper thin. 111
orders They'rejust papering over the cracks. 70
Youll soon get your marching orders. 2, 8 par
organise Your work is below par. 57
He couldn't organise a piss-up in a brewery. 60 The exam results are on a par with last year's. 75
other Late again! That's par for the course. 41
| didn't complain about him, it was the other way = parker
round. 112 She's such a nosey parker. 67
| don't know one end of a car from the other. 60 parrot _
In other words, it's a waste of time. 113 | was as sickas a papgr 15

Thely're at each other's throats. 72

parrot )
out We learnt French parrot fashion. 15

He arrived out of the blue. 22 party

He's the odd one out 75 She's the life and soul of the party. 37, 67
| don't want to stick my neck out. 74 pass

| went out like alight last night. 76 D™l n7to passthebuck_ 68 70

Look at all the down-and-outs. 67 patch _

They ate us out of house and home. 36 They, patched Up their gifferences, 73

They pulled out all the stops to finish on time. 79  P2'" _
Youll stick out like a sore thumb. 27, 80 Theyre leading you Up the garden path: 54

You're out of your mind. 39 "
The meeting paved the way ior luture

arw .10/ - investments. 112
H,s g" over now 150 eqozlgome. 86

s all over your face I-Fyou

) ) : , pay peanuts, you get monkeys. 83
IU's not over till the fat lady sings. 78 ¥ ou 'have to pay through the nose there. 64

'ﬁ\/gvﬁ}/’ gg?gddp(%@és?? over the top. 110 *AT-Hey fe like two peas In a pod. 56

We're over the moon. 66

peace
_ It gave me peace of mind. 39
Dont overdo it. 47 «.
peanuts
o If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys. 83
The pub was overflowing. 12 ,»
o0 ° pear
overtake Everything went pear-shaped. 30
Weve overtaken France now. 23 pecking order
own He's way down the pecking order. 15
He's a man after my own heart. 34 oeeled
He's in aleague of his own. 57 Keep your eyes peeled 25
I'll get there under my own steam. 44 peg
Mind your own business. 39 HeSs a square pegIn around hole 80
You can do your own thing. 108 penny
You can't take the law into your own hands. 32 j was 1eft Without a penny to my name. 65
You have to stand on your own two feet. 31 The penny finally dropped. 63
oyster They're ten a penny. 40
The world's your oyster. 79 perennial
pace It's a perennial problem. 11
Get anotherjob if you can't stand the pace. 84 photographic
He put us through our paces. 35 She's got a photographic memory. 61
We drove at a snail's pace. 77 pick
We're working at a steady pace. 9 | need to pick your brains. 60
pain | picked up a bargain yesterday. 64
He's areal pain in the neck. 67 Someone has to pick up the pieces. 17
Parking around here is a pain in the neck. 16 You can pick your friends, but not your relations.
paint 72
Let's paint the town red. 22 pickle
palm I'm in a pickle. 30
I've got him eating out of the palm of my hand. picture
68 | get the picture. 3
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It's a black picture. 21
She's the picture of health. 58
Piece
He went to pieces. 17, 70
| gave him a piece of my mind. 39, 66
It's a piece of cake. 30, 55
Someone has to pick up the pieces. 17

AThis laceisa i s . 14
" Ps> éér .
We made areal pigs of it. 62
Pigs might fly. 51

PlTnat put the cat among the pigeons. 19, 69
pinch

I'd take that with a pinch of salt. 30
pipeline

Weve got some big projects in the pipeline. 84
piss-up

He couldn't organise a piss-up in a brewery. 60
pitch

It's pitch black with the light off. 111
place

Her heart's in the right place. 34

I wouldn't change places with him. 52

There's no place like home. 59

They've got friends in high places. 68

We fdt completely out of place. 80
P n

It was plain sailing after that. 55
plate

He's got allot on hisplate af tHe moment. 83
play

Careful - you're praying'with fire. 28

| advise you to play safe. 74

I f you play your cards right, you'll do well. 5

It's child's play. 55

They won't play ball. 41

We only want a levd playing fidd. 41

When the cat's away, the mice will play. 19

player

He's a mgjor player in the business. 41
please

You must be as pleased as punch. 66
plenty

There's plenty more fish in the sea. 29, 50
There's plenty of time. 1

plough
They ploughed a lot of money into it. 11

P f

Share prices plummeted overnight. 10
plunge

He took the plunge at long last and asked her to

marry him. 73

House prices plunged in the 70's. 10
pod

They're like two peas in a pod. 56
point (see pages 224-225)

Yau can't point the finger at me. 27

He's missing the point. 63

| can't see the point. 3

He won't listen to my point of view. 3
I'll get straight to the point. 53
Point taken! 48
poles
Theirideas arepoles apart 75
pond

Hess abig flsh masmal]] pond 2g

PoO1
We use apool of secretaries. 12

Po® .,

Back to your posts, everyone. 8
Please keeP me Posted ifyou hear anythinS_ 53

Patato

Hersacouch Potato_ 30

The question of refugees is a hot potato. 43
pour

People poured in. 12

They poured cold water on my plans. 43
power

People in the corridors of power should

remember who elected them. 18
precious

My timeis precious. 1
present

There's no time like the present. 82
press

Here's the news - hot dof the press. 43
pretences

They got me there under fase pretences. 54
pride

Youll have to swallow ypur prride. 24

pnn
M ake sure ,,oureadthesmall Prim 71
profile
Youd better keep a low profile. 47, 70
public
It's ajob in the public eye. 25
pull

He tried to pull the wool over my eyes. 25, 54

I'll see if 1 can pull afew strings for you. 68

I'm not pulling my punches. 41

I'm only pulling your leg! 16

pPuNyour socks up. 20, 79

They puled out al the stops to finish on time. 79
Theypulledthe plug onthe projeCt- 78
TheypuUedthe mg from under my feet 81

We need to pull something out of the hat now. 20
We oUghttOpulltOgether: 6

Why are you pulling such a lone face? 26

,

Pulse
He:rs ot hls flnger onthe ulse ofthe uslness
S P b -

pump

I'm going to the gym to pump some iron. 38
punch

I'm not pulling my punches. 41

You must be as pleased as punch. 66
purpose

We were talking at cross purposes. 63
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pussyfoot

Stop pussyfooting around. 19
put

Don't put al your eggs in one basket. 30, 74

Don't put the cart before the horse. 35

He put on a brave face. 16

He put the brakes on spending. 77

He put us through our paces. 35

| can't put my finger on it. 16, 27

| couldn't put the book down. 71

I need to put my life back together. 17

I'm going to put my foot down. 31

| put my head on the block for you. 74

| put two and two together. 40

| really put my foot init. 16, 31, 62

I try to put a bit of money aside each month. 64

| was surprised, to put it mildly, 109

I wouldn't put money on it. 5

Il put in a good word for you. 68

It's nice to put aface to a name. 26

Go home and put your feet up. 31

Ring home. It'll put your mind at rest. 39

She put a brave face on it. 26

They should put their house in order. 36

To put it in a nutshell, hiswork isjust not good

enough. 109

We had to put the dog to sleep. 76

We should put our heads together. 33

You can do it if you put your mind to it. 39
quantity

She's a bit of an unknown quantity. 67
guestion

It's out of the question. 48

It's the sixty-four thousand dollar question. 40
quick

He wants a quick word with you. 53, 113
quiet

Hell do anything for a quiet life. 70
race

It's a one-horse race. 35

It's arace against time. 9

rack

I've been racking my brains. 61
rag

It's like ared rag to abull. 22, 66
rails

He went right off the rails. 4, 44, 69
rain

I'm as right as rain now. 58
rainy

I'm saving for arainy day. 64
raise

That raised a few eyebrows. 25
range

They only buy top-of-the-range products. 110
ranks

They've broken ranks. 8
rat

| smell arat. 14

It was like rats leaving a sinking ship. 6
razor

He's got a razor-sharp mind. 111
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read
Don't read too much into it. 71
Make sure you read the small print. 71
She's very well read. 71
Thisis agood read. 71
You have to read between the lines. 71
real
He's in areal state. 69
It was areal eye-opener. 81
That's areal turn-up for the books. 81
reception
She gave me a frosty reception. 7, 43
recharge
| needed to recharge my batteries. 59
recognition
The place has changed out of all recognition. 52
record
| just want a chance to set the record straight. 109
We did it in record time. 9
recovery
She's well on the way to recovery. 58
red
I caught him red-handed. 22
| saw red. 22
| went as red as a beetroot. 22
I'min thered. 22, 65
It was a complete red herring. 22
It's like ared rag to abull. 22. 66
Let's paint the town red. 22
There's so much red tape. 22
They gave me the red carpet treatment. 22
Y esterday was a red-letter day for me. 22
refresh
Let me refresh your memory. 61
rein
WEIl have to keep atight rein on him. 35
Il hand the reins of the business over to my son.
35
reinforce
We need to reinforce our position. 2
reject
We rejected it out of hand. 32
rest
A change is as good as a rest. 59
Put your mind at rest. 39
She's head and shoulders above the rest. 33, 57
rich
They're stinking rich. 65
ride
They're taking you for aride. 54
right
He went right off the rails. 44
Her heart's in the right place. 34
I think we're on the right track now. 44
I'd give my right arm for that. 16
I'm as right as rain now. 58
If you play your cards right, you'll do well. 5
Nobody in their right mind would do it. 39
That should be right up your street. 80
The right hand doesn't know what the left hand
is doing. 32
You took the words right out of my mouth. 48



ring
His name rings a bell. 61
rip
We were ripped off. 64
ripple
There was a ripple of laughter. 12
rise
He's one of the rising stars of the team. 79
I won't rise to the bait. 29
rivet
The story's absolutely riveting. 71
road
| spent alot of time on the road. 23
I'm well on the road to recovery. 4
It's time to hit the road. 23
What'll happen a year down the road? 23
robbery
£50 - that's daylight robbery! 54
rock
Don't rock the boat. 6, 84
| hit rock bottom when | lost myjob. 110
Prices have hit rock bottom. 111
The ground was rock hard. |11
rocks
Their marriage is on the rocks. 6, 73
rod
They ruled with arod of iron. 38
roll
He'srolling in it. 65
If this goes wrong, heads will roll. 33
| want to start the ball rolling. 78
Youll just have to roll up your sleeves. 20
roof
Prices went through the roof. 10, 19
She nearly hit the roof. 19
room
There isn't enough room to swing a cat. 14, 19
ropes
Il show you the ropes. 6, 84
I'm learning the ropes. 60
We're on the ropes. 41
rose
Lifés not a bed of roses. 55
round
He drives me round the bend. 23
He's a square peg in around hole. 80

| didn't complain about him, it was the other way

round. 112
It's open all year round. 86
We're going round in circles. 23
row
We had a blazing row. 28
rub
Don't rub him up the wrong way. 19
rug
They pulled the rug from under my feet. 81
rule
As arule of thumb, check everything twice. 27
He ruled with an iron fist. 38
That's the golden rule. 38
They ruled with arod of iron. 38

run
He ran his eye over it. 25
I'm feeling run down. 58
Music runs in the family. 56
She ran out of patience. 49
She runs atight ship. 6
They won't run with the ball. 41
He's running out of money. 1, 4, 44
rush
We were rushed off our feet. 31. 83
rusty
My French is a bit rusty. 60
rut
I'minarut. 4
saddle
| got saddled with it. 35
safe
Buy two to be on the safe side. 51, 74
| advise you to play safe. 74
Your money's as safe as houses. 36, 74
sailing
We're sailing close to the wind. 74
It was plain sailing after that. 55
salt
I'd take that with a pinch of salt. 30
She's the salt of the earth. 30, 67
same
I won't, if it's all the same to you. 86
We're al in the same boat. 6, 69, 75

We're not on the same wavelength. 53, 72, 63

sand

Don't bury your head in the sand. 16, 33, 70

save

| can't dance to save my life. 37

I'm saving for a rainy day. 64

Itll save 20 minutes. 1

Saved by the bell. 41

They want to save face. 26
savings

We had to dip into our savings. 64
say

You must be tired. If you want me to drive, just say

the word. 113

The Prime Minister's speech was disappointing,

to say the least. 109

It's easier said than done. 55

No sooner said than done. 77

She wouldn't say boo to a goose. 15

The party was a disaster - the noise, the

complaints, to say nothing of the mess
afterwards. 109

There's a lot to be said for working from home.

109

When all's said and done. 86

You can say that again. 48
schedule

Everything is on schedule. 10
score

What's the score? 41
scrape

You're scraping the bottom of the barrel. 57

269



scratch
I'm afraid your performance wasn't up to
scratch. 57
She had to start from scratch. 78

scream
She screamed blue murder. 22
screen
I'm a fan of the slver screen. 38
screw
She's got her head screwed on. 33, 60
sea

I'm all at sea without her. 45
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 14, 29, 50
There's been a sea change lately. 45
We saw a sea of faces. 12
seat
I was flying by the seat of my pants. 74
Youre in the hot seat now. 43
second
For a split second | thought you were serious. 77
I'm having second thoughts. 40
It's second nature to me now. 60
It's second to none. 40
Youre lucky to get a second bite at the cherry.
C\A

He can't see past the end of his nose. 3
They saw the light. 3
I saw through him. 3
He findly saw reason. 3
I can't see the point. 3
| see what you mean. 3
I must be seeing things. 108
| saw red. 22
Mjy car has seen’better days. 57
Long time no see. 82
We dont see eye to eye. 15, 72
sell
He could buy and sl people like you and me. 65
They're selling like hot cakes. 30
sense
It's common sense. 60
separ ate
They've gone their separate ways. 73

serve

First come, first served. 40
set
He's very set in his ways. 112
1 expect that set you back a bit. 64
| just want a chance to set the record straight.
109
| never set foot in there. 31
She hardly set the world on fire. 28
She's set her heart on a new BMW. 79
We have set our sights on a 10% increase. 2, 8,
79
seven
I'm all at sixes and sevens. 40
I was in seventh heaven. 40
shadow
It was her, without a shadow of a doubt. 51
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shaker

He's one of the movers and shakers. 68
shape

Everything went pear-shaped. 30

Our plans are taking shape. 52
shark

They'rejust sharks. 29
sharp

Be here at dleven o'clock sharp. 82

He's got a razor-sharp mind. 111
shatter

It shattered my confidence. 17
sheep

I'm the black sheep of the family. 14, 21, 56
sheet

You look as white as a sheet. 21
shi

ltwasllkerats |eqing a sinking ship. 6
shi P

,\hem n sau8nt smp_ 6

shirt

werd Slve youthe shirtoffhisback: 20
shirty

DDI:I,I Setshlrty***** mes 20
Snocic

| got the shock of my life when | saw her. 81

I woultnt like to be in your shoes. 20
Who could fill her shoes?'20

1%
We,\did] it on a shoestring. 20
shoot
He shot me down in flames. 28
He s shot Hirnself'in the fodt. &2
Have a hot at it. '8
He was out of tHe room like & shot” 77

ghots here 8_ 6g

short
He's on a short-list of three. 84

shessnotshortofabobortwo 65

Tocut& long stoly short wedecldedtomove
house. 109
W r eshortoftlme,\ 1
short-cut
There's no short-cut to success. 4
short-sighted
That-s avery short-sighted view. 3
shoulder

He-sgotachlp on hisshouider- 17
J needa Shoulder to cry on. 72
She has to shoulder a lot of responsibility. 16
She's head and shoulders above the rest. 33, 57
show
Children are often show-offs. 67
111 show you the ropes. 84
shower
They are a shower. 7
shy
Once bitten, twice shy. 40
sick
| was as sick as a parrot. 15
I'm sick to death of him. 37



side (see pages 226-227)
Buy two to be on the safe side. 74
1 wouldn't like to get on the wrong side of him. 62
Just to be on the safe side. 51
Look on the bright side. 50
He's my cousin on my mother's side. 56
side-tracked
| got side-tracked. 4
sieve
She's got a memory like a sieve. 61
sight
At last - the end's in sight. 78
Don't lose sight of our aims. 3
I've set my sights on thatjob. 2, 8, 79
silly
Don't be silly! 47
silver
Every cloud has a silver lining. 38
He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 38
Who are the stars of the silver screen? 38
sing
It's not over till the fat lady sings. 78
sink (verb)
It's sink or swim now. 42, 45
It was like rats leaving a sinking ship. 6
My heart sank when | saw the price. 34, 45
sink (noun)
We took everything except the kitchen sink. 59
sinker
He swallowed it hook, line and sinker. 29
sit
I'mjust going to sit tight until he comes. 47
You can't sit on the fence. 74
six
It knocked me for six. 40, 81
It's six of one and half a dozen of the other. 40,
75
I'm dl at sixes and sevens. 40
skate
Get your skates on, we're late. 77
You're skating on thin ice. 74

skin

There's more than one way to skin a cat. 19
sky

The sky's the limit. 79
sleep

Don't lose any sleep over it. 47, 76
Hell sleep it off. 76
| couldn't sleep awink. 76
| slept like alog. 76
Let's sleep onit. 70, 76
We had to put the dog to sleep. 76
sleeper
I'm a heavy sleeper. 76
I'm alight sleeper. 76
sleeve
He's got something up his sleeve. 5, 20, 81
Roall up your sleeves. 20
sliced
They think he's the best thing since sliced bread.
30

slip
It was a dlip of the tongue. 62
Sorry, it slipped my mind. 39, 61
They slipped through the net. 29
slow
We're in the dow lane going nowhere. 23
slowcoach
Hurry up, you slowcoach. 67
small
He's a big fish in a small pond. 29
Make sure you read the small print. 71
They partied into the small hours. 82
smashing
She's a smashing person. 17
smell
| smell arat. 14
smoke
She smokes like a chimney. 19
There's no smoke without fire. 28

snail

We drove at a snail's pace. 77
snake

He's a snake in the grass. 54
snap

She snapped at me. 17
sniff

£3,000 is not to be sniffed at. 109
soar

Prices soared during August. 10
sock

Pull your socks up. 20, 79
soft

The economy made a soft landing. 10

I've got a soft spot for her. 72
some

You win some, you lose some. 50
something (see pages 228-229)

He's got something on his mind. 39

He's got something up his sleeve. 5, 20, 81

I want something to get my teeth into. 24

We need to pull something out of the hat now. 20
somewhere

It got lost somewhere along the line. 44
son

Like father, like son. 56
soon

He'll tell us sooner or later. 82

No sooner said than done. 77

There you are - and not a minute too soon. 82
sore

You'l stick out like a sore thumb. 27, 75, 80
SOrrows

He's drowning his sorrows. 42
sort

That should sort out the men from the boys. 55
sorts

I'm feeling a bit out of sorts. 58
soul

She's the life and soul of the party. 37, 67
sound

The baby's sound asleep. |11
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sour
Their relationship turned sour. 72
spadework
They did all the spadework. 11
spanner
That threw a spanner in the works. 69
spare
Could you spare five minutes? 1
| was going spare. 49
sparks
The sparks fly when they argue. 28
sparrow
She eats like a sparrow. 15
spawn
They spawned several new companies. 29
speak
Actions speak louder than words. 113
Just speak off the cuff. 20
There were no problems, at least, nothing to
speak of. 109
You should speak your mind. 47
spend
| went on a spending spree. 64
It's worth spending at least two days there. 1
spice
Variety is the spice of life. 30
spiral
Prices are in a downward spiral. 10
spirits
They're in high spirits. 66
spit
| was spitting blood. 66
She's the spitting image of her mother. 56, 75
splash
His book really made a splash. 12, 42
We splashed out on a bottle of champagne. 64
split
For a split second | thought you were serious. 77
I had a splitting headache. 58
spoon
He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 38
spot
I've got a soft spot for her. 72
It's an accident black spot. 21
spread
The news spread like wildfire. 77
spree
| went on a spending spree. 64
spring
Nothing springs to mind. 39
She's no spring chicken. 15
spur
We decided on the spur of the moment. 82
square
He's a square peg in a round hole. 80
It's back to square one, I'm afraid. 40, 78
suit
It suited me down to the ground. 80
stab
You stabbed me in the back. 8, 54
stabilise
The situation stabilised eventually. 10
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stake

There's alot at stake. 5, 74
stand

Get another job if you can't stand the pace. 84

| can't stand her. 73

| could do it standing on my head. 33

I'm standing in for Mr Smith. 84

If you want to do it, I'm not going to stand in

your way. 112

You have to stand on your own two feet. 31
standstill

Everything is at a standstill. 69
star

He is one of the rising stars of the team. 79
stare

The answer is staring us in the face. 26
stark

He was standing in the road stark naked. |11
start

| want to start the ball rolling. 78

She had to start from scratch. 78

The team got off to a flying start. 77
starting blocks

We'e still on the starting blocks. 9
state

He'sin areal state. 69
steady

I'm looking for a steady job. 84

We're working at a steady pace. 9
steam

He's running out of steam. 4, 44

Il get there under my own steam. 44

Sport is one way of letting off steam. 44
steel

He's got nerves of steel. 38
steer

I'd steer clear of her. 23

We will try to steer clear of the problems. 10
stem

Problems stem from lack of communication. 11
step

Step on it. We're late. 23
stew

We left him to stew in his ownjuice. 30
stick

| don't want to stick my neck out. 74

Stick to your guns. 8

You'll stick out like a sore thumb. 27, 75, 80

You've got the wrong end of the stick. 62, 63

sticky
We're on a sticky wicket. 41
still
Don't worry, it's still early days. 78
stink
They're stinking rich. 65
stone

He can't hear anything - he's stone deaf. |11

It's like getting blood out of a stone. 55

They'll leave no stone unturned to find him. 79

You can kill two birds with one stone. 15, 40
stop

Hell stop at nothing to get there. 79



stops (noun)
They pulled out al the stops to finish on time. 79
storm
He came storming into the room. 7
Well weather the storm. 6
We're waiting for the storm to pass. 6
story
To cut along story short, we decided to move
house. 109
straight
| couldn't keep a straight face. 26
| got it straight from the horse's mouth. 35, 53
Can | just set the record straight? 109
Il get straight to the point. 53
We're on the home straight now. 9, 36
straw
It's the straw that broke the camel's back. 14
That's the last straw. 49, 66
stream
There was a stream of people coming in. 12
street
That should be right up your street. 80
strength
The company went from strength to strength. 52
stress
| was really stressed out. 58
stride
He took it in his stride. 55
strike
We struck gold there. 38
strings
Il see if I can pull afew strings for you. 68
struggle
It's an uphill struggle. 55
subject
Let's change the subject. 52
sudden
They stopped all of a sudden. 86
sum
It has been, to sum up, a wonderful year. 109
Sunday
Not in a month of Sundays. 82
surge
The crowd surged forward. 12
surprise
It took me by surprise. 81
surrounded
They were surrounded by rival companies. 2
swallow
Youll have to swallow your pride. 24
He swallowed it hook, line and sinker. 29
swamp
We were swamped by refugees. 12
swan
He's swanning around in his Mercedes. 15
sweep
They wanted to sweep it under the carpet. 70
sweet
He's got a sweet tooth. 24
swim
He's swimming against the tide. 42
It's sink or swim now. 45, 42

swing
There isn't enough room to swing a cat. 14, 19
swoop
His reputation was destroyed in one fdl swoop.
15
tacks
Let's get down to brass tacks. 38
tail
He's like a dog with two tails. 66
| can't make head nor tail of it. 33, 63, 71
tailor
They'll tailor your holiday to your needs. 80
take off
The plan never took off. 10
take
Don't take anything for granted. 47
Don't take it at face value. 26
He couldn't take his eyes off her. 25
He said | could stay in his flat and | took him at
his word. 113
He took it in his stride. 55
He took the plunge at last and asked her to
marry him. 73
He took to thejob like a duck to water. 80
He's taking one day at atime. 47
He's trying to take advantage of you. 54, 68
Her career has taken of. 4
| take after my father. 75
| take my hat off to him. 20
I'd take that with a pinch of salt. 30
Il take my chances. 5
I'l take your word for it. 113
I'm taking a backseat now. 23
It takes two to tango. 40
It took a while to get going. 71
It took me by surprise. 81
No hurry - take your time. 77
Our plans are taking shape. 52
She took me under her wing. 15
You can take heart from the fact that everyone is
on your side. 34
That'll take your mind off things. 39
They're taking you for a ride. 54
We take atough line on punctuality. 68
We're taking on new dtaff. 84
Weve taken alot of flak. 2
Some people think they can take the law into
their own hands. 32
You took the words right out of my mouth. 113
Youll have to take the bull by the horns. 47, 70
talk
He's talking through his hat. 20
It's like talking to a brick wall. 18, 49
Now you're talking! 48
She talks nineteen to the dozen. 53
We were talking at cross purposes. 63
tango
It takes two to tango. 40
tape
There's so much red tape. 22
target
You should set some targets. 2
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taste
It left a bad taste in my mouth. 24
It's not my taste. 24
tea
It's not my cup of tea. 30, 80
tear
| was tearing my hair out. 49
teem
The square was teeming with people. 12
teeth
| want something to get my teeth into. 24
They're lying through their teeth. 54
Weve got the bit between our teeth. 35
tell
| can't tell the difference between them. 75
| told him a few home truths. 36
Tell me about it! 48
There were five of us al told. 86
To tell you the truth, I'd rather not go. 109
You're telling me! 48

temper

He's got a fiery temper. 28
ten

They're ten apenny 40
territory

T u_*J* ", c r-

Its uncharted territory for us. 6
test
Test the waters before deciding. 42

| m MHe engi or my ttetlher f@ g6

thereabouts
It starts at three or thereabouts. 82

Elood is thickér thah Wéter. 5_’6

thThe'y stayed together through thlck and thln 72
He's a bit thin on top. 110
The walls are paper thin. |11
They stayed together through thick and thin. 72
You're skating on thin ice. 74
thing (see pages 230-231)
| don't know the first thing about it. 60
It's been one thing after another. 83
She knows a thing or two about cars. 60
It's the best thing since sliced bread. 30
*"k
He thinks the world of her. 73
To my way of thinking, every mistake is an
opportunity for improvement. 112
You have to think on your feet. 31
You've got another think coming. 81
thinking (adjective)
Get your thinking cap on. 20
third
Third time lucky! 40, 50
thought
I'm having second thoughts. 40
That's food for thought. 30
The thought never crossed my mind. 39
thousand
It's the sixty-four thousand dollar question. 40
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three
Two's company, three's a crowd. 40

thrill

You must be thrilled to bits. 66
throat

They're at each other's throats. 72
throw

Keep the good ideas. Don't throw the baby out
with the bath water. 47
He's always throwing his weight around. 68
| was thrown in at the deep end. 42, 55
| wouldn't trust him as far as | can throw him. 54
Thatthrew a gnanner in the works. 69
They had to throw us a Ilfellne 42
Wehad to throw In the towel. 8
thumb
Asa mle of thumb. 27
Heisunder her thumb. 27
rm all fin_ers and thumbs. 27
ltgetthe thumbs down. 27
Wesat there twiddling our thumbs. 27, 83
Wethumbed a lift. 27
Ic\j(ou'll stick out like a sore thumb. 27, 75, 80
t e
A tide of refugees poured in. 12
He's swimming against the tide. 42

.
The tide is turning in our iavour. 45
tie
Hg‘ﬂ%*épa%'t%aﬂ fgneh. &3
ey~finaly tied the knot on Sunday. 58, #3
*i«iit
| mjust gomg to S|t tlght untll he comes. 47
WEell have to keep atlght rein on him. 35
» +i+
Were in atight corner. 69
t'tfhten
WEll have to tighten our belts. 20, 64
tiles
‘We had anight on the tiles. 18
time
Hess 1Mng on borrowed time:- 58
Hess taklng one day at a tilme 4y
» g0 there from tlr_ne to time 82
Ksa race agalnst time. 9
1t™s cold for this time ofyear 82
ksonly a matter of time. 82
Long time no see. 82
No hurry _ takeyour time- 7
Thepolice arrived in the nick of time. 82
There's no time like the present. 82
They've got time on their hands. 32
Third time lucky! 40, 50
we had awhale of a time. 29, 59
We had the time of our lives. 59
We made very good time. 77
WEIl be there in no time at all. 77, 82
Welve run out of time. 1
| can make time for you. 1
| value my free time. 1
My time is precious. 1
We're short of time. 1
There's plenty of time. 1



You arrived just in time. 81

I'mjust biding my time. 47
tip

It's on the tip of my tongue. 61

That'sjust the tip of the iceberg. 69
tit-bit

There are some interesting tit-bits init. 71
toes

We dipped our toes in the water. 16
together

| need to put my life back together. 17

| put two and two together. 40
tomorrow

He spends money as if there was no tomorrow.

77

Tomorrow is another day. 50, 82
ton

She came down on me like aton of bricks. 18
tongue

It was a slip of the tongue. 62

It's on the tip of my tongue. 61

There you are - and not a minute too soon. 82
coot) -

He's got a sweet tooth. 24
top

He blew his top when he saw the damage. 110

bit t . 110
Hg'g £(iJnIIy ﬁ}amaga ﬁ?@s af the top of the tree in his
profession. 84 .
- C c
Ioé:aﬁ give you an answer onthe top of my head.

| feel like everything's getting on top of me. 110

| really blew my top. 66

| want to do many things - top of the list is travel
to the United States. 110

I'm feeling on top of the world. 110

It cost a bit over the top. 64

She was very late and on top of that she was

extremely rude. 110

?Pg worked her way to the top of her profession.

'Il'r11Oe company's got to change from top to bottom.

The way she dresses is over the top. 110

There's no space, we're living on top of each

other the whole time. 110

They only buy top-of-the-range products. 110

They were shouting at the top of their voices. 110
toss

It's a toss-up between France and Italy. 5
oucn

We need to touch base for awhile. 41

It's touch and go. 51
tough

It's atough nut to crack. 55

We take a tough line on punctuality. 68
towel

We had to throw in the towel. 41, 78
town

Let's paint the town red. 22

track
He's got a one-track mind. 40, 44
| like places off the beaten track. 59
I think we're on the right track now. 44
We're back on track now. 44
train
He's like an express train. 44
travel
It's good to travel light. 59
trawl
We trawled through the papers. 29
tread
I™ JUSt treading water in this job. 42
't"s @ delicate area so tread carefully. 47
Tread carefully with him. 74
treatment
They gave me the red carpet treatment. 22
tree
~®knows his family tree. 56
He:is onl 23 and hers atthetoP of the tree In hls

profession. 84
You're barking up the wrong tree. 62

A glass of water should do the trick. 80

trickle .
We had a trickle of customers. 12

1%

) ” r -
Thats a load of tripe! 71

He's just a trouble-maker. 67
trousers
"*  wears the trousers in that ‘hbuse. 20, 68

Itsadream come true. 76

TMwouIdn-ttrust hlm an Inch, 54
j wouldn-t tmst him as far as J can throw him-
Cy
truth
Hewas economical mth the truth. 54
Totell you the truth, j didn't want to go anyway.
+,QQ
truths
| tol]d him a few home truths. 36
tunnel
There's light at the end of the tunnel. 4, 50, 44
turbulence
Thereis a lot of turbulence in the market. 10
turn
we can turn his hand to anything. 32
He did me a good turn. 72
He's turned over a new leaf. 52, 71
The police turned ablind eye to it. 25, 70
The tide is turning in our favour. 45
Their relationship turned sour. 72
There's no turning back. 4
They've turned the corner now. 23
turn-up
It was areal turn-up for the books. 81
twice
Once bitten, twice shy. 40
Once or twice. 40
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twiddle

Wejust sat there twiddling our thumbs. 27, 83
twist

Don't get your knickers in a twist. 20

OK, twist my arm. 68

She can twist him around her little finger. 27, 68

There's a great twist at the end. 71

You're twisting what | said. 63
two

He's so two-faced. 54

| put two and two together. 40

I'm in two minds about it. 29, 40

It takes two to tango. 40

She knows a thing or two about cars. 60

She's not short of abob or two. 65

They're like two peas in a pod. 56

Two heads are better than one. 33, 40

Two's company, three's a crowd. 40

We killed two birds with one stone. 40
U-turn

They did a U-turn. 23
uncharted

It's uncharted territory for us. 6
under

He's under her thumb. 27

Why are you so hot under the collar? 66

I'm feeling under the weather. 58

They got me there under false pretences. 54

They pulled the rug from under my feet. 81

They went under in the recession. 42
unknown

She's a bit of an unknown quantity. 67
unputdownable

It's an unputdownable thriller. 71
unturned

They'll leave no stone unturned to find him. 79
up

He's going up in the world. 79

I'm a bit hard up at the moment. 65

I'm up to my eyes in work. 83

It's al up in the air. 51

She's an up and coming writer. 79

That should be right up your street. 80

The locals are up in arms about it. 66

Weve had our ups and downs. 72

up-root

They can't up-root the entire workforce. 11
uphill

It's an uphill struggle. 55
upper

We got the upper hand in the end. 68
value

Don't take it at face value. 26

| value my freetime. 1
voice

They were shouting at the top of their voices. 110
voter

They appeal to the floating voters. 45
wade

| waded through pages of it. 71
wait

| won't wait on you hand and foot. 31
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We're waiting for the storm to pass. 6
walk
| felt as if | was walking on air. 66
wall
I'm banging my head against a brick wall. 18, 49
It's driving me up the wall. 49
It's like talking to a brick wall. 18, 49, 53
The writing's on the wall. 51
We've got our backs to the wall. 18
warm
They gave me a warm welcome. 7
| warmed to him straightaway. 7, 43
The party soon warmed up. 7
You look like death warmed up. 37
war path
Be careful - the boss is on the warpath. 66
waste
What awaste of time. 1
watch
We sat there watching the world go by. 59
water
Blood is thicker than water. 56
Don't throw the baby out with the bath water. 47
He gave me a watered down version. 45
He took to it like a duck to water. 80
His story just doesn't hold water. 45
| shouldn't have gone. | fdt like a fish out of
water at the party. 14, 45, 80
I'm going on the trip, come hell or high water. 45
I'mjust treading water in thisjob. 42
It's like water off a duck's back. 45
Now we're in deep water. 42
She spends money like water. 45
That joke landed him in hot water. 43, 45, 69
That's water under the bridge now. 45
They poured cold water on my plans. 43
We dipped our toes in the water. 16
We're just keeping our heads above water. 33,
42, 45
waters
Test the waters before deciding. 42
wave
She's on the crest of a wave. 42
There was a wave of protests. 45
He's making waves. 45
wavelength
We're not on the same wavelength. 53, 63, 72
way (see pages 238-239)
By the way, isit al right if | bring my friend? 112
Don't rub him up the wrong way. 19
He's very set in his ways. 112
| didn't complain about him, it was the other way
round. 112
| was way off course with my guess. 112
| went out of my way to be nice to them. 112
Il meet you halfway - £50? 112
If you want to do it, I'm not going to stand in
your way. 112
No way! 48
Poets have away with words. 112
She worked her way to the top of her profession.
112



She's in abad way. 58
She's not in a good mood today, so keep out of
her way. 112
She's well on the way to recovery. 58
Stay the night; that way we can take our time. 112
The course has been difficult but in away I'll
miss it when it's over. 112
The meetings paved the way for future
investments. 112
There's more than one way to skin a cat. 19
They've gone their separate ways. 73
They've got a baby on the way. 112
To my way of thinking, every mistake is an
opportunity for improvement. 112
We can start late or finish early, it's fine by me
either way. 112
We learned the hard way. 55
We went our separate ways. 4
| can bluff my way in any situation. 5
Where there's a will, there's away. 50
You can't have it both ways. 112
You've come a long way since you started the
course. 112
wear
She wears the trousers in that house. 20, 68
weather
I'm feeling under the weather. 7, 58
We'll weather the storm. 6
weed
We need to weed out the poor workers. 11
weight
She's worth her weight in gold. 38, 57
That's a weight off my mind. 39
What he says carries a lot of weight. 68
welcome
They gave me awarm welcome. 7
well
She's very well read. 71
She's well on the way to recovery. 58
They're very well off. 65
wet
Don't be such awet blanket. 67
He's abit wet. 7
He's too wet to do it himself. 12
whale
We had awhale of atime. 29, 59what
I know what's what. 60
while
It took a while to get going. 71
Once in awhile. 40
whisker
They caught the train by a whisker. 19
He thinks he's the cat's whiskers. 19
white
I want it in black and white. 21
It's awhite elephant. 21
White collar workers earn more. 21
You look as white as a sheet. 21
You sometimes have to tell alittle white lie. 21,
54
whole
It's awhole new ball game. 41, 75

wicket
We're on a sticky wicket. 41
wide
You're leaving yourself wide open to gossip. |11
It's late but I'm wide awake. 111
Welll have to cast our net wider. 29
wild
They sent me on a wild goose chase. 14, 62
Wild horses couldn't drag me in there. 35
wildfire
The news spread like wildfire. 77
will
Where there's awill, there's a way. 50
win
We're winning now. 9
You can't win them all. 50
You win some, you lose some. 5, 50
wind
Let's throw caution to the wind. 7
We're sailing close to the wind. 74

window

My plans all went out of the window. 18
wing

She took me under her wing. 15
wink

| couldn't sleep a wink. 76
I had forty winks. 76
wires
We got our wires crossed. 63
wits
I'm at my wits' end. 49
You've got to keep your wits about you. 47
wolf
That should keep the wolf from the door. 14
woman
He's a bit of an old woman. 67
wood
We must cut out all the dead wood. 11
wool
You can't pull the wool over my eyes. 25, 54
word (see pages 240-241)
Actions speak louder than words. 113
Don't breathe a word of this to anyone. 53
Don't put words into my mouth. 63
Famous last words! 113
He said | could stay in his flat and | took him at
his word. 113
He wants a quick word with you. 53
He's not polite. He doesn't know the meaning of
the word. 113
| can't tell you - it's too awful for words. 113
You can't believe a word he says. 54
| had a quick word with him after lunch. 113
| knew he was going to be difficult from the word
go. 113
Il put in a good word for you. 53, 68
Il take your word for it. 113
I'm lost for words. 113
If you want me to drive you, just say the word. 113
In aword, no. 113
In other words, it's a waste of time. 113
It's secret so don't breathe a word to anyone. 113
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Poets have away with words. 112
Tell me what he said word for word. 113
We found out about the hotel by word of mouth.
113
You can trust him, he's a man of hisword. 113
You can't get aword in edgeways when she's
talking. 113
You took the words right out of my mouth. 48,
113
| had to eat my words. 24, 113
wor k
I've got my work cut out with thisjob. 55
She worked her way to the top of her profession.
112
works (noun)
That threw a spanner in the works. 69
world
He thinks the world of her. 73
He's going up in the world. 79
| was dead to the world. 76
I'm feeling on top of the world. 110
It was out of this world. 57She hardly set the
world on fire. 28
She hasn't got a care in the world. 66
The world's your oyster. 79
There's aworld of difference between them. 75
We sat there watching the world go by. 59
wor se
His bark is worse than his bite. 50
It's a fate worse than death. 37
To make matters worse, it started to rain. 109
worth
It's worth spending at least two days there. 1
She must be worth a fortune. 65
She's worth her weight in gold. 38, 57

wrecked
Our plans have been wrecked. 6
write
He's nothing to write home about. 36, 57, 109
writing
The writing's on the wall. 51
wrong
Don't rub him up the wrong way. 19
| wouldn't like to get on the wrong side of him.
62
It fdl into the wrong hands, 32
We got off on the wrong foot. 31, 69, 72
You backed the wrong horse. 35, 41
You've got the wrong end of the stick. 62, 63
You're barking up the wrong tree. 62
year
I haven't been to London for donkey's years. 82
It's cold for this time of year. 82
It's open al year round. 86
Not in a million years. 40
yester day
I can remember it as if it were yesterday. 61
you
Just between you and me, she's pregnant. 53
yours
It's al yours. 86
your self
Make yourself at home. 36



SECTION 6

Answer Key

Introductory Unit

Task 1: 1 feeling a bit under the weather,

2 in the nick of time, 3 know (London) like
the back of my hand, 4 pull a few strings for
me, 5 get aword in edgeways, 6 the rat race,
7 follow in his footsteps, 8 cutting it a bit
fine 9 look on the bright side, 10 sweep this
under the carpet

ANlen o O A rrt, -, 0

Task 2: 1g, 2c, 3d, 4h, 5, 6b, 7a, 8e

Task 3: laliteral, 2a non-literal, 3a literal,
4a non-literal, 5aliteral, 6a non-literal

Unit 1
Ex 1: lc, 2f, 3b, 4a, 5h, 6d, 7g. 8e
Ex 2: 1 spend, 2 save, 3value, 4 waste,
5 ran out dof, 6 spare, 7 afford, 8 precious,
9 waste, 10 short of, 11 plenty, 12 make
Ex 3: 1 spend, 2 afford/spare, 3 spare,
4 wasting, 5 save, 6 running out/short

Unit2

Ex 1: 1 minefields, 2 captures, 3 Battle,

4 march, 5 casualties, 6 targets, targets,

7 flak, 8 bombard, 9 sights, 10 forces,

11 reinforcements, 12 surrounded

Ex 2: 1 gaining ground on, 2 give up without
afight, 3 reinforce, 4 surrounded, 5 joined
forces, 6 bombarded

Ex 3: le, 2i, 3j, 4d, 5h, 6c, 7a, 8, 9b, 10g
Ex 4: 1 gain, 2 set, 3 capture, 4 set, 5 give,
6 reinforce, 7 take, 8join

TT '* O
Unit 3
e OTTJ-
Ex 1 1 wide, 2 eye-opener, 3 H|nd3|ght
j- jpou_t A n Nutk
4b||nkers 5 mud, 6 Short-sighted, 7 sight,
Qt nar .
0 view

Ex 2: Ih, 2b, 3e, 49, 5, 6a, 7c, &d

Ex 3: Ic, 2a, 3, 4b, 5d, 6e

Ex 4: 1 as clear as mud, 2 very short-sighted
view, 3 lose sight of, 4 from my point of view,
5 seen the light, 6 It's not very clear, 7 | see

what you mean

Unit 4

Ex 1: 1 take of, 2 tunnel, 3 ruts, 4 track,
5 crossroads, 6 steam, 7 rails, 8 footsteps,
9 dead-end, 10 short-cut

Ex 2. la, 2b, 3e, 4f, 5¢c, 6g, 7d, 8h

Ex 3. lc 2a 3d 4f 5b 6e 7h 8g

Ex 4 » n nowherefasl> 2 hell folow in

== C 1 7 T ) ” o
his lathers footsteps 3 theres no turmng
AN
TT »
hack> 4 gOf OUr Separate Wa,,S: 5 He S Wf\

ontheroad to

recovery, © "ght at the end of
the tunnel, 7 no short-cut to success,
8 running out of steam, 9 taken dof, 10 I'm

com|n§ or gc)ll’]g .
Unit 5

Ex 1. | hand_ 4 deals:

5jackpot, 6 stake, 7 bluff, hand, bluff,

° chips

Ex 2: Ib, 2c, 3a, 4d, 5, 6e

Ex 3: If, 2a, 3b, e, 4d, 5i, 6g, 7h, 8j, 9c
Ex 4: 1 dealt, 2 play, 3 put, 4 got, 5 show,
6 take

2 toss: 3 odds_

Unit 6
Ex 1: lg, 2c, 3h, 4f, 5b, 6d, 7a, 8e
Ex 2: Ic, 2b, 3a, 49, 5h, 6e, 7, 8d
Ex 3: 1d, 2a, 3h, 4g, 5, 6e, 7b, 8c
Ex 4. x al_ 3 uncharted: 4 pass,
5 rQck 6 rQpes ? on g bafl

2 same>

uitilit 7

Ex 1: 1 breeze, 2 shower, 3 hazy, 4 frosty,

5 gloomy, 6 cloud over, 7 storm, 8 cool

Ex2: 1 stormlng, 2 breezed, 3 weather,

4 cooled 5

9 wetr 10 ghoyer

Ex 3: Ib, 2e, 3d, 4a, 5c

Ex 4: 1 cloud, 2 warmed up, 3 warmed,
4 hazy, 5 clouded, 6 wind, 7 brighten up
Ex 5: 1d, 2e, 3c, 4a, o, 6b

warm, 6 frosty, 7 warm, 8 gloomy,
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Unit 8
Ex 1: 1 sights, 2 command, 3 shots, 4 line,
5 ranks, 6 march, 7 crossfire, 8 stab
Ex 2: 1 marching, 2 fort, 3 gunning, 4 stick,
5 ling, 6 stab, 7 guns, 8 shot/stab
Ex 3: 1 crossfire, 2 sights, 3 command,

4 shots, 5 head, 6 ranks, 7 back, 8 posts

Ex 4: 1 caught, 2 in, 3 gunning, 4 orders,
5 break, 6 set, 7 down, 8 hold, 9 shot/stab,
10 great, 11 stick, 12 call

Unit 9

Bx 1: 1'lap, 2 me’dal(,) 3 record, "4 'baton,
5 straight,” 6 pace, "7 'hurdles

Ex 2. le, &, 3d, 4h, 59, 6a, 7b, 8c

Ex3: 1 ra(l:ce, '2 flyl‘hg, ? pace, ﬁfd'l'lhg, v

, Irj. r, . i i nii7 .

Ex 4 1 We got df to aflying start, 2 Were on

’ s 0 -y

the home straight, 3 Itsa magor hurdle

v 3 CanT s 17

4-1 You d@erve amedal, 5 Were still on the
starting blocks, 6 We fdl at the first hurdle,

7 Were on the last lap
Ex 5: 1 at, 2 at, 3in, 4 on, 5 up, 6 over,
7 on, 8 on, 9 against, 10 dof

Unit 10
Ex 1: 1 nosedives, 2 plummets, 3 collison,
4 course, 5 freefdl, 6 turbulence
Ex 2: 1 soar, 2 collison, 3 course, 4 ground,
5 nosedive
al, b5, c4, d2, e3
Ex 3: Ib, &, 3a, 4e, 5c, 6d
Ex4: 1:d, b, f,ace2gli hj 1k
Ex 5: 1 going through the roof, 2 going
through the roof, 3 plummeting, 4 got of the
ground, 5 back on course, 6 out of, 7 out d,

9on

Unit 11
Ex 1: 1 glasshouse, 2 plough, 3 stem,
4 branches, 5 weeds, 6 crops, 7 dig, 8 dead
wood, 9 root out, 10 bear, 11 flourish,
12 perennial
Ex 2: 1 dig, 2 stem, 3 ploughing, 4 weed,
5 cut back, 6 flourish, 7 branch, 8 bear
Ex 3: 1 dead wood, 2 off-shoot, 3 up-rooting,
4 crop, 5 cross-fertilisation, 6 perennial,
7 j i oN u
7 spadework, 8 glasshouses
Ex 4: 1d, 2f, 33, 4b, 59, 6¢, 7h, 8e
Ex 5: 1 back, 2 out into, 3 into, 4 from,
5 out, 6 out

Unit 1Z
Ex 1: 1 pool, splash, 2 teeming, pouring,
3 drip, 4 flood, 5 streams, 6 trickles,
280

floods/pours,

7 overflow, 8 tide, 9 surge, 10 ripples
Ex 2 teeming, overflowing, trickling, stream,

sea, pours/floods, surge
Ex 3: X rlpple_ 2 tide_ 3 SPIash- 4wet> 5 flow_

6 P00I> 7 drIP- 8 dry UP
Ex 4: 1 sur£e- 2 SPIash- 3 flow_ 4 rIPFje*
5 stream/tide, 6 sea, 7 tide, 8 pour/flood

Unit 13

unitllyasting, 2 spent, 3 run, 4 spare,

5 save, 6 short

Unit 2: 1 fight, 2 forces, 3 marching,

4 minefidd, 5 Keegp, 6 flak

Unit 3: 1 see,"2 hindsight, 3 sight, 4 ¢lear,

: S%5r‘|> o ey

Unit 4: 1 ruI, 2 nowhere, 3 footsteps,
LclxvCU, J UctL-lv, V LU1111C1

Unit 5: 1 dedlt, 2 cards, 3 take, 4 win, lose,

7

5 hand, 6 toss
tJn.it 6 1' boat, 2 'boat, 3 deck 4 uncharted,
S5ratsi 6ropes

Unltz | warm/coo /frosty, 2 westher,
3 throws 4 Aan 5 cloud

Unlts X command, 2 orders, 3 down, 4 fort,
5 crossfire, 6 sights

Unit 9: 1 hurdle, 2 record, 3 start, 4 pace,

N race, 6 line
Unit10:1offe 2 orash, 3 climbing, 4 ground,
> © nosedive

Unit 11: 1 bear, 2 ploughed, 3 cut, 4 weed,
5 dig, 6 root, wood

Unit 12: 1 poured, 2 stem, 3 pool, 4 dried,

5 oveaflowing, 6 sea

5 roof

Unit 14
Ex 1: | bull_ horns_ 2hind< 3 bonnet,
4 pants, 5 chase, 6 bees, 7 Straw, 8 sty,

9 swing

Ex 2: 1 bee, bonnet, 2 fish, sea, 3 cat, bag,
4 fish, water, 5 bull, horns, 6 ants, pants,

7 sheep, family, 8 cows, home

Ex 3: la, 2d, 3b, 4c, 5 goose, 6 donkey,

7 chicken, 8 horse, 9 wdlf, 10 donkey,

11 camel, 12 donkey, 13 pig, 14 foxed

Ex 4: 1 cat, 2 bull, 3 goose, 4 cat, 5 donkey,
6 bee, 7 rat, 8 fish, 9 donkey, 10 woalf

T =

Unit 15

Ex 1: 1 wings, 2 nest, 3 swoop, 4 peck,
5 flap, 6 Boo
2: le, 2d, 3b, 44, 5, 6¢
Ex 3: 1 crow, 2 duck, 3 chicken, 4 hawk,
5 goose, 6 sparrow, 7 dodo, 8 parrot
Ex 4: 1d, 2g, 3k, 4f, 5b, 6a, 7h, 8n, 9m, 10,
111, 12, 13], 14c



Ex 5: 1 duck, 2 birds, 3 hawk, 4 wing,

5 chicken, 6 flap, 7 parrot, 8 goose, 9 crow,
10 swoop, 11 dodo, 12 parrot, 13 nest,

14 swan, 15 pecking, 16 nest

Umtib
Ex 1: 1d, 2c, 3b, 4a, 5e
Ex 2: If, 2i, 3g, 4b, 5d, 6a, 7k, 8e, 9c, 10h,
j, 121
Ex 3: 1d, 2 3c, 4a 5b
Ex 4: 1 neck, 2 foot, 3 chest, 4 finger,

5 shoulder, 6 elbow, 7 nosey, 8 cheeky,

9 arm, 10 an arm and aleg, 11 leg, 12 feet

Ex 5: 1 give, 2 put, 3 pulling, 4 put, 5 came,

6 gone, 7 cost, 8 finding, 9 buries, 10 get
Unit 17

Ex 1: 1 shattered, 2 Fragile, 3 smashed,

4 chip, 5 snapped, 6 crack, 7 handle,

8 crushed, 9 mend, 10 kid

Ex 2: le, 2c, 3, 4a, 5b, 6h, 79, 8d

Ex 3: Ib, 2h, 3e 4] 5a, 6f, 71, 8d, 9g, 10c

Ex'4: 1 brbke. 2 Chlp, 3 shat’tereh

4 treat, kid, 5 fragile, 6 broken, 7 pieces,
8 broke, 9 crack, 10 pieces
Unit 18

Ex 1: 1 chimney, 2 foundations, 3 roof,

4 ceiling, 5 Bricks, Cement, 6 doorstep,

7 tiles, 8 corridor

Ex 2: le, 2d, 3h, 4f, 5b, 69, 7a, 8c

Ex 3: 1 door, 2 cement, 3 chimney, 4 roof,

5 closed doors, 6 wall, 7 window, 8 corridors,
9 brickwall

Ex'4” 1’ fdot; door] 2 banging, brick,

3 smokes, chimney, 4 night, tiles, 5 meeting,
closed, 6 talking, brick, 7 door, 8 ton,

9 corridors, 10 doors, 11 door, 12 window,
13 roof, 14 roof, 15 doorstep, 16 cement

unit Li)
Ex 1: 1 pigeon, 2 pussy, 3 claws, 4 fur, fur,
5 rub, fur, rub, 6 curious, 7 Bricks,
8 whiskers
Ex 2: la, 2b, 3, 4g, 5¢c, 6h, 7e, 8d
Ex 3: 1 whisker, 2 cat, 3 catty, 4 fur,
5 whiskers, 6 claws
Ex 4: |b, 2d, 3g, 4h, 5a, 61. 7c, &, 9e, 10
Ex 5: 1 dog, 2 pussyfooting around, 3 hell's,
4 catty, 5 away, the mice will play, 6 among,
7 bag, 8 whiskers

fi

Unit 20

Ex 1: : gloves 2 sleeves, 3 cap, 4 roll up,
5peit, 6 tighten, 7 twist, 8 knickers

Ex 2: le, 2a, 3g, 4c, 5, 6b, 7d, 8h

Ex 3: Ic, &, 3a, 4d, 5b, 6e

Ex 4: 1 coat, 2 belts, 3 sleeves. 4 shoes.
5 shirt, 6 socks, 7 trousers, 8 caps

Ex 5: 1 roll, 2 keep, 3 pull, 4 take. 5 give,
6 pull, 7 tighten, 8 fits, 9 talk, 10 be in

21

Unjt

Exl Id, &, 3c, 4h 59, 6b, 7a, 8e

£x 2. b 28 3t " 5d e

ex 3 If>20,'30," 4e' 5¢,' 6d, 7a, 81, 9h, 10]

Ex 4. 1 lie> 2 SPOt, 3 sheep, 4 picture,

5 elephant, 6 market, 7 look, 8 economy
Unit 22

Ex 1: 1 red, 2 In English they are black and
blue. What about your language?

% red, 4 red, 5 In English they are blue.

6" English you get a black eye.

Ex 2: | bluer 2 blue:r 3 red: 4 blue: 5 red:
6 red, 7 red, 8 red, 9 blue, 10 blue
£x-3:'1 red,”Z blue,—3'blue, 4 red, 5 blue.
y 7 y DJ
Ex 4-I X red>'2 red> 3 queA 4 redi 5 blue
® blue, 7 blue, 8 blue, 9 red, 10 red, 11 blue,
12 red

Unit 2d
Ex 1: 1 overtake, 2 steer, 3 dead-end, 4 gear,

5 lanes, 6 collision, 7 crash, 8 backseat,

9 bends 10 crossroads

Ex 2: Ib: 2& 3er 4c 5J- 6f1 7h_ 10d

10a

8a: 9i>

Ex 3: 1h, 2b, 3e 4] 5c, 6g, 7, 8d, 9i,
Ex 4: 1b, 2d, 3

Ex5: 1 drive, 2dhve, 3 give"4 go,~5'hit,

A
6 ? go> gtum g put 1Q steer

Unit 24
Ex 1: Ib, 2d, 3, 4c, 5e, 6h, 7a, 89
Ex 2: 11 could eat a horse, 2 it's not my
taste, 3 go down well, 4 a sweet tooth, 5 bit
my head doff, 6 eat his words, 7 making a
meal of it, 8 had my fill

Ex 3: le, 2b, 3a, 4f, 5h, 6¢c, 7d, 8g
Ex 4. T chew: 2 hite 3 eat 4 SNa“OW,

7 bity
Unit 25

Ex 1: 1 bargains 2 bllnk, 3 peel, 4 bllnd,

5 eyebrows, 6 eyelids

Ex 2: lg, 2d, 3a, 4e, 5b, 6h, 7, 8c,

9 up to my eyes in work, 10 see eye to eye,

28'

5 teeth: 6 taste: 8 down



11 pull the wool over my eyes, 12 need eyes
in the back of my head

Ex 3: |h, 2c, 3a 41, 5d, 6b, 7g, &, 9e

Ex 4: 1 bat, 2 turn, 3 need, 4 run, 5 see,

6 keep, 7 keep, 8 meets, 9in, 10 up, 11 with,
12 to, 13 to, 14 on

I 't 2fi

Ex 2: 1 the fact, 2 the music, 3 a full meal,
4 work, 5 the consequences, 6 lose, 7 keep,
8 got, 9 putting, 10 put, 11 save

Ex 3: Ib, 2d, 3h, 4a 5, 6e, 7c, 8g

Ex 4: |h, 2b, 3, 4a, 59, 6d, 7c, 8e

Unit 27
Ex 1: Ih, 2e, 3a, 4f, 5g, 6b, 7i, 8c, 9d
Ex 2: 1 finger, 2 thumb, 3 finger, 4 fingers,
5 thumbs, 6 finger, 7 thumb, 8 thumbs.
9 thumb, 10 finger
Ex 3: If, 2c, 3d, 49, 5e, 6a, 7h. 8b
Ex 4: 1 stick, 2 twist, 3 pull, 4 put, 5 count,
6 keep, 7 give, 8 twiddle, 9 thumb, 10 get

TT -4 0Q
Unit 28

Ex 1: 1 fud, 2 blaze, 3 row, 4 ambition,
5 baptism, 6 temper, 7 sparks, 8 flames
Ex 2: 1 burning, 2 fire, 3 blazing, 4 fiery,
5 heated, 6 fire, 7 fire, 8 smoke, 9 flames,
10 sparks

Ex 3: la, 2d, 3e, 4b, 5qg, 6, 7c

Ex 4: 1 set, 2 have, 3 play, 4 get, 5 add,
6 fire, 7 go, 8 burn

Unit 31

Ex 1. » feet 2 feet 3 feet 4 feet 5 foot

6 foot> 7 foot> 8  foot 9 feet 10 foot
ex 22 | think on your feet, 2 dragging their
feet, 3 stand on your own two feet, 4 didn't
put a foot wrong, 5 put my foot down, 6 foot
the kJ,\

Ex 3: Id, 2b, 3a, 4c, 59, 6e, 7, 8h

Ex 4: 1 on, 2 foot, 3 your, 4 dead, 5 df, 6 in,
7 cold, 8 wrong, 9 set, 10 put

Uunlt 32
B+ 1: 1 changed hands, 2 I've got my hands
full, 3 out of hand, 4 things get out of hand,
5 time on my hands, 6 get my hands on,
7 living from hand to mouth, 8 had a big
hand

Ex 2: | Slve_ 2 count: 3turn<4MI 5take:
6 hand_ 7 anaw_ 8 kee

Ex 3: | hand: 2 hand: 3 hands: 4 hands:
A A fhandS- ? AN & 9

ultllit 33

Ex 1: 1 examines, 2 block, 3 bury, 4 roll,

T - o ficirrpw

ex 2. If 2a 3h 4d 5e 6g 7c 8b

Ex 3I- Il put ' 2 keep,' 3 bUl’y,

4 examined/examining, 5 goes, 6 laughed,

7 ron, g screwed

Ex 4: 1 | could do it standing on my head,

2 He's got his head screwed on, 3 Don't bury
your head in the sand, 4 It went right over
my head/l couldn't make head nor tail of it,

Unit 29

Ex 1: fish, fishing line, net, line, hook, bait,
cod, haddock, rise to the bait, mackerdl,
trawl, cast nets, trawlers, fresh-water fishing,
angling, rod and line, cast, salmon, up river,
down river, spawn, tiddlers
Ex 2: |h, 2, 3g, 4b, 5a 6j, 7d, 8c, 91, I0e
Ex 3: Ib. 2c, 3e 4d, 5a, 6f
Ex 4: 1c, 2d, 3b, 4e, 5a
N
— T [ y - o -
Ex 5: 1 landed, contract, 2 plenty, sea, 3 rise,
bait, 4 let, hook, 5 cast, wider, 6 whale, time
*

Unit ' 30
N
Ex 1: 1 couch, 2 diced, 3 stew, 4 icing,
5 gpices, 6 variety, 7 pinch, 8 pickle
Ex 2: 1d, 2b, 3h, 44, 5j, 6g, 7c, 81, 9e, IOf
Ex 3: le, 2c, 3b, 4f, 5a, 6d
Ex 4: Id, 2c, 3a, 4b
Ex 5: 1 juice, 2 salt, 3 bread, 4 life, 5 cakes,
6 face, 7 cake, 8 earth, 9 cucumber, 10 tea
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5 Werre keeping our heads above water,
6 You need your head examined/ examining
Ex 5: 1 above, 2 to, 3 d, 4 above, 5in,
6 over, 7 on, 8 df, 9 df, 10 on
TTn't<d

Ex 20 1 sank_ 2 loser 3 set_ 4 take: 5 nave_
6 break

Ex 3: |b: 2& 3hy 4a: 5¢i 6f171: 8d: 9\108
Ex 4: 1 by, 2in. 3d, 4in, 5 &fter, 6 o, 7 to,

Unit 35

Ex 1: 1 cart, 2 hooves, 3 reins, 4 bit,
s hurdles 6 saddle

Ex 2- Ib? 2C, 3g, 4f, 5a (puttlng), 6e, 7d, 8h
gx 3: 1 one, 2 dead, 3 high, 4 dark, 5 Wild,
6 wrong

Ex 4: Ic, 2d, 3b, 4e, 5a

Ex 5: 1 on, 2 between, 3 for, 4 before, 5 on,
6 from, 7 with, 8 at, 9 through, 10 on



Unit 36

Ex 1: Ib, 2, 3g, 4d, 5c, 6h, 7e, 8a

Ex 2: 1 home, 2 house, 3 house, 4 home,
5 home, 6 home, 7 home, 8 in-house,

rl ’ iri s

9 house, 10 houses

Ex 3: lIc, 2a, 3, 4e, 5b, 6h, 7d, 8g

Ex 4: 1 fire, 2 home, 3 truths 4 order,

5 home, 6 home, 7 down 8 about, 9 home,

1OStraight
Unit 37
Bx 1: 1 kiss, 2 lease, '3 soul, 4 fate, 5 misery,
Ex-2: a'death; blife, dHite, ' fife, e’delith,
f life, g death, h death, i death, j life
Ih, 2a, 3c, 4e, 5g, 6d, 71. 8b, 9j, IOf
E)é 3:t h1 death, 2 life, 3 death, 4 life, 5 life,
Ex 4: 1 You look like death warmed up,
2 You're dicing with death, 3 She can't sing to
save her life, 4 It's given me a new lease of

Ex 5: 1 fate, 2 warmed, 3 save, 4 make,
5 soul, 6 door, 7 life, 8 kiss, 9 catch,
10 frightened

TTnit **t

Ex 1: Ib, 21, 3, 4e, 5g, 6¢, 7a, 8d, 9h
Ex 2: la, 2b
Ex 3: airon, b brass, c steel, d iron, eiron,
f lead, g brass, h brass
Ic, 2a, 3e, 4b, 5h, 6f, 7g, 8d
Ex 4: 1 gold, 2 golden, 3 silver, 4 golden,
5rod, 6 iron, 7 brass, 8 brass, 9 steel,
10 golden
TT "* IQ

Ex 1: Id, 2b, 3a, 4e, 5g, 6f, 7h, 8c

Ex 2: la, 2d, 3b, 4c

Ex 3: lc, 2g, 3j, 4h, 5a, 6d, 7, 8b, 9¢, 101
Ex 4: 1 dlipped my mind, 2 put your mind to,
3 not in your right mind, 4 make up your
mind, 5 give someone a piece of your mind,

6 have something on your mind, 7 of, 8 df,
9 out, 10 about, 11 at, 12 in, 13 on, 14 df,
15in, 16 of, 17 to, 18 up

unit 4U
Ex 1: athree's, b one, c one, d two, one,
e two, f two, g two, h first, i six, j twice
If, 2d, 3a, 4e, 5b, 6h, 7j, 8i, 9c, 10g
Ex 2: 1 million, 2 Thousands, 3 million,
4 thousand
Ex 3: If, 2a, 3g, 4b, 5i, 6j, 7e, 8c, 9d, 10h
Ex 4: 1 once in alifetime, 2 once and for all,

3 once or twice, 4 once is enough, 5 once in a
blue moon: 6 once in awhile
Ex 5. T oner 2 two: twor 3 Two:r three:

4 Firsti first 5 oncer Aan 6 sixes: sevens

7 six, 8 ten, 9 nine, 10 two

Unit 41
1 ) i) u n
Ex 1: 1 belt, 2 punches 3 ropes, 4 bell,

5 towel

Ex 2- Ib 2c (backed " 3f 4e 5h 6g 7a>

B3 19%, 3 4a (dropped ...), 5c, 6d
Bhd, %885&‘ AL e 8’%&0‘6‘% AT
Unit 42
Ex 1; | sank> 2 tlde 3 deep] depth 4 cregt

5 treacl drowA 6 sorrows

Ex 2: le, 2g, 3a, 4c, 5b, 6d, 7h, 8f
Ex 3-
4 test> 5 slnk swlm> 6 dive ? treading

%Xv‘\l/étér,e”fjdépvflﬁter d3r0fe "§ mak '”k18 Wzif/e
Unit 43

Ex 1. afeet, b left, ¢ lost, d reception,

® blood, f cucumber, g light, h water, i out,
j coal, li, 2g, 3j, 4h, 5e, 6b, 7, 8d, 9c, 10a
ex2: |b, X, 3a, 41, 5e, 6j, 79, 8c, 9d, 10h
Ex 3- | cooj 2 lukewarm, 3 hot, 4 cold,

5 cold> 6 hot 7 hot 8 cold

1 make 2 drowned out 3 throw:

Unit 44
Ex 1: 1 railway tracks, rails, tunnels,
derailed, off the rails, railway line, station,
buffers, hits the buffers, steam trains, diesel
°" ®1%tric, express trains
Ex 2: atunnel, b track, c steam, d buffers,
e Steam, frails, g track, h steam, i track,
j express Id, 2c, 3i, 4a, 5e, 6, 7b, 8h, 9g, IO
Ex 3: Ib, 2c, 3a, 4d
Ex 4: 1 out, 2 of, 3 0n, 4 d, 5 at, 6 df,
7 under, 8 along, 9 down, 10 on

TT  *i Ad

unit 40
Ex 1: le, 2g, 3d, 4h, 5a, 6c, 7f, 8b, 9 water
under the bridge, 10 keeping our heads above
water, 11 spend money like water, 12 land
AN ML ywater, 13 like water off a duck's
back, 14 watered down, 15 doesn't hold
water, 16 like a fish out of water
Ex 2: 1 floated the idea, 2 floating voters,
3 sink or swim, 4 my heart sank
Ex 3: 1g, 2, 3d, 4h, 5a, 6b, 7e, 8c
Ex 4: 1in, 2 at, 3 of, 4in, 5 under, 6 above,
7 out, 8 of
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Unit 46

Unit 14: 1 cat, 2 hind, 3 bull,
5 years 6 sea
Unit 15: 1 crow, 2 hawk, 3 nest, 4 stone,
5 wing, 6 back
Unit 16: 1 arm, 2 hands, 3 legs, 4 finger,
5 lee 6 back
Unit 17: 1 pieces, 2 home, 3 up, 4 lives,
5 fragile, 6 mend
Unit 18: 1 back, 2 brick, 3 roof, 4 door,
5 chimney, 6 wall
Unit 19: 1 hell's, 2 Stop, 3 pigeons, 4wrong,
r |- »
l’Jn’lt 56 1 trousers 2 leIII 3’f|ghten
4 sr_m»es, 5 'hat, 6 deave A
Unhit 21:" 1 market, 2 lie, 3 sheet, 4 eye,
. J .
urft®2: 1 1,2 fac8 B biue, ¥ bdite5 moon,

4 mouth,

) ) ” ’

Unlt 23: 1 bend, 2 cwcla 3 crossroads

4 brakes, 5 fadt, 6 dlear

Unit 24: 1 words, 2 sweset, 3 swalow,

4 chew, 5 taste, 6 horse

Unit 25: 1 to, 2 meets, 3 catch, 4 head,

5 turn, 6 keep

Unit 26: 1 brave, 2 to, 3 value, 4 flat,

5 staring, 6 blue

Unit 27: 1 pull, 2 crossed, 3 thumbs, 4 at,
5 lifts, 6 up/down

Unit 28: 1 smoke, 2 baptism, 3 smoke,

4 row, 5 burn, 6 fire

Unit 29: 1 line, 2job, 3 mind, 4 hook,

5 through, 6 sea

Unit 30: 1 bread, 2juice, 3 face, 4 spice,
5 salt, 6 cool

Unit 31: 1 put, 2 find, 3in, 4 two, 5 cold,
6 rushed

Unit 32: 1 out, 2 law, 3 give, 4 out, 5 on,
6 turn

Unit 33: 1 better, 2 top, 3 block, 4 laughed,
5 tail, 6 clouds

Unit 34: 1 right, 2 say, 3 change, 4 hearts,
5in, 6 sank

Unit 35: 1 straight, 2 cart, 3 tight, 4 saddled,
5 teeth, 6 dead

Unit 36: 1 at, 2 truths, 3 straight, 4 no-one,
5 fire, 6 houses

Unit 37: 1 bored, 2 up, 3 fate, 4 lease,

5 soul, 6 dicing

Unit 38: 1 cloud, 2 heart, 3 weight, 4 steel,
5 handshake, 6 good

Unit 39: 1 two, 2 dipped, 3 piece, 4 on,

5 right, 6 business

Unit 40: 1 sixes, 2 Third, 3 one, 4 two,

5 dozen, 6 mind
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Unit 41: 1 goalposts, 2 ball, 3 touch, 4 levd,

5 course

| deep: 2 above: 3 sink: 4

5 horse,

Unit42: under,

S5outi6water

Unit 43: IIost-Zd,\Sheat-4feet>5tD>
6c ollar
U 44:

x tunnels2 nder, 3 track, 4 rails,

5stearn_6ran

Unit45: IIike-2fIsh<3head-4dePth-
5bndge_ 6£o
Unit 47

eak b make c k d take
eblde fsg gtread htakee?rl)@ep ] go

b, 2c, 34, 4 e, 5, 61‘1 73,98, %i
E)E)zl 19, 2e,’3b, 4d, 5H, 6a, 7¢, 8?0r_f*
Ex 3: 1 Take one degl at atime, 2 Go for it,

Dont""erd"r'r‘-_ © the bull by the
horns 5 Sit tight, 6 Don't lose any sleep over
it, 7 Don't take anything for granted, 8 Keep

o+ u 4
your wits about you
Unit 48

Ex 1: ajOKing, b contrary, ¢ dead, d No,
e quesuon T taken

If 2d 3e 4c 5b 6a i
Ex 2- aenoughi bTeUt c talklng, d mouth,

emC; fnail gagam lc 2b1 f; 3a1 4e1 59, 6d
Ex 3 | over 2 must> 3 out> 4way 5 head

6 enouhj 7 me> g that, 9 now, 10 tdl

Unit 49
ex 1: 1 insult, 2 patience, 3 wits, 4 bend,
5 tether, 6 distractions, 7 injury, 8 tear,
9 bang, 10 straw
Ex 2: aend, b wits, c nerves, d nose.
emsult, f straw Ic, 2a, 3e, 4d, 5, 6b
Ex 3: 1 mysdf, 2 hair, 3 bend, 4 running,
5 brick, 6 spare, 7 distraction, banging,
gwall
Ex 4: 1 driving, 2 getting, 3 kicked, 4 driving,
5 banging, 6 going, 7 tearing, 8 talking,
9 gets, 10 running

Unit SO

Ex 1: abright, b fish, c world, d another,
ewin, f better, g light, h life
Ib, 2d, 3g, 4 life, al, 5 fish, end, 6 side, only
Ex 2: aYou win some, you lose some,
b Youve got nothing to lose, ¢ Where there's
awill there's away, d His bark is worse than
his bite b, 2d, 3a, 4c

3: la, 2b, 3d, 4e, 5¢c
Ex 4: 1 tunnel, 2 world, 3 bright, 4 know,
5 time, 6 crossed, 7 get, 8 win, lose,
9 nothing, 10 bark, bite, 11 No, 12 win



Unit 51
Ex 1: lc, 2a, 3e, 4f, 5b, 6d
Ex 2- Ic' 2d' 3a 4b
Ex 3* Id, 2c! 3b, 4a
Ex 4: 1 Just to be on the safe side, 2 It's
anyone's guess, 3 It's dl up in the air,

4 \}Vlthout a sHado‘yv of a}oulfl)t g II-'W}% mi-(j:j\H'_
fly, Bt gsl{Pudh and go. 7 I, in my
b Vour guess is as mine,
8 I }% writing ng,s on the wall gTO ]ﬁjsbglve-her t?‘le
benefit’ of 'the doubt
Unit 52
Ex "1: "1 horizon,—2’legpard, gpots,
3 recognition, 4 ledf, !5 tune 6 strength

Ex 2: 1 mind, 2plan, 3 hands, 4 subject,
5 Qlaces, 6 ways—7 tune, 8 heart, 9 direction,

w1 om s - v - O
Ex3 le, 2b , 3c, 4f, 5a turned
going ..

Ex 4: 1 He's turned over anew leaf, 2 Shes a

breath of fresh air, 3 | want to make a clean

break, 4 It's changed out of all recognition,

5 A leopard can't change its spots, 6 Could

you change the subject, 7 The newsagent has

changed hands, 8 The holiday is taking shape
Unit 53

Ex 1: 1 hind, 2 wavelength, 3 bush, 4 beat,
5 Bricks, 6 dozen, 7 grapevine, 8 gab

Ex 2: |h, 2f, 3a, 41, 5b, 6c, 7g, 8d, 9j, 10e
Ex 3: la, 2d, 3e, 4b, 5g, 6, 7h, 8c

Ex 4: 1 She talks nineteen to the dozen,

2 Wére on the same wavelength, 3 Get it off
your chest, 4 It's like talking to a brick wall,
5 111 keep you posted, 6 You can't get aword
in edgeways, 7 It'sjust between you and me,
8 | got it from the horse's mouth

Ex 5: 1 bush, 2 edgeways, 3 wall,

4 wavelength, 5 mouth, 6 donkey, 7 chest,

8 gift, 9 me, 10 heard

T -
Unit 04 r-1

Ex 1: 1 wool, 2 inch, 3 stab, 4 snake,
5 pretence, 6 robbery, 7 path, 8 fiddle
Ex 2: 1d, 2f, 3a, 4h, 5c, 6b, 7g, 8e

Ex 3: le, 2a, 3, 4b, 5c, 6g, 7h, 8d

Ex 4: 1 through, 2 up, 3 over, 4 under,
5 behind, 6 for, 7 in, 8 o, 9 with, 10 on

Ex 1: 1 stride, 2 nut, 3 tough, chew,

4 baptism, 5 needle, 6 pie, 7 haystacks,
8 bites, 9 crack

Ex 2: le, 2¢, 3d (in his stride), 4b, 5a, f

Ex 3: auphill, b said, ¢ heavy, d hard,

eboystfehew g work, h deep, i needle,

J depth, k bed, 1 blood, m nut, n baptism
.2n-3m-4a-c-5& 6f

Ex 4: 1| could do it with my eyes closed,

2 1ve bittan off Mmorethan | can chaN> 3 Its

easier said than done,, 4 Its plain saili

5 Shestaken it in her stride. 6 Its Irlke trylng

to get blood out of a stone, 7 nut.”8 fire.

9 needle, , 10 way, 11 end, 12 roses. 13 stride,

14 struggle

Unit 56
Ex 1: 1 blood, 2 pod, 3 chalk, 4 spitting.
5flesh, 6 knot
Ex 2- 2&> 3d 4b 5h> 6¢c ?e gf

Ex*é:) fl.liﬁ"lag/e\:, Az‘%dotsteps, g) homes. fsiée.
5 tree, 6 lamily, 7 relative, 8 cheese

Ex 4: 1 long-lost relative, 2 black sheep of
T o Y., . A A

the family, 3 like two peas inapod, 4 a
broken home, 5 blood is thicker than water.
& {higmother/father
3f&mll 4SQn

5bk)od 6 dog> 7podi gwater> Qcheese
AQfootster>S

6the m

Ex 5- 1 femlty> 2 famil

Unit 57
Ex 1: 1 par, 2 barrel, 3 scratch, 4 miles,
5 scrape
Ex 2- aleague> b condltlorn c head, d days,

hlegSi j gold>] par
5e, 61

ehome> fmileSj gworld

h o 2¢, a (leegue of his own), 3f, 4j,
(her weight In gold)> 7b g

jEx 3. 14 2e 3d 4b 5f 6¢c

ex 4. . apoUt, 2 barrel," 3 shoulders, 4 gold,
5 cracked, 6 scratch, 7 own, 8 desired,

9 ast_ 10bvetter, 11 This car'sin mint
condition, 12 It's seen better days, 13 It's
miles better, 14 Your work is not up to
scratch

Unit 58

Ex 1: 1 complain, 2 recovery, 3 split, 4 fiddle,

5 lease

Ex 2: li, g, 2a, 3b, 4h, 5e, 64, f, c

Ex 3: asorts, b killing, ¢ splitting, d down,
e run, f out, g going, h colour, i bad,

j weather

if, 2i, 3c, 4b, 5g, 6a, h

Ex 4: 1 weather, 2 fiddle, 3 feet, 4 way,

5 down, 6 headache, 7 complain, 8 colour,
9 picture, 10 lease, 11 rain, 12 clean

Unit 59
1: Ic, 2d, 3b, 4a
Ex 2: lg, 2a, 3d, 4h, 5, 6c¢, 7b, 8e
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Ex 3: la, 2c, 3h, 4f, 5d, 6e, 79, 8b
Ex 4: 1 change, rest, 2 away, al, 3 no, home,
4 whale, time, 5just, doctor, 6 time, lives

Ex 1: 1 nature, 2 clues, 3 ropes, 4 screwed,
5 rusty, 6 pick, pick, 7 brains

Ex 2: Ib, 2c, 3a 4d, 5e 6h, 71, &, 9j, 10g

Ex 3: ahead, b hand, c what, d clue, e ropes,
f hang, g end, h knowledge

Ic, 2b, 3d, 4f, 5e, 6a, 7h, 8g

Ex 4: 1 two, 2 get, 3 hand, 4 about, 5 a,

6 heard, 7 my, 8 ropes, 9 on, 10 second

Unit 61
Ex 1: 1 tip, 2 blank, 3dim, 4jog, 5 Seve,
gdip
Ex 2: Ig, 2b, 3d, 4c, 5, 6a, 7h, 8e. 9i
Ex 3: la, 2¢c, 3, 4b, 5h, 6e, 7d, 8g
Ex 4: 1 mind, 2 memory, 3 heart, 4 bdll,
5 mind, 6 memory, 7 sieve, 8 brains,

9 tongue, 10 yes’terciay
b J J

Unit 62

Bx'1! 1 4jp, Zogoose,OS cheN,’lebarki'@g,

5 tongue

Bx 2: Ic (missed ...), 2g ‘(barking ...), '3d,

4a(got my ...), 5h (taken our ...), 6e (put my

...), 7f (shot mysdf ...), 8b (fdl flat on our

faces)

Ex 3: lIc, 2e, 3d, 4b, 5, 6a

Ex 4: 1 I've put my foot in it, 2 I've bitten off

more than | can chew, 3 I've been on awild

goose chase, 4 | got my fingers burnt,

5 miss, 6 get your, 7 bitten, 8 barking, 9 got,

10fdl, 11 make, 12 make, 13 put, 14 take
Unit 63

Ex 1: 1 head or tail, 2 stick, 3 wires,
4 purpose
Ex 2: If, 2a, 3d, 4b (twisting what | said),
~e'BC
Ex 3: Ib, 2a, 3d, 4c (Note that a and b are
very close in meaning.)
Ex 4: If, 2d, 3c, 4b, 5a, 6e
Ex 5: 1 wavelength, 2 stick, 3 purposes,
4 head, 5 tail, 6 penny, 7 Greek, 8 wires,
9 depth, 10 point, 11 lost, 12 add
+ RA

Unit 64
Ex 1: 1 knock df, 2 tighten, 3 splash, 4 rip
df, 5 set back, 6 pick it up
Ex 2: 1 abit over the top, 2 set him back a
bit, 3 picked up, 4 pay through the nose,
5 dirt cheap, 6 an arm and a leg,
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7 ripped df, 8 knocked £45 off

Ex 3: 1 tighten, 2 go, 3 splash out, 4 break,

5 go on, 6 dip into, 7 put, 8 save

Ex 4: 1 go, 2 spree, 3 arm, leg, 4 break,

5 cheap, 6 out, 7 pick, 8 into, 9 rainy,

10 tighten, 11 aside, 12 nose, 13 bit, 14 back
Unlt 6

Ex 1: 1 loaded, 2 lap, 3 stinks, 4 fortune

Ex2:A:ad g, h B:bc ef

If, 2e, 3b, 4a, 5¢c, 6g, 7d, 8h

Ex 3: la, 2¢, 3d, 4], 5i, 6h, 79, &, 9¢e, 10b

Ex 4: 1 from, to, 2 without, to, 3 in, df, 4 on,
5up, 6byon, 7 df, 8in, 9 d, 10in

Unit 66

Ex 1: 1 moon, 2 air, 3 bits, 4 world, 5 tails,

8 spirits, 7 cloud, 8 punch
Ex 2: ablow_ b %' c §ive- d sv{t< emake

la

Ex gwx ra& b straw: c collar> darms _

e tether, f warpath, If, 2a, 3c, 4d, 5b, 6e
w1 crn , o] A® <-. nnNn

toP-_ 2d_3e14b_c <@ Pieceofm mlind:

Ex 4: 1 at, of, 2 under, 3 0on, 4in, 5 to, 6 df,
7 on, 8to, 9 over, 10 on, 11 Everyone's up in
arms about it, 12 That's the last straw, 13 It
makes my blood’ Boil| 14 I'm going o give him
apitce of my mind, 15 'm as,pleased as
{£"£’ 1 NN > 3 N 4 NN

AN
5 6 handle

Unit 67
ex 1: 1 blanket, 2 bachelor, 3 quantity,
4 confirm, B coach, 6 cannon, 7 soul,
8 jeky\l and Hyde
ex 22 109, 2b, 3e, 4f, 5a, 6¢, 7d, 8h
Ex 3: If, 2c, 3g, 4e, 5h, 6d, 7b, 8a
Ex 4: 1 a backseat driver, 2 awet blanket,
3 a nosey parker, 4 someone who's a bit of an
oldwoman, DaShow-off, 6 a confirmed
bachelor, 7 a Sowcoach
Ex 5: 1 a show-off, 2 a backseat driver,
3 a hosey parker, 4 awet blanket, 5 the life
andsoul of the party, 6 an unknown
quantity, 7 aloose cannon, 8 a confirmed
bachelor

Unit 68

Ex 2: 1d, 2a, 3c, 49, 5b, 6h, 7e, 8f

Ex 3: acan' b carry- c pass, d pu”’ e wear,
fhoM geat htakg i twigt>j take

if, 2g (eating ...), 3h (takes ...), 4d, 5e (wears
...), 61 (twist me around her little finger), 7b,
8a, 9c, IO

Ex 4: 1 arm, 2 upper, 3 word, 4 friends,

5 shots, 6 lay, 7 fort, 8 advantage, 9 beck,



10 trousers, 11 weight, 12 tough, 13 strings,
14 shakers, 15 palm, 16 buck, 17 throw,
18 finger
** aa

Umthb?9
Ex 1: 1jam, 2 limbo, 3 spanner, 4 hop,
5 rails, rails, 6 creek, 7 blink
Ex 2: IT, 2F, 3T, 4T, 5T, 6F, 7F, 8F, 9F, 10T,
11 in the same boat, 12 in areal state,
13 threw a spanner in the works, 14 in a
tight corner, 15 caught on the hop
Ex 3: aat, bup, cin, din, eout o, fin, g at,
h on If, 2g, 3c, 4e, 5h, 6b, 7a, 8d
Ex 4: 1 boat, 2 corner, 3 depth, 4 foot, 5 hop,
6 cloud, 7 standstill, 8 rails, 9 blink,
10 water

Unit 70

Ex 1: 1 bull, 2 carpets, 3 bury, 4 buds,

5 flow, 6 cracks, 7 horns, 8 sweep, 9 doubt,
10 nip

Ex 2: If, 2c, 3b, 4d, 5a, 6e

Ex 3: Ic, 2a, 3e, 4d, 5b, &, 7j, 8h, 9i, 10g
Ex 4: 1 Sweep it under the carpet, 2 Paper
over the cracks, 3 Cross that bridge when we
come to it, 4 Nip it in the bud, 5 Take the
bull by the horns, 6 Get to the bottom of it,
7 Bury your head in the sand, 8 Turn ablind
eye, 9 pass, 10 nip, 11 get, 12 sweep,

13 face, 14 go, 15 eye, 16 profile, 17 flow,
18 bridge, 19 doubt

Unit71

Ex 1: 1 ledf, 2 dip, 3 wade, 4 cover, 5 twist,
6 jargon, 7 load, 8 print, 9 tripe, 10 grip

Ex 2: lc, 2d, 3b, 4a, 5a, 6a, 7c, 8a, 9d, 10d,
11a, 12a, 13a, 14a, 15b, 16a, 17c, 18b

Ex 3: If, 2a, 3e, 4b, 5d, 6¢

Ex 4: 1 ledf, 2 lines, 3 load, 4 cover, 5 tail,
6 Erint, 7 while, 8 cover

Unit 72
Ex 2: Ib, 2e, 3g, 4a, 5f, 6d, 7c, 8h
Ex 3: 1 spot, 2 close, 3 hit, 4 house,
5 wavelength, 6 books, 7 turn, 8 foot, 9 need,
10 pick
Ex 4: 1 through thick and thin, 2 don't see
eye to eye, 3 at each other's throats, 4 got off
on the wrong foot, 5 offer/provide a shoulder
to cry on, 6 do a good turn
Ex 5: 1 on, 2 on, 3 through, 4 on, on, 5 on,
6 at, 7 between, 8 in, 9 to, 10 for

unit /o
Ex 1: 1 rocks, 2 stand, 3 guts, 4 crush,
5 knot, 6 plunge, plunge, plunge

Ex 2: aknot, b crush, c plunge, d love,
erocks, 1heels

1 fallen in love, 2 had a crush, 3 the knot,
~° pl""g® 4 on the rocks, 5 fdl in love

Ex 3: Ib, 2c, 3a, 4d. 5e

Ex 4: 1 ways, 2 love. 3 got. 4 taking, 5 can't,
6 crush, 7 lost, 8 out, 9 tying, 10 over,

11 guts, 12 rocks

Unit /4
Ex 2: 1d, 2e, 3h, 4c, 5a, 6b. 7. 8¢
Ex 3: 1d, 2a, 3h, 4e, 5g, 6f, 7c, 8b
Ex 4: 1 cutting, fine, 2 sailing, wind.
3 careful, skating, 4 put, block, 5just, safe.
6 stick, neck, 7 leap, dark, 8 eggs, basket

Unit 75
Ex 1: 1g, 2c, 3a, 4j, 5h, 61, 7d, &, 9b, 10e
Ex 2: 1 Join, 2 stick out, 3 tell, 4 follow,
5 take &fter, 6 choose
Ex 3: Ib, 2a, 3c
Ex 4: 1 poles apart, 2 stick out like a sore
thumb, 3 on apar, 4 six of one and half a
dozen of the other, 5 carbon copy
Ex 5: 1 boat, 2 thumb, 3 fish, 4 cheese,
5 footsteps, 6 copy, 7 out, 8 difference,
9 club, 10 apart
R

Ex 1. 1 blink, wink, 2 crash, 3 nightmare,

4 nod, 5 log, 6 snore

Ex 2: 1 log, 2 light, 3 wink, 4 light, 5 winks,

6 nodded dff, 7 feet, 8 crashed out, 9 open,

10 dead, 11 liein, 12 fast, 13 sleep,

14 heavy, 15 feet, 16 winks, 17 light, heavy.

18 log, 19 fast, 20 dead

Ex 3: le, 2d, 34, 4f, 5c, 6g, 7b, 8h

Ex 4: 1 slept, 2 sleep, 3 crashed, 4 dream,

5 come, 6 lose, 7 went, 8 went, 9 lie, 10 sleep
Unit 77

Ex 1: 1 drag, 2 brake, 3 blink, 4 skates.

5 split, 6 snail, 7 flash, flash, 8 shot, 9 bats

Ex 2: Ic (has spread ...), 2f, 3a, 49, 5d, 6b,

7h, 8e

Ex 3: Id, 2e (dragging his feet), 3a (got off ..),

4c, 5b, 69, 7h, 8f

Ex 4: 1 drop, 2 bat, 3 like, 4 split, 5 said,

6in, 7 put, 8 spread, 9 get, 10 take, 11 get,

12 drag

Unlt 78

Ex 2: alife, b light, c curtains, d towel,

e Pmg fj ce gbud, fcoffin

Id, Z, 3b, 4a, 5e (pulled the plug on), 6c, 79
(nip it in the bud), 8h
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Ex 3: lc, 2a, 3h, 4f, 5e, 6b, 7d, 8g
Ex 4: 1 break, 2 put, 3 throw, 4 give, 5 get,
6 open, 7 call, 8 nip, 9 pull, 10 start

the candle at both ends), 5d, 6e, 7a (lifts a
finger), 8b

Ex 3: le, 2c, 3d, 4a, 5f, 6b

Ex 4: 1 burning the candle at both ends,

Unit VQ
u

Ex 2: Ib, 2d, 3f, 4a, 5c, g, 6h, 7e
Ex 3: amove, b pull, c set, d leave, e set,
f pull, g stop, h get, la, 2d, 3h, 4e, 5g, 6¢, 7b
Ex 4: 1 up, 2 heaven, 3 socks, 4 star,
5 oyster, 6 limit, 7 stone, 8 sights, 9 flier,
10 world, 11 stops, 12 nothing, 13 left,
14 hungry, 15 burning
&e 0N

Umt8O0
Ex 2: Id, 2h (taken to it ...), 3a, 4e (feels ...),
5c, 69, 7f, 8b (lent itself)
Ex 3: lc, 2i, 3j, 4h, 5a, 69, 7f, 8d, 9e, 10b
Ex 4: 1 out, 2 for, 3 out, 4 in, 5 out, 6 like,
7 in his element, 8 square peg in around
hole, 9 cup of tea, 10 up your street, 11a
duck to water, 12 sore thumb, 13 down to
the ground, 14 fish out of water

Unit 81

Ex 1: 1 rug, 2 bargain, 3 blessing, 4 bump,

5 disguise, 6 feathers, 7 sleeve

Ex 2: le (knocked me down with a feather),

2g (took me completely by surprise), 3f, 4h,

5c¢ (something up my sleeve), 6d (knocked

him for six) 7b 8a

Ex 3: la, 2c, 3e, 49, 5d, 6b, 7h, 8f

Ex 4. 1 You could have knocked me down

X N i, .

with a feather, 2 lve got something up my

sleeve, 3 That's aturn-up for the books,

4 There's more to her than meets the eye,

5 It was a blessing in disguise, 6 He arrived

out of the blue, 7 eyes, 8 life, 9 feet, 10 six
.u .mll o%

Ex 1: Id, 2b, 3e, 4a, 5c

Ex 2: If, 2d, 3a, 4b, 5c, 6e, 7 Long time no

see, 8 It's only a matter of time, 9 there's no

time like the present, 10 It's very cold for this

time of year, 11 We decided on the spur of

the moment, 12 Tomorrow is another day

Ex 3: 1d, 2e, 3c, 41, 5g, 6b, h, 7a, f, 8a, 9q,

in TI iok/1, ,Q> u « ,ci, ,r

10d, lie, 12b/h, 13i, 14a/f, 15b, 16¢c

Ex 4: 1 on, 2in, 3 at, 4in, 5 for, 6 from, to
Unit 83

Ex 1: 1 thumbs, 2 loose, 3 burn, 4 fit,

5 rush, 6 candles

Ex 2: afinger, b hands, c candle, d feet,

e end, f thumbs, g eyes, h plate

lg, 2f (twiddling my thumbs), 3h, 4c (burning
288

2 on my feet all day, 3 one thing after
another, 4 rushed off my feet, 5 dead all
morning

Ex 5: 1 up, 2 after, 3 on, 4 at, 5 till, 6 on,
7 off, 8 on, 9 at, 10 in

Unlt 84

Ex 1:

en<n

1 steady, 2 pipeline, 3 rock, 4 dead-
~ ropes, 6 ladder
Ex 2: lc, 2b, 3e, 4f, 5d, 6a
Ex 3: amake, b climb, c take on, d rock,
e show, f stand, g hold, h breathe, i find, j go,
k land, 1 stand in
Ib, 2i, 3c, 4h (breathing down my neck),
51 (standing in for him), 6] (go over his head),
79, 8k (landed a great job)
Ex 4: 1 ladder, 2 feet, 3job, 4 pace,
5 pipeline, 6 yourself, 7 neck, 8 staff, 9 head,

10 down

Unit 85
Unit 47: 1 about, 2 sleep, 3 most, 4 get,
5 day, 6 chickens
Unit 48: 1 said, 2 that, 3 telling, 4 words,
5 dead, 6 out
Unit “®° * brick, 2 nose, 3 insult, 4 bend,
AN f) QOf go ’ . A
Unit 50° 1 end, "2 lkgh"f, SqOSe, 4'lucky .
5 side, 6 onl’y
j d> 2 gugss] 3 N a4 ”

Unit gi- | 5 Qn>
g Houbt
unitsz: I l«f, 2 recognition, 3 plan, 4 on,

5 taking, 6 clean

Unit 53: 1 same, 2 bush, 3 keep, 4 between,
5 hind, 6 straight

Unit 54: 1 white, 2 wool, 3 inch, 4 teeth,

5 garden, 6 take

Unit 55: 1 struggle, 2 bed, 3 stride, 4 out,

5 plain, 6 men, boys

Unit 56: 1 black, 2 son, 3 tie, 4 water, 5 cat,

6 image

Unit 57: : legs: 2 all 3 nothin 4 weiht
8§ > g. gn-

%b.,\a,\& 6K0fner

Unit 58: 1 bill, 2 out, 3 headache, 4 off,

11))111

Un£ 5Q- \ ame 2 awayA
® travelling, 6 recharge
Unit 60: 1 back, 2 first, 3 get, 4 thing, 5 got,
gt

unite1: L sievej 2 blank, 3 memory,

4 brains, 5 mind, 6 tip

Unit 62: 1 foot, 2 wrong, 3 fingers, 4 wrong,
5 chew, 6 wild

3 rest 4 whalC]



Unit 63: 1 tail, 2 wires, 3 over, 4 point,
5 depth, 6 same
Unit 64: 1 leg, 2 back, 3 dip, 4 on, 5 spree,
6 belts
Unit 65: 1 mouth, 2 lap, 3in, 4 mone}/, 5 up,
6 by
Unit 66: 1 piece, 2 bits, 3 top, 4 world,
1_/\ OAn 6 gh . o ) )
nit 67: '1'drivers, 2 soul>3 pain, 4 dick,

5 earth, 6 unknown

Unit 68: 1 friends, 2 strings, 3 wears,

4 weight, 5 word, 6 fort

Unit 69: 1 wrong, 2 corner, 3 off, 4 same,
5 hop, 6 under

Unit 70: 1 bridge, 2 blind, 3 cracks,

4 bottom, 5 doubt, 6 carpet
Unit 71: 1 to, 2 end, 3 small,
6 book

Unit 72: 1 house, 2 foot, 3 eye, 4 air, 5 good,
6 shoulder

Unit 73: 1 heels, 2 rocks, 3 ways, 4 knot,

5 hate, 6 in

4 leaf, 5 get,

741 1 Safe:r 2 1CCi 3 fenoe: 4 510SC:

e'safe
Unit 75:'1 sore, 2 cheese, 3 dozen, 4 world,
5 boat, 6 footsteps

Unit 76: 1 wink, 2 out, 3 light, 4 dream,

5 dream 6 sleep

Unit 77:' 1 said, 2 put, 3 skates, 4 time,

5 like, 6 time

Unit 78: 1 call, 2 one, 3 sight, 4 cracking,

5 towel, 6 on

Unit 79: 1 earth, 2 sights, 3 nothing,

4 heart, 5 limit, 6 hungry

Unit 80: 1 hole, 2 tea, 3 fish, 4 ground,

5 street, 6 out

Unit 81: 1 believe, 2 eye, 3 six, 4 sleeve,

5 blue, 6 surprise

Unit 82: 1 time, 2 spur, 3 minute, 4 end,
Ftroo® ¥¢T ¢ U, 0- .1t

Unit 83: 1 up, 2 rushed, 3 m, 4 lifts, 5 plate
Unit 84: 1 pipeline, 2 over, 3 feet, 4 ropes,

5 on, 6 boat

Unit 86
Ex 2: le, 2c, 3g, 4h, 5d, 6f, 7b, 8a
Ex 3: lg, 2d, 3a, 4c, 5h, 6e, 7b, 8f
Ex 4: |h, 2d, 3a, 4f, 5c, 6g, 7b, 8e, 9 round,
10 at, 11 sudden, 12 same, 13 by, 14 said,

15 being, 16 know, 17 along, 18 by

Unit 87

Ex 1: 1 wears, 2 pick, 3 leap, bound,

4 foremost, 5 forth, forth, 6 bred, 7 tear,

8 Sick, sick

Ex 2: Ic, 2h, 3a, 4g, 5f, 6i, 7j, 8e, 9d, 10b
Ex 3: le, 2a, 3f, 4i, 5c, 6g, 7b, 8d, 9j, IOh
Ex 4: 1 quiet, 2 take, 3 downs, 4 go, 5 bred,

6 early, 7 again, 8 off, 9 choose, 10 ends,
11 about, 12 see, 13 tear, 14 foremost,
15 tired, 16 round, 17 large, 18 about,
19 bounds, 20 outs

Unit 88

Ex 1. 1 drled 2 let llve 3 McMngt 4 white-

5 tested, 6 far, 7 forget, 8 cons. 9 again.
710 sound,, 11 sweet, 12 cr]ees_e. 13
f4"asev 15 error o 16 hard. l’7”d|’,\ 18 Tow:
19 dipr 20 g's

Ex 2 1g. 2d, 3f. 4h, 5¢c, 6i, 7b, 8e. 9j. 10a

Ex 3: |b, 2a, 3g, 4c, 5h, 6d, 7, 8e
Ex 4: lc, 2d, 3b, 4g, 5f, 6e, 7a
ft
U n It o
Ex 2: Ih, 2a, 3i, 4c, 5b (turned my back). 6d.

7f, 8e, 99 (get my back up)

Ex 3: lc, 2h, 3g, 4e, 5a, 6f, 7d, 8b (get his
own back)
Ex 4- Y like water offa duck™s baCky 2 fell off

the back of alOny:r 3 yoU SCratCh my baCk:

I'll scratch yours 4 de<serve a pat on the
back: T 1lke the'back of m hand

back seat: 7

g%y
back into it, 9 in the back of beyond, 10 got

our backs to the wall

Unit an
u w

"6’ take a
our own back> 8 Put your

Ex 2: 1d, 2h (cut me dead), 3c, 4a, 5g,

6e (cut our losses), 7b, 8f

Ex 3: Id, 2b, 3e, 4h, 5a, 6¢, 79, 8f

Ex 4: 1 ways, 2 above, 3 knife, 4 out, 5 size,
61ccj [ remark, 8 about, 9 short, 10 fine

Unit 91
Ex 1: 1 deep, 2 bitter, 3 candles, 4 loose,

5 burn, 6 stick

£x 2- A A A 4f> n n 7a [o]e]

Ex 3 If+ 26 (hyrning the candle at both
ends), 3a, 4c, 5g, 6d, 7h, 8b

Ex 4: 1 world, 2 days/months, 3 deep,

4 trouble, 5 loose, 6 things, 7 sight, 8 story,

9 receiving, 10 day

Unlt 92

Ex 1: 1 deaf, 2 trap, 3 nets, 4 lap, 5 grace,
6 heel, 7 seam, 8 wayside

Ex 2: le, 2d (fals ...), 3c (falling ...
...), ba(falen ...), 6g (fdl ...), 7b (fel ...
of (fel ...), 10j (faling ...

Ex 3: Ic, 2f (fallen on her feet), 3g, 4b (fel to
me), 5h (fel ...), 6a (falen ...), 7d, 8e

Ex 4: 1 laughing, 2 hands, 3 love, 4 times,

5 lap, 6 wayside, 7 net, 8 ears, 9 seams,

10 place, 11 grace, 12 trap

), 4i (fel
)v 8h,
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Unit 93
Ex 1: la, 2f, 3c, 4j, 5e, 6g, 7d, 8b, 91, I10h
Ex 2: le, 2a, 3d, 4f, 5b, 6¢c
Ex 3: |h, 2f, 3a, 4c, 5g, 6d, 7e (brought out

the best in her) 8b
Ex 4: 1 bring, 2 make, 3 seen, 4 paid, 5 do,
6 feeling, 7 take, 8 throwing

Unit 94

Ex 2: asuit, b get off, ¢ keep, d stand,

e keep, f cover, g prepare, h cut, i hit, j break,
la (suit him down to the ground), 2f (cover,
ground), 3g (prepare the ground), 4b (get off
the ground), 5c (keep your ear to the ground),
6h (cut the ground from under my feet), 7d
(stood my ground), 8i (hit the ground
running), 9e (keep my feet on the ground),

10] (break new ground)

Ex 3: le, 2c, 3f, 4d, 5a, 6h, 7g, 8b

Ex 4: 1 into, 2 down, 3 to, 4 under, 5 on,

6 off, 7 in, 8 down

TT 't OH
Ex 1: If, 2d, 3a, 4b, 5e, 6¢C
Ex 2: le, 2a, 3b, 4f, 5c, 6d
Ex 3: Ib, 2a, 3f, 4c, 5g, 6e, 7h, 8d
Ex 4: le, 2, 3a, 4h, 5b, 6d, 7c, 8g, 9 -, 10 a,

11 the, 12 a, 13 the, 14 the, 15 a, 16 a,
17 the, 18 -

Unit 96

Ex 2: lc, 2g, 3j, 4b, 5f, 6i, 7a, 8d, 9h, 10e

Ex 3: afar, b thing, c of, d all, e hand,,

1 never, g let, h out, 1 never know, 2 for all |

know 3 ]_’L’L let )ﬁ_ou know, 4 knowrit inside
g as far as I know, 6 Rnow of him,

? knows a thing or two about; 8Fhe right’

hand doesnt Know what tHe left"is doing >

Ex 4: 1 flrst 2 sight, ?lnsme 4th Zrback

é meamng, 7 never, 8 far, 9 all, 10 that,

11h t 191t

Unit 97

Ex 1: When | was young, my parents gave me
an excellent start in life and | always played a
full part in the life of my school. Later, |
enjoyed student life. | have been in interested
in politics for all of my adult life, and I've
always been active in public life. Family life is
very important to me and when my son was
fighting for his life after his accident, | gave up
all political activity for a while. Later, when
the scandal hit me, | fought - unsuccessfully -
for my political life, so | had to give up for good.
If only my private life had stayed private!
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Ex 2: 1 double life, 2 working life, 3 everyday

lfer 4 shelf life, 5 public life
Ex 3: A 2h_ 3c> 4b_ 5f_ 6e_ 7d< 8a
Ex 4: Ia> 2d> 3fx 4b> 5e> 6¢C

Ex 5: 1 walks, 2 public, 3 kiss, 4 double,

Slossx 6 hme, 7 spice, 8 on, 9 facts/meaning
10 Set

Unit 98

B 1: le, 2d, 3c, 4a, 5b

Ex 2: a a light snack, b light relief, c light or
heavy industry, d heavy going, e a light or
heavy lunch, f a light day, or more commonly,
a heavy day, g light or heavy casualties,

h light or heavy traffic, i light or heavy work,
j light or heavy rain, k heavy fighting,

1 heavy losses, m a light or heavy shower,

n light reading, o a heavy cold, p a heavy
heart, g a light or heavy sleeper, r light
entertainment, s a light aircraft, t alight or a
heavy meal

Ex 3 1 heavy meal, 2 heavy industry,

3 light, 4 heavy cold, 5 light sleeper, 6 heavy
casualties, 7 light entertainment, 8 light
relief, 9 heavy going, 10 heavy shower,

n heavy losses, 12 heavy day, 13 light work,
14 light snack> 15 heavy heart 16 light

lunch, 17 light aircraft, 18 light reading,

10 heavy rain> 20 Heavy fighting

Ex 4: la: 2al/b, 3al/b, 4a, 5a, 6al/b

Unit 99
A A . .
Ex 1. 1Tsiéve, fl(l)gs, % pl)lague,A4 é‘o&work,
5 dirt, & bricks, 7maniac, 8 ton
Ex 2= I'h, Ze, 3a, 4f 5y, 6t, 7d, 8b
9 You look like death warmed up, 10" He
treats her like diit,; 11 Tt's Tike water oil g
duck’s back, 12-He eats like a horse, 13 Shés
taken to it like a duck to water, 14 He drinks

€2 fish. 15 | ve got a memory like a sieve,
16 He smokes like a chimney
Ex 3: Id, 2a, 3, 4e, 5b, 6h, 7c, 8g, 9| slept
Itkealogs 10she gnends money like there's
° tomorrow, 11 He speaks it like a native,
12 Everything went like clockwork, 13 He
drives like a maniac, 14 came down on me
like a ton of bricks, 15 | felt like a fish out of
water, 16 Avoid it like the plague
Ex 4: 1 She speaks English like a native,
2 He drives like a maniac, 3 Everything went
like clockwork, 4 I've got a memory like a
sieve, 5| felt like a fish out of water at the
meeting, 6 You look like death warmed up,
7 It's like water off a duck's back, 8 She eats



like ahorse, 9 smoke, 10 come, 11 take,
12 avoid, 13 drink, 14 look, 15 treat, 16 sleep

Unit 100

Ex 2: Ib, 2d, 3a, 4c, 5f, 6e
Ex 3: Ic, 2d, 39, 4b, 5e, 6a, 7h, 8f
Ex 4: 1 hold, 2 drop, 3 is, 4 draw, 5 bring,
6 think, 7 read, 8 sign
o* irt-i

Unlt 101
Ex 1: lc, 2e, 3a, 4f, 5b, 6d
Ex 2: li, 2g, 3b, 4h, 5a, 6f, 7d, 8c, 9j, 10e
Ex 3: li, 2c, 3f, 4a, 5d, 6h, 7g, 8e, 9b
Ex 4: 1 I'm lost for words, 2 Don't lose any
sleep over it, 3 | lost track of time, 4 | need to
lose some weight, 5 Don't lose heart, 6 I'm
making up for lost time, 7 I've lost my
bearings, 8 I've lost count of the number of
times I've been there

Unit 102

Ex 1: le, 2a, 3h, 4j, 5i, 6b, 79, 8d, 9f, 10c
Ex 2: Ib, 2c, 3a, 4d
Ex 3: Ic, 2e, 3a, 4b, 5d
Ex 4: 1d, 2e, 3a, 4c, 5f, 6b
Ex 5: 1 Parts of Belfast were no-go areas,
2 There's no smoke without fire, 3 I'll be with
you in no time, 4 There's no going back,
5 It's no joke bringing up children as a single
parent, 6 There's no place like home, 7 It's a
real no-no, 8 No news is good news

S

Unit 103
Ex 1: lg, 2f, 3a, 4b, 5h, 6¢, 7e, 8d, 9 a flood
of enquiries, 10 a string of excuses, 1la
word of advice, 12 a spot of bother, 13 a
whole host of reasons, 14 in the nick of time,
15 piles of money, 16 a mountain of work
Ex 2: atime, b visitors, c garlic, d advice,
e tears, fluck, If, 2b, 3e, 4d, 5c, 6a
Ex 3: acriticism, b paint, c lies, d doubt,
e soda, f warning, lc, 2b, 3e, 4f, 5a, 6d
Ex 4: 1 electricity, 2 respect, 3 ideas, 4 fault,
5 questions, 6 disaster

Unit 104
Ex 1: |h, 2b, 3c, 4i, 5j, 6g, 7a, 8e, 9, 10d
Ex 3: Ib, 2f, 3c, 4h, 5a, 6e, 79, 8d
Ex 4: 1 give, 2 believe, 3 laugh, 4 sink

N AP

Unit' 108~
Ex 1: le, 2f, 3a, 4h, 5g, 6¢, 7b, 8i, 9d, 10j
Ex 2: Ih, 2e, 3a, 49, 5b, 6f, 7c, 8d
Ex 3: 1 high point, 2 whole point, 3 strong
points, 4 talking point, 5 sore point, 6 low
point, 7 vantage point, 8 turning point

Ex 4: 1 beside. 2 point. 3 finger 4 tc
5 score. 6 got. 7 case. 8 see 9 get 11 strong

Unit 106

Ex 1. 1 coins. 2 Grass. 3 luck

Ex 2: aget. b let. c look, ¢ hear e tike

f side

lc, 2d (heard ...). 3b. 4a [get or. the Tvrong
si<r€ of her). 5e. 6f (siding ...

Ex 3: le, 2d, 3a. 4c. 5b

Ex 4: lc, 2b, 3, 4h. 5d. 6a. 7e (which side
her bread is buttered. 8g

Ex 5. 1 | can see both sides of the com.

2 Time is not on our side. 3 He's on the
wrong side of 60, 4 You got out of bed on the
wrong side, 5 Look on the bright side.

6 | know which side my bread is buttered.
7 This side of December, 8 Let's put this to
one side

Unit 107

Ex 1: 1 something, 2 nothing, 3 nothing.

4 something, 5 nothing, 6 nothing,

7 something, 8 nothing, 9 nothing,

10 something, 11 anything, 12 anything.

13 something, 14 nothing, 15 nothing

Ex 2: 1d, 2b, 3c, 4a

Ex 3: la, 2d, 3c, 4b, 5e, 6f

Ex 4: 1 write, 2 came, 3 cost, 4 short, 5 sort,
6 choose, 7 for, 8 trouble, 9 There's

Unit 108
Ex 1. la 2h 3d 4g_ 5e 6f 7h (knows ) 8c
Ex 2: la, 2c, 3d, 4b

Ex 3: lIc, 2e, 3d, 4a, 5b (making ...), 6g (do
my own thing), 7h, 8f

Ex 4: 1 first, 2 another, 3 good, 4 morning,
5 own, 6 considered, 7 near, 8 those,

9 past, 10 done

unit iua
Ex 1: lg, 2d, 3, 4b, 5a, 6h, 7e, 8c, 9g, 10d,
Ha, 12e, 13h, 14c, 15f, 16b
Ex 2: |b, 2a, 3d, 4c
Ex 3: Ib, 2c, 3f, 4a, 5g, 6e, 7h, 8d
Ex 4. | al™ 2 short> 3 Straight, 4 desired,
5 injury, 6 worse, 7 about, 8 seen, 9 for,
10 nutshell
Ex 5: 1 injury, 2 add, 3 straight, 4 insult,
5 mild, 6 sniff

Unit 110

Ex 1: 1 list, 2 bet, 3 rock, 4 blew, 5 voice,
6 pit

Ex 2: 1 top, 2 bottom, 3 bottom, 4 top,

5 bottom, 6 top, 7 bottom, 8 bottom
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Ex 3: 1g, &, 3h, 4a, 5¢c, 6b, 7d, 8e
Ex 4: 1 you can bet your bottom dollar, 2 off
the top of my head, 3 get to the bottom of
this, 4 I've searched from top to bottom,
5 over the top, 6 top of the list, 7 hit rock
bottom, 8 thin on top

Unit 111

u I XLL
Ex 2: lc, 2d, 3a, 4e, 5, 6b, 7h, 8g
Ex 3: If, 2c, 31, 4a, 5j, 6b, 7h, 8e, 9g, 10d
The more metaphorical expressions are:
1 crystal clear, 2 razor sharp, 3 wide open
Ex 4: 1 wide, 2 dirt, 3 blind, 4 bitter,
5 broad, 6 pitch, 7 stone, 8 razor, 9 bone,
10 crystal, 11 wide, 12 fast, 13 rock,
14 dead, 15 stark, 16 paper, 17 brand,
18 rock

Unit 112

Ex 2: If, 2g (set in his ways), 3a (worked my
way ...), 4e, 5b (has ...), 6i (stand inyour
way), 7j, 8c (went out of my way), 9d, 10h
(keep out of his way)
Ex 3: Ic, 2e, 3a, 4d, 5b, 6h, 7, 89
Ex 4: 1 worked my way to the top, 2 won't
stand in your way, 3 way with words, 4 set in
her ways, 5 have it both ways, 6 went out of
my way, 7 come along way in the last two
years, 8 either way

Unit 113

Ex 1: Ic, 2a, 3, 4d, 5b, 6e
Ex 2: Ic, 2e, 3a, 4b, 5d
Ex 3: atake, b get, c know, d have, e say,
f breathe, g take, h eat
If, 2e, 3c, 4d, 59 (took her at her word), 6h
(eat my words), 7b, 8a (take your word for it)
Ex 4: 1 for, 2 by, 3in, 4in, 5in, 6 from,
7 for, 8 of, 9 for, 10in
Unit 114

Unit 86: 1 done, 2 beinGg, 3told, 4 alorgg,

5 over, 6 go

Unit 87: 1 quiet, 2 tired, 3 see, 4 downs,
5 bred, 6 choose

Unit 88: 1 long, 2 day, 3 high, 4 pros, 5 now,
6 trial

Unit 89: 1 hand, 2 pat, 3 scratch, scratch,
4 burner, 5 water, 6 behind

Unit 90: 1 knife, 2 out, 3 story, 4 corners,
5 dead, 6 fine

Unit 91: 1 road, 2 no, 3 bitter, 4 loose,

5 stick, 6 story

Unit 92: 1 about, 2 deaf, 3 seams, 4 lap,
5 feet, 6 place

Unit 93: 1 knowledge, 2 sorry, 3 world,
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4 days, 5 money, 6 better

Unit 94: 1 gaining, 2 thin, 3 cover, 4 down,
5 into, 6 grounding

Unit 95: 1 mind, 2 chance, 3 go, 4 trouble,
5 time, 6 through

Unit 96: 1 about, 2 thing, 3 let, 4 out,

5 going, 6 How

Unit 97: 1 life, 2 loss, 3 walks, 4 Variety,

5 public, 6 kiss

Unit 98: 1 snack, 2 sleeper, 3 day, 4 traffic,
5rain, 6 cold

Unit 99: 1 sieve, 2 tomorrow, 3 water,

4 warmed, 5 ton, 6 back

Unit 100: 1 along, 2 between, 3 signed,

4 draw, 5 Hold, 6 toe

Unit 101: 1 nothing, 2 sleep, 3 love, 4 time,

BrW?rPSZ:G \%ell%rr]%e, 2 luck, 3 end, 4 present,
5 point, 6 wonder

unit103: 1 flood, 2 pack, 3 excuses, 4 coat,
5word, 6 dash

unit 104: 1 not, 2 like, 3 cry, 4 later, 5 swim,
g take

unit 109 i strong, 2 blank, 3 sore, 4 to,
5up™ g beside

unit106: 1 bed, 2 other, 3 wrong, 4 Time,
5 bright, 6 story

unit 107 1 nothing, 2 something,

3 something, 4 nothing, 5 nothing,

6 anything

Unit 108: 1 first, 2 first, 3 one, 4 being,

5 past> 6 those

Unit 10g- : tmth 2 short 3put 4 desired
5 nutshell 6 at

Unit 110- \ headi 2 of 3 worM] 4 thin

5 jine g vojce

Unit nl - 1 cheap 2 open 3 sharpj 4 awak£]
5 black 6 hard

unit 112: 1 set 2 thinking, 3 out, 4 with,
5 Iong> th

Unit 113: 1 mouth, 2&good, 3 have, 4 his,
K 1 a

5 breathe, 6 say
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